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CHAPTER I 

INDIANS, SPANIARDS, AND MEXICANS 

 
         Merced County extends entirely across the San Joaquin Valley, with its greatest length in 
an approximately east-northeast and west-southwest direction. It is approximately sixty 
miles long by thirty wide and contains 1907 square miles. On the east it runs up a few miles 
into the beginnings of the low foothills of the Sierra Nevada; on the west it reaches to the 
most easterly summit of the Coast Range. Its lowest point, where the San Joaquin River 
leaves the county to pass into Stanislaus on the north, is less than a hundred feet above sea 
level. The greater part of the surface is plain, sloping gently down from both west and east to 
the San Joaquin, which bisects the county into roughly equal West Side and East Side. 

        Besides the San Joaquin, the principal stream is the Merced, nearly forty miles of the 
lower course of which lies within the county's boundaries, roughly parallel to and about six or 
seven miles from the easterly half of the northern border. These two are the only streams 
which have their sources in the high mountains and therefore have anything like a year-
around water supply. On the East Side south of the Merced, Bear Creek, Mariposa Creek, and 
the Chowchilla River carry considerable water during the rainy season, but run very low or 
entirely dry during summer and fall. The two first-named head in the Mariposa County hills at 
an altitude around two thousand feet. The Chowchilla, which forms the boundary between 
Merced and Madera Counties for something like twenty-five miles, from the eastern foothills 
to the vicinity of the main State highway up and down the San Joaquin Valley, is somewhat 
larger and heads somewhat higher, but is also dry during a considerable portion of the year. 

        Between these streams other smaller creeks of similar intermittent character run down 
towards the San Joaquin. All, even including the Chowchilla and Bear and Mariposa Creeks, 
spread out and merge into sloughs as they approach the San Joaquin, so that their lower 
courses are difficult to trace. 

        On the West Side similar intermittent streams run down from the eastern summit of the 
Coast Range to the San Joaquin. They lie for the most part in a region of still smaller rainfall 
than those of the East Side just mentioned, and run dry even sooner. Of these Los Banos, San 
Luis, Romero, and Quinto Creeks are the chief. 

The Merced reaches the San Joaquin through a depression having bluffs of twenty to forty or 
fifty feet on each side, and has a considerable river valley of its own, of rich farming land. The 
smaller streams flow through the lower country through channels which they have cut 
through the plain, and it is the rule that the land immediately along their sides is higher than 
that at a distance. They have built up the land near them by successive deposits of silt, like 
miniature Niles or Mississippis. 

        Except for a dozen-mile strip of scrub timber and brush along the higher part of the 
western hill portion, and a quarter mile or less of willow, cottonwood, waiter oak and lesser 
growth along the San Joaquin and Merced River bottoms, the county as found by civilized 
man was practically treeless. It just about reached the beginnings of scrub growth along its 
eastern boundary, there was here and there a little timber along the smaller creeks, in the 
southeast especially some scattering water oaks dotted the open country at wide intervals, 
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and along the course of the San Joaquin, extending widely beyond the limits of its bordering 
trees and bushes, was one of those regions which we see frequently referred to in the early 
accounts as tulares—a place of tules—its bounds coinciding more or less closely with the part 
of the San Joaquin's plain subject to annual overflow from the snow waters of early summer. 

        But on the whole the impression the territory conveyed was that of a treeless plain, 
across which in the old days of horseback travel it was a long, and in the dry season a pretty 
cheerless journey. With an annual average rainfall at Merced of between ten and eleven 
inches, and less than that as we go south and west, it was dry and desolate enough for the 
several months from the early ending of spring until the fan rains, and we can enter into the 
feelings of Ensign Gabriel Moraga, redoubtable soldier of Spain and the man who more than 
any other of his race touches the county's history, which led him to confer upon the river the 
name afterwards applied as well to the county. 

        It was in the latter half of September, 1806, when on a punitive expedition against 
"Gentile" Indians of the Valley who had contracted the objectionable habit of running off 
horses from around San Juan Bautista and San Jose, that this Spanish pioneer entered what 
is now Merced County, probably by way of the present route of the Pacheco Pass highway 
and San Luis Creek. With an expedition of twenty-five men, including Father Pedro Munoz, 
chaplain and diarist, he crossed the San Joaquin somewhere near where the Santa Rita 
bridge now is, crossed and named the Arroyo de los Mariposas not far from its mouth, and 
proceeding north and northwest, came after a dry and weary ride to the stream which, 
supposedly because of the refreshment it afforded his men and animals, he named the "River 
of Our Lady of Mercy." 

        From the Merced Moraga proceeded further north and successively passed the 
Tuolumne, Stanislaus, Calaveras, and Mokelumne, then turned south and reached the San 
Joaquin where it flows southwest, now forming the boundary between Madera and Fresno 
Counties. On the Stanislaus he found the Indian village of Tualamne. At the San Joaquin and 
again three days later on the Kings—the "Rio de los Reyes," discovered and named by an 
expedition in the preceding year—Indians told him a tale of white soldiers who had come 
across the eastern mountains twenty years before and fought a battle. Possibly, Chapman 
surmises, some not otherwise known and disastrous expedition had formerly been made by 
Spaniards from New Mexico. 

        There seems to be no certain record of the name of any Spaniard who entered what is 
now Merced County before Gabriel Moraga, or even the larger territory which for a brief time 
was Merced County. Garces and Anza; and Joaquin Moraga, Gabriel's father, at about the 
time of the American War of Independence, came into the southern end of the San Joaquin 
Valley, but it does not appear that they stayed in it so far north. Gabriel Moraga himself had 
been on the San Joaquin the previous year. It is said that Los Banos Creek received its name 
from the Fathers of San Juan Bautista, who were accustomed to cross the eastern Coast 
Range summit to the rock pools—the baths—near its head, to refresh themselves; but from 
what we read of the relations with the inland Indians at the time of Moraga's expedition, it 
seems probable that this was at a later date. 

        By this year, 1806, Spain had extended her occupation of California practically as far as 
she was ever to do, with the exception of San Rafael and Sonoma north of San Francisco Bay. 
For a clear understanding of the situation as it then existed, we must resolutely banish from 
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our minds the present eastern boundary of California. Substantially the eastern summit of the 
Coast Range marked Spain's most easterly extension of her occupation. The heyday of the 
missions was soon to pass; and though we find some mention of the Christianization of the 
Gentile Indians of the great interior valley as the reason for expeditions thither, it is principally 
to that noble animal the horse that we owe what was done along that line—to the horse and 
the desire of the Indian, both neophyte and Gentile, to possess him, and to the restiveness of 
growing numbers of the neophytes, who fled from the discipline of the missions across the 
mountains to their kin in the San Joaquin Valley to the eastward, and for a third cause, to the 
fear the Spaniards were coming to have of the Gentile Indians as corrupters of the 
neophytes. Mariano Payeras, who became president of the missions in 1815, expressed the 
opinion that the time had come to heed the Reglamento for founding establishments east of 
the Coast Range—not merely missions but strong presidios. He says in his biennial report for 
1817-1818: 

        "The object of our ministry being the propagation of the Faith among the Gentiles, and 
Gentiles no longer existing among the coast mountains, the padres of various missions have 
attempted to baptize those living in the district called the Tulares. They, however, have never 
succeeded. The Tulare Indians are inconstant. Today they come, tomorrow they are gone—
not on foot, as they came, but on horseback. With such guests, no horse is safe in the 
northern valley. And the worst of it is that having crossed the Tulare Valley and the 
mountains that surround it, they kill the horses and eat them. The government has not been 
neglectful in pursuing such deadly enemies, but little has been effected, because great 
lagoons surrounded by green tules shelter them from our horsemen. For this reason the 
padres and more intelligent officers think it needful to form in the Valley of the Tulares a new 
chain of missions with presidios. . . . If this be not done, the time will come when the existence 
of the province will be threatened, and a region that up to a recent time has been a center of 
tranquility will be changed into an Apacheria." 

        Payeras writes to the padres in July, 1819: 

        "The Governor of this province, Don Pablo Vicente de Sola, advises me that he has been 
informed from the South of the scandalous abuse at certain missions (San Fernando and San 
Gabriel) of neophyte equestrianism. Neophytes take with brazenness, and in broad daylight, 
horses even though tied. They load them with women in the public roads. I am reminded by 
the Governor of the many royal cedulas forbidding Indians to ride and that even your 
reverences cannot give them permission to own or use a horse, if Law 33 of Book VI, Title 1, of 
the Recopilacion is observed. . . . In the Tulares (I am told by the Governor) both Christians and 
Gentiles make their journeys on horseback. Even the women are learning to ride. Fairs are 
held at which horses stolen from the missions are put up for sale." 

        There were three other expeditions besides Moraga's in this year of 1806, but none of 
them appear to have come near Merced County. Chapman tells us that one set out from San 
Francisco, but that there is no account of its discoveries surviving. There is but little more of a 
second which set out from San Diego and seemingly went inland to the north of San Luis Rey. 
The third, under Lieutenant Francisco Ruiz, with Father Jose Maria Zalvidea as diarist, 
appears to have come across from Santa Ynez into Kern County to Buena Vista Lake, 
reaching its farthest north about the present site of Bakersfield. 
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        Turning south they came on the fourth day, says Chapman, to a place where, years 
before, the Indians had killed two soldiers—"an allusion to an otherwise unknown expedition." 
It is interesting to note that this is the second otherwise unknown expedition commemorated 
by one lone incident, and of course it will not do to conclude too dogmatically that there may 
not have been others. 

        The runaway neophytes had taught their wild kinsmen Spanish ways, the use of 
firearms, and their appetite for horseflesh. The problem therefore combined plans for saving 
the souls of the Indians and the horses of the Spaniards. Thus the search for mission sites 
which might serve as a means of defense as well as, for the purposes of conversion, became 
a principal object in Governor Arrillaga's plans in sending out these expeditions. 

        Moraga confirmed previous accounts as to mission sites and Indians, Chapman tells us, 
and adds in he next sentence that his diarist Munoz's account mentioned the Merced River as 
the best location they had found, and spoke favorably of the Kings River, though a presidio 
would be required. Aside from them there were few promising sites, he says. 

        From this reference to the Merced, if what Moraga confirmed was what Munoz 
mentioned, apparently there had been an earlier expedition into the territory of this county, 
quite conceivably the expedition of 1805. 

        Richman says that throughout 1806 local troops in search of fugitives, under Moraga 
and other commanders, ranged the Tulare region from Tejon Pass to the latitude of San 
Francisco. It is entirely possible, therefore, that others besides Moraga and his men may have 
reached the Merced that year. It is interesting also to note the early use of "Tulare"—clearly 
the place of the tules, and as clearly applied to the whole valley. 

        Summing up the four expeditions in his biennial report in March, 1807, says Chapman, 
Father-President Estevan Tapis stated that they had visited twenty-four native villages with a 
total population of fifty-three hundred Indians. Mission sites were few and in any event a 
presidio would be necessary, he said, because of the remoteness of that section and the 
great number of Indians who dwelt beyond the regions lately explored. Referring, apparently, 
to Indians living in the Sierra Nevada, Richman says 192 of the 5300 Indians encountered 
were baptized. 

        As to the location of the proposed mission site on the Merced, Eldredge tells us (Vol. II, p. 
94) that it was on that stream, near the site of the present city of Merced, and leaves us to 
make what inferences we can from that. At any rate, none of the plans for establishing 
missions or presidios in the interior ever materialized. 

        The only remedy against the Indians of the interior continued to be small military 
expeditions similar to those of Moraga and the others in 1806. Moraga himself was the most 
prominent of the leaders, and commanded expeditions all the way from the Colorado to well 
north on the Sacramento. Chapman tells us that his service sheet of 1820 shows that he had 
taken part in forty-six such expeditions—"vastly more than the few of which the historians as 
yet have knowledge." We read of him successively as private, corporal, sergeant, color-
sergeant, brevet-lieutenant, and lieutenant. He died at Santa Barbara, June 15, 1823. 
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        In a remarkable expedition in 1808, in which he penetrated apparently about as far north 
as Butte City, and explored the Sierra rivers from about Stockton to Butte well up into the 
mountains, he turned south and in the latter part of October "made his customary up-river 
explorations," Chapman tells us, "of both the Tuolumne and Merced." How extensive these 
explorations were we can only judge from the fact that it was October 13 when he crossed 
the Feather River, "certainly not far from Oroville," and that after the long journey southward, 
the explorations in question and additional travel which involved "crossing the San Joaquin 
at the mouth of the Merced," and going northward to Pescadero on Union Island, he reached 
Mission San Jose on October 23. 

        He touched Merced County again in 1810, when he marched south from the vicinity of 
Walnut Creek up the west shore of the San Joaquin, and at some point in Merced County 
turned west along San Luis Creek and went through a pass in the mountains to San Juan 
Bautista—apparently Pacheco Pass. This was in August. In October of the same year he was 
back again on a flying trip. Leaving San Jose on the 19th he struck east to Pescadero, next 
day captured eighty-one natives, fifty-one of whom were women, whom he presently 
released, crossed to the right bank, of the San Joaquin, ranged the country watered by the 
Stanislaus, Tuolumne, and Merced, without, however, capturing any more runaways, and on 
October 27th reached Santa Clara again. 

        "Neither on this expedition nor in that of August," says Chapman, "had he found suitable 
mission sites. Indeed the previously much praised Merced country was now characterized as 
unsuitable." Do we here possibly get a hint that 1810 was one of those abnormally dry years 
when the Merced carries only a third or a quarter of its normal flow? It must be confessed 
that the foundation for such an inference is slight, for the Spaniards had not found sites on 
ephemeral rivers unsuitable in the coast region. 

        Perhaps the explanation is to be sought rather in the politico-ecclesiastical situation than 
in the foibles of nature, for it was just at this time that the plan of mission expansion in the 
interior was "superseded by the hitherto incidental factors of pursuing runaways, recovering 
stolen animals, and punishing the Indians who had committed the robberies." That the 
mission plan was not given up without a struggle is indicated by the fact that an expedition 
four years later to the vicinity of Lake Tulare made search for a suitable site for one. 

        The presence of the Russians north of San Francisco Bay now drew attention that way, 
and the great central valley was somewhat neglected. There seems to have been no 
important expedition in 1812. In 1813, however, there was one, commanded by Sergeant 
Francisco Soto. With a hundred Indians from Mission San Jose and twelve soldiers who came 
from San Francisco by boat, he fought a battle, presumed to have been on the San Joaquin. 
The story is that there were a thousand Indians against him, of whom many were killed, while 
the Spaniards lost only one man, one of the mission Indians. Making due allowance for the 
reluctance of the Spanish chronicler, whoever he may have been, to hew to the strict line of 
truth, the account probably gives a fair enough idea of how far from formidable the Indians 
of all this part of the State were. 

        In 1815 Governor Sola arrived and sent out his so-called "great expedition" into the 
tulares after runaways. It seems to have consisted of simultaneous expeditions from various 
points. Accounts of two survive. Sergeant Juan Ortega, with Father Cabot and thirty soldiers, 
marched from San Miguel into the southern part of the great valley. Sergeant Jose Dolores 
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Pico, commanding the other, with Father Jaime Escudo, started from San Juan Bautista on 
November 3. Five days later, somewhere near the junction of the Kings and the San Joaquin, 
he fell upon a village and captured sixty-six Indians, fifty of whom were Christians. Ortega 
with his party soon after joined him, and they marched to the San Joaquin. It is recorded that 
on one occasion they saw two hundred and fifty horses, most of them recently killed. They 
recovered a large band of animals and sent them back to the missions. At Mariposa Slough, 
the Indians by some artifice misled the Spaniards and enabled a number of renegades to 
escape. On November 29 Pico reached San Juan Bautista with ten sick soldiers and nine 
prisoners. There does not seem to have been much foundation for Governor Sola's boast that 
the "great expedition" had been a pronounced success. 

        By 1817, after several years of rather slight attention, the Indians had become more 
troublesome, and Governor Sola sent out three expeditions—one under Sergeant Sanchez, 
which fought a "great" battle with the Mokelumnes at or near modern Stockton; a second 
under Lieutenant Jose Maria Estudillo, which went from Monterey into the Kern country and 
returned down the Kings and the San Joaquin and turned westward to San Juan Bautista 
and Monterey; and the third, under Gabriel Moraga, now a lieutenant, against the Mojaves far 
to the south. 

        In 1823 the last and one of the greatest expeditions of the Spaniards to the interior 
marched into the Sacramento Valley to investigate a rumor of a party of Americans or 
Englishmen some forty or fifty leagues to the north of San Francisco. It was commanded by 
the famous Luis Arguello, included fifty-nine officers and soldiers, Father Blas Ordaz as 
chaplain and diarist, John Gilroy as interpreter, and a number of mission Indians. It seems to 
have found no Anglo-Saxons. Who they were does not appear—most probably Hudson's Bay 
Company trappers. 

        Spanish rule gave place to Mexican in that year. Punitive expeditions did not cease under 
the Mexicans, but internal problems distracted them pretty completely from any plans of 
founding missions in the interior. 

        Hittell tells us of one of the Mexican expeditions of several years later: 

        "In 1839 an expedition of nine soldiers and six rancheros, under the command of Ensign 
Pedro Mesa, marched against the Tularenos in the San Joaquin Valley with the object of 
punishing horse-thieves and recovering stolen stock, but soon found that the Indians were 
much more formidable than they had anticipated. Mesa and six of his men were severely 
wounded; three were killed; and all might perhaps have lost their lives if a second expedition, 
consisting of twenty-seven whites and an auxiliary force of fifty friendly Indians, had not 
marched to their relief." 

        Seemingly the Indians had been improving in the art of war—perhaps the horse was an 
aid to them, perhaps they had acquired some of the methods and arms of the whites, 
perhaps both. Dr. Bunnell's account of the fighting in the Indian war of 1851 in the foothills of 
Mariposa and Madera Counties bears this out. 

        The day of the Spaniard and Mexican was drawing near its close. Their numbers had 
always been insignificant. With the secularization of the missions the neophytes fell away or 
died off; soldier bickered with priest and priest with soldier. Like all of Spain's attempts at 
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colonization in the new world, the whole occupation was weak in provisions both for industry 
and for human liberty. A few white men had crossed the Sierras as early as 1819, Payeras 
says. "There had been some wanderers who had gone from village to village, selling their 
clothing for food, and making their way to San Jose. One wonders," says Chapman, "who they 
were !" Whether any of them were Americans it is doubtful if we shall ever know, but even as 
early as this it seems about as likely that they should have been Americans as Spaniards. 
Lewis and Clark's and Pike's expeditions were then more than a decade in the past, and a 
large fur trade, carried on by as resourceful and venturesome a lot of men as ever lived, had 
already grown up west of the Missouri. 

        Up to the end of the second decade of the nineteenth century—to a century ago today—
we have no certain records of Americans in the San Joaquin Valley. In the third decade there 
is the perfectly well established expedition of Jedediah Smith, referred to in the next chapter, 
who came in 1827, and trapped on a stream supposed to have been the Merced. Other 
trapping and trading expeditions followed—Americans and Hudson's Bay Company parties—
for the next twenty years, but it was only at the end of that time that settlement began, 
shortly before the discovery of gold. 

        As we have seen, the troubles of the people west of Pacheco Pass, whom we should now 
call Mexicans, but who were then known as Californians, continued with the Indians in the 
matter of horse-stealing, as witness Pedro Mesa's expedition in 1839. The plans for missions 
and presidios in the interior valley came to naught, and there had been no settlement there 
by people of Spanish blood. There was a little settlement under the later part of the Mexican 
regime; there are today on the West Side four large ranches which had their origin as 
Mexican grants, and a generation ago there were a few ranchitos tucked away in little valleys 
back among the hills of the east slope of the Diablo Range: Wild cattle and especially wild 
horses, the overflow of the ranches west of the range, were a heritage which the San Joaquin 
received from the Spaniards and Mexicans, and many place names from their language 
survive today. 
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CHAPTER II 

AMERICAN EXPLORERS 

 

        The first American arrival which we have a certain record of was that of Jedediah Strong 
Smith in 1827. He was born in the Mohawk Valley in New York State, in 1798, moved to New 
Hampshire, came in touch with fur traders in Canada, and was a clerk on a freight boat on 
the Great Lakes while yet a boy. At the age of twenty he turns up in St. Louis, then the center 
of Western enterprise, and begins a career as a fur trader and explorer. 

        After expeditions with David E. Jackson, William Ashley, Andrew Henry, Thomas 
Fitzpatrick, and others to the upper Missouri and the Yellowstone, and even to Great Salt Lake 
and the headwaters of the Columbia, he set out in the summer of 1826 to explore the 
unknown country between Great Salt Lake and the California coast. The expeditions of Lewis 
and Clark to the Northwest and of Pike to the Southwest had left this vast unknown region 
between. It is only within the last few years that his work has come to be recognized, or even 
known. 

        David E. Jackson and William L. Sublette, at Salt Lake in the summer of 1826, were joined 
by Ashley and Smith, coming from St. Louis with a supply of goods for the Indian trade. Ashley 
sold out to the three others, and it was under the direction of the new firm that Smith's 
expedition was undertaken. New fur fields were the primary object, which necessarily 
involved exploration, and probably also exploration for its own sake and also, it is believed, 
the establishment of a station on the Pacific Coast for carrying on the fur trade with China. 

        They left Salt Lake on August 22, and proceeded southwest to Utah Lake, thence up the 
Sevier River, across a range of mountains, and down a river which Smith named Adams "in 
compliment to our President," but which was afterwards called the Virgin after one of Smith's 
men. Traveling down this stream twelve days, they reached the Colorado, down which he 
traveled four days more, when he rested and recruited his horses among the Mojaves. Then, 
he writes: "I traveled a west course fifteen days over a country of complete barrens. . . ." 
Cleland conjectures that his route followed approximately that of the Santa Fe Railroad; at 
any rate he crossed the Sierra Madre Mountains through Cajon Pass and on November 27 
camped a few miles from San Gabriel Mission. 

        There was trouble ahead, for the presence of his party in the province was contrary to 
Mexican law. Leaving his party, Smith went to San Diego to see Governor Encheandia and 
attempt to obtain passports. These the Governor was not willing to issue on his own 
responsibility. After nearly a month, with the aid of a present of beaver skins and with the 
assistance of Captain Cunningham of the hide-and-tallow ship "Courier," he secured papers 
of a sort; but the best that the Governor would permit him was to return unmolested the way 
he had come, though he had wished to go north through the settled portions of California. 

        He returned to San Gabriel, purchased horses from the ranchos around Los Angeles, put 
his equipment in order, and on January 18, 1827, set out, ostensibly to follow out the letter of 
Encheandia's permits. But he had no intention of quitting California so directly, and when he 
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reached the eastern mouth of the Cajon, turned northward and entered the southern end of 
the San Joaquin Valley, either through the Tejon or the Tehachapi Pass. 

        "Traveling leisurely down the valley," says Cleland, "which he found inhabited by large 
numbers of Indians, very backward in civilization, living only on acorns, roots, grass, and fish, 
armed only with bows and arrows, but in no way hostile or dangerous, Smith and his men 
came at length to one of the numerous rivers which flow into the valley from the Sierras. This 
was probably the Stanislaus or the Merced, but here again the record is too incomplete to fix 
the matter definitely. 

        "Smith called this stream the Wimmulche (Wimilche), after an Indian tribe which lived 
beside it. Here he trapped a short time, finding a few beaver, and elk, deer, and antelope in 
abundance. He then endeavored to cross the Sierras and return to the Great Salt Lake. 
Nothing definite is known of the pass through which Smith sought to lead his men on this 
occasion. He speaks of the attempt having been made across Mount Joseph." The route, 
Cleland tells us, can only be conjectured, and he cites Harrison C. Dale as the best authority 
on the expedition and says that his conjecture is that Mount Joseph is Mt. Stanislaus, and 
that Smith's course lay up the middle fork of the Stanislaus River. 

        At any rate, they were forced back by deep snow. Leaving the greater part of his party on 
the Wimilche, Smith with two companions, seven horses, and two mules set out on May 20 
for a second trial, and succeeded in crossing in eight days. They lost two horses and a mule in 
the crossing, and twenty days later, with only one horse and one mule of the original nine 
alive, and more dead than alive themselves, the three men reached Great Salt Lake. 

        He met his partners here, tarried a month, then set out, July 13, 1827, with a second 
expedition of nineteen men to rejoin his companions on the Wimilche. He followed his old 
route to the lower Colorado, and here the Mojaves, apparently friendly at first, set upon them 
when they were separated while crossing the river and killed ten of their number. The 
survivors, abandoning most of their belongings, arrived after nine days and a half of hardship 
at San Gabriel again, where Smith left two of his men, obtained such provisions as he could, 
and set out for the San Joaquin. 

        The men he had left behind were about out of food; a new stock was necessary for the 
return journey, and as there was no other way for it, Smith with Indian guides set out for San 
Jose, which he reached in three days, probably crossing over the Pacheco Pass. 

        He found Father Duran at the mission there far less obliging than Father Sanchez at San 
Gabriel, and was imprisoned on a charge of enticing away neophytes. He obtained his 
release and went to Monterey, and the Governor, whom he sought there, proved to be the 
same Encheandia whom he had met the previous year in San Diego. For a long time 
Encheandia threatened to send Smith a prisoner to Mexico, but he was at length prevailed 
upon by several American ship captains, whose ships were at Monterey, to permit the 
Americans to secure necessary supplies and leave the country in peace. Smith gave a bond 
of $30,000 to insure his departure from the province and was allowed to go. His men 
meanwhile, being in want, had journeyed north to San Francisco. They obtained food and 
clothing there, and Smith attempted to secure American and English recruits, but was 
prevented by the Mexicans. The party then proceeded northward up the "Bonadventure"—the 
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Sacramento—and about the middle of April, 1828, left the river and traveled northwesterly 
through the Coast Range of what is now Trinity and Humboldt Counties, to the sea. 

        The route was extremely rough and difficult, and they lost a considerable number of their 
horses in falls, in fording streams, and in other accidents. From near the mouth of the 
Klamath to that of the Umpqua they traveled along the coast. Here, before they could reach 
the headwaters of the Willamette, Indians suddenly set upon their camp, on July 14, 1828, 
and killed all except Smith himself, Arthur Black, and John Turner. Ignorant of Black's escape, 
Smith and Turner together proceeded to the Hudson's Bay Company post at Vancouver, 
where Black had arrived the day before. 

        Smith did not touch California again. He continued the fur trade and exploration in the 
Rocky Mountain region until the spring of 1831, when he was killed in an Indian ambush. 

        James Ohio Pattie and his father Sylvester Pattie, who came into southern California 
between Smith's first and his second expedition, do not appear to have touched the San 
Joaquin Valley. After almost incredible hardships and the loss of a number of their men in a 
battle with the Indians, the Patties reached civilization in southern California, and found it not 
too civilized. Governor Encheandia, who had been disturbed by the advent of Smith across 
the desert, was still more disturbed by this arrival so soon afterwards of a second party of 
Americans, and threw them into prison, where the elder Pattie, already reduced in strength 
by the hardships of the trip, died. 

        The son finally obtained his liberty by the possession of some rough medical skill and a 
small supply of vaccine on his part and the coming of an epidemic of smallpox. It is related 
that he vaccinated Mexicans and Indians by thousands all the way up the coast as far as 
Sonoma. But it does not appear that he extended his medical ministrations to the interior. 

        These expeditions of Smith and Pattie, small in size as they were, ushered in an 
important era. They were followed by other trapping and trading expeditions, and they made 
certain the great overland advance of settlers in the forties both before and after the 
discovery of gold, and equally certain that California would pass from Mexican to American 
control. 

        Ewing Young, a Tennesseean, who had been for some years a trader and trapper in New 
Mexico, in 1829 led the first party to follow Smith and the Patties into California. He turned 
north without the formality of entering the settled portion of southern California, and trapped 
the streams of the San Joaquin. Somewhere in this valley or the lower part of the 
Sacramento he encountered Peter Skeen Ogden's party of Hudson's Bay Company trappers. 

        Young later crossed over to San Jose and proceeded to southern California. He reached 
Taos on his return from California in the summer of 1830, and here formed a partnership with 
William Wolfskill, a Kentucky trapper with several years experience in the Missouri-Santa Fe-
Chihuahua trade. Little came of it; but in the fall of 1831 a partnership consisting of Young, 
Jackson, the former partner of Smith, and a man named Waldo, sent a combined trading and 
trapping expedition from Santa Fe to California. Jackson, with eleven men, was to proceed 
directly to California and purchase a large number of mules to be driven back to Missouri and 
Louisiana, and he brought five pack animal loads of silver pesos with him for the purpose. 
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Young was to trap on the Gila and the Colorado until the end of the season and then join 
Jackson in Los Angeles. 

        They met there about April 1, 1832. Neither had met with the expected success. They 
returned to the Colorado, whence Jackson was to go on east with his mules while Young 
returned to trap through central and northern California the following autumn. Jackson lost 
most of the mules within two days by an Indian attack. Young spent the summer hunting sea 
otter off the California coast, and in October left southern California with fourteen men by 
way of the Tejon for the San Joaquin. 

        They trapped the Kings, Fresno, and San Joaquin until they discovered that a party of 
Hudson's Bay men had been before them, and then pushing on to the Sacramento found the 
rival trappers camped. They crossed to the coast about seventy-five miles north of the 
Russian settlement at Ross, went up the coast to the Umpqua, and by way of Klamath Lake 
and the Klamath, Rogue, and Pitt Rivers, circled back to the upper Sacramento, traversed the 
length of the two great valleys and passed out over the Tejon. 

        He returned from the Colorado to Los Angeles in 1834, and passed northward up the 
settled coast portion buying horses, which he drove to market at the settlements on the 
Columbia. Young settled in Oregon, and continued for many years to make trips into 
California as a trader in mules and cattle. 

        We have mentioned the Hudson's Bay Company. They sent a number of trapping 
expeditions into California, some of which worked the San Joaquin, doubtless including what 
is now Merced County. The earliest, in 1828, was led by McLeod and guided by Turner, one of 
the two men who escaped with Smith when the rest of his party was massacred by the 
Indians. Another expedition, already referred to, under Peter Skeen Ogden, crossed over from 
the Snake River and spent eight months on the Sacramento and San Joaquin, returning to 
Vancouver, Cleland tells us, laden down with furs. He mentions a number of others which 
found the Sacramento and its tributaries, such as the Feather and American, rich in beaver. It 
does not appear that they came to the San Joaquin. 

        It is interesting to digress here to remark that a few specimens of the beaver and the 
antelope, which these early corners found so plentiful, still survive in the county. Over along 
the Merced River in the vicinity of Snelling and Hopeton, the writer has seen where beavers 
have been at work. Only three or four years ago two young men there, with the willing 
consent of the owners of certain small irrigation ditches taking out of the Merced in that 
vicinity, which were being damaged, and under a special permit from the State Fish and 
Game Commission, trapped some thirty-five of these animals—perhaps the last instance of 
beaver trapping that has occurred or will ever occur in the State. 

        In the southwesterly part of the county in the vicinity of Mercey Hot Springs, a few 
antelope still linger and are occasionally seen. The writer heard a sheep man there state 
early in August, 1921, that he had within a few days seen their tracks at the pools where his 
sheep drank, and within the last six or seven years has talked with at least two men who 
have personally seen a few of the animals in that region. Within the memory of men not yet 
middle-aged a small band of antelope ranged the hills within ten miles to the north and 
northeast of Merced, and another small band stayed in the southeasterly corner of the 
county in the vicinity of Raynor's Ranch. Isaac Bird, for many years manager of the 
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Chowchilla Ranch and later president of the Farmers & Merchants Bank in Merced, told the 
writer that he had seen antelope between the business section of Merced and where the 
county hospital now stands; and there is no lack of men still living who remember when they 
used to be hunted in the Deane Colony and Robla sections. 

        Elk also used to abound, though they have been all gone for many years. It is said that 
they used to migrate into and out of the Stevinson Colony section yearly. G. L. Russell, of 
Lingard, relates that his father told him of seeing a large pile of cast antlers in that vicinity. 

        In addition to these animals which are wild by nature, these early trappers and explorers 
found in the San Joaquin and Sacramento Valleys wild cattle and especially wild horses, 
escapes or descendants of escapes from the Spanish ranchos west of the Diablo Range. 

        "Multiplication of ranchos and increase of horses," Richman tells us, "led to the expedient 
of killing the surplus animals. As early as 1784 it had been found necessary to reduce by 
slaughter surplus cattle at the San Francisco presidio. But horses (mares more especially) 
were less valuable than cattle, and having increased to vast herds which consumed the 
mission pasture, and in the San Joaquin Valley roamed hither and yon in squadrons 
devastating though picturesque, it was ordered in 1805, at the instance of President Tapis, 
that their number be reduced; and between 1805 and 1810 they were slaughtered by tens of 
thousands." 

        Richman refers in a note to a communication dated 1805, preserved in the Bancroft 
collection, from Mascario de Castro to Arrillaga, San Jose, on the necessity of killing mares, 
and to a petition of the Russian-American Company stating that immense herds of wild cattle 
and horses range as far north as the Columbia River, and that an annual slaughter of 10,000 
to 30,000 head had been ordered. 

        Lieutenant Joseph Warren Revere of the United States Navy, an expert horseman, 
author of "A Tour of Duty in California," 1849, who tells us that he has mounted the noblest of 
the race in the stables of Mohammed Ali, Viceroy of Egypt, as well as those belonging to other 
potentates in Syria, Egypt, and Barbary, besides choice specimens of the Persian stock in 
British India, describes the horse of the Spanish Californian ranchero for us. He tells us it was 
of Andalusian descent, "beautiful and strong. White, dapple-gray, or chestnut in color, he was 
full-chested, thin-flanked, round in the barrel, clean-limbed, with unusually small head, feet, 
and ears, large, full eyes, expanded nostrils, and full flowing mane and tail." 

        It is interesting to note that this animal, which we thus find so abundant and figuring so 
considerably in the history of California at the beginning of the nineteenth century, and which 
in its wild state was of course entirely gone before the beginning of the twentieth, appears 
not to have been introduced into the present California at the beginning of the eighteenth. 
Kino, who commanded an exploring expedition to the Gila-Colorado junction in 1701, relates 
that the Indians there were amazed at the speed of his horses, an animal never before seen 
by them. 

        That wild horses were abundant in Merced County in its infancy is well established. 
Samuel L. Givens, a pioneer of 1852 to Mariposa and Merced Counties, now living at the age 
of eighty-two on his ranch on Bear Creek about thirteen miles northeast of Merced, relates 
that there was within his recollection a corral for their capture somewhat further down the 
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creek, probably on the Wolfsen Ranch, with a low fence or wing extending far out away from 
the creek to guide the animals into the enclosure. And in the minutes of the county for the 
first year of its existence (1855) it stands of record that certain citizens petitioned the board of 
supervisors, and the board granted the petition, to impose a license of $25 a month on each 
person engaging in the business of catching mustang horses within the county. The board 
imposed the license and gave the sheriff half of it for collecting it. Evidently there was no 
great rush to the county seat to pay the license; we may fairly presume that the sheriff 
earned his money at the job. 

        But we have wandered beyond the age of the explorers into that of the earlier settlers. It 
is necessary to go back some twenty years to notice one more early American exploring 
expedition from across the Sierra Nevadas. This is the one of Joseph Reddeford Walker, who, 
like Young, was a Tennesseean. Walker was one of the lieutenants of that Captain Bonneville 
whose expedition to the Great West has been chronicled by Washington Irving. 

        On July 24, 1833, Walker left Bonneville's main command on the Green River, and with 
thirty-five or forty men started westward to explore the territory beyond the Great Salt Lake. 
The party passed the lake, struck the headwaters of the Humboldt or Mary's River, followed it 
to its sink, and crossed the Sierra Nevada. Washington Irving is vague as to their exact 
course, and Cleland tells us that it is still a matter of conjecture—that some place it by way of 
the Truckee and others further south, following up the river which now bears Walker's name 
and so crossing the crest of the divide. This would bring them in by way of the Sonora Pass to 
the head of the South Fork of the Stanislaus, by the same route by which Smith had crossed 
to the eastward. Cleland, however, quotes George Nidever, a member of the expedition, to 
the effect that the route down the western slope of the Sierras lay "through a valley between 
the Merced and the Tuolomi Rivers." Walker's tombstone, Cleland notes, bears the inscription, 
"Camped at Yosemite, Nov. 13, 1833." 

        A map accompanying Richman's history shows Walker's route cutting approximately 
through the middle—from north to south—of the present Yosemite National Park, coming in a 
little north of Mono Lake, where the nearest pass would be the Tioga. 

        The party reached the San Joaquin Valley, at any rate, traveled southward a short 
distance, then turned westward to the coast and spent Christmas at Monterey, where the 
inhabitants proved courteous and diverting hosts. The trappers here got beyond Walker's 
control and wasted much of Bonneville's substance, so that after some months Walker led 
them, except some who elected to remain, back into the San Joaquin again. He continued up 
the Valley to near its southern end and passed out by way of the South Fork of the Kern 
through the opening since known as Walker's Pass. Possibly exploring the Owens River Valley, 
Walker proceeded in a general northeasterly course and rejoined Bonneville on the Bear 
River in Utah. 

        These early American expeditions established a regular trade route with southern 
California; they increased the foreign population, so that the number of Americans coming by 
land rivaled those coming by sea; and they familiarized the settlers of the western American 
States with the resources and the easy conditions of life in the country west of the Sierra. We 
have just seen how some of Walker's men chose to remain in California. Some of the free 
trappers of some of these early expeditions likewise chose to remain behind, it would seem, 
in the San Joaquin region. W. L. Means, who lives on a ranch in the Merced River bottom a 
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short distance below Snelling, states that when his father, likewise W. L. Means, left the 
Mariposa mines in 1851 or 1852 to come down into the Robla region some ten or twelve 
miles southwest of Merced to hunt meat for the market which the mines supplied, he hired 
amongst others to help him in curing the flesh of elk and antelope a man named McPherson, 
who had lived for some years among the Mariposa County Indians. 

        Doubtless among those wild and adventurous spirits there was every now and then one 
who preferred to stay in this new and pleasing wilderness. It is a reasonable conjecture, 
though with no very great chance of verification, for the circumstances of their lives would be 
greatly against any record except word of mouth surviving them. The day of the fur hunter 
who was also an explorer drew to a close, and the day of the earliest settler approached. 
From among the first, guides for the last were sometimes recruited—such men as Walker, Kit 
Carson, and Jim Bridger. 

        More and more the situation was shaping up for the ultimate taking over of the territory 
by Americans. Well-grounded indeed was the increasing dread of the Mexican officials 
regarding the growing numbers within their borders of the citizens of the vigorous young 
republic to the east. Before we proceed in the next chapter to follow the fortunes of the 
earliest Americans who came as settlers, it is worth while to remind ourselves here that 
already these forerunners of the settlers had done as much to occupy the region east of the 
Coast Range as Spain and Mexico in all their years had done. 
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CHAPTER III 

FIRST AMERICAN SETTLERS TO CALIFORNIA 

  

        "The significant work of the overland fur traders," says Cleland, "came to an end about 
1840." We shall find settlement by Americans in the San Joaquin Valley—though we cannot 
say in what now is or ever was Merced County—had already begun before this date. 

        Anyone who has traveled the western slope of the Sierra Nevadas anywhere from the 
passes which lead over in the region of Lake Tahoe to as far south as the Stanislaus and the 
Tuolumne, has very likely been struck with the distant clear-cut peak of Mount Diablo, rising 
above the lesser hills clear across the San Joaquin Valley. As a landmark it stood without an 
equal to the weary emigrants from the East after their long and trying journey across more 
than a thousand miles beyond the then most westerly boundaries of the United States. 

        At the foot of this mountain, which now gives its name to the meridian and baseline from 
which nearly all the surveys of the State north of the Tehachapi are reckoned, Dr. John 
Marsh, an American gentleman of education and ability, had in 1837 purchased the three 
square leagues of the Rancho Los Meganos. The doctor lived in a small adobe house near the 
point where he afterwards built "The Marsh Stone House." Here he lived until his death in 
1856, and his ranch or Captain Sutter's fort at New Helvetia was the goal of most of the early 
emigrant parties. 

        The following letter, which Dr. Marsh wrote to Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, in 1842, 
is so illuminative of the period and the situation, that we give it in full: 

Farm of Pulpines, near St. Francisco, 
Hon. Lewis Cass.  
Upper California, 1842. 

         "Dear Sir: You will probably be somewhat surprised to receive a letter from an individual 
from whom you have not heard, or even thought of, for nearly twenty years; yet although the 
lapse of time has wrought many changes both in men and things, the personal identity of us 
both has probably been left. You will, I think, remember a youth whom you met at Green Bay 
in 1825, who, having left his Alma Mater, had spent a year or two in the 'far, far West,' and 
was then returning to his New England home, and whom you induced to turn his face again 
toward the setting sun; that youth who, but for your influence, would probably now have 
been administering pills in some quiet Yankee village, is now a gray-haired man, breeding 
cattle and cultivating grapevines on the shores of the Pacific. Your benevolence prompted 
you to take an interest in the fortunes of that youth, and it is therefore presumed you may 
not be unwilling to hear from him again. 

        "I left the United States in 1835, and came to New Mexico, and thence traversing the 
States of Chihuahua and Sonora, crossed the Rio Colorado at its junction with the Gila, near 
the tidewater of Gulph, and entered this territory at its southern part. Any more direct route 
was at that time unknown and considered impracticable. 
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        "I have now been more than ten years in this country, and have traveled over all the 
inhabited and most of the uninhabited parts of it. I have resided eight years where I now live, 
near the Bay of San Francisco, and at the point where the rivers Sacramento and San 
Joaquin unite together to meet the tide-water of the bay, about forty miles from the ocean. I 
possess at this place a farm about ten miles by twelve in extent, one side of which borders on 
the river, which is navigable to this point for sea-going vessels. I have at last found the far 
West, and intend to end my ramblings here. 

        "I perceive by the public papers that this region of country, including that immediately 
north of it, which until lately was the most completely a terra incognita of any portion of the 
globe, is at length attracting the attention of the United States and Europe. The world, at 
length, seems to have become awake to the natural advantages of California and Oregon, 
and it seems probable that at the same moment I am writing, their political destinies are 
about being settled, at least for a long time to come. I mention the two countries together 
because I conceive the future destiny of this whole region to be one and inseparable. The 
natural conformation of the country strongly indicates it, and a sympathy and fellow feeling 
in the inhabitants is taking place, which must soon bring about the consummation. California, 
as well as Oregon, is rapidly peopling with emigrants from the United States. Even the 
inhabitants of Spanish origin, tired of anarchy and misrule, would be glad to come under the 
American Government. 

        "The Government of the United States, in encouraging and facilitating emigration to 
Oregon, is, in fact, helping to people California. It is like the British Government sending 
settlers to Canada. The emigrants are well aware of the vast superiority of California, both in 
soil and climate, and I may add, facility of access. Every year shorter and better routes are 
being discovered, and this year the great desideratum of a good and practical road for wheel 
carriages has been found. Fifty-three wagons, with that number of families, have arrived 
safely, and more than a month earlier than any previous company. The American 
Government encourages emigration to Oregon by giving gratuitously some five or six 
hundred acres of land to each family of actual settlers. California, too, gives lands, not by 
acres, but by leagues, and has some thousands of leagues more to give to anybody who will 
occupy them. Never in any instance has less than one league been given to any individual, 
and the wide world from which to select from all the unoccupied lands in the territory. While 
Col. Almonte, the Mexican Minister to Washington, is publishing his proclamations in the 
American newspapers forbidding people to emigrate to California, and telling them that no 
lands will be given them, the actual Government here is doing just the contrary. In fact they 
care about as much for the Government of Mexico as for that of Japan. 

        "It has been usual to estimate the population of Upper California at five thousand 
persons of Spanish descent, and twenty thousand Indians. This estimate may have been near 
the truth twenty years ago. At present the population may be stated in round numbers at 
seven thousand Spaniards, ten thousand civilized, or rather domesticated Indians. To this 
may be added about seven hundred Americans, one hundred English, Irish, and Scotch, and 
about one hundred French, Germans, and Italians. 

        "Within the territorial limits of Upper California, taking the parallel of 42° for the northern, 
and the Colorado River for the southeastern boundary, are an immense number of wild, 
naked, brute Indians. The number, of course, can only be conjectured. They probably exceed 
a million, and may perhaps amount to double that number. 
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        "The far-famed missions of California no longer exist. They have nearly all been broken 
up, and the lands apportioned out into farms. They were certainly munificent ecclestistical 
baronies; and although their existence was quite incompatible with the general prosperity of 
the country, it seems almost a pity to see their downfall. The immense piles of buildings and 
beautiful vineyards and orchards are all that remain, with the exception of two in the 
southern part of the territory, which still retain a small remnant of their former prosperity. 

        "The climate of California is remarkably different from that of the United States. The great 
distinguishing difference is its regularity and uniformity. From May to October the wind is 
invariably from the northwest, and during this time it never rains, and the sky is brilliantly 
clear and serene. The weather during this time is temperate, and rarely oppressively warm. 
The nights are always agreeably cool, and many of the inhabitants sleep in the open air the 
whole year round. From October to May the southeast wind frequently blows, and is always 
accompanied by rain. Snow never falls excepting in the mountains. Frost is rare except in 
December or January. A proof of the mildness of the winter this moment presents itself in the 
shape of a hummingbird, which I just saw from the open window, and this is in latitude 38° on 
the first day of February. Wheat is sown from October until March, and maize from March 
until July. As respects human health and comfort, the climate is incomparably better than 
that of any part of the United States. It is much the most healthy country I have ever seen or 
have any knowledge of. There is no disease whatever that can be attributed to the influence 
of the climate. 

        "The face of the country differs as much from the United States as the climate. The whole 
territory is traversed by ranges of mountains, which run parallel to each other and to the 
coast. The highest points may be about six thousand feet above the sea, in most places 
much lower, and in many parts they dwindle to low hills. They are everywhere covered with 
grass and vegetation, and many of the valleys and northern declivities abound with the finest 
timber trees. Between these ranges of mountains are level valleys, or rather plains, of every 
width, from five miles to fifty. The magnificent valley through which, flow the rivers of St. 
Joaquin and Sacramento is five hundred miles long, with an average width of forty or fifty. It 
is intersected laterally by many smaller rivers, abounding with salmon. 

        "The only inhabitants of this valley, which is capable of supporting a nation, are about a 
hundred and fifty Americans and a few Indians. No published maps that I have seen give any 
correct idea of the country, excepting the outline of the coast. 

        "The Bay of San Francisco is considered by nautical men one of the finest harbors in the 
world. It consists of two principal arms, diverging from the entrance in nearly opposite 
directions, and each about fifty miles long, with an average width of eight or ten. It is 
perfectly sheltered from every wind, has great depth of water, is easily accessible at all times, 
and space enough for half the ships in the world. The entrance is less than a mile wide, and 
could be easily fortified so as to make it entirely impregnable. The vicinity abounds in the 
finest timber for ship-building, and in fact everything necessary to make it a great naval and 
commercial depot. If it were in the hands of a nation who knew how to make use of it, its 
influence would soon be felt on all the western coast of America, and probably through the 
whole Pacific. 

        "I think it cannot long remain in the hands of its present owners. If it does not come into 
possession of Americans, the English will have it. This port in their hands, what will Oregon be 
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worth to the United States ? They loudly threaten to get possession of Cuba as an offset 
against Texas. Will they not be quite as likely to obtain California, as an offset against 
Oregon? A British ship of war was here last summer, whose captain was a brother of Lord 
Aberdeen, and one of her lieutenants a son of Sir R. Peel. The gentlemen declared openly that 
this port would soon belong to them. This I take to be only a slight ebullition of John Bullism; 
but that they want this port, and will have it if possible, there can be no doubt, a 
consummation most earnestly and ardently to be deprecated by every American. I hope it 
may direct your views to take an interest in this matter. 

        "The agricultural capabilities of California are but very imperfectly developed. The whole 
of it is remarkably adapted to the culture of the vine. Wine and brandy of excellent quality are 
made in considerable quantities. Olives, figs, and almonds grow well. Apples, pears, and 
peaches are abundant, and in the southern part oranges. Cotton is beginning to be cultivated 
and succeeds well. It is the finest country for wheat I have ever seen. Fifty for one is an, 
average crop, with very imperfect cultivation. One hundred fold is not uncommon, and even 
one hundred and fifty has been produced. Maize produces tolerably well, but not equal to 
some parts of the United States. Hemp, flax, and tobacco have been cultivated on a small 
scale, and succeed well. The raising of cattle is the principal pursuit of the inhabitants, and 
the most profitable. 

        "The foreign commerce of Upper California employs from ten to fifteen sail of vessels, 
mostly large ships. Somewhat more than half of these are American, and belong exclusively 
to the port of Boston. The others are English, French, Russian, Mexican, Peruvian, and 
Hawaiian. The French from their islands in the Pacific and the Russians from Kamtschatka, 
and their establishments on the northwest coast, resort here for provisions and live stock. 
The exports consist of hides and tallow, cows, lard, wheat, soap, timber, and furs. There are 
slaughtered annually about one hundred thousand head of cattle, worth $800,000. The 
whole value of the exports annually amounts to about $1,000,000. The largest item of 
imports is American cotton goods. The duties on imports are enormously high, amounting on 
most important articles to one hundred and fifty per cent on the original cost, and in many 
instances to four or five hundred. Thus, as in most Spanish countries, a high bounty is paid to 
encourage smuggling. Whale ships visit St. Francisco annually in considerable numbers for 
refreshments, and fail not to profit by the facilities for illicit commerce. 

        "California, although nominally belonging to Mexico, is about as independent of it as 
Texas, and must ere long share the same fate. Since my residence here, no less than four 
Mexican governors have been driven from the country by force of arms. The last of these, 
Micheltorena, with about four hundred of his soldiers and one hundred employes, were 
driven away about a year ago. 

        "This occurred at the time that the rest of the nation was expelling his master, Santa Ana, 
although nothing of this was known here at the time. The new administration, therefore, with 
a good grace, highly approved of our conduct. In fact, the successive administrations in 
Mexico have always shown a disposition to sanction and approve of whatever we may do 
here, from a conscious inability to retain even a nominal dominion over the country by any 
other means. Upper California has been governed for the last year entirely by its own citizens. 
Lower California is in general an uninhabited and uninhabitable desert. The scanty 
population it contains lives near the extremity of the Cape, and has no connection and little 
intercourse with this part of the country. 
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        "Upper California has a productive gold mine, and silver ore has been found in many 
places. A mine of quicksilver has been very lately found in this vicinity, which promises to be 
very valuable. 

        "I know not, since you have been so long engaged in more weighty concerns, if you take 
the same interest as formerly in Indian affairs, but since I have supposed your personal 
identity to remain, I shall venture a few remarks on the aborigines of California. In stature the 
California Indian rather exceeds the average of the tribes east of the mountains. He is heavier 
limbed and stouter built. They are a hairy race, and some of them have beards that would do 
honor to a Turk. The color similar to that of the Algonquin race, or perhaps rather lighter. The 
visage, short and broad, with wide mouth, thick lips, broad nose, and extremely low forehead. 
In some individuals the hair grows quite down to the eyebrows, and they may be said to have 
no forehead at all. Some few have that peculiar conformation of the eye so remarkable in the 
Chinese and Tartar races, and entirely different from the common American Indian or the 
Polynesian; and with this unpromising set of features, some have an animated and agreeable 
expression of countenance. The general expression of the wild Indian has nothing of the 
proud and lofty bearing, or the haughtiness and ferocity so often seen east of the mountains. 
It is more commonly indicative of timidity and stupidity. 

        "The men and children are absolutely and entirely naked, and the dress of the women is 
the least possible or conceivable remove from nudity. Their food varies with the season. In 
February and March they live on grass and herbage; clover and wild pea-vine are among the 
best kinds of their pasturage. I have often seen hundreds of them grazing together in a 
meadow, like so many cattle. 

        "They are very poor hunters of the larger animals, but very skillful in making and 
managing nets for fish and fowl. They also collect in their season great quantities of the 
seeds of various grasses, which are particularly abundant. Acorns are another principal 
article of food, which are larger, more abundant, and of better quality than I have seen 
elsewhere. The Californian is not more different from the tribes east of the mountains in his 
physical than in his moral and intellectual qualities. They are easily domesticated, not averse 
to labor, have a natural aptitude to learn mechanical trades, and, I believe, universally a 
fondness for music, and a facility in acquiring it. 

        "The Mission of St. Joseph, when in its prosperity, had one hundred plough-men, and I 
have often seen them all at work in one field, each with his plow. It had also fifty weavers, 
twenty tanners, thirty shoemakers, forty masons, twenty carpenters, ten blacksmiths, and 
various other mechanics. They are not nearly so much addicted to intoxication as is common 
to other Indians. I was for some years of the opinion that they were of an entirely different 
race from those east of the mountains, and they certainly have but little similarity. The only 
thing that caused me to think differently is that they have the same Moccasin game that is so 
common on the Mississippi, and what is more remarkable, they accompany it by singing 
precisely the same tune! The diversity of language among them is very great. It is seldom an 
Indian can understand another who lives fifty miles distant; within the limits of California are 
at least a hundred dialects, apparently entirely dissimilar. Few or no white persons have 
taken any pains to learn them, as there are individuals in all the tribes which have 
communication with the settlements who speak Spanish. 
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        "The children, when caught young, are most easily domesticated, and manifest a great 
aptitude to learn whatever is taught them; when taken into Spanish families, and treated with 
kindness, in a few months they learn the language and habits of their masters. When they 
come to maturity they show no disposition to return to the savage state. The mind of the wild 
Indian, of whatever age, appears to be a tabula rasa, on which no impressions, except those 
of a mere animal nature, have been made, and ready to receive any impress whatever. I 
remember a remark of yours some years ago, that "Indians were only grown-up children." 
Here we have a real race of infants. In many recent instances when a family of white people 
have taken a farm in the vicinity of an Indian village, in a short time they would have the 
whole tribe for willing serfs. They submit to flagellation with more humility than the negroes. 
Nothing more is necessary for their complete subjugation but kindness in the beginning, and 
a little well-timed severity when manifestly deserved. It is common for the white man to ask 
the Indian, when the latter has committed any fault, how many lashes he thinks he deserves. 
The Indian, with a simplicity and humility almost inconceivable, replies ten or twenty, 
according to his opinion of the magnitude of the offense. The white man then orders another 
Indian to inflict the punishment, which is received without the least sign of resentment or 
discontent. This I have myself witnessed or I could hardly have believed it. Throughout all 
California the Indians are the principal laborers; without them the business of the country 
could hardly be carried on. 

        "I fear the unexpected length of this desultory epistle will be tedious to you, but I hope it 
will serve at least to diversify your correspondence. If I can afford you any information, or be 
servicable to you in any way, I beg you to command me. Any communication to me can be 
sent through the American Minister at Mexico, or the Commanding Officer of the Squadron of 
the Pacific, directed to the care of T. O. Larkin, Esq., American Consul in Monterey. I am, sir, 

very respectfully,   
"Your obedient servant 
John Marsh. 
Hon. Lewis Cass. 

        A careful reading of this letter, an immersion of himself in it so far as possible, will do 
much to put the present-day reader back in that period, only eighty-two years distant in point 
of actual time, yet so remote in all its factors from the age in which we live. We are in a time 
when the western boundary of the United States was the Rocky Mountains, and what it is 
even harder to remember when the eastern boundary of California was the so-called Diablo 
Range, the most easterly of the Coast Range summits. The country between was of course 
claimed by Spain, and after 1823, by Mexico in her turn; but the weakness of the whole 
scheme of Spanish colonization stands out in the practically nothing which either had done 
to actually take it, or even to find out what it was like. 

        The Spaniard and the Mexican had done, something to give place names to the streams 
and other geographical features of the region; but already the enterprising Gringo, heir to 
another and a far more effective idea of colonization, had done more to subject it than the 
top-heavy centralized system of the Dons had been able to accomplish in more than three 
centuries. 

        It is apparent from Dr. Marsh's letter that he was a man of both education and 
intelligence, which makes it all the more interesting and significant to note some of the 
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limitations of his information, in the face of his statement that he had been pretty well all 
over the country. Perhaps the two most glaring inaccuracies are his six thousand feet as the 
maximum altitude of the mountains, showing familiarity with the Coast Range but not much 
with the Sierras, and his naïve estimate of the wild Indian population as probably a million 
and perhaps double that number—a figure several times as large as that which scholars now 
assign as the Indian population of the entire continent in the aborigines' palmiest days. 
Gabriel Moraga was in all probability the man who had found out more than any other about 
the interior up to that time, and the very cursory nature of some of his explorations has 
already been suggested. It was hardly to be expected that Dr. Marsh should have more 
knowledge of the country than he displays, after a residence of some five years in it. 

        It is interesting to note that the northern and southeastern limits which he mentions 
when estimating the Indian population are the present northern and southeastern 
boundaries of the State, but there is nothing in the estimate to indicate very definitely how far 
east he considered the country he was describing extended. The present eastern boundary of 
the State was never heard of until the first constitutional convention in 1849, when its 
location was the cause of no little argument. He clearly means to include materially more 
country than that which the Spaniards and the Mexicans had reduced to actual occupation; 
he knew, of course, though inexactly, of the existence of the Sierra Nevadas, the most likely 
natural limit, and beyond that we cannot go from his letter. 

        He mentions a party of fifty-three wagons and as many families which arrived "this year," 
and as he writes under date of February 1, 1842, and the parties, starting invariably in the 
spring or early summer, arrived as invariably in the fall, he is most likely referring to what was 
the first company which history has clearly written down among those who come entirely as 
settlers—the Bartleson-Bidwell expedition, which reached his ranch November 4, 1841. 

        Though there is no reason to believe that any member of the Bartleson-Bidwell party 
reached Merced County, their story may fairly be told here as typical of the stories of other 
similar parties, of which it was the first. There had been a good deal of advertising of 
California in the United States. Dr. John Marsh's letter quoted above is only one sample of a 
considerable number, from one source and another, which received a wide publicity among 
a people decidedly likely to be stirred by them. Richard Henry Dana, to mention only one 
other, in "Two Years Before the Mast," first published in 1840, has the following paragraph : 

        "Such are the people who inhabit a country embracing four or five hundred miles of sea-
coast, with several good harbors; with fine forests in the north; the waters filled with fish, and 
the plains covered with thousands of head of cattle; blessed with a climate than which there 
can be no better in the world; free from all manner of diseases, whether epidemic or 
endemic; and with a soil in which corn yields from seventy to eighty fold. In the hands of an 
enterprising people, what a country this might be !" 

        In Platte County, Missouri, in the months preceding the spring of 1841, the Western 
Immigration Society was organized, with a good deal of enthusiasm, for the purpose of 
enlisting recruits and providing a systematic program for an expedition to this wonderful 
country. A trapper named Robidoux, recently returned from the coast, who, says Cleland, 
appeared to be a 'calm, considerate man,' so impressed his Platte County hearers that he 
was asked to speak before a large assembly of settlers. He described California as a land of 
'perennial spring and boundless fertility.' Several hundred people from several of the western 
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States were signed up; but a reaction set in, with landowners and merchants, alarmed at the 
idea of a wholesale exodus of their people, throwing more or less cold water on the 
enthusiasm which had been kindled. Many drew back. Of the sixty-nine who gathered at the 
appointed rendezvous at Sapling Grove, in what is now eastern Kansas, in May, 1841, only 
one, a young man named John Bidwell, from Ohio, had signed the original pledge of the 
Emigrant Society. 

        None of the party were experienced mountain men. "We knew," says Bidwell, "that 
California lay west, and that was the extent of our knowledge. Some of the maps consulted, 
supposed to be correct, showed a lake in the vicinity of where Salt Lake now is; it was 
represented as a long lake, three or four hundred miles in extent, narrow, and with two 
outlets, both running into the Pacific ocean, either apparanetly larger than the Mississippi 
River." 

        So prevalent, says Cleland, was this conception of western geography, that Bidwell was 
advised to take tools along with which to construct canoes for the navigation of one of these 
rivers from Salt Lake to the Pacific! 

        Poor leadership added to their troubles. John Bartleson, of Jackson County Missouri, had 
been elected company commander, to prevent the withdrawal of himself and his supporters 
and the breakup of the company. Fifteen women and children intensified the problem. Each 
member supplied his own equipment—wagon, animals, provisions, arms. The animals were a 
mixed bunch of horses, mules. and oxen; the provisions were limited to essentials. Money was 
almost entirely lacking. They went from Westport, the present Kansas City up the Platte far 
north to the vicinity of the present town of Pocatello, then called Soda Springs. The party split 
here, part going further north. Less than half of the sixty-nine, including one woman, Mrs. 
Benjamin Kelsey, with her little daughter, started southwest for California. Their journey was 
one of unbroken hardships across the Utah and Nevada deserts; their party became 
separated when Bartleson with eight others on horseback struck out by themselves. They 
were united again, well along in September, on the Walker River, or, as they called it, the 
Balm—recalling in this appreciative naming of the stream the circumstances under which 
Gabriel Moraga had named the Merced thirty-five years earlier. 

        They slaughtered their remaining oxen, jerked the meat, and went up the Walker River 
and over the summit of the Sierras to the headwaters of the South Fork of the Stanislaus. 
They became entangled in the gorges of this stream; food was so scarce that they they were 
forced to eat crows, wild cats, and anything else they could get. One member of the party 
became separated from the rest and turned up later at Sutter's Fort. Their animals could 
scarcely travel; they dragged themselves wearily down across the foothills, discouraged by 
the idea that they must still cross the range they could see to the westward in order to reach 
California. Bidwell tells how they came to the San Joaquin: 

        "When morning came the foremost of the party waited for the others to come up. They 
had found water in a stagnant pond, and what was better, they had shot a fat coyote, and 
with us it was anything but mule meat. As for myself, I was unfortunate, being among those 
in the rear and not aware of the feast in the advance. I did not reach it in time to get any of 
the coyote except the lights and the windpipe. Longing for fat meat and willing to eat 
anything but poor mule meat, and seeing a little fat on the windpipe of the coyote, I threw it 
on the coals to warm it and greedily devoured it. 
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        "But halcyon days were at hand. We turned directly to the north to reach what seemed 
to be the nearest timber. This was at a distance of ten miles or so, which in our weakened 
condition it took us nearly all day to travel. It brought us to the Stanislaus River at a point not 
far from the foothills. Here the rich alluvial bottom was more than a mile wide. It had been 
burned over, but the new grass was starting up and growing luxuriously, but sparsely, like 
thinly sown grain. But what gladdened our eyes most was the abundance of game in sight, 
principally antelope. Before dark we had killed two of them and two sand hill cranes, and 
besides there was an abundance of wild grapes. Still we had no idea that we were yet in 
California, but supposed we had yet to cross the range of mountains to the west." 

        With the guidance of a friendly Indian, however, they came in a few days to Dr. John 
Marsh's ranch at the foot of Mt. Diablo. They reached it on November 4, 1841, after having 
been six months on the way. Marsh secured passports for them from General Vallejo, though 
Bidwell did not get his until he had been in the San Jose jail for three days, without food and 
much annoyed by fleas. It was merely an official oversight, soon set right. 

        "Northwest America," Richman tells us ("California under Spain and Mexico," page 270), " 
including what is now Washington, Oregon, and Montana, was the field of the Hudson's Bay 
Company. Relations between the latter and Alta California were friendly, even cordial. The 
Company never encroached, and early in 1841 an agreement was made with Alvarado 
whereby its trappers might operate along the Sacramento." 

        Captain Johann August Sutter had already established himself at New Helvetia, the 
present Sacramento, in 1839. Sutter objected to the agreement mentioned. That he felt 
himself pretty strongly established in the country is indicated by a letter which Richman gives 
at length, warning the Mexican government "to explain these ignorant people," he puts it, 
"what would be the consequence if they do injure me, the first french freggate who came 
here will do me justice." 

        Alarm amongst the Mexicans at the increasing influx of Americans was growing. On July 
4, 1842, President Santa Ana issued instructions to Governor Micheltorena that from and 
after a date to be fixed by him no individuals belonging to the United States were to be 
admitted to his department. The Mexican counsul at New Orleans, as early as January 9 of 
the same year, had written to the Minister of Relations that the American Government had 
expressed a determination to acquire territory for a naval station on the Pacific coast 
between the Columbia River and Guayaquil. He advised that Americans be denied admission 
to the territory and that all such as were domiciled without passports be expelled. On May 7, 
the same official called attention to statements in the New Orleans papers that thirty 
American emigrants who had reached California without passports had at first been arrested 
but later set free and given passports—referring to the Bartleson-Bidwell party. 

        On October 2 of the same year, Juan N. Almonte, Mexican representative at Washington, 
wrote to his government: "There can be no doubt that of the thousand families that this year 
have emigrated from the States of Arkansas and Missouri, and the Territories of Tova (Iowa?) 
and Wisconseis in the direction of Oregon, more than a third part have gone with the 
intention of establishing themselves in Alta California. . . . I infer that the objects of these 
emigrants are not pure, and that there is involved a project that time will disclose. This I 
communicate to the end that the comandante-general of the department may be forwarned, 
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not losing sight of the fact that this scheme of emigration may be in consonance with plans 
that the Texans some time since entertained concerning that beautiful land." 

        There appears to have been real cause for his alarm. In 1843, of some 800 emigrants to 
the Northwest, the Hastings party (thirty-six strong) and the Chiles-Walker company (about 
fifty) came to California, the first in one division from Oregon, and the second in two, one by 
way of Fort Boise and New Helvetia, and the other by Owens River and Lake, the Tulares, and 
Gilroy's Rancho, where the present town of Gilroy stands. The latter therefore probably 
passed through part of the present Merced County, most likely crossing the Diablo Range by 
Pacheco Pass. 

        "In 1844 three companies came," Richman tells us, "one twenty-five strong, under 
Lieutenant John C. Fremont by way of the Carson River; a Kelsey contingent (thirty-six strong) 
by a route not definitely known; and the Stevens party (over fifty strong) by way of Truckee 
and Bear Rivers—line of the modern railway." 

        In 1845 Richman mentioned six or seven parties, totaling perhaps 250 persons. One, 
under Green McMahon, included James W. Marshall, the discoverer of gold, and came from 
Oregon. Among the others were the Sublette party, the Grigsby party (including William B. Ide 
of Bear Flag fame), the Fremont-Walker party, and the Lanford W. Hastings party. All of these 
except the one from Oregon came in by the routes of the Sacramento or lower San Joaquin, 
except the Walker party, which came by way of the Owens River and Lake. 

        Parties become yearly more numerous. We have shown enough to correct the idea, 
sometimes held, that immigration from across the plains was negligible before the discovery 
of gold, and enough also to give some notion of the haziness of the ideas about California 
and especially about the route to it. These things of course were among those which the 
early pioneers of this county shared with the rest. 

        An incident which occurred about this time illustrates the extent to which the more 
energetic American had taken over the work of the region and the extent to which the easy-
going Mexican government acquiesced in it, besides giving us another look at the Indian 
situation and, most important for our purpose, touching Merced County directly. In 1845, 
after the surrender of Micheltorena, Pio Pico, resolved to put a stop to horse-stealing 
depredations, made a compact with Captain John Gantt and Dr. John Marsh to attack the 
rancherias of the lower San Joaquin and of the Merced Rivers, and to deliver the captives to 
"Señor Sutter." Pio Pico, on his part, organized a movement further south. What the result of 
either expedition was, we are not told. 

        Some idea of how the number of Americans by this time in California compared with the 
number of Spaniards or Mexicans—Californians, as they were then called—is given in Dr. 
Marsh's letter in the statement of the Spanish population which he there makes. The number 
was exceedingly small. Richman (page 226), says that under Sola, the last of the Spanish 
governors, who became also the first of the Mexican governors, the State Secular, which in 
1779 could claim a total white population of about 500 persons, and by 1783 not over 1000, 
could in 1820 claim 3270, of whom about 700 were soldiers. The number of the neophytes at 
the missions he puts at the last date at 20,500, a gain of 7000 since 1800. In 1820 he puts the 
number of cattle, horses, mules, and sheep at 349,882 head, a gain of 162,882 since 1800; 
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the agricultural products (wheat, barley, corn, beans, and peas) at 113,625 bushels annually, 
a gain in annual production over twenty years before of 57,625 bushels. 

        The neophytes were dying off. In 1800 the death rate had equalled 50 per cent of the 
baptisms; by 1810 it had risen to 72 per cent, and by 1820 to 86 per cent. 

        It was what to us now must appear an almost unbelievably small, as well as a decadent 
province, which in the ripeness of time was soon to be displaced by the beginnings of an 
American State. 
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CHAPTER IV 

JOHN C. FREMONT 

  

        That interesting and romantic figure of the history of the West, John C. Fremont, touches 
the history of Merced County in two ways —he passed through the territory now embraced in 
the county's boundaries in 1844 when he was on his way back to the East again on his 
famous "pathfinding" exploring expedition of that and the previous year, and he was for a 
number of years the owner of what is now familiarly called the Mariposa Grant, which was 
one of the class called "floating grants," which was finally permanently located in the present 
Mariposa County, but which earlier had been located on the rich plains land in the, vicinity of 
the present town of Le Grand in Merced County. 

        After a first expedition in 1842 whose chief work was, from a geographical standpoint, 
the careful surveying of the route through the South Pass of the Rockies and the detailed 
knowledge acquired of those mountains, and from a historical standpoint, the stimulus it 
gave to travel to Oregon and California—a four months' expedition —Fremont, under the 
authority of Colonel Abert of the Topographical Engineers, organized a second expedition to 
explore the West. The object was to connect his explorations of the previous year's expedition 
with those made by Lieutenant Wilkes along the Pacific Coast in 1841. 

        He left the junction of the Kansas and the Missouri Rivers May 29, 1843, with thirty-nine 
men. The expedition was well armed and equipped, and took along with it a twelve-pound 
mountain howitzer, from the United States arsenal at St. Louis—which, by the way, it 
developed the War Department disapproved of, and which was retained to them only by the 
independence and ready wit of Fremont's wife, Senator Benton's daughter, Jessie Benton 
Fremont. 

        After various wanderings with which we are scarcely concerned —Kit Carson and 
Alexander Godey joined them at St. Vrain's Fort on the South Platte—they went to Fort Hall, 
where the trails to Oregon and to California parted company. Some of their scouts fell in with 
part of the Chiles company under Joseph Walker near here, bound for California by way of 
Mono Lake and Walker Pass. They went on into Oregon, to Walla Walla, The Dalles, and Fort 
Vancouver, at which latter place the courteous Hudson's Bay Company commander, Dr. 
McLoughlin, made them warmly welcome. 

        Instead of returning the way they had come, Fremont planned to work further south, into 
the Great Basin, then very little known. He wanted to investigate Klamath Lake, from which 
the Sacramento was supposed to flow, to search for Mary's Lake, supposed to lie between 
the Great Salt Lake and the Sierras, and to explore the mythical Buenaventura River, 
appearing on many authoritative maps of the time as flowing from the Rocky Mountains to 
San Francisco Bay. Cleland gives at the front of his "American Period" a facsimile of part of a 
map of the British Royal Geographer of 1824 showing the Beunaventura and a good deal 
more of the entirely imaginary geography of those times. 

        The return journey was begun November 25, 1843, with twenty-five men in the party—
some had been sent home from Fort Hall. They had more than a hundred riding and pack 
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animals, and several head of cattle, driven along for food. They followed the route Fremont 
had laid out until after the middle of January. Then they came into unknown country, and 
travel grew increasingly difficult. There was no Mary's Lake, no Beunaventura River, to be 
found. Food grew scarce; their animals were exhausted or badly lamed. The men themselves 
lost spirit. 

        Fremont, in the face of these difficulties, determined to abandon the route previously laid 
out, and to cross the Sierras to the Sacramento. The passage of the mountains was 
accomplished with great difficulty. They had to abandon the howitzer, which had been 
dragged along so far. They made rough snowshoes, and sleds to carry their baggage, and 
the men went ahead and beat down a trail through the deep snow so that their enfeebled 
animals could get through. They suffered from snow-blindness, from shortness of food. Two 
men lost their reason, one permanently. A third was separated from the company for several 
days. They reached the western slope of the Sierras on February 20, 1844, and Sutter's Fort 
on March 6, Fremont's journal tells the story. The following extensive quotation carries them 
south through the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valleys: 

        "We continued on our road through the same surpassingly beautiful country, entirely 
unequalled for the pasturage of stock by anything we had ever seen. Our horses had now 
become so strong that they were able to carry us, and we traveled rapidly—over four miles 
an hour; four of us riding every alternate hour. Every few hundred yards we came upon a 
little band of deer; but we were too eager to reach the settlement, which we momentarily 
expected to discover, to halt for any other than a passing shot. In a few hours we reached a 
large fork, the northern branch of the river, and equal in size to that which we had 
descended. Together they formed a beautiful stream, 60 to 100 yards wide, which at first, 
ignorant of the nature of the country through which that river ran, we took to be the 
Sacramento. 

        "We continued down the right bank of the river, traveling for a while over a wooded 
upland, where we had the delight to discover tracks of cattle. To the southward was visable a 
black column of smoke, which we had frequently noticed in descending, arising from the fires 
we had seen from the top of the Sierra. From the upland we descended into broad groves on 
the river, consisting of the evergreen, and a new species of a white-oak, with a large tufted 
top, and three to six in feet diameter. Among these was no brushwood; and the grassy 
surface gave to it the appearance of parks in an old-settled country. Following the tracks of 
the horses and cattle, in search of people, we discovered a small village of Indians. Some of 
these had on shirts of civilized manufacture, but were otherwise naked, and we could 
understand nothing from them; they appeared entirely astonished at seeing us. 

        "We made an acorn meal at noon, and hurried on; the valley being gay with flowers, and 
some of the banks being absolutely golden with the Californian poppy (eschscholtzia crocea). 
Here the grass was smooth and green, and the groves very open; the large oaks throwing a 
broad shade among sunny spots. 

        "Shortly afterwards we gave a shout at the appearance, on a little bluff, of a neatly built 
abode house, with glass windows. We rode up, but, to our disappointment, found only 
Indians. There was no appearance of cultivation, and we could see no cattle; and we 
supposed the place had been abandoned. We now pressed on more eagerly than ever; the 
river swept round a large bend to the right; the hills lowered down entirely; and, gradually 
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entering a broad valley, we came unexpectedly into a large Indian village, where the people 
looked clean, and wore cotton shirts and various other articles of dress. They immediately 
crowded around us, and we had the inexpressible delight to find one who spoke a little 
indifferent Spanish, but who at first confounded us by saying there were no whites in the 
country; but just then a well-dressed Indian came up, and made his salutations in very well-
spoken Spanish. In answer to our inquiries he informed us that we were upon the Rio de los 
Americanos (the River of the Americans) and that it joined the Sacramento River about ten 
miles below. Never did a name sound more sweetly We felt ourselves among our 
countrymen; for the name American, in these distant parts, is applied to citizens of the United 
States. To our eager inquiries he answered 'I am a vaquero (cowherd) in the service of Capt. 
Sutter, and the people of this rancheria work for him.' Our evident satisfaction made him 
communicative; and he went on to say that Capt. Sutter was a very rich man, and always 
glad to see his country people. We asked for his house. He answered that it was just over the 
hill before us; and offered, if we would wait a moment, to take his horse and conduct us to it. 
We readily accepted this offer. 

        "In a short distance we came in sight of the fort; and passing on the way the house of a 
settler on the opposite side (a Mr. Sinclair), we forded the river; and in a few miles were met, a 
short distance from the fort, by Capt. Sutter himself. He gave us a most frank and cordial 
reception—conducted us immediately to his residence—and under his hospitable roof we had 
a night of rest, enjoyment, and refreshment, which none but ourselves could appreciate. 

        "The next day, March 8th, we encamped at the junction of the two rivers, the Sacramento 
and Americanos; and thus found the whole party in the beautiful valley of the Sacramento. It 
was a convenient place for the camp; and, among other things, was within reach of the wood 
necessary to make the packsaddles, which we should need on our long journey home, from 
which we were further distant now than we were four months before, when from the Dalles 
of the Columbia we so cheerfully took up the homeward line of march. 

        "Captain Sutter emigrated to this country from the western part of Missouri in 1838-39, 
and formed the first settlement in the valley, on a large grant of land which he obtained from 
the Mexican government. He had, at first, some trouble with the Indians; but, by the 
occasional exercise of well-timed authority, he has succeeded in converting them into a 
peaceable and industrious people. The ditches around his extensive wheat-fields; the making 
of the sun-dried bricks of which his fort is constructed; the plowing, harrowing, and other 
agricultural operations, are entirely the work of these Indians, for which they receive a very 
moderate compensation—principally in shirts, blankets, and other articles of clothing. In the 
same manner, on application to the chief of a village, he readily obtains as many boys and 
girls as he has any use for. There were at this time a number of girls at the fort, in training for 
a future woolen factory; but they were now all busily engaged in constantly watering the 
gardens, which the unfavorable dryness of the season rendered necessary. The occasional 
dryness of some seasons, I understood to be the only complaint of the settlers in this fertile 
valley, as it sometimes renders the crop uncertain. Mr. Sutter was about making 
arrangements to irrigate his lands by means of the Rio de los Americanos. He had this year 
sown, and altogether by Indian labor, three hundred fanegas of wheat." (Note : A fanega is 
about two and a half English bushels.) 

        "The fort is a quadrangular adobe structure, mounting twelve pieces of artillery (two of 
them brass), and capable of admitting a garrison of a thousand men; this, at present, consists 
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of forty Indians in uniform—one of whom was always found on duty at the gate. As might 
naturally be expected, the pieces are not in very good order. The whites in the employ of 
Capt. Sutter, American, French, and German, amount, perhaps, to thirty men. The inner wall is 
formed into buildings, comprising the common quarters, the blacksmith and other 
workshops; the dwelling-house, with a large distillery-house, and other buildings, occupying 
more of the center of the area. 

        "It is built upon a pond-like stream, at times a running creek communicating with the Rio 
de los Americanos, which enters the Sacramento about two miles below. The latter is here a 
noble river, about three hundred yards broad, deep and tranquil, with several fathoms of 
water in the channel, and its banks continuously timbered. There were two vessels belonging 
to Capt. Sutter at anchor near the landing—one a large two-masted lighter, and the other a 
schooner, which was shortly to proceed on a voyage to Fort Vancouver for a cargo of goods. 

        "Since his arrival, several other persons, principally Americans, have established 
themselves in the valley. Mr. Sinclair, from whom I experienced much kindness during my 
stay, is settled a few miles distant, on the Rio de los Americanos. Mr. Coudrois, a gentleman 
from Germany, has established himself on the Feather River, and is associated with Capt. 
Sutter in agricultural pursuits. 

        "An impetus was given to the active little population by our arrival, as we were in want of 
everything. Mules, horses and cattle were to be collected; the horse-mill was at work day and 
night, to make sufficient flour; the blacksmith's shop was put in requisition for horse-shoes 
and bridle-bits; and pack-saddles, ropes and bridles, and all other little equipments of the 
camp, were again to be provided. 

        "The delay thus occasioned was one of repose and enjoyment, which our situation 
required, and, anxious as we were to resume our homeward journey, was regretted by no 
one. In the meantime, I had the pleasure to meet with Mr. Chiles, who was residing on a farm 
on the other side of the river Sacramento, while engaged in the selection of a place for a 
settlement, for which he had received the necessary grant of land from the Mexican 
government. 

        "On the 22nd we made a preparatory move, and encamped near the settlement of Mr. 
Sinclair, on the left bank of the Rio de los Americanos. I had discharged five of the party; Neal, 
the blacksmith, (an excellent workman, and an unmarried man, who had done his duty 
faithfully, and had been of very great service to me,) desired to remain, as strong 
inducements were offered here to mechanics. 

 
        "Although at considerable inconvenience to myself, his good conduct induced me to 
comply with his request; and I had obtained for him from Capt. Sutter a present 
compensation of two dollars and a half per diem, with a promise that it should be increased 
to five, if he proved as good a workman as had been represented. He was more particularly 
an agricultural blacksmith. The other men were discharged with their own consent. 

        "March 24.—We resumed our journey with an ample stock of provisions and a large 
cavalcade of animals, consisting of 130 horses and mules, and about 30 head of cattle, five 
of which were mulch-cows. Mr. Sutter furnished us also with an Indian boy who had been 
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trained as a vaquero, and who would be servicable in managing our cavalcade, great part of 
which were nearly as wild as buffalo, and who was, besides, very anxious to go along with us. 
Our direct course home was east, but the Sierra would force us south, about 500 miles of 
traveling, to a pass at the head of the San Joaquin River. This pass, reported to be good, was 
discovered by Mr. Joseph Walker, of whom I have already spoken, and whose name it might 
therefore appropriately bear. To reach it, our course lay along the valley of the San Joaquin—
the river on our right, and the lofty wall of the impassable Sierra on our left. 

        "Taking leave of Mr. Sutter, who, with several gentlemen, accompanied us a few miles on 
our way, we traveled about 18 miles, and encamped on the Rio de los Cosumnes, a stream 
receiving its name from the Indians who live in its valley. Our road was through a level 
country, admirably suited to cultivation, and covered with groves of oak trees, principally the 
evergreen oak, and a large oak already mentioned, in form like those of the white oak. The 
weather, which here, at this season, can easily be changed from the summer heat of the 
valley to the frosty mornings and bright days nearer the mountains, continued delightful for 
travelers, but unfavorable to the agriculturalists, whose crops of wheat began to wear a 
yellow tinge from want of rain." (Associates of Sutter, dependents of his, members of some of 
the parties which had arrived during the preceding three years, or who were these wheat-
raisers ?—ed.) 

        "25th.—We traveled for 28 miles over the same delightful country as yesterday, and 
halted in a beautiful bottom at the ford of the Rio de los Mukelemnes, receiving its name from 
another Indian tribe living on the river. The bottoms on the stream are broad, rich, and 
extremely fertile, and the uplands are shaded with oak groves. A showy lupinus, of 
extraordinary beauty, growing four to five feet in height, and covered with spikes in bloom, 
adorned the banks of the river, and filled the air with a light and grateful perfume. 

        "On the 26th we halted at the Arroyo de los Calaveras (Skull Creek), a tributary to the San 
Joaquin—the previous two streams entering the bay between the San Joaquin and 
Sacramento Rivers. This place is beautiful, with open groves of oak, and a grassy sward 
beneath, with many plants, in bloom, some varieties of which seem to love the shade of trees, 
and grow there in close small fields. Near the river, and replacing the grass, are great 
quantities of ammole (soap plant), the leaves of which are used in California for making, 
among other things, mats for saddle-cloths. A vine with a small white flower (melothria ?), 
called here la yerba buena, and which, from its abundance, gives name to an island and 
town in the bay, was to-day very frequent on our road—sometimes running on the ground or 
climbing the trees. 

        "27th.—To-day we traveled steadily and rapidly up the valley, for, with our wild animals, 
any other gait was impossible, and making about five miles an hour. During the earlier part of 
the day, our ride had been over a very level prairie, or rather a succession of long stretches of 
prairie, separated by lines and groves of oak timber, growing along dry gullies, which are 
filled with water in seasons of rain; and, perhaps, also, by the melting snows. Over much of 
this extent the vegetation was sparse, the surface showing plainly the action of water, which, 
in the season of flood, the Joaquin spreads over the valley. 

        "About one o'clock we came again among innumerable flowers; and a few miles further, 
fields of the beautiful blue-flowering lupine, which seems to love the neighborhood of water, 
indicated that we were approaching a stream. We here found this beautiful shrub in thickets, 
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some of them being 12 feet in height. Occasionally three or four plants were clustered 
together, forming a grand bouquet, about 90 feet in circumference, and 10 feet high; the 
whole summit covered with spikes of flowers, the perfume of which is very sweet and 
grateful. A lover of natural beauty can imagine with what pleasure we rode among these 
flowering groves, which filled the air with light and delicate fragrance. We continued our road 
for about half a mile, interspersed through an open grove of live oaks, which, in form, were 
the most symmetrical and beautiful we had yet seen in this country. The end of their 
branches rested on the ground, forming somewhat more than half a sphere of very full and 
regular figure, with leaves apparently smaller than usual. 

        "The California poppy, of a rich orange color, was numerous today. Elk and several bands 
of antelope made their appearance. 

        "Our road was now one continued enjoyment; and it was pleasant riding among this 
assemblage of green pastures with varied flowers and scattered groves, and out of the 
warm, green spring to look at the rocky and snowy peaks where lately we had suffered so 
much. Emerging from the timber, we came suddenly upon the Stanislaus River, where we 
hoped to find a ford, but the stream was flowing by, dark and deep, swollen by the mountain 
snows; its general breadth was about 50 yards. 

        "We traveled about five miles up the river, and encamped without being able to find a 
ford. Here we made a large corral, in order to be able to catch a sufficient number of our wild 
animals to relieve those previously packed. 

        "Under the shade of the oaks, along the river, I noticed erodium cicutarium in bloom, 
eight or ten inches high. This is the plant which we had seen the squaws gathering on the Rio 
de los Amercanos. By the inhabitants of the valley it is highly esteemed for fattening cattle, 
which appear to be very fond of it. Here, where the soil begins to be sandy, it supplies to a 
considerable extent the lack of grass. 

        "Desirous, as far as possible, without delay, to include in our examination the San 
Joaquin River, I returned this morning down the Stanislaus for 17 miles, and again encamped 
without having found a fording-place. After following it for eight miles further the next 
morning, and finding ourselves in the vicinity of the San Joaquin, encamped in a handsome 
oak grove, and, several cattle being killed, we ferried over our baggage in their skins. Here our 
Indian boy, who probably had not much idea of where he was going, and began to be 
alarmed at the many streams which we were rapidly putting between him and the village, 
deserted. 

        "Thirteen head of cattle took a sudden fright, while we were driving them across the river, 
and galloped off. I remained a day in the endeavor to recover them; but finding they had 
taken the back trail to the fort, let them go without further effort. Here we had several days of 
warm and pleasant rain, which doubtless saved the crops below. 

        "On the 1st of April, 1844, we made 10 miles across a prairie without timber, when we 
were stopped again by another large river, which is called the Rio de la Merced, (River of our 
Lady of Mercy.)" (Note : If Fremont meant to measure the ten miles from the Stanislaus, the 
river which he thought was the Merced was evidently the Tuolumne.) "Here the country had 
lost its character of extreme fertility, the soil having become more sandy and light; but for 
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several days past, its beauty had been increased by the additional animation of animal life; 
and now, it is crowded with bands of elk and wild horses; and along the rivers are frequent 
fresh tracks of the grizzly bear, which are unusually numerous in this country. 

        "Our route had been along the timber of the San Joaquin, generally about eight miles 
distant, over a high prairie. 

        "In one of the bands of elk seen to-day, there were about 200; but the larger bands, both 
of these and wild horses, are generally found on the other side of the river, which, for that 
reason, I avoided crossing. I had been informed below, that the droves of wild horses were 
almost invariably found on the western bank of the river; and the danger of losing our 
animals among them, together with the wish of adding to our reconnoissance the numerous 
streams which run down from the Sierra, decided me to travel up the eastern bank. 

        "2nd.—The day was occupied in building a boat, and ferrying our baggage across the 
river; and we encamped on the bank. A large fishing eagle was slowly sailing along, looking 
after salmon; and there were some pretty birds in the timber, with partridges," (quail, 
presumably) "ducks and geese innumerable in the neighborhood. We were struck with the 
tameness of the latter bird at Helvetia, scattered about in flocks near the wheat-fields, and 
eating grass on the prairie; a horseman would ride by within 30 yards, without disturbing 
them. 

        "3rd.—To-day we touched several times the San Joaquin River —here a fine-looking 
tranquil stream, with a slight current, and apparently deep. It resembled the Missouri in color, 
with occasional points of white sand; and its banks, where steep, were a kind of sandy clay; 
its average width appeared to be about eighty yards. In the bottoms are frequent ponds, 
where our approach disturbed multitudes of wild fowl, principally geese. Skirting along the 
timber, we frequently started elk; and large bands were seen during the day, with antelope 
and wild horses. The low country and the timber rendered it difficult to keep the main line of 
the river; and this evening we encamped on a tributary stream, about five miles from its 
mouth." (Note : This is evidently the Merced, and the place where they crossed would be 
about at the Stevinson ranch. Elsewhere the longitude of this encampment on a "large 
tributary of the San Joaquin" is given as 120° 58' 03" West.) 

        "On the prairie bordering the San Joaquin bottoms, there occurred during the day but 
little grass, and in its place was a sparse and dwarf growth of plants; the soil being sandy, 
with small bare places and hillocks, reminded me very much of the Platte bottoms; but, on 
approaching the timber, we found a more luxuriant vegetation, and at our camp was an 
abundance of grass and pea-vines. 

        "The foliage of the oak is getting darker; and everything, except that the weather is a little 
cool, shows that spring is rapidly advancing; and to-day we had quite a summer rain. 

        "4th.—Commenced to rain at daylight, but cleared off brightly at sunrise. We ferried the 
river without any difficulty, and continued up the San Joaquin. Elk were running in bands over 
the prairie and in the skirt of the timber. We reached the river at the mouth of a large slough, 
which we were unable to ford, and made a circuit of several miles around." (Probably the 
mouth of Bear Creek at the John Dugain ranch.) "Here the country appears very flat; oak-
trees have entirely disappeared, and are replaced by a large willow, nearly equal to it in size. 
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The river is about a hundred yards in breadth, branching into sloughs, and interspersed with 
islands. At this time it appears sufficiently deep for a small steamer, but its navigation would 
be broken by shallows at low water. Bearing in towards the river, we were again forced off by 
another slough; and passing around, steered towards a clump of trees on the river, and 
finding there good grass, encamped. The prairies along the left bank" (the Miller & Lux 
ranches now) "are alive with immense droves of wild horses; and they had been seen during 
the day at every opening which afforded us a view across the river. Latitude, by observation, 
37° 08' 00"; longitude 120° 45' 22"." (Note : This is 30"—about half a mile—south, and 22" west, 
of the southeast corner of the San Luis Ranch quadrangle and the southwest corner of the 
Turner Ranch quadrangle of the topographical map of the U. S. Geological Survey.) 

        "5th.—During the earlier part of the day's ride, the country presented a lacustrine 
appearance; the river was deep, and nearly on a level with the surrounding country; its banks 
raised like a levee, and fringed with willows. Over the bordering plain were interspersed spots 
of prairie among fields of tule (bulrushes), which in this country are called tulares, and little 
ponds. On the opposite side, a line of timber was visible which, according to information, 
points out the course of the slough, which at times of high water connects with the San 
Joaquin River—a large body of water in the upper part of the valley, called the Tule Lakes." 
(Evidently Fresno Slough). "The river and all its sloughs are very full, and it is probable that the 
lake is now discharging." (On the contrary, probably at this season of heavy melting snows 
water was flowing from the river into the lake.) "Here elk were frequently started, and one 
was shot out of a band which ran around us. On our left, the Sierra maintains its snowy 
height, and masses of snow appear to descend very low towards the plains; probably the late 
rains in the valley were snow on the mountains. We traveled 37 miles, and encamped on the 
river. Longitude of the camp: 120° 28' 34", and latitude, 36° 49' 12". 

        "6th.—After having traveled fifteen miles along the river, we made an early halt, under 
the shade of sycamore-trees." (Native sycamores on the San Joaquin?) "Here we found the 
San Joaquin coming down from the Sierra with a westerly course, and checking our way, as 
all its tributaries had previously done. We had expected to raft the river; but found a good 
ford, and encamped on the opposite bank, where droves of wild horses were raising clouds of 
dust on the prairie. Columns of smoke were visible in the direction of the Tule Lakes to the 
southward—probably kindled in the tulares by the Indians, as signals that there were 
strangers in the valley." 

        It is hard to realize that this strange world in which Fremont and his men thus made 
reconnaissance of the unknown streams, and where they found herds of elk and antelope, 
great droves of wild horses, and numerous tracks of grizzly bear, is our own Merced County 
only eighty years ago—within the lifetime of a considerable number of people still living. The 
course of history was to move rapidly in the decade following Fremont's trip. Within less than 
four years Marshall was to make in the gravels of that same Rio de los Americanos down 
which Fremont and his men came to Sutter's fort, the discovery which brought the gold rush. 
Within two or three years the United States was to become the owner of California, within 
little over six it was to be a State, within seven Mariposa County was to be created, and within 
eleven, Merced County. Much of this Fremont could not dream, and some that he knew he 
could never tell. One of the most interesting things in all our country's history would be to 
know just what conversations there were between Fremont, the "Pathfinder" to California, 
and his illustrious father-in-law, Senator Benton, about the part which the former was to play 
in the swift drama of the next few years after this expedition. We have seen Dr. John Marsh's 

 34



letter of 1842, with its warning to one high in the country's administration, that the plum was 
ripe and ready to fall, and that both England and Russia were waiting for it. 

        That Fremont, even in this early expedition—even in the very casualness and apparent 
lack of premediated purpose in his coming into California at all—may have been here to keep 
a weather eye on the situation is not unlikely. That this was the chief purpose of his later 
expedition is practically certain. But the United States could not offend a friendly nation. 
Mexico was the owner of the territory; our, government could not say to her that we stood 
ready to take it when she could hold it no longer; and from the very nature of the case no 
scratch of a pen put to paper any of Fremont's instructions on this subject, so that the realm 
is left one of pure speculation. 

        A few weeks before Fremont and his men crossed the "large tributary of the San 
Joaquin" near the present Stevinson ranch, on February 29, 1844, Manuel Micheltorena, 
Governor of the Californias, granted to ex-Governor Juan Bautista Alvarado ten sitios de 
granado mayor, or Spanish square leagues, within the limits of the River San Joaquin, the 
Snow Mountain, the Merced River, and the River Chanchillas. The Snow Mountain is of course 
the Sierra Nevada, and the Chanchillas is only another spelling for the Chowchilla. The grant 
was made in consideration of patriotic services performed. From the fact that Governor 
Micheltorena made a good many grants during the forties, after settlers from the United 
States had begun to come into the territory, we may infer without stretching the probabilities 
very far that the grants were also made on the tacit condition of further patriotic service yet 
to be rendered; in short, that the Governor had reached the conclusion that the Mexican 
government would have a better chance of holding the land against the invaders if it was the 
private property of Mexican citizens than if it was part of the public domain. There were 
several other conditions attached to the grant to Alvarado: he was to build a house within a 
year, and it was to be inhabited; he was to cause the ten square leagues to be surveyed, 
which of course implied that he was definitely to locate it within the large limits named; he 
was not to alienate nor mortgage it. 

        On February 10, 1847, Alvarado sold and conveyed his interest to John C. Fremont. 
Fremont's claim, based upon the grant to Alvarado and this conveyance to him, was 
confirmed by the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of Fremont against the 
United States, in 1854. From the report of that case it is pretty obvious that Alvarado had 
never selected his particular ten leagues or surveyed it or built the required house. The grant 
was not confirmed to Fremont without dissent—two justices, Catron and Campbell, dissented. 
The majority of the court, however, concurred in the opinion written by Mr. Chief Justice 
Taney, later of Dred Scott fame, and Fremont was confirmed in the ownership of the grant. 
"Las Mariposas, the Mariposa Estate," says Hittell, "or Fremont Grant, as it was sometimes 
called . . . was represented by its owner and until the decadence of the mines was believed to 
be one of the most valuable bodies of land belonging to a single individual in the world." 

        It is understandable enough that Fremont did not allow anything to creep into the record 
in the case before the Supreme Court about it, but as a matter of fact he had made 
apparently two starts to locate the grant down in the valley lands of the San Joaquin Valley. 
The first attempt appears to have been to locate it in the vicinity of Stevinson, near the 
junction of the Merced with the San Joaquin. We have found nothing of record about this 
attempt, though there is still Fremont's Ford across the San Joaquin between the mouth of 
the Merced and the site where Dover was later to have its short existence. The other attempt 
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to locate the grant on the lands of the valley was made in the vicinity of Le Grand and 
Plainsburg. Oldtimers out there will tell you that there used to be more or less uneasiness felt 
because they feared this attempt made a cloud on their titles, but of course this has long 
since passed away. The most definite record left of this attempt is to be found on the 
township plat of Township 8 South, Range 16 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian. The 
township lines of this township were surveyed in 1852 and 1853, and the section lines in 
1854. In the southwest quarter of the northeast quarter of Section 10, in that township, on 
the south bank of Mariposa Creek, or the Mariposa River as it is there designated, appear the 
representation of a house, and the words "Fremont's Ranch." The land, on the 1919 county 
map drawn by G. E. Winton, stands in the name of G. B. Stanford, as to the northeast quarter 
of the section, and of W. C. and C. L. Dallas as to the other three-quarters. This detail, in the 
interior part of the township, and therefore probably not mapped until 1854, is probably not 
to be understood as meaning that at that time Fremont owned or claimed to own the ranch, 
but that there was a building there which with the locality around it was generally known in 
the vicinity as "Fremont's Ranch" because Fremont had earlier made some start at locating 
his grant there. Perhaps he had built this house in fulfillment of the condition in Alvarado's 
grant that he must build a house. It was simply the name of that particular place, apparently, 
just as one might still hear oldtimers speak of Snelling's or Snelling's Ranch, long after the 
latter place had passed from the ownership of the Snelling family. 

        It is pretty obvious that Fremont must have made his final location in the present limits of 
Mariposa County where the grant is now located, at a pretty early date, and the convincing 
proof of that is the fact that he successfully held it against the miners who claimed against 
him, which he could hardly have done if their rights had ripened very far. Also there could 
have been but one reason for "floating" the grant, as it is sometimes spoken of, from, the fine 
lands of the valley to the foothills, and that reason was the discovery of gold. Sometime 
between the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo on February 2, 1848, and the very early history of 
the gold rush, in all probability, was when Fremont took such steps as he did take to locate 
the grant in what is now Merced County. He probably built the house on Mariposa Creek; just 
as probably, with all his multifarious affairs, he never occupied it very much, but probably he 
did occupy it, and probably that made him the first American inhabitant of what afterwards 
became Merced County. He is the only one, so far as we can very well discover now, whose 
reason for coming antedates the gold discovery, unless it may have been some such as the 
hunter McPherson, who worked for William L. Means in his hunting business at Robla in 1851, 
and who we are told had lived for some years with the Indians—and who, evidently, had 
therefore dropped out of one of the earlier trapping expeditions of Jedediah Smith or his 
successors. 
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CHAPTER V 

MOTHER MARIPOSA 

  

        Chapter 15 of the California Statutes of 1850 was "An Act Subdividing the State into 
Counties and establishing the Seats of Justice therein." It was approved February 18, 1850. 
Section 1 read: "The following shall be the boundaries and seats of justice of the several 
Counties of the State of California until otherwise determined by law": 

        Section 28 was as follows: "County of Mariposa.—Beginning on the summit of the Coast 
Range at the southwest corner of Tuolumne County, and running thence along the southern 
boundary of said county, to the summit of the Sierra Nevada; thence along the summit of the 
Sierra Nevada to the parallel of thirty-eight degrees of north latitude; thence due east, on the 
said parallel, to the boundary of the State; thence in a southeasterly direction, following said 
boundary, to the northwest corner of San Diego County; thence due south, along the 
boundary of San Diego County, to the northeast corner of Los Angeles County; and thence in 
a northwesterly direction along the summit of the Coast Range to the place of beginning. The 
seat of justice shall be Agua Fria." 

        There were twenty-seven counties established under that act. Mariposa, as will be seen, 
stretched from the Coast Range to the State's eastern boundary, and from substantially the 
northern boundary of Mariposa and Merced Counties as they are at present to San Diego and 
Los Angeles Counties. More than a dozen of the counties of to-day have taken all or a part of 
their territory from the original Mariposa. 

        To understand how the line could hit the northwest corner of San Diego by following 
southeast along the eastern boundary of the State, we need to remember that there was 
than no San Bernardino County, and to read the first clause of the description of the 
boundary of San Diego County in the same Act—"Commencing on the coast of the Pacific, at 
the mouth of the creek called San Mateo, and running up said creek to its source; thence due 
north to the northeast boundary of the State . . ." San Diego County took in all of the State 
south and east of that line. San Mateo Creek, mentioned in the description, is not far from the 
present Orange-San Diego border; it is a short creek, and its head is between 117° 20' and 
117° 30' west. The line passing due north from its head would apparently have passed about 
two miles west of the city of San Bernardino, or about twenty-three miles west of the San 
Bernardino meridian. 

        South of Mariposa there were only San Diego and Los Angeles; up along the coast came 
Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Monterey, Santa Clara, Branciforte (soon to become Santa 
Cruz), Contra Costa, and San Francisco. Seventeen of the original twenty-seven counties lay 
north of Mariposa and the Bay, and perhaps as graphic an illustration of the distribution of 
population in the State at that time is found in the fact that in the vote upon the question of 
adopting the State constitution of 1849, Mokelumne Hill cast more than twice as many 
ballots as Los Angeles. 

        By an act passed April 25, 1851, the early act and the acts amendatory of it were 
repealed, after redividing the State into counties and providing for seats of government. This 
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act made some slight changes in the description of the boundary of Mariposa County in its 
southern part, and provided: "The seat of government shall be at such place as may be 
chosen by the qualified electors of the County at the next general election." 

        Agua Fria, the first county seat, has vanished almost completely off the face of the earth. 
It was situated well up towards the head of Agua Fria Creek, which the State highway to 
Mariposa now crosses on the fine concrete bridge at Bridgeport, four miles below Mormon 
Bar. Some five miles up the creek from this bridge was the former county seat. Mariposa soon 
succeeded it as the seat of justice, but Agua Fria flourished during the mining days. 

        Carson City, another town which is no more, was a flourishing Mariposa County town of 
the mining days. 

        If we look at the original counties lying north of this huge Mariposa of 1850 in the Sierra 
Nevada—Tuolumne, Calaveras, El Dorado, with Nevada and Placer added in 1851, Sierra in 
1852, and Amador and Plumas in 1854—we shall realize, from Mariposa's large extent 
southward alone, that this was near the limit of the Southern Mines. 

        Population had flowed into the Sierra foothills in thousands in 1849 and 1850. Sonora's 
population, Hittell says, was 5000 before the end of 1849; sometimes up to 10,000 on 
Sundays—a statement which gives us a pretty clear idea of both the amount of population in 
the mining camps and its transitory character. 

        "Hornitos," we quote Hittell again, "twelve or fifteen miles west of Mariposa, was one of 
the richest localities for placer mining as well as one of the largest and most attractive towns 
in the southern mines. . . . One spot, . . . Horseshoe Bend, . . . had . . . four hundred miners in 
1850." 

        North of the Merced River, Coulterville flourished. Below Horseshoe Bend on the river, a 
few miles above Merced Falls, there was a rich camp below Barrett's, the ruins of which the 
hawker on the Yosemite Valley train now points out, and tells tourists about through his 
megaphone. You may judge that it was rich from the depth to which the ground was worked 
back into the steep canyon sides, and you may see the dry-laid walls of its old ditch along the 
south side of the river across from the railroad. A portion of this old ditch wall has recently 
been torn out in the work of stripping the side hills preparatory to pouring the concrete of the 
big Exchequer Dam of the Merced Irrigation District. 

        Just above Hornitos, which originally was largely Mexican in population, was the 
American town of Quartzberg. It was later abandoned and the population moved to Hornitos. 
S. L. Givens, now over eighty and a resident on his ranch on Bear Creek a few miles below the 
Mariposa County line since pioneer days, states that two present residents of Merced County 
attended school as children at Quartzberg—himself, and Mrs. J. J. Stevinson of the Merced 
River, who was a daughter of that Cox who gave his name to Cox's Ferry and the Cox Ferry 
bridge on the Merced. 

        A rather vivid idea of early Mariposa County in some of its aspects is to be had from Dr. 
Lafayette Houghton Bunnell's book on "The Discovery of the Yosemite and the Indian War of 
1851." Bunnell begins with an account of how he first saw El Capitan during the winter of 
1849-1850, "while ascending the old Bear Valley trail from Ridley's ferry, on the Merced River." 
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        James D. Savage, a trader, in 1849-1850 was located in the mountains near the mouth 
of the South Fork of the Merced, Bunnell tells us, some fifteen miles below Yosemite Valley. He 
was engaged in mining for gold and had a party of native Indians working for him. Early in 
1850 a band of Yosemite Indians attacked his trading post and mining camp. They claimed 
the land in the vicinity and tried to drive Savage off. Bunnell says their real object was 
plunder. Savage and his Indians repulsed them, but he came to regard the neighborhood as 
dangerous, and "removed to Mariposa Creek, not far from the junction of the Aqua ( sic) Fria, 
and near the site of the old stone fort." 

        Bunnell wrote his book about 1880, and whether he meant that the "stone fort" was old 
in 1850 or not until 1880 is not altogether clear. If it was old in 1850, we have no account of 
how it had come to be there long enough at that early date to merit such a description. This 
location would be perhaps two miles south of the highway bridge across Agua Fria Creek 
already referred to. 

        Savage soon built up a prosperous business. He had a branch further south, in what is 
now Madera County, in charge of a man named Greeley. Savage had several Indian wives. 
From them he learned that the Indians were planning a general uprising to drive the whites 
from the diggings. Savage went to the Bay to purchase a stock of goods and took along two 
of his wives and a chief called Jose Juarez, to show him how many whites there were, with 
the idea of convincing him and the other Indians of the hopelessness of their plans. 

        But they were not convinced and rose against the miners as they had planned. The war 
extended far south. A battalion of two hundred mounted men was formed at Agua Fria, what 
was lacked to make the quota being made up by a party which Major Savage brought over 
from Cassady's Bar on the San Joaquin. Another battalion was organized for Los Angeles. 
These bodies were organized in response to a proclamation by Governor McDougal, 
occasioned by the growing depredations of the Indians. The Agua Fria portion of the 
Mariposa Battalion had already fought a battle in the mountains with the Indians. 

        The outbreak began after a conference immediately following the return of Savage and 
Jose Juarez from San Francisco. One of Savage's men, known as "Long Haired Brown," 
brought him word at Agua Fria shortly after that his trading post on the Fresno had been 
attacked and all the inmates killed except Brown himself. Shortly afterwards a report was 
circulated that Savage's post on Mariposa Creek had been attacked and everybody there 
killed; Savage himself soon appeared at Quartzberg, however, and corrected this rumor. He 
sought aid from personal friends at Horseshoe Bend. At Quartzberg, Mariposa, and Agua Fria 
the miners were little moved by the reports. However, besides Greeley, two other men of 
Savage's, Stiffner and Kennedy, were killed. Shortly after came the news of the murder of 
Cassady and four others on the San Joaquin. From another attack an immigrant who had 
just arrived escaped to Cassady's Bar with a broken arm, and this and his hard-ridden and 
panting horse excited some sympathy among the settlers, and roused the community. 

        After the attack of the Yosemite Indians upon Savage's camp on the lower South Fork, 
Col. Adam Johnston, a special agent representing Governor Peter H. Burnett, came into the 
country to look the situation over, and upon his return to San Jose, then the capital of the 
State, reported to the Governor on January 2, 1851, as follows: 
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        "Sir: I have the honor to submit to you, as executive of the State of California, some facts 
connected with the recent depredations committed by the Indians, within the bounds of the 
State, upon the persons and property of her citizens. The immediate scenes of their hostile 
movements are at and in the vicinity of the Mariposa and Fresno. The Indians in that portion 
of your State have, for some time past, exhibited disaffection and a restless feeling towards 
the whites. Thefts were continually being perpetrated by them, but no act of hostility had 
been committed by them on the person of any individual which indicated general enmity on 
the part of the Indians, until the night of the 17th December last. I was then at the camp of 
Mr. James D. Savage, on the Mariposa, where I had gone for the purpose of reconciling any 
difficulty that might exist between the Indians and the whites in that vicinity. From various 
conversations which I had held with different chiefs, I concluded there was no immediate 
danger to be apprehended. One the evening of the 17th of December, we were, however, 
surprised by the sudden disappearance of the Indians. They left in a body, but no one knew 
why, or where they had gone. From the fact that Mr. Savage's domestic Indians had forsaken 
him and gone with those of the rancheria or village, he immediately suspected that 
something of a serious nature was in contemplation, or had already been committed by 
them. 

        "The manner of their leaving, in the night, and by stealth, induced Mr. Savage to believe 
that whatever act they had committed or intended to commit, might be connected with 
himself. Believing that he could overhaul his Indians before others could join them, and 
defeat any depredations on their part, he, with sixteen men, started in pursuit. He continued 
upon their traces for about thirty miles, when he came upon their encampment. The Indians 
had discovered his approach, and fled to an adjacent mountain, leaving behind them two 
small boys asleep, and the remains of an aged female, who had died, no doubt from fatigue. 
Near to the encampment Mr. Savage ascended a mountain in pursuit of the Indians, from 
which he discovered them upon another mountain at a distance. From these two mountain 
tops, conversation was commenced and kept up for some time between Mr. Savage and the 
chief, who told him that they had murdered the men on the Fresno, and robbed the camp. 
The chief had formerly been on the most friendly terms with Savage, but would not now 
permit him to approach him. Savage said to them it would be better for them to return to 
their village—that with very little labor daily, they could procure sufficient gold to purchase 
them clothing and food. To this the chief replied it was a hard way to get a living, and that 
they could more easily supply their wants by stealing from the whites. He also said to Savage 
he must not deceive the whites by telling them lies, he must not tell them that the Indians 
were friendly; they were not, but on the contrary were their deadly enemies, and that they 
intended killing and plundering them so long as a white face was seen in the country. Finding 
all efforts to induce them to return, or to otherwise reach them, had failed, Mr. Savage and 
his company concluded to return. When about leaving, they discovered a body of Indians, 
numbering about two hundred, on a distant mountain, who seemed to be approaching those 
with whom he had been talking. 

        "Mr. Savage and company arrived at his camp in the night of Thursday in safety. In the 
meantime, as news had reached us of murders committed on the Fresno, we had determined 
to proceed to the Fresno, where the men had been murdered. Accordingly on the day 
following, Friday, the 20th, I left the Mariposa camp with thirty-five men, for the camp on the 
Fresno, to see the situation of things there, and to bury the dead. I also dispatched couriers to 
Agua Fria, Mariposa, and several other mining sections, hoping to concentrate a sufficient 
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force on the Fresno to pursue the Indians into the mountains. Several small companies of 
men left their respective places of residence to join us, but being unacquainted with the 
country they were unable to meet us. We reached the camp on the Fresno a short time after 
daylight. It presented a horrid scene of savage cruelty. The Indians had destroyed everything 
they could not use or carry with them. The store was stripped of blankets, clothing, flour, and 
everything of value; the safe was broken open and rifled of its contents; the cattle, horses and 
mules had been run into the mountains; the murdered men had been stripped of their 
clothing, and lay before us filled with arrows; one of them had yet twenty perfect arrows 
sticking in him. A grave was prepared and the unfortunate persons interred. Our force being 
small, we thought it not prudent to pursue the Indians farther into the mountains, and 
determined to return. The Indians in that part of the country are quite numerous, and have 
been uniting other tribes with them for some time. On reaching our camp on the Mariposa, 
we learned that most of the Indians in the valley had left their villages and taken their women 
and children to the mountains. This is generally looked upon as a sure indication of their 
hostile intentions. It is feared that many of the miners in the more remote regions have 
already been cut off, and Agua Fria and Mariposa are hourly threatened. 

        "Under this state of things, I come here at the earnest solicitations of the people of that 
region, to ask such aid from the State government as will enable them to protect their 
persons and property. I submit these facts for your consideration, and have the honor to 
remain,  

"Yours very respectfully, 
"Adam Johnston.  
"To His Excellency, Peter H. Burnett." 

         Colonel Johnston's report had the desired effect; as a result, it was, that Burnett's 
successor, Governor McDougal, issued the proclamation already mentioned, which led to the 
mustering in of the Mariposa Rangers. 

        The men on the Fresno had been killed on December 17, 1850, and buried on December 
20. On January 6, 1851, Major Burney, sheriff of Mariposa County, assembled a strong posse 
to go in pursuit of the Indians whom Colonel Johnston had thought too strong for his small 
party. He caught up with them on January 11. Major Burney had been elected captain of a 
company formed the previous May, with J. W. Riley as first lieutenant and E. Skeane as 
second lieutenant, and numbering seventy-four men. In a letter to Governor McDougal on 
January 13, 1851, Burney describes his pursuit of the Indians on the 11th. They had but few 
provisions, and not enough pack horses. But they marched, and the day after starting "struck 
a large trail of horses," writes Burney, "that had been stolen by the Indians. I sent forward 
James D. Savage with a small spy force, and I followed the trail with my company." 

        They came upon an Indian sentinel, and being discovered, rushed to the village and 
arrived almost as soon as the sentinel. Burney ordered the Indians to surrender; some 
seemed disposed to do so, but others fired on the whites. Burney's men fired and charged 
into the village. "We killed from forty to fifty," he says, and burned the village. Six of Burney's 
company were wounded, two mortally, Lieutenant Skeane and a Mr. Little. This fight seems to 
have been in the vicinity of Fresno Flats in the present Madera County. 
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        The campaign was completed with a battle at "Battle Mountain," which Burney describes 
as "a watershed of the San Joaquin," where the whites stormed a stockade of the Indians 
and dispersed them. 

        The campaign was carried on through the early months of 1851. Major Savage, with 
leaders like Boling, Kuykendall, Chandler, and with Dr. Bunnell as a member of the expedition, 
proceeded against Chief Tenaya and chased him into Yosemite in March. His band, seemingly 
made up of outlaws from several tribes from both sides of the Sierras, was dispersed; and 
after a hard campaign, the greater part of them were brought out to a reservation which had 
been set aside in the lower foothills near the Fresno. A campaign was waged against the 
Chowchillas in the region where Burney had fought his battles, and they were finally pretty 
well rounded up and brought in. 

        Dr. Bunnell does not seem to mention what is now Merced County beyond the statement 
that the Indians had removed their women and children from the Valley, and the further 
statement that he and someone else, when the pursuit was being organized, went to 
Snelling's Ranch for horses, which seemingly they had at pasture there. This was in 1851. As 
we shall see later, the Snelling family did not arrive on the Merced River until the fall of that 
year. Dr. Bunnell is evidently applying a name which he knew in 1880, when he wrote, to the 
place they visited in 1851. 

        The number of Indians involved in these fights is not a thing that can be determined very 
exactly; but where the number involved in any one fight is given, it does not exceed a few 
hundred. 

        We have not found where the Americans as settlers or miners came in contact with any 
large numbers of Indians. It is said, though, that previous to 1833 they were very numerous. 
The author of a history of Merced County published in 1881 by Elliott & Moore quotes Kit 
Carson as saying that in 1829 the valleys of California were full of Indians, but that when he 
again visited the State in 1839 they had mostly disappeared. He also quotes a Colonel 
Warner (Walker?) as saying "I have never read of such a general destruction of a people by 
any angel, good or bad, or by plague or pestilence, as that which swept the valleys of the 
Sacramento and San Joaquin in the summer of 1833." 

        Warner (?) is quoted as saying that he traveled through the valleys in 1832 and that the 
Indians were much more numerous than he had ever seen on a similar area elsewhere. He 
describes another trip the following year, when they found whole villages wiped out or 
deserted by their few remaining survivors, when the dead came so far to outnumber the 
living that the latter could not either burn or bury the corpses. Cholera, it is said, was the 
terrible scourge which thus reduced the Indian population to a small remnant of its former 
numbers. 

        County Auditor S. E. Acker, who lived most of his life on the West Side of the county, 
informs us that there are in the vicinity of Los Banos a number of rather shallow circular 
excavations several yards across, which are attributed to the Indians. Whether they were 
perhaps where their temescals, or sweat-houses, were erected, or served some other 
purpose, they seem to indicate an Indian population there. Whether the population was 
permanent, or moved between the valley and the mountains as cold weather in the latter or 
floods made desirable, we can only conjecture. It is to be noticed that in the passage from 
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Fremont's journal referring to his passage through the county in 1844, he does not mention 
seeing any Indians in what is now Merced County. 

        We have digressed from Mariposa County. The space available will not permit us to go 
into the history of mining in that county. Mining, with the exception of recent dredging along 
the Merced between Snelling and Merced Falls, hardly touches Merced County, except in the 
secondary sense that it was overflow from the population of miners and those who served 
them in the Mariposa hills who peopled early Merced. 

        The two counties are closely connected by several interests. Yosemite and the roads and 
the railroad which lead to it furnish one of the chief. Another is in the fact that within 
Mariposa County lies the watershed—some thousand square miles—from which the water is 
collected into the Merced River, and which will shortly be impounded at the Exchequer Dam 
to irrigate Merced County lands. In the power developed from the streams in Mariposa 
County is found a third. Cattle and sheep men who range their stock in the Valley in Merced in 
the winter time drive it to the mountains, many of them in Mariposa County, in the summer. 
In the Mariposa mountains many inhabitants of Merced find summer recreation. The logs for 
the Yosemite Lumber Company's mill at Merced Falls come from the Mariposa County 
mountains. And in addition to these bonds of union, many of the people who have helped to 
make Merced came originally from Mariposa. Such names as Kocher, Olcese, Barcroft, 
Givens, Garibaldi, and a lot of others will readily occur to anyone who knows the two 
counties. 

        It is with reluctance that we turn from Merced's mother county with no more than such 
brief and inadequate mention, for it is a story by itself worthy of a volume. 

 43



CHAPTER VI 

THE FOUNDERS OF THE COUNTY 

  

        We know that Merced County was created by the Act of April 19, 1855, organized by an 
election held May 14 and the votes of which were canvassed May 19, and that the first board 
of supervisors held their first meeting at the Turner & Osborn Ranch on June 4. But anyone 
who is at all curious about the matter will want to know how it came about that there were 
here along the Merced River and the creek bottoms of the eastern part of the county in this 
spring of 1855 enough people to organize a new county. That is probably the most difficult 
question in all the county's history, at this distance in time, to attempt to answer with 
anything like completeness. 

        It is a matter of history that Stanislaus County was formed in 1854, and it is also a matter 
of history that an attempt was made— and failed—to include the settlements along the 
Merced in that county. These settlements apparently that early had a consciousness of being 
a separate entity. The census of 1850 gave Mariposa County 4379, and that was for the 
county which extended from the Coast Range to the State's eastern boundary, and from 
approximately the present northern line of Mariposa and Merced to the vicinity of San 
Bernardino. The 1860 census gave a greatly reduced Mariposa County 6243. Tulare, Merced, 
and Fresno had been carved off before 1860; and this figure is the highest which any federal 
census gives to Mariposa. It is probable that her greatest population, some time in between 
these two censuses, must have exceeded the 1860 figure, and exceeded it a good deal. Old 
timers will tell you that there were 5000 people in Agua Fria and its twin town of Carson City 
when these mushroom towns were in their brief prime. 

        How many people there were in Merced County when it was formed it is not possible to 
tell with exactness. So far as we have found, there was then no minimum population 
requirement, as there is now, for the formation of a new county. Perhaps as good a line as we 
can get on the population of the county at the time of its formation is to be had from the 
1857 assessment roll. There were 277 names on that roll. On the 1925 roll there are 11,998. 
The county's population according to the federal census of 1920 was 24,576; it may perhaps 
be 30,000 now. If it is, that is two and a half population for each name on the assessment roll; 
and if we take that as a basis, we should get for the 277 names on the 1857 assessment roll 
a population of a little less than 700. The 1860 federal census gave Merced County 1141. If 
the county had gained, say, 450 in the three years from 1857 to 1860, it seems likely that it 
may have gained 200 or 300 in the two years from 1855 to 1857; and if it had, then the 
population at the time of its organization would have been between 400 and 500. That is 
perhaps as close a conjecture as can be made now. 

        Whatever the exact number may have been, when did it come into the territory which 
came to be Merced County, and who were these few hundred founders of the county. There 
is, in the fragments we can now find of the answer to that question, more romance than in 
anything else in the county's history; and we can find only fragments. Since the death of John 
Ruddle on February 1, 1925, there are alive, so far as we can find, just a dozen people who 
may fairly be called pioneers of the time of organization. John Ruddle was the dean of these 
founders; he was ninety-four years old on October 17, 1924. The twelve now living are: Mrs. 
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Louisa Stevinson, of the Merced River; Mrs. Jane Morgan, of Santa Cruz; Henry Nelson, of 
Merced; Samuel L. Givens, of Bear Creek; William C. Wilson, of Le Grand; Mrs. Penelope 
Rogers, of Le Grand; George Powell, of Merced; Mrs. Modest Sensabaugh, of San Francisco; 
Mrs. Mary Buckley, of Snelling; George Barfield, of Merced; George P. Kelsey, of Berkeley; and 
Samuel R. Murray, of Fresno Flats. 

        Of these, George Powell did not actually live in the county at the time of its organization, 
but drove stage and was in and out of it. Mrs. Rogers just missed being in the county at the 
time of its organization. She was on the Merced River near Merced Falls before the 
organization, moved into the Mariposa hills, and moved back to the vicinity of the first county 
seat, the Turner & Osborn ranch, the latter part of the summer of 1855. Samuel R. Murray, son 
of Charles Murray who had the bridge, ferry, and mill at Merced Falls, was born at that place 
just a little prior to the organization of the county. He lived there until he was thirty-two, and 
has since lived near Fresno Flats, in what is now Madera County. His son is Superior Judge 
Stanley Murray, Madera County. Charles Murray and his wife were of course here before 
1855. 

        Along in 1852, 1853, and 1854, quite a large proportion of the townships of the county 
were surveyed; in a good many of them the section lines were surveyed within a year or so 
after the township lines. On these plats appear a considerable number of houses, fields, 
ditches, fences, and other works of man, including a number of roads. It should be 
understood, in reading the plats, that the object of the surveyor was primarily to show the 
township and section lines, and that such culture as is shown was marked where the lines 
ran across or near it, for the purpose of showing more clearly where the lines ran. 

        Taking the successive rows of townships from north to south and following them across 
the county from west to east, we find Township4 South, Range 12 East (all of course Mount 
Diablo Meridian and Base Line) surveyed, township lines in 1853 and section lines in 1854; 
Kirkpatrick's house in the southwest quarter of Section 2; a field in parts of 2, 3, 10, and 11; 
Silas Hall & Co.'s house in the southwest quarter of 13.; another field near that; the Mariposa 
stage road passing these two houses; and a trail running across from northwest to 
southeast. In 4/13, surveyed same time, there are Morley's house in the southwest quarter of 
5, Dry Creek in the southeast corner of the township, A. Forbes' house in the southeast 
quarter of 34. In 4/14 are a road from Knight's Ferry to Snelling, a road from Snelling to Dry 
Creek, and three fields, no owners' names. Part of the township boundaries were surveyed in 
1854, the balance of the survey in the sixties. The Merced River appears in the eastern part of 
4/15; no culture. 

        In 5/13, surveyed in 1853 and 1854, the Merced River appears in the southern part; there 
are five large fields; Ruddle & Barfield's house is in the southeast quarter of the southwest 
quarter of 23, Eagleson's house in the northern part of the northwest quarter of 22, D. C. 
Clary's house in the northeast quarter of 32, south of the river; and there are several ditches, 
fences, and other works of man. This township has two east of it and three west of it. In 5/10 
are two roads; in 5/11 there is a mustang corral in the northwest part of the northwest 
quarter of 27, near the present Cortez; and in 5/12 there is a road from "Merced to Tuolumne" 
running northerly and southerly nearly across the western third, there is one other road, 
there is the Merced River in the southeast corner, there is Rector's fence about a quarter of a 
mile north of the south township line crossed by the line between sections 34 and 35, and 
"Neal's fence" about an eighth of a mile from the south township line crossed by the line 

 45



between sections 35 and 36. All three of these townships were surveyed in 1853 and 1854. In 
5/14 the Merced River appears in the north half. On the north side of the river are 
Hempstead's house in the northeast quarter of 12, Rammel's house in the northwest quarter 
of 12, Schroeder's house in the southwest quarter of 2 (Schroeder was Peter Fee's 
predecessor), two fields just below the site of Snelling, another about a mile further down, W. 
W. Jackson's field in the southwest quarter of 18 and the northwest quarter of 19, and there 
are roads and ditches on both sides of the river. This township was surveyed in the fourth 
quarter of 1853. Going down from towards Merced Falls, 5/15 shows Phillips' Ferry near the 
line between sections 3 and 4, Nelson's house on the forty line near the center of the 
southeast quarter of 4 on the north side of the river, Young's store on the south side of the 
river about a mile downstream, Young's house on the north side in the northwest of the 
northwest of 9, and Young's Ferry between his house and store. Wilson's house is on the 
north side of the river in section 7 about a mile and half west of Young's house. Wilson's field 
and another field are shown; and the road to Fort Miller leads from Young's Ferry, and the 
Stockton and Mariposa road and Stockton and Mariposa turnpike lead from Phillips' Ferry. 
There is a house in the southwest quarter of 25, south of the river. The township was 
surveyed in 1853. 

        Going back to the West Side of the county again for the sixth row 7 of townships south, 6 
/9 shows the San Joaquin and part of the lower Merced, the road to Hill's Ferry down the 
north side of the Merced, Blair & Co. (house, apparently) on the east bank of the San Joaquin 
in 34, Belt in the southeast quarter of 35, and Gitky in 36 about a mile up the Merced from 
Belt. The survey was made in 1853. In 6/10 the Merced River runs along the south side. There 
is the road along the north side of the river; and on the south side of the river in the Chedister 
Bridge vicinity are two places, apparently small houses, in the east half of 35, marked "Odon," 
and a little further up in the southeast quarter of 25, "Francesio Bustemento." The township 
was surveyed in the fourth quarter of 1853. Going on up through 6/11, we follow the river 
about through the middle of the township. There is a road along each side, and there is a 
fence in the west half of 30. No houses or fields shown. Also surveyed in fourth quarter of 
1853, as was also 6/12. The latter's northwest corner is crossed by the river. On the north side 
of the river are "Wm. Greene and French Enclosure" in the northeast of the northeast of 7, 
and the enclosure of Fruit & McSwain between 4 and 5. South of the river are Neagle's fence 
between 7 and 18, and the enclosure of Neill & Co. between 1 and 2. Nothing but trails is 
shown on 6/13, surveyed in 1852 and 1853. Dry Creek, a pond, and some short stretches of 
road appear on 6/14, surveyed in the fourth quarter of 1853. Along the western side of 6/15 
appear the Black Rascal Hills, and further east Black Rascal Creek, and near the eastern side 
Burns Creek. Also near the eastern side is the Fort Miller road, and in the northwest quarter of 
12, "Howard," doubtless the ranch house of Captain Howard and his brother. The survey was 
made in late 1853 and early 1854. The road from Stockton to Fort Miller appears in 6/16, and 
Howell in the northeast quarter of 30, Mullan in the northwest of 29, a field and a house in the 
northwest of the northwest of 19, and a house in the southeast of the southeast of 32.    
Same date for the survey. 

        Orestimba Creek appears in 7/8, Peth's house in the southeast quarter of 19 on the south 
side of the creek, a road in 5, and a trail in 36. The east boundary of the township was 
surveyed in 1853, the rest of it in 1859. The San Joaquin and the mouth of the Merced appear 
in 7/9. Hill's Ferry is shown between 3 and 4 near their south line, with a fence, a garden, and 
a windmill. There are roads to Hill's Ferry from the southwest and the southeast. There is a 
pasture in the north part of 25 on the west bank of the San Joaquin. Most of the township 
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lines were surveyed in 1853, the rest of the work in 1859. Along the south side of the Merced 
in 7/10 are Stone & Hammond about the west line of 6 (apparently Mahlon Stone), 
"Stephenson" field in the northeast quarter of 6, Lapee in the northwest of the northwest of 4, 
McManns in the northwest of the northeast of 4, Turner & Beaver in the southwest of the 
northwest of 3, with a field extending downstream, and a public road along the south side of 
the river. Turner is doubtless W. C. Turner, pioneer of 1852, and "Stephenson" means 
Stevinson. It seems to be a favorite mistake even yet to misspell the name of the particular 
pioneer family. It is correctly spelled with a "v" and an "I," and in view of the tendency to spell 
it otherwise, it may not be out of place to state that Mrs. Louisa J. Stevinson herself is 
authority for that. The commonest error is to change the "I" to an "e," but the more glaring 
error of "Stephenson" occurs in the big relief map recently installed in the ferry building at 
San Francisco. That applies to the town; both the name of the town and the name of the 
family is "Stevinson." The San Joaquin River runs nearly west in this township and there is a 
small house in the northwest quarter of 32 on the right bank. Most of the township lines were 
surveyed in 1853, part of the south and southwest in 1859 and 1870, and the section, 
segregation and meander lines in 1870. Nothing shows in 7/11, surveyed late in 1853. Bear 
Creek appears in the southeast corner of 7/12. Hadden & McFaden's shows on the south 
bank in the southwest of 36. Surveyed in the fourth quarter of 1853. The creek, divided into 
several sloughs, appears in 7/13, and in the northwest quarter of 22 on the north side of the 
main creek is Richardson's. Surveyed in 1852 and 1853. This "Richardson's" was 
approximately three miles west of the present court house, and a little further north. On 7/14, 
surveyed in 1853 and 1854, where a large portion of Merced is now, appear Bear Creek and 
another creek and two sloughs, and there are three or four forties along the creek marked, 
which presumably were claimed to hold water holes. Further up the creek in 7/15, 
"Cockenall's house" and field are shown in the southwest quarter of 17, on .the north bank. 
Givens' house is in the northwest quarter of 15, on the south bank, T. Givens in the southeast 
quarter of 10, south bank, Reed in the northwest quarter of 12, Harrison's field in the 
northeast of 12. Surveyed in 1853 and 1854. The Fort Miller road and Miles Creek are shown 
in 7/16, a field in 16 and 17, Cunningham in the northeast of 16, Cunningham's field in the 
southeast of 9 and the southwest of 10, Keener (in Mariposa County) in the northwest of 10, 
and on Owens Creek, Owens in the southwest quarter of 23. Surveyed in 1853 and 1854. 

        Going back to the West Side on the next row south, Las Garcas and Quinto Creeks 
appear on 8/7, and in the northern part branches of Orestimba Creek. There are two grain 
fields in the northwest quarter of 1; there is Hubbel's corral on Oat Gulch in the southeast 
quarter of 10; there are a sheep corral in the southeast of 14, another corral in the northwest 
of 15, Miles in the southeast of 22, Worthy's in the southeast of 23, Mrs. M. Walker in the 
northeast of 24, a road to Hill's Ferry down Las Garcas Creek, a cabin and two corrals in the 
northwest of 36, and a road from Las Garcas to Quinto Creek. The south boundary was 
surveyed in 1858, part of the north in 1859, the rest of the north in 1874, the remainder of the 
work in 1880. The next three townships going east were surveyed so largely after the 
organization of the county that it is hardly likely any of the culture except a road or two date 
back that far, and there are no works of man on 8/11. Bear and Mariposa Creeks enter the 
east side of 8/12, but there are no works of man. The "Mariposa River" and Owens Creek 
appear in 8/13, surveyed in 1852 and 1853. In 8/14 the township lines were surveyed in 1852 
and 1853 and the section lines in 1854. Owens Creek runs through the northern part, the 
north slough of the Mariposa through near or a little north of the middle, the middle slough a 
mile or two further south, and the main or south slough a little south of that. On the middle 
slough is a house, Houghton, in the northwest of 13, and a field between 14 and 23. In the 
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southwest of the northwest of 23, a house marked "Turner" marks the place which 
afterwards for a few months was the county seat. In the southwest of the southwest of 22 is 
Derrick. A considerable number of oak trees are shown on the middle and south sloughs. 
Deadman's Creek appears near the south edge of the township. The next township east, 
8/15, was surveyed, township lines in 1852 and 1853 and section lines in 1854. Still more 
oaks are shown along the "Mariposa River." Pieces of road show in the northeast quarter of 1, 
in the northeast of 3, and in the northwest of 6. Along the north side of the main or south 
branch of the Mariposa are houses as follows: Lovejoy in the southwest of 18, Cooper in the 
southwest of 17, Rogers in the northeast of 15, Fitzhugh in the southeast of 11, Vance in the 
northwest of 13. On the north side of the north branch in the southwest quarter of 9 is Swan's 
house. The Fort Miller road runs the northeast corner of 8/16. The township lines were 
surveyed in 1852 and 1853, the section lines in 1854. McDermot's house is shown just south 
of the Mariposa and west of the Fort Miller road in the northeast quarter of 2. Fremont's 
Ranch is shown on the south side of the Mariposa in the southwest of the northeast of 
section 10. There is a field of perhaps 25 or 30 acres in the southern portions of 16 and 17. 
Deadman's Creek is shown. The next township east, 8/17, had its south and west boundaries 
surveyed in 1853, and its north and east and section lines in 1855. "Beagle's" (Bieghle's) house 
is shown in the northeast of the northwest of 19. The Stockton and Fort Miller road, which 
became the Merced-Mariposa division line in 1855, enters this township in section 7 and 
leaves it at 36. The house of the Antelope Rancho is shown on the south side of Deadman's 
Creek in the northwest of the southeast of 17. Dutchman's Creek is shown. Passing on out of 
Merced County, we find in 8/18, surveyed in 1853 and 1856, the town of Buchanan and a 
copper smelting works in the northeast quarter of 33, south of the Chowchilla River. 

        Township 9 South, Range 7 East, was not surveyed until 1858 and 1859; it shows Quinto 
and Romero Creeks. The east line of 9/8 was surveyed in 1853, the rest in 1858 and 1859. 
There is a road along the north side in 3 and 4, a house on the south side in the southeast of 
8, and a road to Hill's Ferry in 36. There is no culture in 9/9. In 9/10, surveyed, township lines 
in 1853 and 1854, and section lines in 1861, appear the road to Visalia in 2 and 1, and part of 
the Santa Rita Grant in 1, 12, and half of 13. No culture appears oh the next six townships 
east. In 9/17, surveyed in the first quarter of 1854, appears Warren's barley field, south of the 
Chowchilla, in the southwest quarter of 2 and the northwest of 11. 

        The San Luis Gonzaga appears in part on 10/7, but no houses or fields. Not surveyed 
until 1858 to 1878. In 10/8, surveyed, part of east township line in 1854, balance in 1858 and 
1859, appear the overland stage road and the telegraph line, going northeasterly, vicinity of 
San Luis ranch house. In 10/9 appears the San Luis and Stockton road. There are also several 
houses, but the township was resurveyed in 1886, after surveys in 1853, 1854, and 1858, and 
these are probably not early, except perhaps the "old s. corral," in the southeast of 34. No 
culture is shown on the next four townships running easterly. 

A number of houses and roads are shown in townships 11 and 12 south, but so much of the 
surveying was done later, a good deal of it during the seventies, that it is doubtful if any of 
the culture dates back to the fifties. 

        Very briefly, then, there are shown on these surveys, before the county was organized, 
houses and other works of man all along the Merced from Merced Falls to the San Joaquin, 
down Bear Creek towards where Merced now is, and Richardson's about three miles further 
down Mariposa Creek to the Central Pacific and the State Highway, with three houses further 

 48



down. On the West Side, Hill's Ferry, the San Luis Ranch, the roads to Stockton and to Visalia; 
but on account of the later dates of the greater part of the surveys, perhaps nothing else that 
we dare assert, on the authority of the surveys, was there in 1855. 

        We turn now from geography to biography. If we accept the very slight and soon 
abandoned start towards settlement which appears to have been made by John C. Fremont, 
in all probability before that date, the first settlement by Americans in what is now Merced 
County appears pretty conclusively to have been made by John M. Montgomery and Col. 
Samuel Scott in the fall of 1849. The sketch of Scott in the 1881 History, which was published 
in the year of Scott's death, says he "in 1849 came to Merced, then Mariposa County, and 
entered into the stock business." This sketch tells of his partnership with Montgomery. The 
sketch of Mr. Montgomery in the 1905 History and Biography, says: "In the fall of 1849 Mr. 
Montgomery, with Samuel Scott, located in probably the first settlement in what is now 
Merced County, being but a short distance below the present site of Snelling." Both men were 
born in Kentucky, Scott in 1809, Montgomery in 1816, and they came to California in 1847, to 
Monterey, and engaged in business there until the discovery of gold drew them across the 
Coast Range to the Merced River. Mr. Montgomery does not appear to have done any mining. 
His sketch in the 1905 History says he hauled freight instead; and after he and Scott had 
located on the Merced, he engaged in farming and stock-raising. We have seen how he 
appears to have been the richest man in the county in 1857; and later, up to the time of the 
beginning of grain-raising on a large scale about the end of the sixties, he was called the 
money and cattle king of Merced County. Mr. Montgomery returned to Missouri in 1852 and 
married Elizabeth Armstrong. On their return to California in 1854 their daughter Mary, now 
Mrs. I. J. Buckley, was born in the month of June at the sink of the Carson, in what was then 
part of Utah Territory. Mr. Montgomery established his family in the home on Bear Creek 
which he had made ready before he went East, and which in more recent years is known as 
the Wolfsen Ranch. 

        Montgomery and Scott, when they arrived on the Merced River in the fall of 1849, 
camped, it is said, under one of the large water-oak trees which serve so greatly to beautify 
and give character to the river bottom all the way from Merced Falls to the San Joaquin. The 
place was a short distance north of the present Cox Ferry bridge, on the left-hand side of the 
road leading from the bridge out to the paved county highway which leads from Hopeton to 
Snelling. The tree was standing, up until a few years ago, but has now fallen and 
disappeared. A short distance up the river from where the gravel pit is now located from 
which the gravel for the Exchequer Dam is being obtained, still stands a house known as "the 
old Montgomery house." It is not on its original site, however. The large brick house just at the 
lower edge of Snelling was of course much later; we read elsewhere of when Mr. Montomery 
built it about the end of the sixties. Colonel Scott's farm on the Merced came to be called 
"Baluerte," and was a splendid estate alone in the late sixties, where the owner appears to 
have dispensed a hospitality very characteristic of the old South. Mrs. Rowena Granice Steele 
made the place the scene of a romance, "Baluerte," and it figured in another book or two 
which she also wrote. The place is what is now known as the Cook & Dale place. Colonel 
Scott's operations on the Merced were interrupted, after his arrival with Montgomery in 1849, 
by a period of mining, at Placerville, El Dorado County, among other places. 

        Montgomery and Scott and Dr. David Wallace Lewis established a house of 
entertainment which was the beginning of Snelling, in the spring of 1851, Steele tells us in the 
"Argus" of June 18, 1870-- early in the spring, he says. The place was kept by Dr. Lewis. It was 
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first a brush tent, but shortly Dr. Lewis built what was afterwards known as Snelling's Hotel. 
The Snelling family arrived in the fall of 1851, Steele says, and purchased the property. 

        Meanwhile, in September, 1850, Dr. Joshua Griffith settled on the Merced. The 
biographical sketch of him in the 1881 History says that when he settled on the Merced there 
were only three other men on the river; namely, Samuel Scott, J. M. Montgomery, and James 
Waters. Montgomery and Scott are names well known, but the name of James Waters soon 
disappears, so far as we have been able to find. The sketch of W. C. Turner in the 1881 History 
says that James Waters was the leader of the party with which Mr. Turner came to 
California—from Salt Lake to Los Angeles, at least. The party was at Salt Lake in September, 
1849, and came on to Los Angeles. They came over the Tejon Pass and to Fort Miller, and, 
says the sketch, "Here resting a few days, they went to a place called Fine Gold Gulch and did 
some prospecting. From there they went on to Mariposa County." Mrs. Louisa Stevinson is the 
only person, so far as we have been able to find, who knows of James Waters now; and from 
her we learn that he owned the place where James J. Stevinson settled on the lower Merced 
in August, 1852. Stevinson bought him out, and presumably Waters moved away from this 
vicinity. 

        The 1881 History tells of a "Strange Meeting on the Merced," relating that "Joseph 
Griffith" and "William Hawkins" both were members of the Ashley expedition, it says in 1823. 
This was the Ashley who was a partner of Jedediah Smith, who led a party through the San 
Joaquin Valley in 1827. There is in the 1881 book a short sketch of John Hawkins, which 
states that he settled on the Merced about three miles from its mouth in June, 1852, and 
established Hawkins' Ferry, and died in 1858, leaving a widow, three sons, and four 
daughters. The sketch of Joshua Griffith says that Griffith went to Missouri in 1820 (he was 
born in Pennsylvania in 1800 and moved to Ohio in 1810), and that "Here he met John 
Hawkins, and these two finally found themselves settled on the Merced River in 1852." Judge 
James Wood Robertson, a Mississippi man, came to California by way of Mexico and by ship 
to San Francisco in the summer of 1849; mined in Tuolumne county, at Jacksonville; returned 
to Stockton when the rainy season began; and reached the old California Ferry on the 
Merced River, afterwards known as Young's Ferry, in January, 1850, where he remained until 
summer. "In the fall of 1850," says the sketch about him in the Elliott & Moore history, "he took 
a trip to the northern mines. The next winter and summer he tried mining at Canyon Creek, 
near Georgetown, El Dorado County, but returned again in 1857 to the Merced River, and has 
remained there ever since. In 1855, on the organization of the county, he was elected 
Assessor..." From the context, it seems probable that the "1857" was a misprint for 1851. 

        N. B. Stoneroad, an Arkansas man, came across the plains to Los Angeles and up the 
coast to San Jose, where he arrived during October, 1849. He left San Jose on November 1, 
1849, for the Mariposa County mines, came by way of Pacheco Pass, and arrived at Agua Fria 
in the latter part of the month. He mined at Agua Fria for several months, then established a 
store at Horseshoe Bend, on the Merced River, in what will be a part of the Exchequer 
reservoir when the dam now under construction is completed. In October, 1850, he moved to 
Garota No. 2 in Tuolumne County and kept a store there for a year, and then in the fall of 
1851 returned to Arkansas, from which State he returned during the summer of 1852 across 
the plains by the southern route, with the loss of their stock, which was driven off by Indians 
west of El Paso. He reached Mariposa County again in the fall of 1852, mined during the 
winter, and in the spring, with his father and three other gentlemen, formed the partnership 
of Stoneroads, Cathey, McCreary & Kelly. Cathey and McCreary drew out the next spring, and 
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Stoneroad & Kelly continued the business until 1860. They had a tract of land, bought in 1853, 
about five miles southeast of Plainsburg. Stoneroad continued in the cattle business until the 
late sixties, when grain-raising began to take up the range, and then went to grain-raising 
himself, on two sections on Mariposa Creek. He raised a lot of sheep also in this and Fresno 
Counties, and in 1876, with two brothers, George W. and Thomas, and William Dickenson, his 
brother-in-law, drove 10,000 sheep to New Mexico, where they bought a tract of land and 
went into the sheep business. N. B. Stoneroad, however, continued to live on his ranch in this 
county. His wife, whom he married in 1867, was a daughter of Gallant D. and Isabella 
Dickenson, and was also an early pioneer, a member of the party who crossed the Sierras in 
1846, just a few days ahead of the Donner party. Mrs. F. H. Farrar is a daughter of Mrs. 
Stoneroad, by a former marriage with a man named Peck. 

        Eleazer T. Givens, born in Kentucky in 1828, came to California across the plains by way 
of St. Louis and Salt Lake in 1849. He came to the southern mines in 1850; working first on 
Coarse Gold Gulch, in what is now Madera County, and later on Auga Fria and Whitlock's 
Creeks in Mariposa County. It was on October 11, 1850, that he went hunting a grizzly with 
three other men. One of them, named Childs, and Givens, wounded the bear, and later came 
up with it in the chaparral, where it attacked Givens. He lost half his scalp and was otherwise 
badly bitten before Childs succeeded in killing the animal. This ended Givens' mining. In 1851, 
after recovering from his wounds, he returned to Kentucky, to his father's home. His parents 
came to California in 1852. He himself married Miss Martha Pratt of Morganfield, Kentucky, in 
1853, and they returned to California, to the old Texas Ranch, or Texas Tent, between 
Hornitos and Indian Gulch, then owned by his father. In 1854 he settled on Bear Creek and in 
1856 on Mariposa Creek. It was on this latter ranch, then the Turner & Osborn ranch, where 
the first county seat was located in 1855. The ranch is still owned by Mr. Givens' children. 

        William C. Turner, a Missouri man, settled on the Merced River in September, 1852. He 
crossed the plains in 1849, and from Salt Lake the party, under the guidance of James 
Waters, came on to Los Angeles, and then north over the Tejon Pass and to Fort Miller and 
Fine Gold Gulch. Mr. Turner reached Sherlock's Creek in Mariposa County, December 8, 1849, 
and remained in Mariposa County until 1852, when he came to the Merced River. 

        W. L. Means, born in Alabama in 1827, arrived in San Francisco by way of Mexico in 
August, 1850. He came to Don Pedro Bar, and then to the Mariposa County mines, first on the 
Merced River and later at Agua Fria. In 1851 he came down to the present Robla, on Bear 
Creek about ten miles west of Merced, and went to hunting elk and antelope to supply meat 
to the mines. He built the adobe house at Robla. To help him he had several Indians hired, 
and a white man named McPherson, who had lived a number of years among the Indians, 
presumably a member of one of the earlier trapping parties who had chosen to remain in 
California. 

        Col. Archibald Stevinson, a Kentuckian, and his son, James J. Stevinson, born in 
Missouri, came to California in 1849. James J. arrived early in the year, and mined at Mormon 
Gulch, Tuolumne County, in April and May of that year. For three months thereafter he acted 
as agent for Colonel Jackson at Jacksonville on the Tuolumne River. Then his father arrived 
from Chihuahua, Mexico, and the two in November, 1849, entered into partnership in a 
storekeeping venture. The Elliott & Moore history says they remained there until August, 1852, 
but E. W. Stockird says his grandfather left there in 1850 or 1851. At any rate J. J. Stevinson 
located on the Merced River on August 1, 1852, and A. Stevinson on September 23 of the 
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same year. J. J. Stevinson, on December 27, 1855, married Miss Louisa Jane Cox, daughter of 
Isom J. Cox, who conducted Cox's Ferry across the Merced. Mrs. Stevinson has already been 
mentioned as one of the few pioneers remaining who date their residence here from before 
the County's organization. 

        Erastus Kelsey settled on his farm near Merced Falls in 1853. He was born in Oneida 
County, New York, in 1827. He crossed the plains, and arrived at Sacramento on August 18, 
1849. He joined the Quincy Mining Company in 1849, and then, in November of the same 
year, settled on a ranch on the west side of the Sacramento in company with Joel D. Nichols, 
J. W. H. Campbell, and a man named Shryer, under the firm name of Nichols, Campbell & Co. 
The next April, with Nichols and Campbell, he went to Auburn and Spanish Flats and again 
went to mining. He returned east, to Illinois, in the fall of 1850, married Miss Malinda Powers 
in 1851, and returned to California in 1852. Four sons were born to Mr. and Mrs. Kelsey: 
Charles, George P., Horace G., and Arthur L, Kelsey. 

        William Nelson, born in New Hampshire in 1812, came to California in 1849 from New 
Brunswick around the Horn. With his wife and his son, Henry, he arrived in San Francisco in 
May, 1850. He mined for two years, and then went to Humboldt Bay in the winter of 1852 on 
the steamer Santa Clara, which he converted into a sawmill for Ryan, Dupp & Co. He had 
learned the trade of a millwright in the East. After several months in the Humboldt Bay 
section, he returned to San Francisco in the fall of 1852 and built a flour mill on Jackson 
Street, which he ran for three months. In 1854 he came to Merced Falls and built the flour mill 
which started the business of thirty-nine years in that line there conducted by him and his 
son, Henry, whom he took in as a partner in 1866, when the son was twenty-two years of 
age. It was in March, 1854, that Mr. Nelson came to Merced Falls. In 1867 the Nelsons took 
part in organizing a company and building a woolen mill adjoining their flour mill. Both were 
destroyed by fire in 1872, and the rebuilt mills were burned in 1893. 

        Henry Nelson, the son mentioned, is one of the earliest pioneers of the county now 
living. He married Miss Lola A. Lawrence in 1870. One son and four daughters were born to 
them: William N., Lola, Almah, Inez, and Etta. After 1893, when the Nelson & Son's second mill 
was burned, Henry Nelson helped run the Ruddle mill on the south side of the river below 
Snelling, which has only recently been torn down. During his milling days he hauled flour to 
the market in the mining country from Sonora to Coarse Gold. Mount Ophir, where John C. 
Fremont was a customer, Mariposa, and Princeton, now called Mt. Bullion, are among the 
places he mentions to which his flour team went. Mr. Nelson recalls the beginning of the town 
of Merced and relates that after the burning of their mill in 1872, Merced's first year of 
existence, their team being short of work in the way of hauling flour, he brought it over here 
and for two months that summer hauled wheat from the ranches out in the present Tuttle 
section to the new warehouse here for shipment. He made two trips a day with two wagons, 
carrying 10,000 and 7,000 pounds respectively. In this grain we see the reason for the 
coming of the railroad and the moving of the county seat from Merced River bottom to the 
plains. Henry Nelson has been a resident of Merced for a number of years and up to the end 
of 1924 was actively engaged in the real estate and insurance business. A few months ago 
he retired from business on account of being troubled with neuritis. Mrs. Nelson died in May, 
1925. 

        Thomas Claiborne Deane, born in Kentucky in 1826, came to California by the southern 
route in 1849. He lived in what was then Mariposa County until the formation of Merced, and 
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engaged in stock-raising. In the sketch of him in the 1881 History we read that he was one of 
those who encouraged cotton-raising in the county, and that there were then between 2500 
and 3000 acres of cotton in Merced County. Henry Nelson recalls that Mr. Dean was known 
as "Claibe" to his intimates. 

        Whether that interesting early figure, James Capen Adams, known as "Grizzly Adams," 
was ever in what is now Merced County, we cannot tell; but he tells in his Life, written by 
Theodore Hittell and published in San Francisco, we believe in the sixties, of coming down 
from the mountains and outfitting at a place called Howard's Ranch, and then returning to 
Strawberry in Tuolumne County. He hunted on the Merced River in the mountains, and tells of 
killing and capturing alive grizzly bears there. 

        Thomas Price came to this county on August 25, 1854; it was of course then a part of 
Mariposa County. He was an Arkansas man, and came across the plains in 1853. He seems 
to have been one of the comparatively few who did not follow mining. He went to stock-
raising at once, and in 1855 went to Texas and bought a drove of cattle and drove them here. 
This is one of the recorded cases of driving stock out from the East. Whether his Texas cattle 
would classify in the 1857 assessment roll as "American" or "Spanish," we may wonder, but 
the presence of considerable numbers of "American" stock cattle by that year shows that 
numbers of others must probably have driven cattle here across the plains. 

        Samuel L. Givens, one of the pioneers who came prior to the formation of Merced 
County and who is still living, came with his parents from their former home near Caseyville, 
Kentucky, by New Orleans and the Isthmus in 1853. They arrived at San Francisco February 2 
of that year, and at the Texas Ranch near Hornitos five days later. Two older brothers, Eleazer 
T. and Robert Robinson Givens, the former already mentioned, had come out in 1849 for the 
first time. Other brothers were Tom and John; and there were four sisters: Matilda L., who 
died in 1853; Jane R., Mrs. D. M. Poole, of Stockton; Catherine D., Mrs. A. J. Gregory, of 
Mariposa; and Mary Richards, Mrs. Eli E. Thrift, of Stockton. Mr. Givens lives on his ranch on 
Bear Creek, twelve or thirteen miles above Merced; and while the Texas Ranch was the family 
home, they had a stock ranch within what is now Merced County, on Bear Creek, since the 
early fifties. A man named M. O. Barbour formerly owned the S. L. Givens place. A short 
distance down Bear Creek from Mr. Givens' place, J. M. Montgomery lived in 1857, on the 
present Wolfsen place; and Mr. Givens relates that there was in that vicinity, in the creek 
bottom, a corral for the capture of wild horses, with a long "wing" fence running out into the 
plains to turn them towards the corral. A low fence was sufficient to turn them, he states. The 
Mexicans used to catch the horses here. Until 1867, Mr. Givens himself rode a horse which J. 
B. Cocanour caught between the Montgomery Ranch and Lone Tree in 1854. He recalls that 
he went through Pacheco Pass twice in the early days: once in 1858, on his way to college at 
Santa Clara, when he was about fifteen years old, and a second time in 1869, in pursuit of 
some horse-thieves who had run off some horses from the Texas Ranch. These two trips 
were on horseback. He relates that when he was on his way across in 1858, as a boy, he 
remembers a stage drawing up at the San Luis Ranch, a four-in-hand, with four men and four 
women passengers, Castilians, the women as fine-looking as he ever saw, with black eyes 
and very fair skins. We are indebted to Mr. Givens for some information about the early 
surveys in the county. Jack Hays was United States deputy surveyor and ran the township 
lines in 1853. A man named Reed afterwards surveyed the sections. General J. W. Bost and 
Richard Thomas surveyed Mr. Givens' place. 
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        E. W. Healy, born in New York State in 1820, crossed the plains from Illinois in 1853. At 
Salt Lake he left his party to join J. M. Montgomery's train—this was not, of course, Mr. 
Montgomery's first trip—and came through with him to his ranch on Bear Creek, where they 
arrived August 14, 1854. Healy mined in Mariposa County during the dry winter of 1854-1855. 
He barely made expenses, and returned to work for Mr. Montgomery in 1856. 

        Alexander George Black, while not a pioneer of Merced prior to the county's formation, 
yet crossed the county in the year of its formation. He came around the Horn to San 
Francisco from Boston in 1853, farmed two years in the Pajaro Valley, and then came across 
the Pacheco Pass to Mariposa County in 1855, hauled lumber for Clark's sawmill, and in 1856 
built a stable at Hornitos, and afterwards kept a grocery store and teamed until 1865. 

        Henry Clay Daulton, a pioneer of Fresno County since 1858, also fails to qualify as a 
pioneer of Merced prior to 1855, but his story must be mentioned briefly. He came to 
California in 1850 and mined in the vicinity of Hangtown and Coloma. In 1852 he returned 
home; in 1853 again he started west, having hired out to Thomas Hildreth at New London, 
Missouri, to drive an ox team across the plains for fifteen dollars a month. They brought a 
heavy train of cattle and sheep, left New London May 17, 1853, came by way of Salt Lake, 
and reached Los Angeles November 24 of the same year. He came to Fresno County, to the 
part that is now Madera County, from Los Angeles in 1858. The Daulton Ranch, one of the 
best known in Madera, and Daulton Station in the foothills on the railroad to Raymond, 
perpetuate his name. 

        Thomas Givens, a brother of Eleazer T. and Samuel L. Givens, while he came with his 
father's family to the Texas Ranch in 1853, appears hardly to have qualified as a resident of 
Merced County before its organization. He mined in the Mariposa hills for a few years, and in 
1858 went to Santa Clara County and began farming there, and then shortly afterwards 
came back to the San Joaquin Valley and located in this county. 

        Edward Wheaton Buffum and Nathaniel Stephenson Stockton, the former a New 
Hampshire man and the latter from Alabama, came to Mariposa County in the summer of 
1854 and went into partnership, built a water ditch to supply the miners, and operated that 
for several years, and also a stock ranch about four miles from Hornitos, raising cattle, 
horses, mules, hogs, and goats, notably Angora goats. They also had a ranch in Merced 
County, in the country out towards Plainsburg, but apparently not early enough to qualify 
them as pioneers from before the formation of Merced County. 

        The Merced Express of April 3, 1880, published what the owners, W. P. Stoneroad & Co., 
say they believe to be "a complete list of the old settlers of Merced County who now [1880] 
reside in this county, and who came to California previous to" the admission of the State into 
the Union on September 9, 1850. We have no way of knowing how many of these pioneers 
were in this county when it was formed, except as we gather the information elsewhere. The 
list follows:  Aiken, William R., Mississippi Blackburn, J. C, Ohio Bennett, P. B., Ireland Bost, J. W., 
Mississippi Carroll, Patrick, Ireland Chapman, Joseph, Maryland  Chamberlain, A., New York 
Clough, A. W., New Hampshire Cargile, Thomas B., Kentucky Chandler, R. T., Georgia Cox, Isom 
J., Tennessee  Cocanour, J. B., Pennsylvania  Chapman, Harry, New York  Dean, T. C, Kentucky  
Dickenson, Samuel, Missouri  Dickenson, G. W., Missouri  Dowst, W. B., Massachusetts  Evans, 
Charles E., Louisiana  Fee, Peter, Norway  Griffith, Joshua, Pennsylvania  Gardenhire, F., 
Pennsylvania  Goldman, M., Prussia  Givens, E. T., Kentucky  Heme, Levi, Missouri  Hulse, A. W., 
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New York  Howell, W. L., Pennsylvania  Hicks, James E., Missouri  Hayes, George, Maine  
Huffman, C. H., Louisiana  Halstead, G. W., New York  Ivett, John, England  Ingalsbe, Albert, 
New York  Jones, J. Y., Virginia  Johnson, Thomas, Ireland  Kibby, James, New York  Kelsey, 
Erastus, New York  Keys, John, Virginia  Kahl, Adam, Pennsylvania  Larkin, Frank, New York  
Leggett, T. A., New York  Montgomery, J.  M., Kentucky  Marsh, J. B., Massachusetts  McErlane, 
Hugh, Ireland McCreary, W. A., Alabama  McFarlane, N., Tennessee  McFarlane, John L., 
Tennessee  Nelson, William, New Hampshire  Openheim, Ben., Germany  Ostrander, H. J. New 
York  O'Donnell, John, Ireland  Peck, James B., New York  Peak, L., Illinois  Powell, George W., 
Texas  Russell, George, Connecticut  Rogers, G. W., New York  Robertson, J. W., Mississippi  
Ruddle, John, Missouri  Reynolds, Rube, Georgia  Rolfe, Nelson, Virginia  Stoneroad, N. B., 
Alabama  Spears, S. K., New York  Stevinson, James J., Missouri  Stevinson, Col. A., Kentucky  
Smith, Edward H., New York  Scott, Samuel, Kentucky  Steele, Robert J., North Carolina  
Turner,  George,  New York  Thurman, M. H., Tennessee  Thurman, Eli, Tennessee  Turner,  
Nicholas, Tennessee  Tyson, Ed. H., North Carolina  Turner, W. C, North Carolina  Wilson, L. P., 
New York  Wheat, Job, New York  Ward, George W., Missouri  Yates, Adam, New York 

        Henry Nelson remembers many of these and has knowledge of quite a number of them 
being here when the county was formed. William R. Aiken, afterwards county assessor, he 
thinks was here that early. A. W. Clough was here that early. So were Isom J. Cox and J. B. 
Cocanour, and T. C. Dean. W. B. Dowst, father of Deputy Sheriff D. D. Dowst, now a resident of 
Merced, was here that early. Henry Nelson remembers that when he first came to Merced 
Falls in March, 1854, Mr. Dowst was the driver of the stage on which he came from Stockton. 
He remembers Peter Fee, but Fee was not in this county but at Mount Ophir in 1855. This is 
the Peter Fee, a native of Norway, who did live in this county, a short distance above Snelling, 
a little later, and whose diary we have for the years 1858 to 1862 inclusive. About W. L. 
Howell, Nelson remembers well that he lived on Dry Creek, and that he went to school with 
Mark Howell, W. L.'s son, in the fifties. James E. Hicks he thinks was here as early as 1855. 

        George Hayes was not in the county at the time of its organization. He was a resident on 
the Merced River, however, earlier. He took up a ranch on the Merced River in 1852, near 
Snelling. He had first come to California in August 1849. He was a native of Maine, where he 
was born in 1820. Soon after he took up the ranch near Snelling, his wife came out from the 
East, and they began keeping hotel in Mariposa. Their hotel was the Mariposa Hotel, and 
Henry Nelson remembers that he stayed there once as a boy, and that Mr. Hayes treated him 
very kindly. After living in Mariposa County until 1877, during part of which time he had 
charge of the county hospital there, Mr. Hayes came to Merced County and took charge of 
the Merced County Hospital, which was located at that time up Bear Creek from Merced. 

        C. H. Huffman, Mr. Nelson recalls, was not in the county when it was formed. He was in 
Stockton, had "the finest mules in the country," and used to haul from Stockton to Mariposa 
and through the southern mines. 

        G. W. Halstead came to a farm about a mile below Snelling in 1854. John Ivett, and 
Albert Ingalsbe, and also Dan Ingalsbe were here when the county was formed. The 
Ingalsbes came in 1854. James Kibby was here, near Merced Falls, in 1855. "We bought his 
place," Mr. Nelson says. "It joined us down the river. George was born there." George, son of 
James Kibby, who is G. W. Kibby, present county treasurer, was born, he himself says, about a 
mile above Snelling in 1858. 
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        John Keys was here as early as 1855. He drove team in the early days, which was how 
Nelson became acquainted with him. Later he lived at Keys Grove on the San Joaquin. Frank 
Larkin was an early resident on Dry Creek, probably as early as 1855. McFarlane was on Dry 
Creek also as early as 1855. Mr, Nelson recalls this, and Mrs. John Ruddle informs us that 
John McFarlane was a member of the party with which her husband came out from Missouri 
in 1849. Mrs. Ruddle's mother was a McFarlane and Mrs. E. G. Rector was another. 

        Nicholas Turner was here as early as 1854 or 1855, Henry Nelson recalls. Mrs. Ruddle 
tells us that in 1854, when John Ruddle went back to Missouri and drove out two hundred 
and fifty cattle, he was accompanied to California by his brother-in-law, Pleasant Henderson, 
and "Pleas's" brother, Jim Henderson, and that Jim Henderson's wife was Nicholas Turner's 
daughter. L. P. Wilson was here as early as 1855. He lived on the Castle Bluff Ranch before 
Spears and Odel. Job Wheat was here pretty early; and George W. Ward was on Dry Creek, 
Nelson thinks, as early as 1855. 

        John Ruddle, until his death recently (February 1, 1925) the oldest of the county's living 
pioneers, was born October 17, 1830, and came out across the plains with an ox team from 
Missouri to California in 1849. In the party, as has been mentioned, was John McFarlane. Basil 
Delashment was another, and still another was a man named Boatwright. Mr. Ruddle mined 
in Mariposa County in 1849. In 1852, when his parents came out from Missouri, he came 
down to the country below Snelling, and he and his brother Allen settled on the place known 
commonly in later times as the Stockird Ranch, now owned by Carlon and Silman. 

        Allen Ruddle was killed in 1853, supposedly by the notorious Joaquin Murietta and 
Three-Fingered Jack. Mrs. Ruddle tells how he remarked that he was tired of sitting on boxes, 
and took three yoke of cattle and a wagon and a quantity of gold, money or gold dust, and 
started one morning for Stockton to buy some furniture. His team came home with the 
wagon about dusk the same day, and the following day they found his body, with bullet holes 
in it, along the old road that leads up over the bluff to the north from the river bottom, about 
four or five miles below Snelling. The spot was between the old Buckley stone house and a 
ford on Dry Creek, just about north of Hopeton. So far as we are informed, this killing of Allen 
Ruddle was the only murder by Joaquin Murietta in Merced County; and the evidence 
connecting him with that, Mrs. Ruddle states, was wholly circumstantial. 

        We have already told how John Ruddle returned to Missouri in 1854 and drove out a 
herd of two hundred and fifty cattle, and that Pleasant and Jim Henderson were members of 
his party on the return. The cattle were American stock, Mrs. Ruddle tells us, and she 
remembers how, after her arrival in 1859 (she married Mr. Ruddle in 1860), they drove up 
some of the cows and made butter and cheese. Her mother made the cheese, the first 
homemade cheese in the county, and found a ready market for it. They had ten or twelve 
cows to milk. It is interesting to note that in all the ninety-four pages which remain of the 
assessment roll of 1857, although there are thousands of cattle mentioned, only once is a 
"cow" mentioned. One wonders whether this indicates that cows—milk cows—were scarce, or 
perhaps merely that the assessor had occasion only this once to use the singular of "cattle." 

        Mrs. Ruddle did not come out until 1859; but her brother, William Jefferson Hardwick, 
called "J," came out in 1854 at the age of eighteen, in the employment of a man named 
McPhatridge, who drove out a herd of cattle from Missouri. McPhatridge had been in 
California before. Mrs. Ruddle thinks he settled at Santa Rosa. 
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        The Hardwick party took just two weeks short of six months to make the trip from 
Missouri across the plains, and they were two days and a half in crossing the Platte, where 
they had to go over on a raft and swim their cattle. The Indians were massacring emigrants 
before and behind them, but their party was not attacked. One day they came to where there 
were several ox yokes and some smoothing irons on the ground, a wisp of long light-colored 
hair on a sage bush, and five newly made graves. A headboard on one of the graves bore the 
name of one of these five murdered by the Indians—Amanda Melvina Johnson. By a strange 
coincidence, Mrs. Ruddle's aunt and her sister, both members of her party, both bore the 
name of Amanda Malvina—Mrs. E. G. Rector, and Amanda Malvina Hardwick. They wrote their 
names, with the date, and left them beside the dead girl's grave for other emigrants to see. 
The party in crossing the desert traveled a day and a night and came to an alkali water hole, 
where their cattle were so thirsty that they crowded in and drank and could not be whipped 
away. Quite a number of them died from drinking the poisoned water. There were a lot of 
other cattle from other parties which had perished in the same way. 

        Antone Lagomarsino, a Forty niner, who mined in Tuolumne and near Agua Fria, settled 
on the Merced River adjoining the Scott place, the present Cook & Dale place, in 1852, and 
followed the business of market-gardening. His family moved to Merced in 1878, but he 
himself remained on the river until his death. 

        John W. Morgan and Lee Hamlin built in 1852 the first flour mill on the Merced River, at 
the place where the mill known as the Ruddle Mill stood until only a few years ago. This was 
known as the Lee Hamlin Mill. Mr. Morgan and his wife, after some years, sold out on the river 
and moved to Santa Cruz, and Mrs. Morgan is living there now at the age of ninety. She was 
Jane Pitzer before her marriage, and her brother was D. K. Pitzer, the father of Mrs. William 
Adams of Merced. 

        Mrs. Sensabaugh, the widow of J. B. Sensabaugh (who was sheriff in 1865) and mother 
of A. T. Sensabaugh of Merced, was in her girlhood Modest Walling; she was a niece of John 
Ruddle, and came out to the Merced River with her mother and a party of other relatives of 
Mr. Ruddle at the age of twelve years, in 1854. Mrs. Sensabaugh now lives in San Francisco, 
and was eighty-three years of age in February of the present year (1925). 

        George P. Kelsey, second son of Erastus Kelsey, now living in Berkeley, presents a case 
to argue about, as to whether he is entitled to be called a pioneer of the county from the time 
of its organization. The act creating the county was approved April 19, 1855, the election on 
the organization was held on May 14, the vote on that election was canvassed on May 19, 
George Kelsey was born on May 25, and the first meeting of the board of supervisors and the 
first court were held on June 4, all in 1855. Charles Kelsey, eldest son of Erastus Kelsey, was 
born before the organization of the county; he is no longer living. 

        In the Le Grand section live two pioneers of the days before the county was organized, 
Mrs. Penelope Rogers and William Cyrus Wilson. They came out in the same party in 1852, 
from Missouri. G. W. Rogers was Mrs. Rogers' husband. Alfred Harrell was her brother-in-law, 
and William Johnson was another brother-in-law, and William Johnson was W. C. Wilson's 
uncle. They all came in the same party. William Johnson lived on what was afterwards the 
Adam Kahl place. He owned part of the land where the Plainsburg cemetery now is, and built 
an adobe house near the site of the town. Johnson left the county, Jefferson Price thinks, in 
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1876, and went to Texas. He was a cattle raiser here in this county, and his nephew, W. C. 
Wilson ("Billy" Wilson), worked for him. 

        Mrs. Rogers' family remained about a year in Los Angeles, then came to Stockton, and 
after a short time to Merced Falls. From Merced Falls they went in 1853 to the Elkhorn Ranch 
in the present Mariposa County; and in 1855 they came down to near the Turner & Osborn 
ranch, which that summer enjoyed its brief term as the county seat of Merced County. They 
did not come down until towards the latter part of the summer, and therefore were not 
actually in the county at the exact time of its organization. 

        Mrs. Rogers' father was Isaac A. Ward. Ward bought a settler's right from a man named 
Derrick (we have already seen the name on the township plat). Ward sold to a man whose 
name, Mrs. Rogers recalls, was something like Atwater, and this man sold to Healy. G. W. 
Rogers went back to Missouri in 1853 and returned in 1854 with a bunch of cattle. He rode an 
iron gray horse for years that he caught out of a band. 

        David Eason Lewis, a pioneer of the Plainsburg section, missed being here when the 
county was organized by about a year; he arrived in the county in May, 1856. 

        Captain Nicholas Turner settled on Mariposa Creek two and a half miles east of 
Plainsburg, apparently in 1854. He was born in Tennessee in 1802 and married Keziah 
McClure in 1826. He came to California in 1848, went back in 1851, came out again in 1853, 
and returned to Missouri in 1856 and drove out a band of cattle. He led several emigrant 
trains out from the East. His son Joseph L. Turner, born in Missouri in 1838, came out to 
California in 1853; and presumably it was on this trip of his father that the latter brought his 
family out with him. 

        James Cunningham, born in County Londonderry, Ireland, in 1824, followed the sea a 
number of years. He arrived in San Francisco in February, 1852, as captain of the clipper ship 
Canada. The crew all deserted and went to the mines. Captain Cunningham, with several 
months' pay unpaid, and practically "broke," became one of a party of five that went to the 
Yuba River. He mined there for nearly two years, but meanwhile made two trips on horseback 
to Mariposa County. On the first trip he located a mining claim on Mariposa Creek; on the 
second he found that somebody had jumped it. From Captains Smith and Renwick he bought 
320 acres of land and a growing crop of barley for $1000. This appears to have been late in 
1853 or early in 1854. This land was the nucleus of the present Cunningham Ranch. When 
Captain Cunningham arrived, his nearest neighbors were seven miles away, both on the 
north and on the south. 

        John Boyd Cocanour was one of the earliest pioneers of the county. He was born in 
Pennsylvania in 1813; he arrived in San Francisco August 12, 1850, by way of Panama. He 
spent a very short time in the mines and then went into the cattle business in what later 
became the eastern part of Merced County. He kept 8000 to 10,000 head of cattle during the 
days before the grain farmers came; in 1872 he sold out his cattle and went to farming. He 
was one of the founders and stockholders of the woolen mill at Merced Falls. With J. M. 
Montgomery, he was amongst those who took part in the Madera lumber flume enterprise. 
Like Mr. Cunningham, who precedes him here, and Mr. Barfield, who follows him, he was one 
of the county's supervisors; he was supervisor for fourteen years. 
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        William J. Barfield, who was a brother-in-law of John Ruddle, a native of Georgia, was a 
pioneer of the county, and one of the three members of the first board of supervisors. We find 
"Ruddle & Barfield's House" on the township plat of Township 5 South, Range 13 East, which 
was surveyed in 1853 and 1854; Mr. Barfield was established there and engaged in farming 
well before the county was organized. As has been said, his son, George Barfield, is also a 
pioneer of the county; he was born at his father's place on the Merced River in January, 1855. 

        Elbridge Gerry Rector was born in Tennessee in 1816. He went to Texas in 1835, served 
in the Mexican War, and came to California, to Mariposa County, in 1849. In 1853 he went to 
farming on the Merced River. He and E. T. Givens circulated the petition for the organization 
of Merced County, and Mr. Rector was the county's first county clerk, and was afterwards 
sheriff. 

        George W. Halstead, Sr., and George W. Halstead, Jr., were both pioneers of the county. 
The father came to the Merced River bottom in 1854 and preempted a tract of land which he 
farmed until 1867. George W., Jr., was thirteen when he came to the Merced River with his 
father. George W. Halstead, Sr., first came to California in 1849. He worked in the mines a 
year, returned East in 1850, and two years later brought his family out. They lived in Stockton 
until 1854. 

         B. F. Howell was a pioneer of 1853 and one of the organizers of the county. 

        John Loftus Ivett and William Penrose came to the Merced River and bought a 
squatter's claim to 160 acres of land for $300. Ivett was a native of England and was born in 
1823. He came to the United States when he was eighteen. He was established in Wisconsin 
in 1851; in that year he set out for California. He came around the Horn, and from San 
Francisco walked with several other Englishmen to Mariposa County. Ivett and Penrose's 
place on the Merced River was first known as the Blue Tent, later as the Bluff Ranch. 

        John W. Sharp was not quite a pioneer of Merced County, but he was located at Hill's 
Ferry in 1855; he worked for a Mr. Wilson there for a number of years. He was a native of 
Virginia, born in 1835. After working for Wilson he worked for John McPike. In 1874 he bought 
a ranch of his own on Orestimba Creek, and raised sheep until 1880, and then cattle. 

        Harvey J. Ostrander, born in Madison County, New York, in 1825, was one of the very 
early pioneers of the county, and one of those most prominently identified with its history. He 
came to California in 1849 overland through Mexico; walked with a partner, driving a pack 
horse, from San Luis Obispo to the Tuolumne; mined there; and turned up on the Merced in 
the fall of 1850, took another partner, and bought and sold beef cattle for two years. In 1853 
he bought a steam flour mill at Stockton and set it up on the Merced River. He was a pioneer 
in irrigation, and a pioneer in opening up the plains to farming. During the war he raised the 
Stars and Stripes on a flag pole in his yard on his place near the Merced River, on July 4, 1862, 
and kept them flying during the rest of the war. 

        John P. Murry helped J. M. Montgomery drive out a drove of cattle from Missouri in 1853; 
he had come to California the previous year, and returned to Missouri with Mr. Montgomery. 
He remained in Montgomery's employment until 1855, and then went to Tulare County. 
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        John L. McFarlane was a pioneer to California in 1849, to Stanislaus County in 1850, and 
to the Dry Creek section of Merced County in 1854. He was born in Alabama in 1826. In 
California he married Hannah Peeler, who crossed the plains from Missouri with her parents 
in 1854 and settled in Merced County. 

        John Phillips, a native of England, crossed the plains in 1849, tried mining a short time, 
then established Phillips' Ferry across the Merced at a point which was taken, upon the 
organization of Merced County, as marking the boundary between it and the parent county 
of Mariposa. He returned East in 1851 and brought out his family the next year and settled at 
the ferry. 

        A. W. Clough, the father of the late County Assessor A. G. Clough, was a pioneer to 
California in 1849, and after mining several years, followed blacksmithing at Hornitos and 
also at Phillips' Ferry. He married Tirza Phillips, daughter of John Phillips. Whether Mr. Clough 
was established at Merced Falls before the county was organized is uncertain. 

        Charles S. Peck, born in Buffalo, New York, in 1834, came to California in 1852, following 
two brothers, James and John, who had come out in 1849. Frank Peck, a fourth brother, 
joined his brothers in 1853, on the Merced River apparently. At any rate Charles S. was there. 
He built the first stone building in Snelling, and we are told that he then went to Mariposa 
County and mined for six years and then returned East in 1859. In that year he married 
Adaline, daughter of Peter Cook, of Genessee County. His son, James F., was born in Buffalo 
in January, 1860. That spring the family returned to California and located at Snelling. 

        Out on Mariposa Creek near the Mariposa line were John and "Paddy" Bennett, here 
very early. The latter kept the Union post office, where the road from Stockton to Fort Miller 
crossed Mariposa Creek. 

        Dr. J. W. Fitzhugh was a pioneer of the county before its organization. He settled with 
his family on Mariposa Creek. We have seen that the early survey of the townships shows his 
name. The place was what afterwards became the Burchell place. Henry Nelson tells of the 
Fitzhugh ox team bringing wheat to Nelson's mill when he was a boy. Dr. Fitzhugh was the 
first county judge, and it was he who held court at the first county seat. Dr. Fitzhugh was a 
native of Kentucky; like many other early pioneers to the county, he came here from Missouri. 
He was on the Merced River near Snelling as early as 1851. 

        General John W. Bost, who married Dr. Fitzhugh's daughter, was born in North Carolina 
and came to California from Mississippi. He arrived in Merced County in 1852, while still a 
very young man. He held the positions of county surveyor, county clerk, assemblyman, and 
surveyor general. 

        In the old cemetery out near the foot of the bluff above Snelling as one goes out the road 
to Dry Creek, there are preserved the names of several members of the Snelling family and a 
few others. The greater number of the bodies formerly interred there have been removed to 
other places of burial, and the cemetery is unfenced with the exception of the Snelling family 
plat. Outside of this fence are three marked graves. The names and dates on the headstones 
are: C. Ann Duckwall, born April, 1838, died August 8, 1859; Ricardo G. Lambert, native of 
London, died November 8, 1871, aged 42 years; and Mary Elizabeth, daughter of D. A. and N. 
K. Jamison, died November 7, 1864, aged 2 years, 5 months, 1 day. Inside the fence are: Dr. J. 
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W. Goodin, died January, 1859, aged about 35 years; Frances C. R. Bludworth, born June 5, 
1862, died April 26, 1873; Frances Bludworth, the beloved wife of Wm. N. Neil, died April 1, 
1876, aged 35 years, 7 months, 9 days; William S. Snelling, died December 5, 1858, aged 37 
years; Sarah A. White, died Oct. 5, 1852, aged 35 years; Charles F. Bludworth, native of La., 
died Dec. 7, 1869, aged 39 years; B. Snelling, native of La., died Nov. 29, 1858, aged 66 years; 
Abiah T. Snelling, died Oct. 10, 1853, aged 10 years and 11 months; Thomas B. Hill, born Nov. 
12, 1819, died Dec. 31, 1868. There are footstones bearing the following initials: W. S. S., A. T. 
S., S. A. W., B. S., F. C. R. B., and C. F. B. 

        This Dr. J. W. Goodin was presumably one of the six men who figured in the shooting 
which Peter Fee so briefly chronicles: "Three men kild in Snelling." Charles F. Bludworth was 
the county's first sheriff; and Frances Bludworth, his wife, who afterwards married William 
Neil, was born a Snelling. Whether Thomas B. Hill was a pioneer we cannot tell; his headstone 
bears the dates of his birth and death and Masonic and Odd Fellows emblems. 

        Charles V. Snelling, who we presume lived later than those of his family who rest here, 
was the man who deeded to the county the site for its first court house and jail; the deed 
stands of record among the first deeds recorded in the county. A member of the sixth 
generation of the Snelling family in Merced County is now living in Merced, aged about two 
years.                
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CHAPTER VII 

ORGANIZATION AND BOUNDARIES 

  

        An act to create the County of Merced, to define its boundaries and to provide for its 
organization, was passed by the legislature and approved April 19, 1855, and is as follows: 

        "The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as 
follows: 

        "Section 1. There shall be formed out of the southwestern portion of Mariposa County a 
new county to be called Merced. 

        "Section 2. The boundary of Merced County shall be as follows: Beginning at a place on 
the San Joaquin River known as Converse's Ferry, thence along the main road leading to a 
place on the Merced River known as Phillips' Upper Ferry, thence in a straight line to the 
southeast corner of Stanislaus and southwest of Tuolumne counties, thence along the line 
dividing Mariposa and Stanislaus counties to the western corner of the same, thence 
southeastwardly along the western boundary of Mariposa County to the corner of Tulare and 
said county of Mariposa, thence along the dividing line of Tulare and Mariposa counties to 
the road leading from Converse's Ferry on the San Joaquin river to Visalia in Tulare county, 
thence in a straight line to the place of beginning. 

        "Section 3. The seat of Justice shall be at such place as may be determined by the 
qualified electors of the county at the election for county officers, as provided by this Act. 

        "Section 4. There shall be an election held for county officers, and to determine the 
county seat in said county of Merced, on the second Monday in May of the present year, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five. 

        "Section 5. At the election mentioned in the preceding section there shall be chosen a 
Board of Supervisors consisting of three persons, one County Judge, one County Attorney, 
one County Clerk who shall be ex-officio County Recorder, one Sheriff, one County Surveyor, 
one Assessor, one Treasurer, one Coroner and one Public Administrator, also a place to be 
the seat of justice. 

        "Section 6. A. Stevenson, Wm. Neal, W. J. Barfield, Charles V. Snelling, John McDermot, 
Samuel Lovejoy and C. F. Bludworth are hereby appointed and constituted a Board of 
Commissioners to designate the election precincts in said county of Merced for the said 
election, and to appoint the Inspectors and Judges of the several precincts as designated; to 
receive the returns of election and to issue certificates of election to the persons entitled to 
the same. 

        "Section 7. The laws of a general nature now in force regulating elections in this State, 
shall apply to the election ordered by this Act, except that the above Board of Commissioners 
herein appointed shall designate the election precincts, appoint the Inspectors and Judges of 
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election, receive the returns of election, issue the several certificates to the persons elected, 
and declare what place receives the highest number of votes for county seat. 

        "Section 8. Said Board of Commissioners shall hold their first session for the transaction 
of business at the house of James A. Neal & Co., in said county. 

        "Section 9. The said Board of Commissioners shall meet on the Monday two weeks 
previous to the election. At such meeting said Board shall appoint one of their number 
President, and one as Clerk. A record of their proceedings shall be kept; the attendance of a 
majority of the members of the Board shall be necessary for the transaction of business; at 
the said meeting the Board shall designate the precincts of the county and appoint 
Inspectors and Judges of such precincts, and give notice at each of the said precincts. 

        "Section 10. Sealed returns from the officers of election may be delivered to any member 
of said Board. The said Board shall meet on the fifth day subsequent to the election at the 
house of James A. Neal & Co., and the returns shall then be opened and read, and under their 
direction, and in their presence a tabular statement shall be made out, showing the vote 
given at each precinct of the county, for each person and for each of the offices to be filled at 
the election, and also the entire vote given for each person, and in the county for county seat, 
and for what place or places cast. The statement made out by such Board, shall be signed by 
its President and Clerk. The place for which the highest number of legal votes shall be found 
to have been cast, shall be the county seat. The persons having the highest number of legal 
votes for the several offices to be filled shall be declared elected, and the President shall 
immediately make out and send or deliver to each person chosen, a certificate of election 
signed by him as President of the Commissioners, and attested by the Clerk. 

        "Section 11. The County Judge shall qualify before the President of the Board, and enter 
upon the discharge of the duties of his office on the day succeeding the meeting of the Board 
as provided in the preceding section. The persons elected as county officers as provided in 
this Act shall qualify before the County Judge within ten days thereafter, and enter upon the 
discharge of their duties. 

        "Section 12. The President of the Board shall transmit without delay a copy of the tabular 
statement prepared as provided for in section tenth to the Secretary of State. The election 
returns of the county and a duplicate tabular statement shall be furnished to and retained by 
the County Judge of the county until the person elected as Clerk of said county has qualified 
and entered upon his duties, after which they shall be filed in his office. 

        "Section 13. The County Judge chosen under this Act shall hold office for four years from 
the next annual election for members of the Assembly, and until his successor is elected and 
qualified: the other officers elected under this Act shall hold their respective offices for the 
term fixed by law, commencing from the next annual election for members of the Assembly. 

        "Section 14. The County Judge shall receive for his services such sum annually as shall 
be determined by the Board of Supervisors, not to exceed one thousand five hundred dollars, 
to be paid in the manner provided by an Act to fix the compensation of County Judges and 
Associates of the Court of Sessions, approved May 17th, 1853. 
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        "Section 15. The county of Merced for representative purposes shall be and remain a 
portion of Mariposa county as now fixed, until otherwise provided by law. 

        "Section 16. The county of Merced for judicial purposes shall be attached to and form a 
part of the Thirteenth Judicial District. 

        "Section 17. The Board of Supervisors of Merced county shall have power to levy a 
special tax, not to exceed fifty cents on each one hundred dollars of valuation of the taxable 
property of said county, to be assessed and collected as other taxes, and the fund arising 
from said special tax shall be applied solely to the erection of a jail and court house for said 
county. 

        "Section 18. The Board of Supervisors of Merced county shall appoint two Commissioners 
to meet a corresponding number of Commissioners appointed in like manner by Mariposa, 
for the purpose of ascertaining and settling the amount of indebtedness the said county of 
Merced shall assume and become responsible for, of the debts of the said county of 
Mariposa, and when ascertained and certified to by said Commissioners or a majority of 
them to their respective counties, the Board of Supervisors of Merced county shall cause to 
be issued by the County Treasurer in favor of the county of Mariposa the sum so agreed upon 
payable out of any money that may come into the Treasury of Merced county. 

        "Section 19. All township officers chosen at the general election for Mariposa county 
whose districts by this Act may be included within the present limits of Merced county, shall 
continue to hold their respective offices for said county of Merced, during the term for which 
they were elected, and until their successors are elected and qualified. 

        "Section 20. The Clerk and Recorder of Mariposa county upon application by any person 
and payment of the fees, shall furnish certified copies of all deeds or other papers recorded in 
their offices, wherein the subject matter of such deed or other papers are situated in Merced 
county. 

        "Section 21. All actions pending or proceedings in the nature of actions, whether original 
or on appeal, civil or criminal, that were commenced by a party or parties now residing within 
the limits of Merced county, shall be disposed of by the tribunals and officers having 
jurisdiction of the same in Mariposa county upon the organization of said Merced county. 

        "Section 22. It shall be the duty of the County Surveyor under the instructions and 
direction of the Board of Supervisors to survey and mark the lines and boundaries of Merced 
county in accordance with the provisions of this Act, and for said services he shall receive 
such compensation as may be allowed by law. 

        "Section 23. Twenty per cent of all moneys received in the County Treasury of Merced 
county shall be set apart as a sinking fund to liquidate the debt due from Merced county to 
Mariposa county, and shall be paid over by the Treasurer of Merced county to the Treasurer 
of Mariposa county, every three months, and the Treasurer of Merced county shall take his 
receipt therefor." 

        There are several chapters to the story of Merced County's boundaries, and we may as 
well depart from the strict chronological order long enough to trace them here. 
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        It will be noticed that the place of beginning designated in the second section of that act 
approved on the eightieth anniversary of the battles of Lexington and Concord, and just 
quoted, was "a place on the San Joaquin River known as Converse's Ferry." If we should look 
for clues to this old ferry in the vicinity where the boundary line of Merced County now 
crosses the San Joaquin, we should be disappointed. It was located in the vicinity of the 
present-day Friant and the old Fort Miller, about twenty miles north of where Fresno now 
stands, and where the San Joaquin debouches from the foothills into the plains. 

        From that point the boundary followed "along the main road leading to a place on the 
Merced River known as Phillips' Upper Ferry," about where the bridge now crosses at Merced 
Falls. It is interesting and instructive to note the location of these early roads. For two reasons 
they avoided the lower valley country and kept along the lower edge of the hills. One reason 
was that the bulk of the early population—in the mining days—was in the hills. The other 
reason was that it was not so far to a solid bottom in winter by that route, either on land or 
when fording streams, as further out in the big valley. In the absence of rock-filled and hard-
surfaced roads and of bridges, it was the only practicable route. The boundary proceeded 
"thence in a straight line to the southeast corner of Stanislaus and southwest of Tuolumne." 

        The changes which have taken place in the county boundaries will be most conveniently 
noticed in their chronological order. Before arriving at the 18th of April, 1855, when Merced 
County was created, however, it becomes necessary to notice the boundary as it had 
theretofore existed between Mariposa County and Tuolumne and the portion of Tuolumne 
which in 1854 became Stanislaus, across the San Joaquin Valley. 

        The Act of April 23, 1851, and the preceding Acts of February, 1851, and of 1850: The Act 
of April 23, 1851, which by its terms repeals previous acts, describes the portion of the 
southern boundary of Tuolumne east of the San Joaquin River as proceeding from the 
"summit of the Sierra Nevada to the dividing ridge between the Tuolumne and the Merced 
rivers; thence following the top of said ridge down to the plains at a point seven miles below 
the mouth of the Merced River." In Dr. Owen C. Coy's "Guide to the County Archives of 
California," this line, both on the map of Tuolumne and those of Stanislaus and Merced 
Counties, is marked as a straight line—the portion of it across the plains, that is, the part 
which concerns Merced County; that is to say, a straight line between the corner common to 
Mariposa, Tuolumne, Stanislaus, and Merced on the east, and a point on the San Joaquin 
River seven miles below the mouth of the Merced on the west. 

        From this point on the San Joaquin, the boundary followed up the San Joaquin to the 
mouth of the Merced and ran "thence in a due southwest direction to the summit of the coast 
range." 

        After Merced County was created, the first change that took place in its boundaries, and 
the greatest of all changes in them, came from the cutting off of about three-fifths of 
Merced's original territory in 1856, to go into the newly created "Frezno" County. The act 
creating Frezno County, as it is there spelled, is in the Statutes of 1856 at page 183; and the 
portion of Section 2 describing the portion of its boundary which separated it from Merced 
was as follows: "Beginning at a point where the Stockton Road to Millertown crosses the 
Chowchilla, known as Newton's Crossing; thence down said stream, on the north side, with 
the high water mark to the sink of the same at the lower molt of cottonwood timber; thence 
south forty-five degrees west to the south boundary of Merced County." This so-called south 
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boundary of Merced County referred to is obviously what we should be more likely to call the 
west boundary, for "Frezno's" boundary then proceeds down along the summit of the Coast 
Range. 

        Knowing as we do that the northerly bank of the Chowchilla is accepted as the boundary 
between Merced and its neighbor on the south, it is obvious to anyone who has seen the 
Chowchilla spread out over a mile or so in width that high-water mark does not refer to flood 
water. The "sink of the same at the lower molt of cottonwood timber" is in the northeast 
quarter of Section 6, Township 10 South, Range 14 East, about two-thirds of the way from the 
main Valley Highway to the San Joaquin, and about five miles in a straight line from the river. 

        An act of the legislature approved March 8, 1866, provided for the surveying of the 
northern and eastern boundaries of Merced County and gave it a considerable addition of 
territory at the expense of Stanislaus—which Stanislaus got back again in 1868. The Act of 
1866, Sections 2, 3, and 4, provided: 

        "Sec. 2. The Board of Supervisors of Merced County are by this Act authorized, whenever 
in their judgment the same may be necessary, to appoint some suitable person, who shall be 
a good practical surveyor, to survey and mark out the boundary lines of Merced County as in 
this Act hereinafter provided, and such appointment may be made at any regular or special 
meeting of said board. 

        "Sec. 3. The person so appointed shall commence at the southwest corner of Tuolumne 
County, and southeast corner of Stanislaus County, and northwest corner of Mariposa 
County, and run south seventy (70) degrees west to the summit of the coast range of hills; 
and the line so run shall be the northern boundary of Merced County and the southern 
boundary of Stanislaus County. 

        "Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the person appointed by section two of this Act to 
commence at the point designated in section three as the place of beginning of the northern 
boundary of said County of Merced, and run on a straight line to a point known as Phillips' Old 
Ferry, on the Merced river; thence across said river in a straight line to the eastern line of the 
Stockton and Millerton Road; thence along the eastern line of said road, as traveled in the 
year eighteen hundred and sixty-four, to a point known as Newton's Crossing, on the 
Chowchilla River; and the line so run shall be the eastern boundary of Merced County." 

        Section 5 provided: "The person running said lines shall, at the end of each mile, and at 
the end of every angle in said line, erect lasting monuments of earth or stone; said 
monuments shall, if made of earth, be at least six feet in diameter at the base, and shall be at 
least two feet in height; and if made of stone, shall be at least four feet in diameter at the 
base and at least two feet in height." 

        The remainder of the act provided that the surveyor should file plats and field notes with 
the county surveyor and the county clerk, for his compensation and bond, and that he should 
enter upon the performance of his duties as soon as practicable after receiving his 
appointment, and repealed conflicting acts and parts of acts. The act by its terms took effect 
from and after its passage. 
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        On February 13, 1868, there was approved an Act of the Legislature of the State of 
California, entitled "An Act to Define the Boundary Line Between Merced and Stanislaus 
Counties," as follows: 

        "The people of the State of California, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as 
follows: 

        "Section 1. The permanent boundary between the Counties of Stanislaus and Merced 
shall be as follows: Beginning at the monument established by A. G. Stakes, County Surveyor 
of Stanislaus County, at the southwest corner of Tuolumne County and the southeast corner 
of Stanislaus County; thence in a straight line to a point on the San Joaquin River, seven miles 
below the mouth of the Merced River; thence up the center of the San Joaquin River to the 
mouth of the Merced River; thence in a due southwest direction to the summit of the Coast 
Range of mountains. 

        "Sec. 2. Within ninety days after the passage of this Act the County Surveyors of the 
Counties of Stanislaus and Merced shall survey the boundary line established in the 
preceding section, and shall mark said line with good and substantial monuments at the end 
of each mile and at every angle of said line. 

        "Sec. 3. The expense of surveying said boundary line shall be paid in equal portions by 
the Counties of Stanislaus and Merced. 

        "Sec. 4. Section three of an Act entitled an Act to confer certain powers upon the Board 
of Supervisors of Merced County, approved March eighth, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, 
and all Acts and parts of Acts in conflict with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed. 

        "Sec. 5. This Act shall take effect from and after its passage." 

        Section 3934 of the Political Code as enacted March 12, 1872, when the codes were 
adopted, defines the boundaries (and gives the county seat) of Merced County as follows: 

        "Merced. Beginning at northwest corner, being southwest corner of Stanislaus as shown 
on survey and map of A. J. Stakes, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight; thence northeasterly, on 
southern line of Stanislaus, as described in section three thousand nine hundred and thirty-
three, to common corner of Tuolumne, Mariposa, Merced, and Stanislaus, as established in 
said section; thence southeasterly, by direct line, being western line of Mariposa, to Phillips' 
Ferry, on Merced River; thence southeasterly, on line of Mariposa, being line shown on "Map 
of Mariposa County," to Newton's crossing on Chowchilla Creek, forming southeast corner; 
thence down the northern side and on high-water mark, being on line of Fresno, to the lower 
clump of cottonwood timber at the sink of said creek; thence south forty-five degrees west, 
to the eastern line of Monterey, on summit of Coast Range, forming southwest corner; thence 
northwesterly, by said summit and line of Monterey and Santa Clara, to place of beginning. 

        "County seat—Snelling." 

        We note in this that the word "molt" has been changed to the better known "clump," and 
also that high-water mark on the north bank of the Chowchilla is specified. 
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        The Code commissioners' note accompanying this section of the Political Code states 
that it is "based on Stats. 1855, page 125, Sec. 2; Stats. 1856, p. 183; Stats. 1865-66, p. 172, 
Sec. 2; Stats. 1867-68, p. 56, Sec. 1." 

        The preceding section (3933) referred to in 3934, describing the boundary of Stanislaus, 
after arriving at the southwest corner of Stanislaus and northwest corner of Merced 
according to Stake's survey of "July, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight," proceeds, "thence 
northeasterly, on line as established by said last-named survey, to the junction of the Merced 
and San Joaquin Rivers; thence down the San Joaquin seven miles; thence in a direct line a 
little north of east to a monument established by A. J. Stakes, being on the summit of the 
ridge between Merced and Stanislaus, and marking common corner of Tuolumne, Merced, 
Mariposa, and Stanislaus," etc., merely tracing in the opposite direction, it appears, the line 
established by the Act of February 13, 1868, already quoted. 

        The western boundary, in all the descriptions so far, has followed the summit of the 
Coast Range—meaning and accepted as, of course, the most easterly summit, the summit of 
the range specifically named the Diablo Range. San Benito County had been created on 
February 12, 1874; and on March 11, 1887, section two of the act creating it was amended, 
making changes in its boundaries so that they took in certain land from Fresno and Merced 
Counties. The portion of the San Benito boundary, as thus modified, which lay between it and 
Merced County is described as follows: "northwest in a straight line to the northeast corner of 
township fourteen south, range nine east; thence in a straight line northwesterly, running 
toward the northeast corner of township thirteen south, range seven east, to a point where 
said line intersects the present boundary line between the Counties of San Benito and 
Merced; thence along the present boundary line between the Counties of San Benito and 
Merced to the northeast corner of San Benito County and southeast corner of Santa Clara 
County." The portion from the last semicolon describes the unchanged portion of the 
boundary between the two counties; what precedes it, the changed portion. The effect was 
to move the southwest corner of Merced County several miles to the eastward of its former 
location. 

        On May 23, 1919, an act was passed by the legislature purporting to repeal Sections 
3909 to 3958 of the Political Code and enact new sections of those numbers, adding eight 
new counties to Chapter I of Title I of Part IV of the Code and changing the boundaries of 
certain existing counties. The counties were arranged alphabetically in the chapter, each 
having a section, and Merced County's section was 3932. No change was attempted in 
Merced County's boundaries from what they had been previously, and therefore the county is 
not affected by the decision of the Supreme Court in Mundell vs. Lyons, 182 Cal. 289, in 
holding the new act unconstitutional. This was done on the ground that it was in conflict with 
Article XI, Section 3, of the State constitution, reading: "The legislature, by general and 
uniform laws, may provide for the alteration of county boundary lines and for the formation 
of new counties." The matter was brought before the court by a petition for a writ of mandate 
by a man who under the old order had been a resident of Ventura County, but who under the 
new act, if it was valid, became a resident of Los Angeles County. He had applied to the 
registrar of voters of Los Angeles County to be registered, and had been refused, whereupon 
he brought the action to compel the registrar to register him. His right to registration in Los 
Angeles County of course depended upon whether he was a resident of that county, and that 
in turn upon whether the act in question was constitutional. Justice Olney, who wrote the 
opinion, concurred in by the other six justices, held that it was a special act, or a lot of special 
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acts joined together, and that the legislature did not have the power to change a county 
boundary by special act. 

        Since the Act of 1919 had purported to repeal the old sections about all the counties as 
well as to enact the new, the legislature in 1923 passed an act, approved May 16, 
reestablishing the old boundaries (Statutes of 1923, page 326). 

        As has been pointed out, however, neither the Act of 1918 nor consequently this Act of 
1923 changed the boundaries of Merced County. The last change made in them was that 
made in 1887, when San Benito took a small portion of territory from the southwest corner. 

        A chapter in the history of the boundary between Merced and Stanislaus Counties which 
has not been mentioned, was written in the decision in the case of People vs. Henderson, 
decided in 1870. It arose over the question of whether the seven miles down the San Joaquin 
River from the mouth of the Merced should be measured in a straight line or following the 
meanders of the San Joaquin. The county surveyors of both counties had surveyed it, 
together with the resulting line from the point so determined to the northeast corner of 
Merced County, but while the Stanislaus County surveyor took the meanders of the San 
Joaquin, the Merced County surveyor took the straight line. P. Henderson had some land 
between the two lines east of the San Joaquin thus surveyed. He was assessed in both 
counties. He paid his taxes in Stanislaus County, and this action was brought to compel him 
to pay in Merced County. Merced County lost out and the court upheld the seven-mile line 
along the meanders of the San Joaquin. 

        We have now mentioned the various changes which have been made by law in the 
boundaries of Merced County. It remains to notice briefly the surveying of these boundaries 
and their actual location on the ground. Section 22 of the act creating the county provided 
that it should be the duty of the county surveyor of the county, under the instructions and 
direction of the board of supervisors, to survey and mark the lines and boundaries of Merced 
County in accordance with the provisions of the act. There appears to be no record in 
existence of the survey. Taking the eastern boundary, we do find a report made by Mark 
Howell, county surveyor, July 31, 1872, of a survey of this boundary made in May of that year. 
It is clearly apparent from his field notes that there had been a previous survey, for he refers 
many times to mounds. It will be recalled that the Act of 1866 required that the supervisors 
appoint some suitable person to survey this boundary, as well as the one between Merced 
and Stanislaus, and to mark it at each mile and each angle with monuments of a size 
prescribed. Most probably these are the mounds Howell's survey refers to. 

        The Merced-Stanislaus boundary has been the subject of more surveys than any of 
Merced's other boundaries, what with the frequent changes made by law and all. There are 
on file in the county surveyor's office the field notes of a survey of that portion of this line 
between the mouth of the Merced River and the Coast Range made in 1856 by Silas Wilcox, 
county surveyor of Stanislaus County. 

        There are two reports in 1868 on the Merced-Stanislaus line. The first was made May 10, 
and was of a survey made by John W. Bost, assistant county surveyor. Bost and his chief, 
William G. Collier, report on this. It is approved and accepted by the board of supervisors. 
Then on August 4 we find a report by Collier that he met with the county surveyor of 
Stanislaus County April 2, 1868, for the purpose of surveying the line between the two 

 69



counties, and that they were unable to agree on that portion of the line east of the San 
Joaquin. Here we see cropping up the same difference which led to the case of People vs. 
Henderson, already referred to, where the point in dispute was whether the line running 
seven miles down the San Joaquin from the mouth of the Merced should follow the 
meanders of the former or go straight. Collier reports in this report on the survey of the 
portion of the boundary west of the San Joaquin, on which the two surveyors did agree. 

        The county surveyor of Stanislaus at that time was seemingly that same A. G. Stakes 
whose survey is adopted by the legislature in the Act of 1868. The Merced-Stanislaus County 
line was resurveyed in 1913 by A. E. Cowell and E. H. Annear, county surveyors of Merced and 
Stanislaus Counties respectively, under orders from their respective boards of supervisors, in 
order more definitely and plainly to locate and mark the line. 

        In 1873 A. T. Herrmann, county surveyor of Santa Clara County, and George H. Perrin, 
deputy county surveyor of Merced County, made and reported upon a survey of the line 
between these two counties along the summit of the Diablo Range. Their report was filed 
August 5, 1873. The report shows that they were engaged for ten days on the job, and took 
levels to determine the direction the water would run and thus to locate the watershed which 
is the boundary. 

        In 1887 C. D. Martin surveyed and reported upon the line between Merced and San 
Benito following the modifications of that line made by the act of the same year, which we 
have already referred to. His report was filed June 28, 1887. It is interesting to note that he 
had as chainmen Hilend Worden and F. Flourney, and as teamster Joseph Carmichael. 

        The county's southern boundary has not shifted back and forth because of changes in 
the acts concerning it, as has the northern, but it has given its share of trouble. William G. 
Collier surveyed it southwestward from a certain tree in "the lower molt of cottonwood 
timber" mentioned in the act creating Fresno County, in 1866, and eastward from the same 
tree in 1869. Whether we may assume from this that Newton's Crossing had already become 
difficult of location cannot be determined from the reports. The fact that Collier had a certain 
tree in the "molt" to start from would seem to indicate that there must have been earlier 
surveys, as indeed there must, but there seems to be no record of their survival. 

        Collier's field notes, filed August 6, 1866, on the "S. W. Boundary" start his line off as 
follows: "Beginning at a cottonwood tree in front of and twenty-five feet from the old Kelley 
Ranch house, which I marked M. C. & F. C., Var. 16° E." From this he works the line out 
following a southwest course. 

        There is among the Merced County surveyor's records a transcription made on 
typewriter and bound in a cover bearing A. E. Cowell's name, of the old field notes of William 
G. Collier's survey from this same tree up the Chowchilla River and reported by him to the 
board of supervisors February 1, 1869. The notes appear to be incomplete; they begin 
somewhat to the west of the tree, in fact, and we reach it thus, taking the notes from the 
beginning as they now stand: "Thence we ran S. 48 3/4° E. 195.41 ch. to a cottonwood tree 
about 2 feet in diameter standing in about the center of the lowest cottonwood grove on the 
Chowchilla River and directly in front and about twenty feet distant from the mansion house 
of the Kelley ranch; thence S. 57° E. 23.50 chs. up to fork of the river . . ." There is also a report 
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by Collier on this survey. It is interesting to observe in these field notes that Collier reports: 
"From Station 28 J. M. Montomery's house bears S. 52 3/4° E." 

The last course given—the margin of the paper is a little torn away—reads: "N. 77 1/2° E. 7.55 
chs. to Station No. 213, R. W. P. set in center of ro . . . Newton's Crossing of the Chowchilla 
River." The "R. W. P." is of course a red wood post. There was evidently a road there then. 

        But this corner at Newton's Crossing is giving trouble during the last year or two. The 
county surveyors of Madera and Merced County have been working on it, and it isn't worked 
out yet. They find by going back to the nearest monuments they can locate on this line to the 
west, and to the nearest they can locate on the Mariposa line to the north, and then following 
out the last courses of the two lines from these nearest monuments, that they arrive, not at 
one point, but at two.   Coming eastward on the Madera boundary they reach a point 
somewhat to the north and east of the one they reach by coming south on the Mariposa line, 
and both points lie to the southward of the Chowchilla. The matter has been brought to the 
attention of the attorney general, but the difficulties presented are largely of fact rather than 
of law, and a solution remains to be found. 

        The portion of the southern boundary southwestward from the often mentioned 
cottonwood tree has been recently resurveyed. Since the portion of the Merced-Stanislaus 
boundary west of the San Joaquin has been described as starting at the northwest corner at 
the stake set by A. G. Stakes in 1868, every straight line in the county's boundary has been 
determined by a fixed point at each end except this one on the southwest. It is the only line of 
constant bearing in the whole of the county's boundary, striking out from the cottonwood 
tree as it does, not to hit another fixed point, but to hit a line, at its other end. It is the only 
rhumb line, as the surveyors designate it. Some three of four years ago the county surveyors 
of Fresno, Madera, and Merced Counties, under direction of their several boards, got together 
at the old Chowchilla Ranch, took the testimony of Isaac Bird, for many years the 
superintendent of the ranch, and of G. A. Howell, then superintendent, as to the location of 
the corner cottonwood, fixed that point, and set deputy Edgar C. Smith of Fresno County and 
Deputy L. A. Bacheldor of Merced County at the job of resurveying the line southwestward 
from the point so fixed to the San Benito line, and also for a short distance southeastward to 
connect up with the north bank of the Chowchilla, which as far back as Collier's survey of 
1869 could not be traced entirely to the cottonwood clump where the tree had been fixed 
upon. They pursued their labors with some interruptions, surveying the lines out carefully and 
marking them with substantial monuments. In July, 1924, the results of their labors, in the 
shape of a report and map for each of the three counties affected, were filed and approved 
by the respective boards of supervisors of the three counties. 

        One other report with reference to the southern boundary needs to be mentioned. It was 
filed May 8, 1873, by Mark Howell, agent to settle county boundary line between Merced and 
Fresno Counties. The report has a certificate of Henry Descom, clerk of the Fresno County 
board, attached, to the effect that the Fresno board have made an order accepting the 
proposition made by the Merced board to adopt the surveys made in 1866 and 1869 by 
William G. Collier and already referred to, as the surveys of the Merced-Fresno boundary, and 
that they are to pay Merced County $881.22 for copies of the maps and field notes. The 
report was thus certified by the Fresno clerk May 7, 1873, and accepted by the Merced 
County board May 8, 1873. 
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        With reference to the actual organization of Merced County there is very little remaining 
of record. We see in the Act of April 18, 1855, Section 4, that the election to elect county 
officers and choose a county seat is to be held on the second Monday in May. This was the 
14th. The board of commissioners appointed by the act were to meet on the Monday two 
weeks previous to the election, which would be April 30, at the house of James A. Neil & Co. in 
said county. The board, by Section 10, was to meet five days subsequent to the election, 
which would be Saturday, May 19, to canvass the ballots and make a tabular statement of 
the vote cast and prepare and deliver certificates of election to those elected. So far as the 
records now in existence in the county are concerned, the only proof we have that they 
performed these things at the times specified is found in the fact that on June 4, 1855, the 
new board of supervisors of the new county, consisting of G. H. Murray, William J. Barfield, 
and S. L. Kelly, with E. G. Rector, clerk, met and held their first official meeting. It was a special 
session. 

        There is nothing in the minutes of the meeting or of later ones, or in any existing county 
records, telling us directly what place was chosen as the first county seat, or even that a 
place was chosen at the election of May 14, 1855, for the purpose, though we are 
constrained to believe that one was chosen. The place of the earliest meetings, until 
Snelling's Ranch was chosen not long afterwards, was on the ranch of Turner & Osborn, on 
Mariposa Creek, the place which afterwards became the E. T. Givens place, and the exact 
spot is situated to the right of the valley highway and the Central Pacific Railroad as one goes 
south; that is to say, it is down Mariposa Creek from the highway and railroad. The distance 
from the highway and railroad, by the shortest straight line, is approximately a mile and a 
half. 

D. K. Stoddard, of Merced, supplies us with the following statement in writing, signed by J. W. 
Givens and O.K.'ed by E. V. Givens, both sons of Eleazer T. Givens, which Mr. Stoddard and 
others obtained in 1917 on behalf of the local Native Sons lodge, which had named a 
committee to identify and mark the spot: 

        "The court house tree stood in Sec. 23, T. 8 S., R. 14 E., where first county court was held 
1855. 

        "The tree was killed in winter of 1868-69 by an accumulation of sediment or mining 
debris caused by floods, and was cut down and made into stove fuel in 1869. 

        "Land on which tree stood in 1855 was owned by Turner & Osborn—Geo. Turner was 
afterwards Treasurer of Merced County. 

        "Aug. 2, 1917.  (Signed) J. W. Givens. "O. K.—E. V. Givens." 

        Mr. Stoddard informs us that the location of the tree was on an old channel of Mariposa 
Creek, considerably to the south of the present channel. The creek's course has been 
changed, he suggests, by the building of the Santa Fe Railroad. It apparently followed the old 
course when the Central Pacific was built, for the reason that there is a bridge across it large 
enough for the entire creek and much larger than now needed for the little flow in the old 
course. This old course runs out entirely a very short distance below where the tree was 
located, and has been pretty well plowed in and filled up. The portion of the Givens ranch on 
which the tree stood is that marked on the county map of 1919 as belonging to Constance 

 72



Givens, and the old creek channel appears from this map to cross Constance Givens' land in 
the southwest quarter of the northwest quarter of Section 23. 

        Mr. Stoddard informs us that John Ruddle, who until his death on February 1, 1925, was 
the oldest living pioneer of Merced County of 1855 or earlier, and who lived in Merced and 
was ninety-four years of age on October 17, 1924, was present as a young man of twenty-
five when the first court was held. 

        The following are the minutes of the first meeting of the board of supervisors of the 
county, held at this first county seat on June 4, 1855: 

        "Minute Docket Board of Supervisors For the County of Merced, 
        "June 4, A. D. 1855. 

        "At a special meeting of the Bord of Supervisors June the 4th, A. D. 1855, all the members 
being present, G. H. Murry was appointed Chairman of the Bord. 

        "It was then moved and carried that the Bord, in accordance with an Act of the 
legislature of the State of California passed April 20th, A. D. 1855, making it the duty of the 
Bord of Supervisors to township the County and to appoint township officers. 

        "The Bord then proceeded to township the County, viz.: To comprise two townships, viz., 
commencing at the N. E. corner of the County, thence with the boundary line of said county 
and the Mariposa County to a point half way between the Mariposa Creek and Bear Creek, 
thence south at an equal distance from said creeks to the San Joaquin River, thence on a 
strate line to the summit of the Cost Range of Mountains, the boundary line of said county. All 
the teritory laying N. W. of said boundary line to form Township (Number One No. 1), the 
remaining teritory South East to form Township (Number Two No. 2). 

        "It was then moved and caried the Bord proceed to appoint Township officers to fill the 
unexpired of vacancies in said offices. 

        "The Board then proceeded to appoint Wm. Finch and William Wall Justices of the Peace 
for Township Number Two No. 2. and M. Stockard Justice of the Peace for Township Number 
One . . . 

        "It was then ordered by the Bord that notice be given the appointed Justices of the Peace 
to come forward, give bond and qualify as the law directs. 

        "Said notices was then given as per order. 

        "The Board then proceeded in conformity with the aforesaid Act of the Legislature, A. 
Stevenson and George Turner Commissioners on the part of Merced County to meet a similar 
Bord on the part of Mariposa to apportion the debt due the County of Mariposa by the County 
of Merced. 

        "Notices was then sent to the said appointed commissioners. 
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        "The Bord then proceeded to levy the amt. of taxes to be assessed and collected on 
every one hundred dollars of property assessed in this County, viz., Fifty cents for public 
buildings, Sixty cents for State, and Ten cents for school fund, and Three Dollars Poll Tax. 

        "Given under my hand June 4th, A. D. 1855. 
        "Test: E. G. Rector, exofico    G. H. Murry, Charmn. of Brd.  
        Clerk of Bord of Supervisors, M.C.  of Supervisrs, M. C."  

        The minutes of the early meetings in "Book A" appear to have been copied; there is in 
existence a smaller book, from which the above minutes were copied, and we judge that this 
book was the one used until the county seat had been moved to Snelling's Ranch and the 
new court house built there and occupied, in 1857. It is significant that the date of the first 
meeting, as given in "Book A," is June 4, 1857, an evident error for 1855, and the most likely 
year for a person to have made that mistake would of course have been 1857. The small 
book seemingly continued to be used as the book of original entry until later than 1857, for 
some meetings at least, the minutes then being copied into the larger "Book A." 

        The first county seat proved inconvenient in location, being difficult of access. We find 
very early in the minutes that there is an election called to vote on the location of the county 
seat again, and at this election Snelling's Ranch won out and the county seat was moved 
there. Oldtimers sometimes still add the apostrophe and "s" and speak of the second county 
seat and the site of the first court house as Snelling's. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

THE ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR 1857 

  

        It seems difficult to imagine a more uninteresting sort of book than an assessment roll, 
and yet a number of interesting things about the early history of Merced County may be 
gleaned with a considerable degree of certainty from the earliest extant assessment roll of 
the county. An examination of the early county records which remain shows many gaps; they 
are clearly apparent in the ranks of the yearly assessment rolls; it is perhaps a fair estimate to 
say that not more than one for every half dozen years of, say, at least the first three decades, 
survives. Presumably an earlier assessment list, or perhaps two of them, than this one of 
1857, once existed, but apparently they exist no longer. 

        The 1857 list is a small book, written in long hand, apparently by the assessor as he 
carried it about with him from place to place in his work. The arrangement of the names in it, 
which may be described as geographical, according to the residence of the person assessed, 
bears out this conjecture that he did so carry the book about and make the entries on the 
ground. Certainly the arrangement is not alphabetical, and no other system of arrangement 
is so strongly suggested by it as the one mentioned. 

        Pages 1 to 90 are present, then come 107 and 108, and then 117 and 118. These ninety-
four pages of long hand are what is left—these and an index, apparently complete, of a 
dozen pages more. The index permits the names which were on the missing pages to be 
supplied, and shows that the book originally contained 122 pages in all. 

        The total number of persons whose assessments remain in the book is 190, and the total 
number in the index is apparently 277, with perhaps some allowance to be made for double 
indexing of the names of partners. 

        The location of the real estate goes so far to show what parts of the county were settled 
and what were not, that it is deemed worth while to give at least the name and the 
description of the land of every landowner assessed. Such additional portions will be included 
as appear to afford help towards reconstructing in the imagination of the present-day reader 
the times of 1857; and in the main the peculiarities of style in the original will be here 
preserved, especially as regards variant spellings and abbreviations. 

        H. Aldrich is assessed for improvements in the town of Snelling, $500; stock on hand, 
$400; tools, $60; total, $960. Note the absence of the lot on which the improvements were 
located. We shall find that land was unbelievably cheap; $1.25 an acre on the East Side, 50 
cents an acre on the West Side, seem to be the prevailing valuations, except in the case of 
one lawyer who has an acre "on" somebody's farm, assessed for $25. 

        William S. Snelling: Improvements in Snelling, $500; 1 town lot, $40. 

        C. F. Bludworth (first sheriff): 160 acres of land on Bear Creek adjoining Cocanour's 
Ranch, $200. Seventeen hogs, 3 work horses, 17 stock horses, improvements on ranch, 
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county scrip, personal property and two lots, Nos. 7 and 8, Block 2, Range 2, bring the total to 
$2620. 

        Benjamin H. Moore: 4 work horses, $790; 127 acres land, Sec. 36, T. 5 S., R. 13 E., west qr., 
situated on the Merced River, $158.75; improvements on same, $100; personal property, 
$1113 ; total, $2161.75. 

        L. W. Talbott: 1 law library, $100; accounts, $100; 1 desk and table, $10; 1 dog, $4. 

        George Turner: 3 work horses, $300; personal property, $225. 

        Charles S. Peck: 1 work horse, $75; county scrip, $900; dog and trowel, $1. One wonders 
why the invidious distinction between this and Talbott's dog, even without the trowel. 

        Rector & Turner: 320 acres situated on Mariposa Creek bounded as follows: northeast by 
Givens, north by Johnson, south by the plains, west by Ward; of the value of $400; 
improvements, $100; 35 tons hay, $1050; other personal property, $200; total, $1750. 

        George P. Lake: Improvements in town of Snelling consisting of one wagon shop, $500; 
tools and stock on hand and accounts, $600; total, $1100. 

        William Sparks: Improvements in the town of Snelling consisting of two blacksmith 
shops, $1200; stock of iron on hand, $30; accounts standing out, $2000; blacksmith tools, 
$150; total, $3380. 

        Charles Penright: One horse, work, $50, raised to $60. 

        Lash & Clark: 320 acres land situated on the Merced River bottom and bounded as 
follows: north by the plains, south by Hawkes ranch, E. by Bird's claim, west by Post's ranch, 
of the value of $400; improvements on same consisting of one house, $50; total, $450. 

        William Lash: 17 tons hay, $340. 

        Note the land descriptions. Very little surveying had yet been done of subdivisions of 
sections. 

        Henry Stokes: 320 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek and bounded as follows: on 
the east by the claim of W. B. Akin, south by McClelen, west by Givens, and north by the 
plains, $400; 8 work horses, $840; improvements on land, $200; 3 stock horses, $100; 6 head 
of beef cattle, $300; 2 tons hay, $40; 1 pistol six shooter, $25; total, $1545. 

        John Baker: 6 work horses, $360; 50 head of stock cattle, $750; total, $1110. Reduced on 
stock cattle, $150; total, $960. In the minutes of the board of supervisors we find where they 
reduced the valuation on stock cattle, first Spanish, from $15 to $12 a head. 

        Charles A. Starr: 160 acres of land described as follows: being the S. west Qr. Sec. 2, 
Township 5 S., Range 14 E., situated on the Merced River, value $200; farming utensils, $12; 
household and kitchen furniture, $5; poultry, $5; 1 ton hay, $30; 1 bull dog, $5 (without a 
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trowel, too); improvements on land, $5000; money on hand, $5; total, $5262. Less $500; total, 
$4762. This was about a mile and a half above Snelling, on the left of the road. Query: What 
were these valuable improvements? 

        James G. Johnson: 3 work horses, $180, raised from $100; 7 stock horses, $140; 1 
watch, $25; 1 buggy, $20; 1 wagon, $30; total, $405. 

        John Ware: 2997 pounds barley, $90. 

        W. B. Grimshaw: 160 acres land, being South East Qr. of Sec. 3, Township 5, Range 14 
East, situated on the Merced River, value of $200; improvements on same, $300; 2 oxen, 
$100; 1 mule, $75; 4 stock cattle, American, $80; farming utensils, $50; household furniture, 
$200; 1 wagon, $50; total $1055. 1200 bushels barley added by correction of assessor, $840; 
total, $1895. 

        Christ Mugler: 160 acres land, being South East Qr. of Sec. 2, Township 5 South, Range 
14 East, situated on the Merced River, value $200; improvements on same, $1000; 3 work 
horses, $180; 2 stock cattle, American, $50; 1 stock horse, $50; 1 wagon, $50; 750 bushels 
barley, $525; farming utensils, $25; house and kitchen furniture, $50; total, $2130. Reduced 
on improvements, $500; total, $1630. 

        F. B. Myers: 1 work horse, $75; 1 chest carpenter's tools, $50; 600 bushels barley, $420, 4 
tons hay, $80; total, $625. 

        Hempstead & Ivit: 320 acres land, fractions 3 & 4 of the Northeast Qr. of Northwest Qr. of 
Sec. 7 and South East Qr. South West Qr. of Sec. 6, Township 5 South, Range 15 East, etc. 
(other fractions Secs. 12 and 1, same township and range), situated on the Merced River, 
value $400; improvements on same, $1000; (etc., $4235 in all). 

        W. F. Wilson: 1 mustang, $30; money on hand, $50; notes, $42; accounts, $50; total, 
$172. 

        L. P. Wilson: 160 acres, being the northeast of Sec. 7, Township 6 S., Range 15 East, 
situated on the Merced River, $200 (and personal property, several items); total, $1720. 

        John Hyner: 4 stock horses, $150. 

        John W. Mack: 160 acres land, being north half of north west Qr. of Sec. 8, and the south 
half of south west Qr. Sec. 5, Township 5 South Range 15 East, $200; with personal property 
bringing total to $1725. 

        M. P. D. Stone: 2 work horses, $200; money on hand, $600; total, $800. 

        Charles Murray: 160 acres land, $200 (location blank); improvements on same, $12,000 
(probably a bridge or ferry); 9 work horse, $675; 51 stock cattle, American, $1020; 9 head 
sheep, $36; 20 goats, $80; household furniture, $300; goods on hand, $600; 6 hogs, $18; 1 ton 
hay, $35; total, $14,964. Murray is among the first half dozen (of those whose names we 
have) of the county's richest men at this time. (Page 13 of the original.) 
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        William Nelson is assessed for 287 acres land, being north half and fractions 3 & 4 of the 
south west Qr. of Sec. 4, and fraction 1 in Sec. 9 and south west 40 of north east Qr., and 
fractions 1, 2 & 3 of Sec. 8, Township 5 South, Range 15 East, $358.75; improvements on 
same, $4500; 8 oxen and 500 bushels barley, $800; 45 stock cattle, Spanish, $900; 8 hogs, 
$20; 35 goats, $80; 4 stock horses, $120; 1 mule, $50; wagons and farm utensils, $500; 
household furniture, $250; total, $7578. 

        T. W. T. Young: 120 acres land, 40 acres of which lies on the south side of the Merced 
River, being the fraction of the northwest Qr. of Sec. 9, Township 5 South, Range 15 East, also 
80 acres of which lies back of the fraction northwest Qr. of Sec. 9 (etc.), valued at $150; 
improvements on same, $5000; 2 stock cattle, American, $60; 2 work horses, $120; 15 stock 
horses, $300; 25 tons hay, $500; 800 bushels barley, $560; 1 watch, $25; 1 wagon, $25; house 
and kitchen, $100; total, $6865. 

        D. W. Lewis: 1 work horse, $500; 1 medical library and medicine, $150; $650 in all. 

        John Phillips: 80 acres land lying on the Merced River and bounded as follows: north by 
Murray, south by the hills, east by the hills, west by Young, valued at $100; improvements on 
same, $1500; 3 work horses, $150; 5 stock horses, $150; 8 oxen, $400; 4 stock cattle, 
American, $80; house and kitchen furniture, $100; 2 wagons, $150; 1 buggy, $50; 7 tons hay, 
$140; 300 bushels barley, $210; total, $3030. 

        R. B. Hall's assessment offers some evidence that the lawyer was considered legitimate 
prey for the assessor; he has the only land, not a town lot, assessed at over $1.25 an acre in 
the whole county.  It is "1 acre of land situated on the farm of William Nelson on the north 
side of the Merced River and valued at $25." He also has improvements on same, $375; 1 law 
library, $200; house and kitchen furniture, $25; 1 broken watch, $10; 1 horse and mule, $100; 
total. $735. 

        Jacob Ritter: 2 work horses, $150; 1 wagon, $75; money on hand, $50; total, $275. 

        Howard & Brother have 920 acres land situated on Burns Creek and described as 
follows (no description), $1150; improvements on same, $1000; 8 work horses, $460; 71 stock 
horses, $1720; 2 stock cattle, $40; 300 bushels barley, $210; 100 bushels wheat, $100; 1 
miscellaneous library, $50; household and kitchen furniture, $100; 30 hogs, $120; 3 guns, $50; 
total, $5000. Evidently Howard & Brothers, raisers chiefly of horses, were of intellectual and 
sporting tastes. 

        William Murray: 160 acres of land described as follows (no description), $200; 
improvements on same, $100; 2 hogs, $10; household and kitchen furniture, $25; 25 tons hay, 
$500; $835 in all. 

        Nelson Howeth: 160 acres land adjoining Cunningham and bounded as follows: on the 
south by Cunningham, north by the hills, east by the hills, and west by the plains, $200; 
improvements on same, $300; 2 work horses, $130; 1 wagon, $40; accounts, $30; 4 tons hay, 
$80; 200 bushels barley, $140; house and kitchen furniture, $50; total, $970. 

        Cunningham & Brother: 320 acres land situated on Miles Creek bounded as follows: 
north by Howeth's, south by plains, east by the hills, west by the plains, and valued at $400; 
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improvements on same, $800; 2 work horses, $120; 6 stock horses, $150; 35 stock cattle, 
Spanish, $525; 900 bushels barley, $630; 100 bushels wheat, $100; 1 wagon, $100; farming 
utensils, $60; household furniture, $20; 30 tons hay, $600; 1 gun, $10; total, $3515. 

        McDermott & Laughlin: 320 acres land, Township 8, Range 16 East, Section 2, situated 
on Mariposa Creek, valued at $400; improvements on same, $3000; 6 mules, $1000; 17 stock 
horses, $510; 1 jack, $130; 15 stock cattle, Spanish, $225; 150 bushels barley, $105; 1 wagon, 
$100; 2 guns, $40; farming utensils, $5; household and kitchen, $50; money on hand, $500; 9 
hogs, $20; total, $6085. 

        James Johnson: 160 acres land situated on Damerons Creek commencing at the line of 
Mariposa & Merced Counties and running one mile down said creek, valued at $200; 
improvements on same, $500; 5 work horses, $250; 15 stock cattle, $270; 35 tons hay, $700; 
house & kitchen, $25; in all, $1945. 

        William F. Newton: 160 acres land situated on the north side of the Chowchilla and 
valued at $200; improvements on the same, $1200; 3 work horses, $120; 12 head stock 
cattle, American, $240; 15 tons hay, $300; house and kitchen furniture, $200; $2260 in all. 
Evidently the owner of Newton's Crossing, the southeast county corner. 

        I. B. Helms: 36 stock cattle, American, $720; 1 mule, $60; 2 tons hay, $40; 300 bushels 
barley, $210; household and kitchen, $40; total, $1070. 

        Robert H. Gilham: Money at interest, $1000. 

        Stoneroad Kelly & Co.: 320 acres land, being the northwest Qr. Sec. 17, Township 8 
South, Range 16 East, and the South ½ of Southeast Qr. Sec. 18, Township 8 South, Range 16 
East, valued at $400; improvements on same, $300; 14 work horses, $840; 2 stock horses, 
$40; 1052 stock cattle, Spanish, $15,780; 1200 pounds barley, $36; accounts, $39; guns and 
pistols, $50; 1 wagon, $75; 17 stock cattle, American, $340; 5 tons hay, $100; total, $18,000. 
Note the barley, the first instance so far where it is measured by the pound instead of the 
bushel. Note also the discrepancy between this assessment at 3 cents a pound and the 
others at 70 cents a bushel. 

        Arthur Tombs: 32 stock cattle, Spanish, $480; money on hand, $140; 2 work horses, 
$100; 2 stock horses, $50 ; total, $770. 

        E. J. Stearns: 2240 acres land, being Sec. 10, Township 8 South, Range 16 East, Sec. 9, . . . 
17, . . ., and 15, . . . $2240; improvements on same, $500; 7 work horses, $420; 3 stock horses, 
$125; 11 stock cattle, American, $220; 50 stock cattle, Spanish, $660; total $4165. 

        I. F. Bedford: 1 work horse, $60; money on hand, $1100; total, $1160. 

        Allen Helms: 5 work horses, $500; 300 oxen, $1500; 30 stock cattle, American, $740; 
money at interest, $1500; money on hand, $1000; 2 wagons, $150; 300 bushels barley, $210; 
6 hogs, $18; house and kitchen furniture, $100; guns and pistol, $60; total, $5778. 

        Nicholas Turner: 160 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek bounded as follows: north 
by the plains, south by Helms Ranch, east by Kelly & Stoneroad, M. F. Turner, valued at $200; 
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5 work horses, $300; improvements on land, $40; 6 oxen, $300; 45 stock cattle, American, 
$900; 650 bushels barley, $455; 1 wagon, $40; 2 tons hay, $40; household & kitchen furniture, 
$30; money at interest, $1500; total, $4165. 

        Thomas Anderson: 2 work horses, $100; 6 stock cattle, American, $120; 300 bushels 
barley, $210; 2 tons hay, $40; 1 gun and six shooter, $27; household & kitchen furniture, $30; 
$527 in all. 

        Turner & Brother: 320 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek and bounded as follows: 
on the east by Nicholas Turner Ranch, on the south by the plains, on the north by the plains, 
on the west by Dameron's ranch, valued at $400; improvements on same, $400; 5 work 
horses, $500; 3 colts, $40; 6 work oxen, $300; 26 stock cattle, American, $520; 1200 bushels 
barley, $840; notes and accounts, $400; house and kitchen furniture, $30; 1 wagon, $40; total, 
$3470. 

        Henry Helms: 160 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek and bounded as follows: north 
by Nicholas Turner Ranch, south by the plains, east by the plains, west by the ranch of Turner 
& Brother, valued at $200; improvements on same, $500; 3 work horses, $300; 1 colt, $20; 18 
stock cattle, American, $360; 400 bushels barley, $280; notes, $340; 2 hogs, $8; 1 wagon, $50; 
house and kitchen furniture, $50; 2 tons hay, $40; gun and pistol, $50; total, $2198. 

        Nathaniel Grodivan: 2 work horses, $80; 10 mustang colts, $50; notes, $300; 20 tons 
hay, $300; total, $750. We come now to a new handwriting in the book—a fine, possibly 
feminine hand. "Wagon" is spelled by this writer with two "g's," for a time, afterwards with 
one. Note also the hay at $15 a ton instead of $20, possibly indicating that Grodivan, with his 
mustang colts but no land, may have cut some wild hay in the plains. 

        Isaac H. Ward: 160 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek bounded as follows: north by 
Wm. Johnson, south by the plains, east by Turner & Rector, west by the plains, $200; 
improvements, $400; 6 work horses, $300; 38 beef cattle, $950; $1850 in all. 

        Givens & Nelson: 320 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek, east by McClellan, north by 
the plains, south by the plains, west by Turner & Rector Ranch, $400; improvements, $400; 4 
stock horses, $320; 12 stock cattle, $240; 50 stock do., Spanish, $750; 40 tons hay, $800; 21 
hogs, $50; gun and pistol, $55; $2995 total. 

        John C. C. Russell: 3 work horses, $150; 1 mule, $50; 4 work cattle, $200; 66 American 
stock cattle, $1320; 1 waggon, $20; $1740 total. 

        Wm. Johnson: 160 acres land situated on the north slough north side of Mariposa Creek 
bounded as follows: north by the plains, south by Turner & Rector Ranch, west by the plains, 
east by the plains, $200; improvements, $250; 10 work horses, $500; 30 stock do., $600; 75 
stock cattle, American, $1500; 125 stock cattle, Spanish, $1725; 10 beef cattle, $250; notes, 
$150; 2 waggons, $100; house & K. F., $70; 1 watch, $50; 1 pistol, $25; total, $5420. 

        Robert L. McClellan: 160 acres land situated on the south side of Mariposa Creek 
bounded as follows: east by Hazelton, west by the plains, north and west by the plains (this is 
correct), $200; improvements on the same, $100; 6 work horses, $500; 32 beef cattle, 

 80



Spanish, $800; 88 stock do., $1320; 150 bushels, $105; 12 tons hay, $240; 1 waggon, $125; 
gun and pistol, $30; total, $3420. 

        George Cummings: 5 work horses, $300; 5 stock do., $150; 110 do. cattle, $1650; notes, 
$1100; barley, $40; total, $3240. 

        Samuel Lovejoy: 2 mules, $200; 600 bushels barley, $420; gun & pistol, $30; total, $650. 

        James Morse: 160 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek, valued at $200; 1 horse, $50. 

        N. S. Hazleton: 480 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek and undescribed, valued 
$600; improvements, $400; 4 work horses, $270; 20 American stock cattle, $400; 50 Spanish 
do. do., $750; 700 bushels barley, $490; 1 waggon, $30; money on hand, $135; household & K. 
F., $40; total, $3115. 

        Wall & Brothers: 6 work horses, $300; 100 beef cattle, $2500; pistol, $40; money on 
hand, $1200; total, $4040. 

        M. L. Madison: Money on hand, $600. 

        Wm. Wall: 160 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek undescribed, valued $200; 
improvements, $300; 1 mule, $80; 4 stock cattle, $80; 700 bushels barley, $490; money on 
hand, $500; notes, $250; 1 waggon, $25; household & K. F., $10; total, $1935. 

        Edward Hunter: 160 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek and described as follows: N. 
E. Qr. Sec. 15, Town 8 South, Range 15 East, valued $200; 15 stock horses, $300; 2 work do. 
$150; 16 stock cattle, $240; 1 waggon, $125; notes, $600; household & K. F., $100; 1 watch, 
$100; total, $1815. 

        Rogers & Harold: 320 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek, being the North E. Qr. and 
S. W. of Sec. 15, Township 8 South, Range 15 East, valued $400; improvements on same, 
$500; 6 work horses, $400; 3 colts, $80; 6 work oxen, $300; 164 American stock cattle, $3300; 
1000 bushels barley, $700; 20 tons hay, $400; 2 waggons, $150; 1 gun & pistol, $40; house & 
K. F., $75; 8 hogs, $40; total, $6385; threshing machine, $250; total, $6635. 

        Wilcox & Cormack: 320 acres land, being in the north east Qr. and South East of Section 
10, Township 8 South, Range 15 East, valued at $00; improvements, $300. 

        Wilcox & Graham: 4 work horses, $240; 9 work oxen, $450; 20 Spanish stock cattle, 
$300; 2000 bushels barley, $1400; 1 waggon, $100; notes, $150; 3 tons hay, $60; 1 gun, $15; 
household & kitchen, $10; total, $2750. 

        David Swann: 160 acres land, being (in) Section 9, Township 8 South, Range 15 East, 
valued at $200; improvements . . . , $300; 6 work horses, $300; 2 colts, $12; 60 Spanish stock 
cattle, $900; 1 waggon & harness, $50; 200 bushels barley, $140; household & kitchen 
furniture, $10; 1 ton hay, $20; total, $1932. 

        John Julin: Money and accounts, $155; 1 horse, $70; total, $255. 
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        C. C. Overton: 160 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek and undescribable, valued at 
$200; improvements . . . , $400; 6 work horses, $750; 3 colts, $100; 6 work cattle, $300; 22 
American stock cattle, $440; 50 hogs, $150; 300 bushels barley, $210; 1 waggon, $100; 3 
guns, $20; H. & K. Furniture, $100; poultry, $10; total, $2780. Note the poultry and the high-
class horses and colts. 

        Robt. L. Green: 4 stock cattle, $80. 

        Bullard & Jopling: 320 acres land situated on Miles Creek and undescribed, valued at 
$400; 400 bushels barley, $280; improvements, $100; total, $780. 

        Wm. M. Jopling: Notes, $360. 

        G. T. Bullard: 3 work horses, $150; 2 work cattle, $100; accounts, $40; total, $290. 

        J. M. DeSpain: 320 acres land situated on Miles Creek and undescribed, valued at $400; 1 
note, $50; 200 bushels barley, $140; 1 waggon, $40; improvements, $50; total, $680. 

        Dyer & Hadley: 160 acres land situated on Owens Creek undescribed, valued at $200; 
improvements . . . , $250; 6 work horses, $600; 1 waggon, $100; 100 bushels barley, $70; 160 
hogs, $480; 5 tons hay, $100; money on hand, $120; accounts, $25; household & K. Furniture, 
$82; total, $2027. 

        Jones & Walker: 320 acres land situated on Owens Creek and undescribed, valued at 
$400; improvements . . . , $150; 2 work horses, $100; 2 work oxen, $100; 1 waggon, $40; 700 
bushels barley, $490; money on hand, $40; household & K furniture, $10; total, $1330. 

        Wm. Freeman: 1 work horse, $50; 4 work oxen, $200; 1 waggon, $40; 10 tons hay, $200; 
1 note, $600; total, $1090. 

        E. R. Hunt: 160 acres land situated on Owens Creek and undescribed, valued at $200; 1 
mule, $50; 900 bushels barley, $630; total, $880. 

        Thomas Hopkins: 1 horse, $7S. 

        Boling & Brothers: 320 acres land situated on Miles Creek and undescribed, valued at 
$400; improvements on same, $600; 500 bushels barley, $350; 10 tons hay, $200; household 
& kitchen furniture, $10; total, $1560. 

        Carpenter & McKiney: 320 acres land situated on Miles Creek and undescribed, valued 
at $400; improvements . . . , $300; 6 oxen, $300; 20 stock cattle, $300; 15 beef cattle, $600; 
money on hand, $1000; notes, $600; household & K. furniture, $50; 3 tons hay, $60; 1 pistol, 
$30; 7 work horses, $350; total, $3990; 600 bushels barley, $420; total, $4410. 

        Alfred Wilson: 160 acres land, being the Southwest Qr. of Sec. 17, Township 7 south, 
range 16 east, situated on Miles Creek, valued at $200; improvements, $400; 4 work horses, 
$240; 3 colts, $35; 600 bushels barley, $420; 1 wagon (the handwriting is still the same, but 
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the spelling is reformed), $50; money on hand, $100; 2 guns, $10; house hold & K. Furniture, 
$20; an unspecified item, $160; total, $1635. 

        F. C. Hathaway: 240 acres land situated on Miles Creek (in) Section 17, Township 7 South, 
range 16 east, valued at $300; improvements, $600; 3 work horses, $150; 4 colts, $50; 5 work 
oxen, $250; 20 American stock cattle, $400; 1000 bushels barley, $700; 1 wagon, $50; 10 tons 
hay, $200; 5 hogs, $15; house hold & K. furniture, $50; total, $2765. 

        David Arnott: 160 acres land situated on Bear Creek bounded as follows: north by the 
plains, south by the plains, east by Miller, west by Mudgets ranch, valued at $200; 
improvements . . . , $300; 6 work horses, $360; 7 stock do., $210; 2 work oxen, $100; 6 beef 
cattle, Spanish, $180; stock do., $960; money on hand, $100; 1 wagon, $100; 12 tons hay, 
$240; 800 bushels barley, $560; total, $3310. 

        H. T. Miller: 160 acres land situated on Bear Creek bounded as follows: the claim of 
Arnott's on the north & south, northeast by Hammond & Cantor & west by Arnott's, valued at 
$200; improvements, $50; 3 work horses, $180; 2 stock cattle, $30; 7 tons hay, $140; 300 
bushels barley, $210; total, $810. 

        Mudgett & Bro.:  320 acres land situated on Bear Creek and bounded as follows: north by 
the plains, south by the plains, east by Arnott's, and west by Reid's Ranch, and valued at 
$400; improvements, $400; 40 stock horses, $900; 400 bushels barley, $280; 25 tons hay, 
$500; guns and pistol, $40; household and K. furniture, $30; 1 wagon, $100; total, $2650. 

        A. C. Robinson: 1 horse, $70; gun and pistol, $19; total, $89. 

        S. B. Read & Bro.: 160 acres land situated on Bear Creek and bounded as follows: East by 
Mudget's, west by Rop & Hale, south & west by the plains, valued at $200; improvements on 
same, $600; 2 work horses, $120; 3 colts, $50; 9 work oxen, $450; 15 stock cattle, $225; 100 
bushels barley, $70; 30 bushels wheat, $30; 1 wagon, $100; 10 tons hay, $200; gun & pistol, 
$20; household & K. furniture, $50; total, $2115. 

        Given & Son: 480 acres land situated on Bear Creek and undescribed, valued at $600; 
improvements on same, $500; 50 American stock cattle, $1000; 300 Spanish do., $4500; 5 
work horses, $300; 4 colts, $160; 5 tons hay, $100; 1 six shooter, $20; 1 wagon, $40; 25 hogs, 
$75; household & K. furniture, $30; total, $7345. 

        Ross & Hale: 320 acres land, being the N. E. Qr. & S. E. Qr. of Sec. 11, Township 7 South, 
Range 15 East, valued at $400; improvements on same, $1000; 5 work horses, $300; 1 stock 
do., $30; hogs, $300; 1 wagon, $150; 500 bushels barley, $350; 5 tons hay, $100; 200 bushels 
wheat, $200; household & kitchen furniture, $20; 1 miscellaneous library, $30; total, $2880. 

        Thos. J. Price: 160 acres land situated on Burns Creek and undescribed, valued at $200; 
improvements on same, $500; 5 work horses, $375; 6 colts, $120; 4 work oxen, $200; 150 
American stock cattle, $3000; 200 bushels barley, $140; 1 ½ ton hay, $30; money on hand, 
$1000; H. & K. furniture, $250; 1 gun & pistol, $15; total, $5830. 

        A. J. Gregory: 160 acres land, being S. W. Qr. of Sec. 18 S., Range 14 East, valued at $200; 
improvements on same $300; 2 American stock cattle, $40; 3 stock horses, $100; total, $640. 
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        James Karnes: 160 acres land situated on Burns Creek and undescribed, valued at $200; 
improvements on same, $300; 7 work horses, $420; 9 colts, $150; 9 work cattle, $450; 20 
American stock cattle, $400; 25 Spanish do., $375; 5 beef cattle, $200; 20 tons hay, $400; 250 
bushels barley, $175; 1 wagon, $50; 1 note, $70; H. & K. F. & pistol, $60; total, $3150. 

        John Slinkard: 1 horse, $75; 3 beef cattle, $150; 9 stock do., $180; money & notes, $495; 
total, $900. 

        W. W. C. Edwards: 2 horses, $120; notes, $1400; total, $1520. 

        M. W. Graham: 320 acres land bounded north by River Merced, east by Foreman, south 
by the hills, west by Wheat & Jenkins, $400; improvements on same, $500; 2 work horses, 
$200; 20 stock do., $500; 75 Spanish stock cattle, $1125; 4 tons hay, $80; 1 waggon, $150; 
accounts, $25; household & kitchen furniture, $20; total, $3000. 

        R. B. Graham: 1 horse, $40; 4 tons hay, $80; 1000 bushels barley, $700; total, $820. 

        C. J. Prescott: 1 lot situated in the town of Snelling and bounded as follows (no 
description given), $40; 1 horse & lumber, $130; accounts $200; 1 gun & pistol, $30; total, 
$400. 

        Louis Bundy: 190 acres land bounded north by the hills, east by Hempstead, south river, 
west Muggier, $237; 1000 bushels barley, $700; 800 bushels do., $560; improvements, $1200; 
8 work horses, $600; 2 tons hay, $40; 2 wagons, $50; threshing machine, $400; house hold & 
K. furniture, $5; 1 gun, $10; 1 reaper, $100; total, $3902. Reduced two hundred bushels barley 
at seventy cents, $140; total, $3762. Note: The entry about the reduction appears to be in the 
handwriting of E. G. Rector, the first county clerk, indicating that the supervisors made the 
reduction. 

        Andrew Forney: Money & notes, $1200. 

        James Perrin: 10 work oxen, $500; 1 wagon, $75; money on hand, $30; notes, $930; 
accounts, $150; 1 horse, $30; total, $1715. 

        Erastus Kelsey: 150 acres land S. of N. W. Qr. of Sec. and fractions 5 & 6 of S. 1/2 of N. W. 
Qr. of Sec. 8, Town 5 South, Range 15 East, valued at $193; improvements on same, $400; 3 
work horses, $180; 9 stock cattle, $180; 1000 bushels barley, $700; 18 tons hay, $360; 1 
reaper, $50; 1 wagon, $10; 1 note, $50; farming utensils, $10; house hold & K. furniture, $20; 
total, $2153. 

        Kellott & Karrens: 1 house & lot, $400; stock & tools on hand, $350; total, $750. 

        N. D. Phelps: 1 work horse, $65; 1000 bushels barley, $700; 1 note, $140; 1 pistol, $25; 
total, $930; 1000 bushels barley, $700; 200 bushels wheat, $200; 8 tons hay, $160; total, 
$1990. 
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        James Kibbe: 160 acres land bounded on the east by Chas. Murry, south by W. Nelson, 
west by L. P. Willson & north by the low hills, valued at $200; improvements on the same, 
$300; 5 stock horses, $200; 40 bushels barley, $28; house hold & K. furniture, $25; total, $753. 

        John H. Foreman: 160 acres land bounded north by the river, east by Shirley, south by 
Graham, west by Graham, $200; improvements on same, $400; 4 work horses, $240; 5 
American stock cattle, $100; 2 tons hay, $40; 1 wagon, $200; 4 hogs, $10; farming utensils, 
$20; house hold & K. furniture, $50; total, $1260. 

        D. C. McCroskey: 1 work horse, $95; medicine, $130; accounts, $40; total, $265. 

        F. E. Quivis: 300 acres land, being the Northwest Qr. of Sec. 9 and the southwest Qr. of 
Sec. 4, Township 5 South, Range 14 East, $375; improvements, $800; 3 work horses, $230; 2 
colts, $80; 1 wagon, $60; 800 bushels barley, $560; 5 American stock cattle, $100; house & 
kitchen furniture, $50; total, $2255. 

        E. G. Rector: 3 lots Nos. 1, 2, & 3, Block 3, Range 3 North of the base line situated in the 
town of Snelling, $85; improvements, $300; goods on hand, $250; lumber, $350; accounts, 
$712; 1 horse, $150 ; total, $1847. 

        O. G. Poultney: County scrip, $3338; notes, $469; accounts, $30; total, $3837. 

        E. E. Bragg: 1 horse, $100; 1 chest tools, $60; total, $160. 

        G. W. Holstead: 160 acres land, being the west ½ of the north east Qr. and the northeast 
Qr. of northwest Qr. and Southwest Qr. of northeast Qr. of northwest Qr. of Sec. 8, Township 5 
south, range 14 east, $200; improvements, $600; 2 work horses, $200; 6 stock horses, $180; 
400 bushels barley, $280; 2 tons hay, $40; 7 stock cattle, American, $140; 1 note, $100; house 
& kitchen furniture, $50; total, $1790. 

        John H. Webster: 3 work horses, $300; 2500 bushels barley, $1750; 2 tons hay, $40; 
notes, $500; 1 wagon, $10; money on hand, $600; total, $3200. 

        S. L. Bayless: 1 horse, $50; 250 bushels barley, $175; total, $225. 

        Larkin Belson: Notes, $625; 400 bushels barley, $280; total, $905. 

        Sarah J. Smith: 143 acres land, being a fraction of Sec. 21, Township 5 South, Range 12 
East, $178; improvements, $100; total, $278. 

        Samuel Scott: 320 acres land situated on Merced River and undescribed, $400; 
improvements, $1000; 11 work horses, $950; 12 stock horses, $240; 20 stock cattle, 
American, $400; 570 do. do., Spanish, $8550; 6 work oxen, $300; 30 beef cattle, $900; notes, 
$550; 3 wagons & 1 carriage, $220; 10 tons hay, $200; firearms, $10; house & kitchen, $20; 
farming utensils, $20; total, $13,760. 

        Thomas Hardaway: 250 bushels barley, $175. 
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        William Prothero: 1 horse, $30. 

        A. B. Thornton: 160 acres land bounded north by Scott, east by Scott, south by the river, 
west by Gregory, $200; improvements, $400; 4 work horses, $240; 400 bushels barley, $280; 6 
tons hay, $120; 1 note, $20; farming utensils, $25; 1 wagon, $80; total, $1365. 

        W. W. Jackson: 70 acres land, being a fraction of the northwest Qr. of Sec. 19, Township 
5 South, Range 14 East, $87; 2 work horses, $120; 400 bushels barley, $280; 1 wagon, $40; 1 
ton hay, $20; 100 bushels wheat, $100; total, $647. 

        Pleasant Henderson: 320 acres land bounded as follows: north by public lands, south by 
Barfield & Ross, east by Ross, west by Thompson, $400; improvements, $300; 5 work horses, 
$200; 18 stock cattle, American, $360; 800 bushels barley, $560; 125 do. wheat, $125; 1 
wagon, $50; firearms, $10; 6 tons hay, $120; house and kitchen furniture, $50; total, $2175. 

        Charles W. Smith: 303 acres land, being fraction of Sec. 21, Township 5 south, range 15 
east, $378; improvements, $400; 4 mules, $240; 9 stock horses, $180; 12 stock cattle, 
American, $240; 14 hogs, $42; 1 wagon, $50; 1000 bushels barley, $700; 6 tons hay, $120; H. 
& Kitchen furniture, $50; farming utensils, $25; total, $2425. 

        Thomas Eagleson & Mother: 320 acres land, being the southwest Qr. of Section 15 and 
the northeast Qr. of Section 16, Township 5 south, range 13 East, $400; improvements, $1200; 
6 work horses, $450; 3 stock do., $60; 8 stock cattle, American, $160; 1000 bushels barley, 
$700; money on hand, $100; notes and accounts, $100; goods on hand, $1500; 1 wagon, 
$100; 15 hogs, $50; 1 reaper, $50; 1 buggy, $75; house & kitchen furniture, $50 ; total, $4975. 
One thousand dollars of the above property is exempt from taxation on account of the 
widow. 

        Erastus Eagleson: 1 gold watch, $125. 

        E. E. Hewitt: 1 lot in the town of Snelling, being No. 4, Block 3, Range 3 north of the base 
line, $25; improvements, $800; 1 work horse, $75; 1 buggy, $100; money on hand, $200; 
goods on hand, $500; house & kitchen furniture, $100; total, $1800. 

        Samuel H. P. Ross: 450 acres land, being the northeast Qr. of Sec. 23 and the southeast 
Qr. of Sec. 22, and a fraction of the northeast Qr. of Sec. 26, Township 5 South, Range 13 East, 
$568; improvements, $700; 6 horses, $300; 7 stock cattle, American, $140; 1 wagon, $75; 
1000 bushels barley, $700; 6 tons hay, $120; notes and accounts, $150; house & kitchen, $25; 
total, $2778. 

        T. C. Dean: 250 acres land, being the southwest Qr. of Sec. 22 and the northwest Qr. of 
Sec. 17, Township 5 south, range 13 east, $312; improvements, $500; 5 horses & mules, $400; 
7 stock cattle, American, $140; 350 bushels barley, $245; 1 note, $46; 25 hogs, $75; farming 
utensils, $20; total, $1863. 

        William B. Thompson: 160 acres land, being the northwest Qr. of Sec. 22, Township 5 
South, Range 13 East, $200; improvements, $250; 2 work horses, $150; 4 stock horses, $100; 
6 stock cattle, American, $120; 350 bushels barley, $245; 1 wagon, $50; house & kitchen 
furniture, $50; total $940. 
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        William D. Haralson: 2 mules, $200; 400 bushels wheat, $400; 1 wagon, $125; 2 tons 
hay, $40; farming utensils, $15; total, $780.  

        Berry Roberts: 1 colt, $15; 1 wagon, $125; total, $140. 

        E. I. Thomas: 2 mules, $170. 

        William Dunn: 1 mule, $65; 1 note, $300; total, $365. 

        D. C. Clary: 145 acres land bounded as follows: north by the Merced River, east by Dunn, 
south by public land, west by Griffith, $180; improvements, $400; 3 work horses, $200; 1 colt, 
$15; notes, $56; accounts, $375; total, $1226. 

        Samuel M. Brown: 160 acres land, being the northeast Qr. of Sec. 27, Township 5 South, 
Range 13 East, $200; improvements, $200; 4 mules, $400; 600 bushels barley, $420; 100 
bushels oats, $100; 100 do. wheat, $100; 7 stock cattle, $140; 8 hogs, $24; farming utensils, 
$12; house & kitchen furniture, $5; total, $1601; 8 tons hay, $160; total, $1761. Note that this 
is the first reference to oats. 

        H. P. Bales: 1 horse, $35. 

        Samuel R. Gwin: 640 acres land, being a part of Sections 28 & 29, Township 5 south, 
range 13 east, $800; improvements, $800; 440 bushels barley, $308; 800 bushels wheat, 
$800; 400 do. oats, $400; 5 wagons, $350; 12 work horses, $1200; 8 stock cattle, American, 
$160; 40 tons hay, $800; 1 reaper, $200; farming utensils, $50; house & kitchen furniture, $50; 
total, $5918. 

        Ashley Roberts: 6 work horses, $400; 1 wagon, $100; total, $500. 

        Lewis Snook: 800 bushels barley, $560. (Then in E. G. Rector's handwriting) Reduced 200 
bushels, being 600 bushels, $420. 

        N. D. McCoy: 1 work horse, $100; 800 bushels barley, $560; farming utensils, $14; total, 
$674. 

        Spencer Cursell: 160 acres land bounded as follows: north by Gwin & Curtiss, east by 
Gwin, south by Haralson & Stephens, west by Reynolds, $200; improvement, $300; 4 mules, 
$400; notes & accounts, $450; money on hand, $100; 2 wagons, $150; 3 tons hay, $60; 
farming utensils, $25; house & kitchen furniture, $20; total, $1705. 

        A. Bunch: 140 acres land bounded as follows: north by the plains, east by Reynolds, 
south by Neill, west by Judd, $175; improvement, $150; 2 mules, $160; 1 wagon, $80; 18 stock 
cattle, American, $320; 275 bushels barley, $190; 2 tons hay, $40; farming utensils, $15; 
house & kitchen furniture, $20; total, $1150. 

        David Slinkard: 2 stock horses, $125; accounts, $100; total, $225. 

        William Ingram: 2 horses, $100. 
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        R. R. Reynold: 160 acres land, being the southeast Q. of Sec. 30, Township 5 south, range 
15 east, $200; improvement, $500; work horses, $450; 2 colts, $50; 18 stock cattle, American, 
$360; 7 do. do., Spanish, $105; 2 wagons, $175; 800 bushels barley, $560; house & kitchen 
furniture, $50; total, $2450. 

        Samuel H. Curtiss: 320 acres land, being the southeast Qr. of Sec. 31 and southeast Qr. 
of Sec. 32, Township 5 south, range 15 east, $400; improvement, $300; 6 work horses, $450; 
34 stock cattle, American, $680; 800 bushels barley, $560; 100 bushels wheat, $100; 1 wagon, 
$100; 2 tons hay, $40; house & kitchen furniture, $30; total, $2660. 

        Ingalsbe & Brother: 640 acres land, being southeast & southwest Qr. of Sec. 16 and the 
northeast Qr. of Sec. 20 and a fraction of Sec. 17, Township 5 South, Range 13 east, $800; 
improvement, $1000; 2 horses, $100; 21 stock horses, $420; 6 tons hay, $120; 2400 bushels 
barley, $1680; notes and accounts, $1000; house & kitchen furniture, $30; total, $5430. 

        William B. Akin: 2 mules, $200; 200 bushels barley, $140; 250 do. wheat, $250; 60 do. 
oats, $60; farming utensils, $15; total, $665. L. F. Hopwood: 1 horse, $20. 

        Chico Degoria: 4 work horses, $200; 10 stock horses, $120; 5 jack asses, $100; total, 
$420. 

        George B. Foster: 1 mule, $75; money on hand, $60; total, $135. 

        Joshua Griffith: 172 acres land, being fraction 6 of Sec. 29 and fraction 8 of Sec. 30 and 
fractions 1 & 2 of Sec. 32 and the northeast Qr. of 31, Township 5 south, range 13 east, $215; 
improvement, $1000; 12 mules & horses, $720; 17 stock horses, $340; 80 do. cattle, Spanish, 
$1200; 160 bushels wheat, $160; 160 bushels barley, $112; 2 wagons, $100; farming utensils, 
$20; house & kitchen furniture, $50; total, $3927. 

        John B. Hale: 160 acres land bounded as follows: north by Merced River, south by plains, 
east by Chandler, west by Dunn, $200; improvement, $200; 2 work horses, $120; 225 bushels 
barley, $157; 200 do. wheat, 200; 2 wagons, $150; house & kitchen furniture, $30; total, 
$1057. 

        William Cozine: merchandize, $150. 

        I. T. J. Cain: 3 work horses, $240; 1 note, $80; money on hand, $80; 1 gold watch, $100; 
total, $500. 

        John Laughlin: 160 acres land, being fractions of the northwest Qr. of Sec. and 
southeast Qr. of Sec. 35, $200; improvement, $200; 4 mules, $400; 1 horse, $40; 300 bushels 
barley, $210; 100 do. wheat, $100; 1 wagon, $75; farming utensils, $20; H. & Kitchen 
Furniture, $10; total, $1255; 8 stock cattle, $160; total, $1405. 

        Bird Strickland: 320 acres land, being the southwest Qr. of Sec. 7 and the northwest. Qr. 
of Sec. 18, Township 5 south, range 14 east, $400; improvement, $500; 4 work horses, $240; 1 
colt, $40; 1000 bushels barley, $700; 170 do. wheat, $170; 1 wagon, $40; house & kitchen 
furniture, $10; 5 stock cattle, American, $100; total, $2200. 
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        Wheat & Jenkins: 588 acres land bounded as follows; north by Merced River, east by 
Graham, south by the plains, west by Ostrander, $735; improvement, $900; 9 work horses, 
$720; 4000 bushels barley, $2800; 1 threshing machine, $660; 1 reaper, $100; 2 wagons, 
$200; farming utensils, $40; 4 tons hay, $80; house & kitchen, $100: total, $6495. 

        Thomas Hockerby: 160 acres land situated on Dry Creek adjoining I. N. Ward's Ranch, 
unsurveyed, $200; improvement, $600; 600 bushels barley, $420; 40 do. wheat, $40; farming 
utensils, $25; house & kitchen furniture, $15; fire arms, $10; 2 tons hay, $40; total, $1350. 

        James Thorp: 100 acres land situated on Dry Creek adjoining Hockerby and unsurveyed, 
$125. 

        John McFarlane: 160 acres land situated on Dry Creek and unsurveyed, $200; 
improvement, $700; 5 work horses, $800; 11 stock cattle, American, $220; 100 bushels barley, 
$700; 20 do. wheat, $20; 30 tons hay, $600; farming utensils, $30; H. & kitchen furniture, $100; 
total, $3370. 

        Hildreth & Dunphey: Improvement, $140; 300 stock cattle, American, $6000; 1000 do. 
do., Spanish, $15,000; 50 horses, $2500; 25 stock horses, $500; total $24,150. 

        W. B. Taylor: 160 acres land situated on Dry Creek and unsurveyed, $200; improvement, 
$400; 3 work horses, $275; 4 stock cattle, American, $80; 330 bushels barley, $231; 70 do. 
wheat, $70; 5 tons hay, $100; 1 wagon, $50; farming utensils, $20; house & kitchen furniture, 
$50; fire arms, $20; total, $1496. 

        B. F. Howell: 120 acres land situated on Dry Creek and unsurveyed, $150; improvement, 
$700; 2 miles, $300; 2 stock horses, $50; 800 bushels barley, $560; 20 do. wheat, $20; 1 
wagon, $20; 12 tons hay, $240; farming utensils, $6; H. & Kitchen furniture, $60; total, $2206. 

        Enoch Moore: 100 acres land situated on Dry Creek and unsurveyed, $125; 
improvement, $1500; 6 work horses, $360; 3 stock horses, $100; 12 work & beef cattle, $560; 
90 stock cattle, Spanish, $1350; 6 do. do., American, $120; 700 bushels barley, $490; 25 do. 
wheat, $25; accounts & firearms, $140; 5 tons hay, $100; 2 wagons, $350; 1 carriage, $50; 
farming utensils, $30; house & kitchen furniture, $100; total, $5400; 1 miscellaneous library, 
$20; total, $5420. 

        Ramsaur & Co.: 600 acres land situated on Dry Creek and unsurveyed, $750; 
improvement, $700; 1 horse, $40; 8 work oxen, $400; 12 stock cattle, American, $240; 1200 
bushels barley, $840; 25 tons hay, $500; 1 wagon, $50; farming utensils, $60; house & kitchen, 
$40; total, $3620. 

        Alfred Burton: 160 acres land situated on Dry Creek and unsurveyed, $200; 
improvement, $700; 1 mule, $150; 6 stock cattle, American, $120; 400 bushels barley, $280; 2 
tons hay, $40; farming utensils, $15; house & kitchen furniture, $30; total $1535. 

        Truman Vaughn: 160 acres land situated on Mariposa Creek under fence and known as 
Vaughn's Ranch, $200; improvement, $50; 2 mules, $140; 2 stock horses, $60; 200 bushels 
barley, $140; total, $590. 
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        Frank Binkley: 160 acres land bounded as follows: north by the plains, east by Willcox, 
south by Rodgers & Harald, west by Wall, $200; improvement, $500; 3 stock horses, $120; 6 
work oxen, $300; 15 stock cattle, American, $300; 800 bushels barley, $560; H. & Kitchen 
furniture, $75; fire arms, $20; total $2075. 

        Madison Marler: Notes & accounts, $260. 

        B. Delashmutt: 160 acres land, being the north west Qr. of Sec. 24, Township 5 South, 
Range 15 East, $200; improvement, $300; 4 work horses, $240; 6 stock horses, $120; 600 
bushels barley, $420; 50 do. wheat, $50; fire arms, $20; farming utensils, $10; house & kitchen 
furniture, $20; total, $1380. 

        Richard Johnson: 600 bushels barley, $420; 1 six shooter, $20; 50 bushels wheat, $50; 1 
note, $10; 2 tons hay, $40; total, $540. 

        David Daugherty: 60 acres land under the enclosure of John Hawke, $75; 1 horse, $50; 4 
tons hay, $80; total, $205. 

        Hamlin & Lyons: 120 acres land, being the west ½ of southwest Qr. of Sec. 16 and east 
½ of Sec. 17, Township 5 south, range 14 east, $150 (this is the way the description is given 
though obviously a mistake; probably we may assume that the land was in the sections 
named); 6 work horses, $360; improvement, $500;  

bushels barley, $175; 400 do. wheat, $400; 1 wagon, $100; 1 grist mill, $2000: total, $3685. 

        John Hawke: 160 acres land bounded as follows: north by Bird Negro, east by Jackson, 
south by the river, west by Delashmutt, $200; 8 work horses, $800; 800 bushels barley, $560; 
1 wagon, $100; money on hand, $100; notes, $130; farming utensils, $10; 1 six shooter, $25; 
total, $2325. 

        John F. Shirley: 160 acres land, being the northwest Qr. of Sec. 12, Township 5 south, 
range 14 east, $200; improvement, $300; 4 mules, $400; 1500 bushels barley, $1050; 1 
wagon, $50; 8 stock cattle, Spanish, $120; 1 note, $300; farming utensils, $30; house & 
kitchen furniture, $10; total, $2460. 

        L. B. Harbour: 100, being fractions of Sec. 12, $125 (this is certainly sketchy); 
improvement, $400; 5 horses & mules, $400; 700 bushels barley, $490; 50 do. wheat, $50; 1 
wagon, $70; farming utensils, $10; house & kitchen furniture, $20; total, $1565. 

        Phillip Ropp: 1 mustang, $25. 

        Thomas W. Whitney: 2 colts, $50; 1 wagon, $25; accounts, $500; 1 six shooter, $20; 
house & kitchen furniture, $5; total, $400. 

        Nelson Boulton: 2 stock horses, $50; accounts, $300; total, $350. 
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        Arch Pruitt: 120 acres land, being fraction of the south east Qr. of Sec. 30, township 5 
south, range 13 east, $150; 4 work horses, $200; 68 beef cattle, $1300; 6 stock horses, $120; 
1 six shooter, $20; total $1790. 

        Brent & Crittenden: 4444 acres land, being one undivided league of the tract known as 
La Panoche Grande y Los Carilitos, valued at fifty cents per acre, $2222. 

        Antonia Montoya: 160 acres land, $200; improvement on same, $200; 7 horses, $280; 4 
work oxen, $200; 32 Spanish stock cattle, $480; 250 bushels barley, $175; total, $1535. 

        Juan Portia: 3 work horses, $120; 125 bushels barley, $88; total, $208. 

        G. Warcia: 125 bushels barley, $88. 

        Alonzo Dean: 20 acres land bounded on the north by the Merced River, south by the hills, 
east by Montoya, west by the river, $25; 3 work horses, $150; improvement, $50; farming 
utensils, $20; 1 six shooter, $15 ; total, $260. 

        R. Leon: 1 horse, $50. 

        Cyrus Lopez : 2 horses, $80; 2 work oxen, $100; 100 bushels wheat, $100; 60 bushels 
barley, $42; total, $322. One wonders if the assessor didn't get Lopez' first name wrong; it 
seems a queer combination, this of Cyrus with Lopez. 

        Lewis Espenosa: 1 jack ass, $30; 40 bushels wheat, $40; 50 bushels barley, 35; total, 
$105. 

        Conceseon Eukis: 2 work horses, $80. 

        Lewisiana Bogore: 10 horses, $300; 2 jack asses, $60; 30 bushels barley, $21; total, $381. 

        The three names just preceding afford further evidence that the Spanish was too much 
for the assessor, just as the place names which we have retained from the language in 
California often prove too much for visitors from the East. 

        Alex. Forbes: 17,776 acres land, this track of land known as La Panoche Grande y 
Carisalitos, $8888. This and the Brent & Crittenden assessment, totaling between them 
22,220 acres, obviously constitute the present Arburua Ranch on the West Side, called 
Rancho Panoche de San Juan y Los Carrisalitos, and having an area, according to the county 
map of 1919, of 22,175.34 acres. 

        Juan Frana: 1 horse, $30. 

        Farrens & Hickman: 275 acres land bounded on the north by the Merced River, west by 
Mr. Cox's ranch, south by the plains, & east by Richardson's Ranch, valued at $343; 
improvements on same, $800; 12 horses & mules, $900; 1250 bushels barley, $875; 10 stock 
horses, $200; solvent debts, $500; 1 wagon, $200; house hold & K. furniture, $50; 2 six 
shooters, $30; total, $3898. 
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        Stephens & Haraldson: 105 acres land situated on the Merced River and bounded as 
follows: (no description), valued at $150; 26 tons hay, $390; 130 bushels wheat, $130; total, 
$650. 

        F. B. Brown: 1 mule, $100; 1 colt, $20; total, $120. 

        Wm. Porter: 12 oxen, $600; 1 wagon, $300; 1 horse, $50; 1 note, $300; 1 six shooter, $20; 
total, $1270. 

        Moses Dameron: 320 acres land on Mariposa Creek bounded north by public land, east 
by M. F. Turner, south by Fitzhugh, west by public land, $400; improvement, $300; 7 work 
horses, $420; 8 work oxen, $400; 9 stock cattle, Spanish, $135; 1000 bushels barley, $700; 5 
tons hay, $80; 2 wagons, $100; farming utensils, $20; 1 reaper, $150; house & kitchen, $10; 
total, $2715. 

        John M. Montgomery: 640 acres land, being the west of south east Qr. of Sec. 17 and 
north ½ of the west Qr. of Sec. 20, township 7 south, range 15 east, the balance being 
undescribed, $640; improvement, $2000; 28 work horses, $2520; 122 stock do., $3660; 150 
beef cattle, $5250; 650 American stock cattle, $13,000; 2200 Spanish do., $33,000; 1700 
sheep, $5100; 60 hogs, $180; 3 wagons, $300; 40 tons hay, $900; money on hand, $540; 
notes and accounts, $1950; 1 reaper, $200; farming utensils, $50; house & kitchen furniture, 
$100; fire arms, $30; 3000 lbs. wheat, $90; total, $69,510. 

        H. J. Ostrander: 160 acres land, being north east Qr. of Sec. 16, township S south, range 
14 east, valued at $200; improvements, $400; 2 horses, $250; 1 cow, $25; 50 bushels barley, 
$35; 3 tons hay, $60; 1 wagon, $250; farming utensils, $20; house hold & K. furniture, $10; 1 
six shooter, $5; total, $1255. 

        Augustus Jones: 160 acres land undescribed situated on Merced River & valued at $200; 
improvements on same, $500; 10 work horses, $1250; 8 stock do., $160; 8 tons hay, $80; 287 
stock cattle, $4305; 1300 bushels barley, $910; 1 six shooter, $25; total, $7430. 

        Bludworth & Moore: 320 acres land, being tract No. 1, 2, & 3, Sec. 9, and the south east 
Qr. and south half of north east Qr. of Sec. 4, township 5 south, range 14 east, valued at $400; 
improvements on same, $6000; 1 mule, $80; 23 stock cattle, $460; 11 hogs, $33; 1 work ox, 
$50; 1 cart, $15; accounts, $800; house hold & kitchen furniture, $500; farming utensils, $30; 
total, $8368. 

        This is the first assessment on page 118, the last page of the book now in existence. The 
last assessment on that page has been crossed out; it is to Varmew Westcott, and is as 
follows: 80 acres land bounded north by public lands, south by same, east by same, west by 
same, $100; improvement, $1,00; 4 work horses, $240; 3 Acerican stock cattle, $60; 27 
Spanish do., $405; 7 hogs, $21; 1 wagon, $200; 1 reaper, $50; money on hand, $102; 
accounts, $75 ; house & K. F. & far. utensils, $25; total, $1378. The word "house" occurs on two 
or three lines out of place, and may have furnished the reason for crossing out the 
assessment. We find in the index "V. Westcott, page 119," the next page after this. 
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        The names which were on the twenty-eight missing pages of the assessment roll of 
1857, which may be gathered from the index, are as follows: 

                                J. R. Bube Antonia (sic) Espanosa 
                                W. W. Brown R. S. Eaton 
                                B. P. Brown David Erans 
                                Wm. Byers Ernst Fass 
                                G. G. Belt A. Frazier 
                                C. M. Blair  John Fruit 
                                Barfield & Ruddle I. W. Fitzhugh 
                                Thomas Bird W. F. Freeman 
                                Jos. Bertine Peter Fee 
                                John Burkhead Gould & Steinberg 
                                Boledo & Co.  Thomas Givens 
                                Bird & Son  Heely & Brother 
                                Dan Baldwin W. C. Hoge 
                                A. Cortner C. M. Hoge 
                                William Dennis H. D. Hoeder 
                                Alex Dunn John Hawkin 
                                Santez Duran John James 
                                — Davis F. F. Lether 
                                 Alex Manarr  James Rigsby 
                                John Montozo John Rhodes 
                                Harvey Martin Robles & Brother 
                                McSwain & Sons C. A. Richardson 
                                J. O. McGahey A. Stevinson 
                                R. C. May J. J. Stevinson 
                                E. J. McDade  Mahlon Stone 
                                Miguel Mora W. R. Smith 
                                Neill & Brother Joel Smith 
                                J. R. Oneal  R. L. Swope 
                                A. J. Paige Geo. M. Somers 
                                Geo. W. Prother Silvester & Bell 
                                Geo. W. Patrick  W. C. Turner 
                                Phillip Simon B. Triplit 
                                H. B. Porter I. N. Wiliford 
                                Post & Lord I. N. Ward 
                                W. R. Price William Wilson 
                                Francisco Pacheco 

 93



CHAPTER IX 

EARLY DAYS IN THE COUNTY 

  

        The assessment roll of 1857 tells us a number of interesting things, and some of them 
are important in the early history of the county. Perhaps the most striking thing of all is the 
light it gives us upon the location of the population at that time. When we consider that this 
population was for the most part located in two main groups, one stretching down the 
Merced River from Merced Falls to about the Ingalsbe place, according to the pages that are 
extant, and including Neill, Cox, W. C. Turner and the Stevinsons as the index shows, and the 
other along the creeks from Bear and Burns Creeks south to the Chowchilla, and stretching 
out from the edge of the hills to, say, not more than halfway to the San Joaquin (except for 
the Cocanour and Bludworth places in the vicinity of the present Robla), the conclusion is 
strongly forced upon us that the population was, as we should have expected, probably 
largely an overflow from the mines in the Mariposa hills. 

        On the West Side we find the Rancho Panoche de San Juan y Los Carrisalitos, some 
22,220 acres, assessed; we find Hildreth & Dunphey assessed for a lot of stock, though for no 
land, but the inference is probable that they were on the Santa Rita Ranch, later, we know, 
owned by Hildreth & Hildreth, and still later acquired from them, along with their "H & H" 
brand, by Miller & Lux; and we find Francisco Pacheco named in the index, and Juan Perez 
Pacheco was one of the grantees of the San Luis Ranch, one of the Mexican grants, which 
still exists, stretching from the western edge of the level San Joaquin Valley lands on to the 
pass which now bears Pacheco's name, and across it out of Merced County. In addition there 
are a number of Spanish names, a few assessed for land, and it is probable that a portion at 
least of these were on the West Side. However, if we may take the fifty cents an acre of the 
Pancoche Grande y Los Carrisalitos Rancho assessment as a standard of valuation for the 
West Side lands, they may not have been. It is a pity we have not also the assessment on 
Pacheco's San Luis Ranch to check by. There may perhaps have been an unconscious 
tendency on the part of the assessor to assess the larger land tracts a little lower. We notice, 
for example, that John M. Montgomery's 640 acres on Bear Creek and E. J. Stearns' 2240 
acres near the present Le Grand are assessed at a dollar instead of the almost universal (for 
the East Side) dollar and a quarter. The smaller holdings were practically all bottom land, and 
where a tract ran to greater size there was more chance for the inclusion of some less 
valuable plains. We can only guess. 

        And we must guess with some caution. For example, one might conclude, from the fact 
that there is half a dozen or more times as much barley on the roll as there is wheat, that 
more barley than wheat was raised. One familiar with the conditions might guess better than 
this, and he would be supported by facts which do not appear in the assessment roll. The 
assessment was taken in the spring; barley was used for horse feed; the wheat crop, which 
was really much larger than the barley crop, was planted before the assessment was taken, 
and the crop was grown, harvested, and marketed and out of the way before the next 
assessment. Even the seed wheat was not on hand but in the ground. Henry Nelson, who 
came to Merced Falls in March, 1854, and was in the flour mill business with his father from 
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the fifties on—his own experience in that line ended only in 1893—is authority for the 
statement that there was much more wheat than barley raised. 

        Cattle are obviously the most important product. We find a majority of the Spanish stock 
cattle, assessed usually at $15 a head —Texas longhorns, Mr. Nelson says. He relates that in 
1859 he and two other young fellows rode over from Merced Falls to a rodeo just down Bear 
Creek from J. M. Montgomery's ranch—the present Wolfsen Ranch, about eleven miles in a 
straight line up Bear Creek from Merced, and about four from the Mariposa boundary—and 
that there were 10,000 or more cattle at the rodeo. It is significant that the Mexican official 
known as Juez de Campo, or "judge of the plains," was retained by the Gringo successors of 
the Mexican, and we can read in the early minutes of the county where four citizens were 
appointed by the board of supervisors as such. The minute entry is found on page 25 of 
minute Book "A," and it was at the session of May 5, 1856: "The Board then appointed John 
Sylvester, John Ruddle, Jr., S. R. Dehart, and Bates Dehart, Judges of the Plains." The De Harts 
were West Siders. 

        But though the Spanish cattle were numerous, there were a good many American cattle. 
Not a few had been brought across the plains. We find quite a number of work oxen, valued 
pretty uniformly at $50 each. That oxen continued to be used for some time in the county is 
evidenced by the fact, related by Mrs. Dora Shillington, a deputy county clerk today, that her 
mother, Mrs. Joseph Heacox, of the Robla neighborhood, now in her fifties, came here at the 
age of one year from San Francisco in an ox cart. 

        John M. Montgomery is assessed for 1700 sheep—the only sheep on the roll. It is 
probable, however, that the Panoche Ranch was used for sheep; it is noteworthy that the two 
assessments covering that ranch (4444 acres to Brent & Crittenden on page 87, and 17,776 
acres to Alex Forbes on page 89) are the only property assessed to these owners. The usual 
practice nowadays would run sheep on this West Side hill range in the early spring, and drive 
them to other pastures as the grass failed, and this would most likely occur before the time of 
assessment in the spring. Very likely it so occurred in 1857. 

        An interesting study which would throw some light on how people lived in those days 
would be to work out the total assessments on. the three items of "farming utensils," "house 
&.kitchen furniture," and "fire arms." The two former were almost unbelievably small in 
amount and valuation, the last nearly always present. Henry Nelson states that nearly every 
man carried a six-shooter, and relates that on his return from one trip from their mill up to 
the vicinity of Sonora and Columbia, he had two with him because he had left one behind on 
a former trip and was bringing it home. He did not make the last trip up without going armed 
again. Whether he ever had occasion to use a revolver himself or not, he was at least present 
in Snelling one day in the late fifties when three men were shot. This is probably the same 
occurrence referred to in Peter Fee's diary early in 1858, where he states in one line that 
three men were killed in Snelling. 

        It is noteworthy that pretty much everything was assessed, including money on hand, 
accounts, notes, money at interest, and three dogs. But, query: Weren't some dogs missed? 
This assessment of dogs, even though there are only three mentioned, and most of the 
canine population must have been missed, still indicates that the system, born no doubt of 
the county's stern necessities, was to assess pretty much everything. We have noted that 
money on hand, money at interest, notes, and accounts, were not overlooked. We note also 
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that so far as we can judge, the personal property was assessed at what was probably a lot 
nearer its full market value than is the usual practice in assessing today. The fact that these 
were the days when the fabulous mining prices prevailed—or occasionally occurred, for it is 
doubtful if the extremely high prices which we sometimes hear of ever really prevailed in the 
sense of being the usual run of things—may lead us to concede that some of the values may 
have been higher than the assessments. We nowadays must look of course at the personal 
property; we shall find it quite impossible to put ourselves back in our imaginations 
sufficiently into a time so different from our own as to understand the land values of what 
was in actual time only two-thirds of a century ago. 

        We have seen how J. M. Montgomery, easily the richest man of the county in 1857, with 
nearly 5000 head of stock, was assessed for only 640 acres of land—at one dollar an acre! 
We note that about three-quarters of this one section is located, and is the ranch, or part of 
it, now well-known as the Wolfsen Ranch. The balance was on Bear Creek, but otherwise 
undescribed. Old-timers remember that Montgomery had a water-hole on Bear Creek just 
about where the city of Merced now stands, and it seems that he owned forty acres of land 
to control the water-hole. It is probable that the other three forties not described may be 
similarly accounted for. In 1862 he patented 240 acres where Merced now is. 

        With the taking up and claiming in actual ownership of land only along the creeks and 
the river, which we have already observed; with this taking up of the water-holes; with Henry 
Nelson's description of the rodeo which he attended just below Montgomery's ranch about 
1859, where there were 10,000 cattle; and with the cattle trains which we have seen John 
Ruddle and McPhatridge and others bringing across the plains, we have a fairly sound basis 
on which to reconstruct the order of things in those early times. We have seen that only 
townships and sections were surveyed in the fifties; and we have seen in the 1857 
assessment roll that except along the river—and it is the Merced which in those days is " the 
river"—scarcely any land is described except by giving the names of the adjoining owners 
and the stream it is located on. Of Montgomery's 640 acres on Bear Creek about three-
quarters is described by section, township, and range; but it is almost, if not quite, the only 
piece so described except the land on the Merced River. As early as 1857 the foundations are 
already well laid for the bitter war which was waged later between the cattle men, long 
monarchs of pretty much all they surveyed of this unsurveyed public land, and the new 
wheat-raisers who ten years later began to come into power. In fifteen years we shall see 
them strong enough to wrest the county seat from Snelling and put it in the new town on the 
new Central Pacific Railroad, and this too in a three-cornered race in which both Merced and 
Livingston received more votes than Snelling. 

        We must bear in mind, however, the fact that from the beginnings the settlements which 
crept down from the hills fell into two groups, the one along the river and the other centering 
around what was afterwards to be Plainsburg, along the creeks further to the south. That the 
settlements along the creeks counted up to a good deal is shown, perhaps as clearly as by 
anything else, by the fact that the line dividing the county into two townships was drawn, not 
with the river settlements constituting the whole of one township and the creek settlements 
the other, but halfway between Bear Creek and Mariposa Creek, with Bear and Burns Creeks 
at the least grouped with the river settlement. It seems easily possible, therefore, that had the 
first county seat been located somewhere near Plainsburg, as a lot of people think it was, 
instead of pretty well down to the western edge of the creek settlements, there might never 
have been a second county seat at Snelling and a third at Merced. 
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        There was no Plainsburg then; from the 1857 assessment we learn of town lots only in 
Snelling, and there were not many assessed even there. Merced Falls could not be called a 
town, Henry Nelson says; there were only about half a dozen families. There were the 
Nelsons, who ran their flour mill; there was Charles Murray, just above them, who had a ferry 
and later a bridge; above Murray was John Phillips, with the ferry which was taken as the 
point for the new county's boundary to cross the Merced River; and on an acre of land on 
William Nelson's farm was R. B. Hall, the lawyer, with his family. Hopeton, at first called 
Forlorn Hope, consisted of seven or eight buildings, a church, a blacksmith shop, and about 
four dwellings—about as it is today. There was no town on the West Side, there was none on 
the railroad—and no railroad for it to be on, and not to be any for fifteen years. 

        The next towns which were to come into existence had hardly been thought of yet, and 
have been all but forgotten now. It is a reasonably safe guess that one couldn't find three 
pupils in the biggest geography class in the county today who ever even heard of Dover or 
Chester, and the name of Hill's Ferry is saved from as complete oblivion only by the fact that 
there is still a Hill's Ferry bridge. These little towns along the San Joaquin existed only for the 
period during which the river was an avenue of commerce; and that period did not begin 
until there was something bulky and heavy to transport, which meant almost entirely grain, 
and it ended when the East Side got its railroad in 1872 and the West Side its line in 1889. 
And that year 1889 was thirty-four years after the organization of the county and thirty-five 
before today. 

        Towns were extremely few and extremely small. Life was frugal to a degree with which 
we of the present day are not familiar, even the least wealthy of us. Two "miscellaneous 
libraries"—a term which appears to have been the classification for everything but lawyers' 
and doctors' libraries—are all that were assessed in 1857. Libraries are heavy to move by ox 
team in a six months' trip across the plains. We do learn from other sources that Samuel 
Scott had a considerable library in his fine place in the Merced River bottoms, but the date 
may well have been, and probably was, considerably later than 1857. 

        We have already commented on the very small assessments on household and kitchen 
furniture. They ran somewhere about the same as the usual assessment for firearms 
(scarcely more), which were most commonly six-shooters. And farming "utensils" were 
evidently very few and very simple, for the assessments on them are also exceedingly small. 
These "utensils" obviously did not include such large implements as reapers and threshing 
machines, for we find them separately assessed. At least three threshing machines at this 
date afford some basis on which to estimate the extent of grain-raising; Nelson's flour mill at 
Merced Falls, with its market in the mining country in the hills from Sonora to Coarse Gold, 
affords us another. 

        One who reads the assessment roll of 1857 can hardly fail to be struck with the fact that 
the names make a far different list from, say, the index to the last great register—different in 
the character of its names, that is. To be sure, many of the early names still persist, but it is in 
what is not on the early list rather than in what is on it that we find the difference. With the 
exception of a very few Spanish names—which the English-speaking newcomers sometimes 
wrestled with in vain, as we have seen—the names are practically all American of the sort 
that were brought from England. Swedish, Portuguese, Italian, Greek, and Japanese names, 
which we have now, are conspicuous by their absence. Even the Irish for the most part are 
missing; they came, most of the early ones, in the late sixties, when the country was 
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beginning to bloom forth as a great grain field and the no-fence law was but a few years in 
the future. There was a Thornton on the roll, located on the Merced River, but County Clerk P. 
J. Thornton, whose father came here in the late sixties, does not know of him; he was of 
another family. For the most part, it may be said that the early pioneers were of the same 
stock which found the country east of the Appalachians crowded and unduly civilized at the 
time of the American Revolution, and sought elbow room in that other Far West two 
thousand miles to the eastward of this one along the Sierra foothills. 

        The liberal display of firearms on the 1857 assessment roll seems to have been 
necessary against both man and beast. Peter Fee records in his diary, under date of January 
23, 1858: "Three men kild at Snellings. Snow"; and Henry Nelson was in Snelling when the 
shooting occurred, and recalls that Charles Bludworth, the first sheriff, was one of three 
whom three others attacked, and that the attackers lost two and the attacked one man. It is 
related of Dr. Joshua Griffith that he successfully defended himself against two Mexicans and 
shot them both. Judge E. N. Rector recalls hearing his father tell of a hunt for a grizzly near 
the Neil Ranch. A party of men were after a big bear with dogs, and routed him out of a 
tangle of briars. The bear came out cuffing right and left at the dogs, and the men retreated 
hurriedly before him—all but "Bill" Neil, who was mounted on a mule. It was not Bill, but the 
mule, which stood its ground. Neil was ready and anxious to get away from there; but the 
mule stood still before the oncoming bear and pointed his long ears at it. The mule was 
slower than its rider in reaching the conclusion that almost anywhere else was a better place 
than in front of that bear. When the mule did reach a conclusion, it agreed completely with 
the one his rider had already arrived at; and he turned and bolted, with Neil sticking earnestly 
in place. 

        We have seen how the assessment roll indicates the location of the bulk of the 
population near the Mariposa County line. We must bear in mind that the main avenue of 
travel north and south in those days was what is commonly called the old Millerton Road, 
which ran from Stockton out eastward to the foothills and then followed the edge of the hills 
down by way of Knight's Ferry, Merced Falls, and Newton's Crossing to Millerton. Millerton 
was the first county seat of Fresno County, and took its name from the early Fort Miller; the 
location was where the San Joaquin debouches from the foothills, near the present little town 
of Friant.     This old road was the boundary line between Merced and Mariposa Counties 
from Merced Falls to Newton's Crossing. It would scarcely be correct to say that this was the 
main avenue of travel up and down the San Joaquin Valley, for it was not to the Valley so 
much as to the foothills that travel was bound. Travel out across the Valley, what little there 
was of it, was difficult on account of sand, mud, and swollen streams. The obstacles offered 
by the streams tributary to the San Joaquin on the Sierra Nevada side, which Fremont had 
brought so forcibly to his attention in the spring of 1844, continued to be serious until the 
railroad came, at least.     County Clerk P. J. Thornton relates that in the late sixties his father 
hauled the lumber from Stockton which was used in building the house, or a part of it, which 
still stands on the Alfarata Ranch, and that he went from Stockton to Banta and crossed to 
the West Side, and then came down that side of the San Joaquin where the road avoided the 
rivers of the East Side, and crossed back again at Dover above the mouth of the Merced. 

        It was with the foothill country that the people of the new county in the plains had most 
of their dealings. We have seen that Nelson's flour mill found most of the market for its 
product there, and we have seen also how W. L. Means earlier hunted elk and antelope in the 
vicinity of Robla and sold the meat at the mines. In addition we have found that many of 
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those who were the earliest pioneers of this county came first to the mines of Mariposa, and 
down here later. 

        We have an interesting document of the first decade of the county's history in the diary 
of Peter Fee. Fee was a Norwegian by birth. We have seen his name in the list which the 
Merced Express published in 1880 of the then Merced County residents who had been in 
California since its admission to the Union on September 9, 1850; and we have Henry 
Nelson's recollection that Fee lived at Mt. Ophir in 1855. His diary covers the five years from 
1858 to 1862 inclusive, and early in that period he moved to the Merced River a short 
distance above Snelling. We learn from Fee's statements in the diary that he himself was 
born in 1818. He refers several times to G. Fee, evidently his father, born in 1786, who clearly 
lived with Fee and his family. In one place he records that G. Fee built a fence around a 
haystack. 

        The incidents of Peter Fee's life, recorded from day to day during these five years, give us 
many glimpses of how and where people lived in the Merced County of that time, and in 
Mariposa also. It is the record of a man of untiring industry. He has a page of "Rules copied 
from the ancient Fee family journal" in the front of the book, the second of which reads, 
"Never be idle; if your hands can't be usefully employed, attend to the cultivation of your 
mind" ; and he lived up to that maxim faithfully. The diary is too long to be given in anything 
like its entirety; but it is well worth making generous selections from. He gives two pages to a 
month, and almost always merely one line to a day. At the top of each page is written the 
year and the month, and down the left the day of the month and the day of the week, the 
latter abbreviated. 

        "On "Januari 1, F., P. Fee & Forbes went to Mariposa. 2, Sa., Fee went to Mersede and 
back. Frbs Barly 200 lb. 3, S., Fee wisit Mt. Ophir. Forbes left. 4, M., Fee left for Coltervill, staid at 
Youngs." This is the whole of the first four days. He was necessarily brief; he abbreviated. His 
spelling indicates a man who learned English after he was grown up. 

        The "Mersede" which he refers to here he mentions a number of times; of course it could 
not be the present town, for this was something like fourteen years before the town came 
into existence. He clearly means the river, and in one place he has it: "Went to the Mersede at 
Young's." Young's is also frequently referred to. Young had a ferry across the Merced River. 
Henry Nelson remembers it and the sign which directed travelers from the road between 
Merced Falls and Snelling to it. It was located about a mile and a half below Merced Falls, just 
about where the Merced Irrigation District diverting dam, formerly part of the Crocker-
Huffman system, is now. The sign was at a point on the S. K. Spears Ranch where the road 
forked, and read "T. W. T. Young's Ferry. Nearest and Best Road to All Parts of the Mines South 
of the River Merced." The sign was there for a number of years. The building of bridges later 
put the ferries out of business. In the early minutes of the board of supervisors there are 
rather numerous references to Young's and Phillips' ferries and Murray's bridge; their rivalry is 
recorded in the attempts made by each to prevent his competitors from getting their licenses 
to operate. The board heard them all and granted them all licenses, in spite of the imposing 
array of counsel with which they came before the county fathers—granted them all licenses 
and set the amount of the bonds they had to give, and also fixed the rates they were allowed 
to charge. Phillips's Ferry we have already heard of as the place where the county boundary 
line crossed the Merced River; Murray's was only a short distance below Phillips's; both were 
above Young's. 
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        We'll follow Peter Fee right through the month of January, 1858. The first four days have 
been given. On the 5th "Fee & Forbes campt at Newyears diggins." On the 6th, "do. & do. do. 
on the Colterville Turnpike." On the 7th, "do. & do. staid at the mill. comensed loading." On the 
8th, "do. & do. campt at pino blanco." On the 9th, "do. & do. do. at the Ducth Range." On the 
10th (which was Sunday), "do. & do. laid by." On Monday the 11th, "Forbes turned over. campt 
on a mountain." The next day "Fee & Forbes hunted cattle campt in the snow." On the 13th 
they "campt on the Newyears diggens," obviously on their way home again. They went back 
after the freight left the next day, and the day after "staid at Young's." On Saturday the 16th 
they "campt at Texas Tent." Texas Tent, or the Texas Ranch, was the home ranch of the 
Givens family towards Indian Gulch from Hornitos. On the 17th they "turned out at Corbitts T. 
went home. This was Sunday. The next day they "brought the loads home." Apparently Fee 
still lived at Mt. Ophir. He refers early in the diary to the Norwegian Tent, where he lived, and 
there are numerous references to a lawsuit with Star & Grimshaw, which he won, and which 
was about the place on the Merced River; and he soon moves down to this place. 

        On the 19th "rested the chattle," and then there is a little picture writing, a small 
rectangle with diagonals, which we come to learn means a letter. This was a letter "from 
McKinley." On January 20 we read "G. Fee 72 years." On the 21st it "raind ould day." It 
frequently rains "ould nite." These entries are given verbatim, not with any idea of making fun 
of Fee's spelling, but rather as thus retaining better the atmosphere of the times which makes 
them of interest. That generation, which had not always learned to spell, laid the foundations 
of the schools which gave their children and grandchildren more educational advantages. On 
the 22nd "Fee & Forbes brought their load of castings to Dr. Granvoinet. Rained and snow." 
On the 23rd is the item already quoted: "Three men kild at Snellings. Snow." Henry Nelson 
says: "I was at Snelling one day when three men were killed. Dr. Goodin, who lived at 
Fitzhugh's Ranch, was killed on one side and two others on the other." On the 24th Fee "drove 
the chattle to the Valley & home." On the 25th, "Fee workt on the Wagon wheels." On the 
26th, "do. do. & went to Mposa." For the remaining days of the month there are a lot of ditto 
abbreviations—referring to the wagon wheels, and on the 31st the additional entry (it was 
Sunday), "Fee & Forbes wisit Mount Ophir." 

        There is a great deal of mention of places up through the hills. On the very next day after 
Fee and Forbes went to Mount Ophir, we read that they went to Sebastopol, which is the 
more modern Bootjack. Mormon Bar, Bear Valley, Princeton, are frequently mentioned, Lewis 
further south every now and then, Chowchilla occasionally, Sonora, Knight's Ferry now and 
then. All through the country where the bulk of the population then lived and the bulk of the 
business was carried on, Fee went with his team. Largely the animals were oxen; whether 
altogether, we can hardly tell from the diary. He had horses, and he had a buggy; his horses 
may have been only for riding and buggy use. 

        The diary records various steps in a lawsuit which Fee had with Star and Grimshaw 
about the farm above Snelling where he lived. We read on March 3, 1858, "the case set for 
Thorsday the 11th." Judge Creanor had arrived the day before; it was apparently at Sonora, 
for he went there February 28 and on March 1 engaged H. P. Barber to attend to the case for 
$300. On the 16th, verdict for 320 acres and $1 damages. The matter drags for a 
considerable time and he finally is put into possession of the property. He records that he 
moved down from "the Norwegian Tent." 
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        His daily life well illustrates the industry, the varied activities, and the self-reliance 
imposed by necessity, of the pioneer. He was teamster, farmer, stock-raiser, carpenter and 
general mechanic. Witness such entries as these: "Hauled wood, worked on the wagon, 
worked on the brake, made two mailboxes, brought Polly's calf home, the twin caffs born, 
made an oxyoke, worked on the erigation ditch, went to the mill (he hauled a good deal of 
lumber from various sawmills in Mariposa County), ploughed the garden, planted turnips, 
peas and beans." 

        He did a considerable amount of work for Col. J. C. Fremont, who was then living on his 
grant at Las Mariposas. On the lower part of the last page for May, 1858, he records: "Fee 
hould during the mount for Col. J. C. Freemont 7233 ft. of lumber from McNeals mill to 
Fremonts, $144.66; for houling of 12,000 shingles, $24.00; for houling of 1275 ft. lumber to 
Mersede, $19.02—$187.69. Paid cash to D. Clark for shingles, 12,000, $96—$283.68. Paid the 
17th July by Fremont." He records several times that Fremont passed, that he went below, 
and so on. 

        On July 26, 1858, he writes: "Fee born 40 years ago, 1818," and adds, evidently referring 
to the rules from the ancient family journal of the Fees, "Truht, Temperance." This quirk of 
reversing the order of the "th" in English words occurs often—usually he writes "wiht." 

        Frequently we find that he put in a part of a day, a day, sometimes more, hunting cattle, 
which is eloquent of the unfenced condition of the range in those days. He records where he 
attended this and that and the other man's rodeo, and found one, two, or more head (of his 
own). The cattle he hunted were sometimes his oxen—he records it so sometimes—and this is 
sometimes when he is away on a trip with his team. 

        He makes brief record, necessarily afterwards some time, of important world events. He 
did this with the opening events of the Civil War, but the war soon apparently outran the 
scope of his little book. Opposite the regular daily entry on August 6, 1858, he notes 
"Telegraphic cable landed," and at the end of this month's record he amplifies this to "The 
telegraphic cable landed at Trinity Bay." 

        On the 10th of this same August (Tuesday), "Fee went to Campmeting at Cathes Valley," 
and found it evidently worth while, for the following Sunday, "Fee & Mrs. Fee went to 
Campmeting." He and his wife go visiting—chiefly on Sundays, for he is too busy on other 
days—sometimes as far away as Agua Fria; and he frequently records the visits of neighbors 
to them. 

        On the new State's eighth birthday he records that "Fee and Granpar workt on the 
Arastras," and ditto the next three days. They put in about seven more days at this job by the 
end of the month. "Granpar" was his father evidently; he refers to him sometimes as G. Fee, 
and we are told that he was born in 1786. Fee notes his birthday several times through the 
dairy, and on one occasion notes that he was sick and that they had to send to Hornitos for 
medicine for him. 

        The name Grandpa suggests that the Fees had children. We make out at least two sons, 
apparently; but we cannot always be sure, from the very brief mention. On September 24, 
1859, he records that Charley was very sick and that they waited on him all night; and the 
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next day Charley died and was "buried in the east corner of the field. Rev. Bonsel said the 
funeral servis." 

        From July 9 to 15 we read of what was apparently a small revolution that Fremont had 
on his hands. The record is as follows for the week: 

        "9 Fr. The Pinetree jumped by a mob. werry warm. 10 Sa. Fee & Mrs Fee wisit Fremonts 
Famelie. 11. S. Great exitement in Bearvaly. 12. M. Inlisting volenters for protektion of F. 
property. 13. Ti. Fee hould wood. 14 W. The dificulty at Pinetre setled & the Miners & Setlers 
left the mine. 15. The Miners & Setlers trial in Mariposa." There was prompt justice in those 
days at any rate. On the 19th: "Went to Mariposa. Dst. Court convened. Fremont comensed 
work at the Pine Tree Mine." 

        He records usually the number of feet of lumber he hauled. We have seen this in the 
statement of the account with Fremont. The figures there indicate $20 a thousand for the 
lumber, which was probably the purchase price at the mill plus hauling. It seems pretty high 
for hauling, and the account states expressly that Fee paid cash for the shingles, and that 
Fremont afterwards repaid him. 

        When the Banner, the first newspaper in Merced County, was started, Fee hauled the 
press from some earlier plant further north. It is sometimes stated that the press came from 
Waterford; Fee's evidence, while it does not absolutely show this to be incorrect, makes it 
appear very strongly that it came from Knight's Ferry. The entries about the matter from the 
27th of June to the 2nd of July, 1862, are as follows: "27 F. Hoed in the garden. Engaged to 
houl the press. 28. Sa. Started. Staid at Dr. Both at Toaleme. 29. S. Arived at Nights Ferry, 5 
horses. 30. M. Loaded, started across river. Got a buggy from Linstad for a horse. Staid at 
Dingley. Harry Linstad Baker & Salon in Nights Ferry. Juley 1 Ti. Staid and swopt oxen with 
Dingley. 2 W. Staid Gallops. Arrived and unloaded at Snellings & went home." 

        Fee records the flood of January, 1862, which washed away the hotel and other 
buildings at Snelling, and which, Henry Nelson recalls, washed away the bridges at Merced 
Falls, so that when he returned from a trip to the mines south of the river he had to take his 
wagon over on a little ferry boat and lead his mules across one at a time behind a row boat. 
Fee's entries about the flood begin on January 5, Sunday, and continue for eight days. The 
entries are as follows: "5, S. Raind and storm. 6: M. Raind old day. 7, Ti. Removed the hay. 8, W. 
Workt on the bulkhead; rain. 9, Th. The bulkhead broke away with the flod . . . 10, F. The 
wather rose op to the house 5 o'clock A. M. 11, Sa. The river rose over the road took up the 
barn sable & workhouse. Mrs Fee at Muglers. 12, S. The river faling; 'Wilson got out of the 
tree." 

        It took more than a flood to disarrange Fee's methodical and industrious habits. On the 
9th, while the flood was in progress, he records, "Letter (represented by a rectangle) to Perley, 
received Starr's answer"; and on the day after "Wilson got out of the tree," Fee "workt on the 
coral." 

        The Wilson referred to was L. P. Wilson, whose name appears in the list of pioneers 
published in the Express in 1880, and who was known to his intimates as "Hookie" Wilson. 
Henry Nelson remembers the incident of his being in the tree, and relates that Wilson and 
Chris Mugler, both of whom lived a little up the river from Fee's place, on the north side, had 
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received a distress signal from someone on the south side, and set out in a boat to the 
rescue. The boat proved leaky, and Wilson, who had been a sailor and didn't like leaky boats, 
climbed out into a tree. Mugler and the boat landed further down. Nelson saw Wilson in the 
tree, where he had to stay all night, so that he must have landed there the same day when 
Fee's barn, stable, and workhouse washed away, and when Mrs. Fee was at Mugler's—
evidently for safety. J. C. James tells of this flood of 1861 and 1862 as it conducted itself 
further down towards the San Joaquin. His brother, Captain Jones, had a ranch down near 
the lower Tuolumne. The cattle were marooned on the higher spots of land, the chickens 
driven to high perches, and the men had to build a board bulkhead to protect an adobe 
house from being reduced to mud. At Snelling the flood washed away Judge Fitzhugh's 
house and several other buildings and changed the course of the river. 

        Fee was a pious man. It was his habit, after 1858, to sum up each year in a few words. In 
1859 he writes: "The past year has proved sucsesful to the Fee Famelie, God be praised." At 
the close of 1860, "The past year has been a favereble to the Fee Famelie; a large crop of 
grain was harvested." The entry at the close of 1861 doubtless refers in part at least to the 
war: "By loking back on 61 and will be remembered as a dark and trubblefild year, but my 
hope is to God that Truth and Temprans will triomph in 62." He closes 1862 and the book with 
the words, "Notwithstanding the disaster of the flod 1862 has been a blesset year, Amen." 

        There may have been more exalted names on the list of the county's pioneers than that 
of Peter Fee, but it is questionable if there was any whose life story touched more phases of 
the local history of his time, or more truly represents those times to us, than the story set 
forth in the dairy of this versatile, hard-working Norwegian-American pioneer. 

        From what we have seen from these two documents, the assessment roll of 1857 and 
Fee's diary of from 1858 to 1862, we can get a very fair insight into the life of the early days 
of the county, in many of its aspects. Scarcely too much emphasis can be laid upon the very 
close connection which existed between the new county, with its activities creeping out into 
the big plain of the San Joaquin, and the mother county in the hills. The new county was 
creeping out into the big plain of the San Joaquin, it is true; but its markets, its associations, 
the former dwelling-places of many of its people, a large part of its social connections, and 
numberless other bonds were across the line. The activities of the two counties were different 
in character from the beginning, from the very nature of their topography; but in many most 
important respects they formed one community. The very line which divided them politically 
from 1855 on, the Stockton and Millerton Road, the main (indeed the only) artery of travel 
between north and south, was a bond of union rather than a barrier. 

        We see in the early minutes of the Merced supervisors how road after road was laid out, 
and how the great majority of them were to connect the westward-creeping settlements of 
this county with this main road and the country on the other side of it. We have seen how T. 
W. T. Young's sign advertised his ferry as the best route to the southern mines. We have seen 
how Fee, after he moved down from Mount Ophir, still found a great part of his employment 
in teaming in the hills or between them and the valley; how W. L. Means, following the 
business of hunting near Robla, found his market at the mines; and how many of those who 
settled in this county had first tried their luck in the search for gold—indeed there were so 
many of them of whom this was true that it may be said to have been the rule rather than 
the exception. We have seen how the first county seat under the oak tree on Mariposa Creek 
was early abandoned because it was difficult of access; it was indeed almost on the western 
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frontier of settlement, too far from the Stockton and Millerton Road to be convenient. If the 
West Side, the west three-quarters of the county, in fact, was not entirely uninhabited, it was 
almost so; and the notions about it were pretty vague. There is in the first book of the records 
of deeds in the county recorder's office a deed to an undivided one-half of an eleventh 
interest in the San Carlos and New Idria quicksilver mine, supposed, the deed recites, to be in 
Merced County; and this was after the creation of Fresno County in 1856, which event put 
New Idria miles and miles beyond Merced's most southerly boundary. 

        It is difficult to grasp the small scale on which the county affairs were conducted—as 
must necessarily have been the case with a population numbering perhaps scarcely two per 
cent of what it is at present. We read in the early minutes how the county auditor was paid 
$125 a year for his services, the clerk of the board $250, the clerk of the court of sessions $4 
a day, and the assessor $337.50 for making the first assessment, which took him forty-five 
days. There were but two judicial townships; each had two justices of the peace and two 
constables, but this liberal allowance of officers was apparently due rather to the number of 
miles to be traveled than to the number of cases to be tried. Their duties were apparently not 
onerous; we find that Thomas Eagleson, who was one of the constables, was also a road 
overseer, and it is fair to infer that the two offices left him with time to run the ranch near 
Forlorn Hope which was assessed to himself and his mother. 

        Travel was, to us in these days of paved highways and automobiles, almost unbelievably 
slow; Peter Fee takes the best part of a week in midsummer of 1862 in making the trip to 
Knight's Ferry and returning with the printing press, though we do have to deduct the one 
day when he stopped over and "swopt oxen with Dingley."  In view of the difficulties of travel, 
it is surprising how much of it there was. 

        There were the little landholdings along the river (and "the river" in those days is used 
synonymously with "the Merced"), something like about forty-two sections on the East Side 
on the ninety-four pages we have left of the original 122 of the 1857 assessment roll—about 
six by seven miles, if we had it all in one compact rectangle. "The plains," unsurveyed, without 
private owners, rich with grass, were the range of thousands of cattle—Spanish stock cattle 
improved already with the intermixture of "American stock cattle" sprung from the 
beginnings of great herds which such men as Montgomery, Ruddle, and McPhatridge drove 
across the Rockies and the Great American Desert and the Sierras to these new pastures. 

        Even this early the county had become a great stock county, growing towards that 
leadership in this industry which enabled a well-informed stockman to say within the last 
year or two that there are more cattle shipped from the region within a radius of twenty-five 
miles of Merced than from any other equal area in the world. If the county was growing 
towards eminence in this respect, it was also growing towards a peck of trouble. The free 
range could not last, and when the public lands of. the plains began to be taken up with the 
beginning of the grain-raising days—the beginning of raising it away from the river and creek 
bottoms—there was a big readjustment to be made, and a bitter fight to be waged between 
the grain-farmers, who wanted the part of the land they desired to work, and the stockmen, 
who wanted all of it as they had had in the past. 

        It is the cattle industry which explains such assessments as the several we have seen, 
where men were assessed for nothing but one horse; these were doubtless cowboys, 
vaqueros, or whatever they called them. The cattle business also, we have seen, was 
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responsible for the largest assessments—such as J. M. Montgomery's and Hildreth & 
Dunphey's, which are still in the book, and doubtless including the Stevinsons, whose names 
now appear only in the index. 

        As was the case in the mines, though to a lesser degree, men outnumbered women; 
those who came first were for the most part young single men. Many went back after a few 
years for wives; but it was a matter of a few years before the majority of them established 
families. We see in the minutes of the supervisors in February, 1856, that William Nelson 
presented a petition asking the board to divide the county into school districts, and they did 
it—did it very simply, too, for with the existing lines bounding the county and dividing it into 
two judicial townships, it was necessary for them to draw but one new line for the purpose. 
The line is described as follows: "Commencing at Samuel Scott's ranch, thence north to the 
county line, and from said ranch south to No. Two Township line." Three school districts were 
the result, Judicial Township Number One being divided by this line into District Number One, 
east of the line, and District Number Two, west of it, and Township Number Two forming 
school district Number Three. William Nelson was appointed by the board the county's first 
superintendent of common schools. This was on February 7, 1856. On October 7 of the same 
year, in an enumeration of voting precincts for a coming election, we find one of them 
described as "School House, M. C." The "M. C." is possibly Merced County; we find the board's 
minutes frequently signed So-and-so, chairman board of supervisors, M. C. But M. C. might 
also mean Mariposa Creek and perhaps it should so read. Query: Was there only the one 
schoolhouse in the county on October 7, 1856? If there was only one, we should rather have 
expected it to be at Snelling; and there is a Snelling precinct in the list, which seems to 
dispose of that supposition. Incidentally, this is the first reference we have seen of the name 
of the first permanent county seat written without the apostrophe and "s." 

        This list of precincts, numbering just a dozen, is interesting. With the inspectors 
appointed for the election, they are as follows: Ward's Ranch, J. N. Ward; Young's Ferry, T. W. 
T. Young; Snelling, L. W. Talbott; Forlorn Hope, E. Eagleson; Howard's Ranch, R. S. Howard; 
Montgomery's, J. M. Montgomery; Neill's Ranch, Wm. Neill; Thornton's Ranch, S. March; Brown 
& De Hart, P. B. Brown; Hildreth's Ranch, John Hildreth; School House, M. C., Wm. Wall, Sr.; 
Johnson's Precinct, J. Johnson. We can locate most of these places, and their location gives 
us another slant on the interesting question of where the population was at that time. Ward's 
Ranch was on Dry Creek; Young's Ferry, about where the Merced Irrigation District diverting 
dam is on the Merced River; Snelling, where it is now; Forlorn Hope is now Hopeton; Howard's 
Ranch, by the 1857 assessment roll, is described as 920 acres of land on Burns Creek; 
Montgomery's was at the present Wolfsen Ranch on Bear Creek; Neill's Ranch, on the Merced 
River at Arundel, is well known now, to all who have been in the county a dozen years, as the 
Shaffer Ranch; Thornton's Ranch was 160 acres bounded on the east and north by Samuel 
Scott and on the south by the Merced River. 

        The remaining four precincts offer difficulties. At Brown & De Hart's Ranch, P. B. Brown is 
named as inspector. In the 1857 assessment roll there is the name of B. P. Brown in the index, 
but his assessment is torn out. The De Harts were West Siders. 

        In the chapter on the assessment roll we have suggested that Hildreth & Dunphey were 
on the Santa Rita Ranch west of the San Joaquin. However, on that roll the three 
assessments preceding and the four following Hildreth & Dunphey's all contain land, and it is 
all on Dry Creek, and we have already pointed out that apparently the assessments were 
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made as the assessor traveled from one settler to the next. Hildreth & Dunphey are assessed 
for no land in 1857; it may well have been that Hildreth lived on Dry Creek in this October of 
1856, even if we were correct in assuming that the 1857 assessment, chiefly of live stock, 
was on the Santa Rita. 

        William Wall, Sr., is the inspector named for the precinct designated as "School House, M. 
C." There is a William Wall assessed in 1857 for 160 acres of land situated on Mariposa Creek 
and undescribed. There are also Wall & Brothers; but they are not assessed for any land, and 
we therefore have no clue to where they lived. 

        With reference to Johnson's Precinct, J. Johnson, Inspector, there is a James G. Johnson 
assessed in 1857, but not for any land, and there is a James Johnson assessed for 160 acres 
of land situated on Dameron's Creek, commencing at the line of Mariposa and Merced 
Counties and running one mile down said creek. The assessment before this Johnson's is 
McDermott & Laughlin's in Section 2, Township 8 South, Range 16 East; and the one following 
it is William Newton's at Newton's Crossing of the Chowchilla. This suggests that "Dameron's" 
may have been a mistake for "Deadman's"; but the name is very clearly written "Dameron's," 
and moreover the name Dameron is present on the roll, for Moses Dameron is assessed for 
320 acres on Mariposa Creek, bounded north by public land, east by M. F. Turner, south by 
Fitzhugh, west by public land. 

        Taken all in all, we are again impressed with how almost entirely the population was 
close to the eastern boundary of the county. With reference to the schoolhouse, if the William 
Wall on the assessment roll is the same as the election inspector, that structure would 
appear to have been in the region of Mariposa Creek. When one finds later that the Pioneer 
school district was one of the first four, he is led to wonder if it was not probably the first of 
all; out along these creeks the population was probably nearer one hundred per cent a 
farming population than even along the river, and perhaps there one should expect earliest 
to find school children and a school. 

        Incidentally, the Howard mentioned appears to have been the brother of the Captain 
Howard who died only recently in Portland at the age of over ninety, and who took part in the 
pursuit and killing of Joaquin Murietta. That is, Captain Howard was the "Howard" of Howard 
& Brother. The Captain's name was William.     The R. S. Howard who was the inspector for the 
election in 1856 was apparently the "Brother." Henry Nelson recalls that when quite a small 
boy he accompanied his father with their team and a load of flour on a trip from their mill 
south, and that they "got stuck" at Howard's Ranch. The ranch was far enough up Burns 
Creek, he says, so that it was on the main Millerton Road. 

        We have seen what must have been pretty nearly the first start of schools in the county; 
and it may be mentioned in this connection that Henry Nelson attended three different 
schools along the river, one at Merced Falls and the others a little further down, but all above 
Snelling. 

        We have a little information also on early churches and preachers. Mrs. John Ruddle 
relates that when her party arrived in 1859, there were a South Methodist presiding elder and 
preacher at Snelling. The preacher was Rev. S. W. Davies, and the presiding elder's name was 
Blythe. Mrs. Ruddle also states that Rev. McSwain, Christian Church preacher, was here, and 
she believes had been here several years. Their house looked as if it was getting old when 
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she first saw it, she recalls, and she was there in 1860. This was Rev. Daniel McSwain, 
sometimes known as Uncle McSwain. Mrs. Mary J. Little, who came here in 1862, and who 
passed away at an advanced age less than a year ago at her home below Snelling, came out 
with the same party in which Daniel McSwain returned to California after coming back to 
Missouri after his sister-in-law and her children. His brother had died, and Daniel McSwain 
brought the family to California. The name McSwain is a familiar one in the history of the 
county. Children of those children who came out in 1862 live here still. The name is 
commemorated in McSwain Bridge, across the Merced near Cressey, and in the McSwain 
school district; and we shall encounter it in the county's history later. 

        We have seen that Peter Fee hauled the press for the first newspaper in the county from 
Knight's Ferry and delivered it at Snelling on the second of July, 1862. Something over seven 
years had then passed since the organization of the county and the first meeting of its court 
and supervisors under the oak tree on Mariposa Creek. Perhaps the beginning of this first 
paper, the Banner, is as good a landmark as any to mark the close of this chapter on the 
early life of the county. 
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CHAPTER X 

A CROSS-SECTION OF MERCED COUNTY LIFE IN 1865 

  

        When the new county was ten years old, on May 13, 1865, P. D. Wigginton and J. W. 
Roberton issued the first number of the Weekly Merced Herald. This was not the first 
newspaper which the county had had. Almost three years earlier, in July, 1862, Robert J. 
Steele and his wife, Rowena Granice Steele, started the county's first paper, the Banner, 
which led a rather stormy existence for a time during the Civil War. One "Hall, alias Pierce," 
issued a few numbers of the Merced Democrat—a very few. Wigginton and Robertson were 
both lawyers; you may read their professional cards in the columns of their paper, the earliest 
files of a Merced County paper, so far as we can learn, which are now preserved. In addition, 
Robertson was county judge and Wigginton was district attorney. They ran the paper as 
partners for a few months; but Wigginton sold out his interest to his partner along in the fall, 
and Robertson conducted it alone, with a man named Kennedy as assistant editor. 

        From the columns of the Herald we have gathered the following hodgepodge, which 
taken together gives us a pretty accurate and vivid picture of life in and around Snelling at 
that time. Little would be gained by very much of an attempt at classifying the items; 
probably, on the contrary, the impression will be truer if they are allowed to follow one 
another pretty much as they have been gathered. It is fitting enough that we should start off 
with a political item, and it goes without saying that it will be Democratic. It is from the Herald 
of June 24, 1865; and we may add that the headlines are in such small type that they would 
cause the soul of William Randolph Hearst the most poignant anguish: 

        "Apportionment of Delegates.—The Democratic County Central Committee, at their 
meeting on Saturday the 10th instant, made the following apportionment of delegates to the 
County Convention which each precinct is entitled to in Merced County. They also fixed the 
15th day of July, for the primary election, and set the 22nd day of July as the time for holding 
the County Convention. Snelling is entitled to 5 votes; Stevenson's (sic), 2; Neill's, 2; Forlorn 
Hope, 4; Murray's, 2; Hail's, 1; Mariposa Creek, 2; Anderson's, 2; San Luis Ranch, 1; Beighle's, 1; 
Dry Creek, 1." 

        Note that the item is only two weeks old; those were leisurely days in journalism. Note 
also the location of the precincts, and what it indicates about where the population was—and 
where it wasn't. Snelling and Stevinson's are familiar now. Neill's Ranch was afterwards the 
Shaffer Ranch, where the Oakdale Railroad crosses the Merced River; Forlorn Hope was 
Hopeton; Murray's was at Merced Falls; Dry Creek, north of the Falls and Snelling; Hail's 
Ranch, somewhere out Lone Tree way; Mariposa Creek, in the Plainsburg country; Anderson's, 
apparently somewhere down along the San Joaquin in the Mariposa Island region; San Luis 
Ranch, on the West Side out towards Pacheco Pass; Beighle's Ranch, out about where the 
Phenegar stone house stands, next to the hills east of Le Grand. 

        From the issue of July 15, 1865: "New Masonic and Odd Fellows Hall.—The Masons and 
Odd Fellows of this vicinity have rented the upper story of Mr. Myers' building, on the corner 
of Main and Second Streets, and are completing and finishing a lodge room, to be used by 
both orders. The lodge room is 41 by 22 feet, with anterooms of about 9 feet square. There is 
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plenty of windows for thorough ventilation—and the floor of the lodge is covered with oil 
cloth matting, which will make it at once commodious and pleasant. We learn that both the 
orders named have petitioned to the proper authorities for dispensations, and intend to 
commence 'work' in their mystic rites in Snelling as soon as their petitions are responded to. 
There are a good many members of both these orders in this vicinity, and the establishment 
of lodges here will be a matter of accommodation to the brethren who cannot attend lodge 
meetings at a distance." 

        "No Accounting for Tastes.—It is said that the only portion of the procession in San 
Francisco on the Fourth of July that elicited the cheers or plaudits of the spectators were the 
negroes. At several points—Russ House, for one—the women waved their handkerchiefs, and 
showered bouquets on the sooty sons of Africa. All of these demonstrations were received as 
a matter of course, and Cuffee seemed less excited than his fair admirers. Verily, there is no 
accounting for tastes." 

        Then here is a quotation from the Mariposa Gazette, with the Herald's retort 
discourteous, from the issue of August 5: 

        " The "Democratic" party in Merced County held a convention last week. A county ticket 
was filled out, mostly composed of new men—but few of the old officers being renominated. 
There may be an effort to break party lines, and run a People's ticket in that county. 
"Democracy" has become rather oppressive, and is but another term for humbug.—Mariposa 
Gazette. 

        "If the Democratic Party of Merced County 'knows itself,' and we think it does, it will not 
be humbugged into anything of the kind. We are not a bolting party; that article is 
monopolized by the blacks just now." 

        Immediately following the preceding: "Mariposa Republican Nominees.—The Republican 
Convention of Mariposa County was held on the 29th ult. The nominees are: For Assembly, J. 
W. Wilcox; Sheriff, J. D. Crippen; Clerk, E. B. Rollins; Treasurer, Charles Peregoy; District 
Attorney, E. C. Hartman; Assessor, J. D. Tate. Some of these candidates might stand a show of 
election if they were on the right side, but as it is, it is doubtful." 

        August 5: "Election of School Trustees.—We see, by a posted notice, that there is to be an 
annual election today for three School Trustees for this (Jackson) district . . . The polls are to 
be open at the Court House between the hours of 2 and 5 o'clock P. M." 

        "A Strong Ticket.—The Democracy of Tuolumne have placed at the head of their ticket J. 
M. Mandeville, and followed it up by placing Prentice Mulford on as one of the candidates for 
Assembly. Mandeville is the old 'war horse' of Democracy in Tuolumne. . . . Mulford (Dogberry) 
is a young man of genius, which will not be denied by many of our readers who have read 
some of his witty sarcasms in the columns of the Herald. He will do honor to a seat in the 
Legislature, and is just such a man as ought to be there at the coming session to lift some of 
the Abolitionists 'out of their boots' when they bring up the negro suffrage bill, which of 
course will be done. We cannot speak from the card as regards the balance of the ticket, but 
if they have filled it up with such men as Mandeville and Mulford, there can scarcely be a 
doubt about its triumphant success. Such men cannot be beaten where there is so small 
odds against them as there was last year in good old Tuolumne." 
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        In the same issue the Herald comments as follows on the Republican ticket nominated in 
San Joaquin County: "Altogether the ticket is a very weak one, and might be easily beaten if 
there was an organization in the county opposed to the Republicans." 

        "The Democrats of Siskiyou have nominated a full ticket." (Two are mentioned by name.) 
"If they are a fair sample of the ticket, the Democracy of Siskiyou are in luck. We take it for 
granted that they will elect it." 

        "We see stated that the Sonora and Mono Wagon Road is now in excellent condition. A 
letter to the Independent (Stockton) says it is expected there will be 'considerable ore shipped 
over this road from Blind Springs, Montgomery, and other districts. For four or six animal 
teams, the road cannot be surpassed by any transmontane road in the State.' " 

        Same issue: "Two weeks ago an attempt was made to fire the Chinese portion of 
Mariposa. The Gazette says: 'Late at night a Mexican applied for admission to one of the 
hovels, with which the town abounds, and being refused, he pulled a bottle from his pocket 
and scattered the contents on the house. He then applied a match and started for the 
bushes.' " Thus did the Gazette, in one brief item, affront the yet to be incarnated souls of 
Brisbane, Volstead, and Mr. Babbitt. 

        August 12: "Hon. Schuyler Colfax passed through Snelling on Friday last on his way to Yo 
Semite. He will start on the return trip tomorrow, stop at Hornitos and make a speech on 
Monday next, will be in Stockton on Tuesday and remain there until Wednesday afternoon. 
He will have the freedom of the city at Stockton, take a brandy toddy with Mayor Gray, kiss 
Gen. Cobb, hug the members of the Council, take a squint at the girls, shake hands with the 
military boys and firemen, and leave on the four o'clock boat for San. Francisco. It is 
supposed he has the precinct of Yo Semite all right for the Presidency, and he may carry 
Hornitos should his speech be well received." 

        In the same issue, after news items about Democratic conventions in Stanislaus and 
Mariposa Counties and an intended one in Sacramento County, the Herald says : "Let us give 
the Abs. their quietus in this section of the State. It can be done easy." 

        Same issue: "D. A. Jamison, R. R. Leak, and John H. Foreman elected school trustees of 
Jackson district" (Snelling). 

        "Trustee Election at La Grange.—On Saturday last, an election came off at La Grange, 
Stanislaus County, for one School Trustee. The election was warm and strongly contested. It 
resulted in the choice of John Williams." 

        There were notices of two camp-meetings: The M. E. Church, South, on Gwinn's Ranch, 
on the Merced River, adjoining the old camp ground, near the residence of T. J. Hardwick, 
commencing on the 24th and will include the fourth Saturday and Sunday in August. All are 
invited to attend. 

        "Persons expecting to remain on the Camp Ground over night, will please bring their 
bedding.    J. H. Neal, P. C." 
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        "Camp Meeting.—A camp meeting under the auspices of the Presbyterian Church, 
commenced on Mariposa Creek on Thursday last. We understand that several good 
preachers are on hand. Today and tomorrow a large crowd will no doubt be in attendance. 
Quite a number have gone from this neighborhood." 

        " 'The three cornerstone of the Copperhead platform—Jeff Davis, Mrs. Surratt, and Wilkes 
Booth. Its means of gaining success—assassination, arson, and treason.'—Mariposa Gazette. 

        "The Gazette's platform is slander; the three cornerstones of its party's platform are 
deception, lying, and stealing. The main dependence for success—negro suffrage." 

        "Mariposa Democratic County Convention.—The Democratic Convention of Mariposa 
County met on Saturday last and nominated the following ticket. Assemblyman—T. F. Jenkins; 
Sheriff—J. W. Adams; Dist. Attorney—J. M. Corcoran; Clerk—Angevine Reynolds; Recorder—
Geo. W. Cornell; Assessor—Wm. F. Coffman; Treasurer—Nat. Harbert; Pub. Administrator—J. 
Burckhalter; School Supt.—P. K. Webster; Coroner—Dr. Grandvoinet; Surveyor —R. B. Thomas. 

        "A private letter, dated the 6th, which we are permitted to use, says : 'Lovejoy withdrew 
his name from before the convention in favor of Adams, who was nominated unanimously. 
The ticket is a good one and will be elected. Adams is considered by far the strongest man 
that could have been nominated. He will whip the fight, sure. It was a very large Convention, 
every precinct being represented.' " 

        Alas for prophecy! In the issue of September 9 we read: "The news received from 
Mariposa leaves no doubt of the election of a majority of the Union ticket. Crippen's majority 
over Adams for Sheriff, as far as heard from, is 78. The Democrats will elect the Clerk, District 
Attorney, and Assessor. 

        Here are some advertisements, from the issue of Saturday, August 12: 

        "Galt House, southwest corner of Lewis and Third Streets, Snelling, Merced County, 
California. A. B. Anderson, Proprietor The house is fitted up in first class style; the rooms are 
large and well ventilated and furnished in a style equal to any in California. 

        "The table is supplied with the best the market affords. 

        "The Bar is furnished with the best of Wines, liquors, and cigars. 

        "A fine Billiard Table will always be at the service of those fond of the game. 

        "To Teamsters and Travelers: I have attached to my hotel a Good Corral, and 'Good Stock 
Water,' also Hay, Barley, etc., where the public at large can be accomodated at reasonable 
rates. 

        "A. B. Anderson, Proprietor." 
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        There is a notice of a sheriff's sale of a part of "Rancho Los Panscha Grande Y Los 
Caroselitas" (so it is written) for a judgment of the State against Brent & Crittenden for $58.80 
for taxes for 1864. The sale has been postponed three times by Sheriff E. G. Rector. 

        "Merced Falls Hotel. Joseph Pahle, Proprietor. Merced Falls, between Hornitos and 
Snelling. This house has been fitted up with taste and neatness. The table is supplied with the 
LUXURIES of the season and the BEDS are furnished neatly. 

        "Wines, liquors, and cigars at the bar." 

        "Flour Mill. D. P. Quinlan, Proprietor. To the Merchants and Families of Merced and 
Adjoining Counties: Having leased for a term of years the Flouring Mill known as Murray's Mill, 
I am now prepared to furnish Merchants and Private Families with a superior article of flour. 

        "Warranted good, or no pay. Also on hand at all times Corn Meal, Middlings, Bran and 
Chicken Feed, at lowest market rates. All orders left at the mill will receive prompt attention." 

        We find "ads" of a livery stable, south side of Lewis Street, Geo. Turner and N. Breen, 
proprietors; of the Snelling Meat Market, corner Fourth and Market Streets, Givens & Co.; of 
Skelton & Turner, Lewis Street, Snelling, "dealers in provisions, groceries, wines, liquors, 
clothing, boots, shoes, hats, caps, crockery, glass, and hardware, agricultural implements, 
etc., etc., etc." A. Rosenthal Merced Falls, advertises, "old store, new goods." 

        There is a list of county officers, run every week, as follows: 

        "County Judge, J. W. Robertson; Sheriff, E. G. Rector; County Clerk, R. R. Leak; District 
Attorney, P. D. Wigginton; Recorder, R. R. Leak; Treasurer, D. A. Jamison; County Surveyor, W. 
G. Collier; Assessor, L. P. Wilson; Supt. Public Schools, T. O. Ellis, Sr.; Public Administrator, J. M. 
Strong; Coroner, S. M. Brown." 

        Robertson and Wigginton were the proprietors of the paper, and we shall presently see 
their professional cards. The sheriff's son is now superior judge. The name Leak is familiar in 
Merced; and that of Collier, around Stevinson. We read a little way back of Treasurer 
Jamison's election as one of the trustees of Jackson school district. Assessor Wilson is the 
same Wilson, known to his intimates as "Hookie" Wilson, of whom Henry Nelson remembers 
that he got into the tree during the flood of 1862 and Peter Fee records that he got out of it, 
and we shall see presently that he ran a threshing machine; and Jefferson Price of Le Grand 
tells of going to school when he was a boy to T. O. Ellis, Sr., on Mariposa Creek. 

        Here is the list of professional cards which the Herald carried during this summer. It is 
noteworthy that they are all lawyers—no doctors, although there is an item a little further on 
to the effect that Snelling had two doctors. Doctors' cards appear later, however. The list 
follows: 

        "James W. Robertson, Attorney at Law, Snelling, Office upstairs over Myers' saloon. 

        "P. D. Wigginton, Attorney at Law, Snelling. 
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        "Moore & Montgomery. B. F. Moore, W. S. Montgomery, Sonora. 

        "Campbell & Burckhalter. J. B. Campbell. J. Burckhalter, Mariposa. Office at the Court 
House. 

        "Alexander Deering, Mariposa. Office Sixth Street, between Main and Bullion Streets. 

        "R. H. Ward, Justice of the Peace and Conveyancer, Snelling, Merced County. Office at the 
court house, upstairs. 

        "S. H. P. Ross, Attorney at Law and Justice of the Peace. Office at the court house, 
Snelling." 

        Here's an editorial from the issue of August 19: 

        "The Central Pacific Railroad Company are now paying $40 per month with board, for 
white laborers, whereas, to Chinamen, they pay only $30 per month, without board. Our 
Chinese population is a great curse upon the country. The Celestials are the vampires of the 
Pacific Coast. Every dollar saved from their earnings goes to China—in fact they do not 
patronize us to the extent of half their living." 

        There is an election proclamation by the Governor, published in the issue of August 26, in 
which it is interesting to see how the distribution of assemblymen differs from what it is now. 
San Francisco County gets 12; Sacramento, 5; Eldorado and Nevada, 4 each; Santa Clara, 
Calaveras, Sonoma, Placer, and Yuba, 3 each; Tuolumne and Mono together, 3; Los Angeles, 
Alameda, San Joaquin, Sierra, Butte, and Siskiyou, 2 each; Amador and Alpine together, 2; San 
Diego, San Bernardino, Tulare, Fresno, Mariposa, Santa Cruz, Monterey, San Mateo, Contra 
Costa, Marin, Solano, Mendocino, Sutter, Shasta, Trinity, and Humboldt, 1 each; and the 
following pairs, 1 each: Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo, Merced and Stanislaus, Napa 
and Lake, Plumas and Lassen, Tehama and Colusa, Klamath and Del Norte. 

        Here are but forty-seven counties; twelve of the present counties had not yet been 
created, and Klamath, up between Del Norte and Humboldt, has since ceased to exist. Note 
that among Merced's neighbors, Tulare, Fresno, and Mariposa Counties each had one 
assemblyman, while Merced and Stanislaus together had one; Tuolumne and Mono, over the 
mountains, together had three; San Joaquin, two; and Santa Clara, three; and that Fresno 
then included the present Fresno and Madera, and Tulare the present Tulare, Kern, Kings, and 
Inyo. Note also that El Dorado and Nevada each had twice as many as Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco six time as many. 

        An "ad," August 26: "San Joaquin Valley Agricultural Society's Sixth Annual Fair and 
Industrial Exhibition, to be held in the city of Stockton on Tuesday, September 26, 1865, and 
continue four days." 

        The issue of September 9 contains the following editorial: 

        "The Election.—The election passed off very quietly here, there being no controversy at all 
for any office except that of Assemblyman. For this office there was a good deal of work, 
particularly on the part of the Republicans, who had hopes of electing Mr. Ingalsbe on 
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account of his popularity and the unpopularity of Mr. Ward among a portion of the 
Democratic voters. They labored very hard, and to some extent successfully, reducing the 
Democratic majority for that office to almost nothing. Our returns from the county are 
meagre" (the election had been held only three days before) "but we think we have enough to 
warrant the belief that Ward has carried it by a very small majority. The balance of the 
Democratic ticket is elected by about the usual decisive vote. The vote for Assemblyman in 
this Gibraltar of Democracy, or as it is derisively called by some, 'the South Carolina of 
California,' has surprised all men of all parties; but when it is taken in consideration the many 
disadvantages that Ward had to contend against in making the canvass, it is not so strange 
after all. These are known to our readers, and it is unnecessary for us to repeat them. As far 
as heard from, Ward is five votes ahead of Ingalsbe in this county. This will probably be 
increased some, and the majority may reach twelve or thereabouts. We will give the returns 
in full as soon as we receive them of the whole county—next week if possible. The following is 
the vote for Assemblyman as far as heard from: Snelling: Ward 33, Ingalsbe 51; Forlorn Hope: 
Ingalsbe one majority; Merced Falls: Ward 11, Ingalsbe 16; Mariposa Creek: Ward 35, Ingalsbe 
5; Neill's: Ward 19, Ingalsbe 5; Beighle's, 5 votes, all for Ingalsbe; Anderson's: Ward 3, Ingalsbe 
13. 

        "The Democracy of Stanislaus County deserve all praise for the manful manner they 
conducted the canvass. There was no flinching among them there, but they boldly and 
patriotically marched up to the work under the old Democratic motto, `principia non 
homines.' The result is a glorious Democratic triumph for the whole ticket. Stanislaus has set 
an example worthy of imitation everywhere, and a just source of pride to themselves. Their 
ticket is elected by an average majority of about one hundred. This elects our Assemblyman 
by a clever majority in the district. All hail, Democratic Stanislaus!  P. S. —Since the above was 
in type, we have heard a rumor that all the precincts in this county have been heard from, 
and that Ward leads Ingalsbe eight votes." 

        Same issue: "Screw Loose.—There must be a screw loose in Mariposa County. In all the 
counties heard from (except Merced) there is a large Democratic gain; Tuolumne, Calaveras, 
Stanislaus, Sacramento, San Joaquin, and even San Francisco, have shown large Democratic 
gains, while our 'Butterfly' neighbor seems to be sliding a little backward in the good old 
cause. Boys, tighten up the screw next time. You have the material, if you will only put it to 
work rightly. Don't stand 'there all the day idle.' Go to work, and work together, and you will 
win, sure, on the next turn." 

        The following was quoted from an Eastern paper: "A Novel Race.—A novel race took 
place in Poughkeepsie in July between a steam road wagon and a pedestrian named 
Rensley, resulting in favor of the wagon, which came in eight rods ahead. The conditions of 
the race were: The wagon had to run two miles to Rensley's one. A contest between the 
wagon and a trotting horse was also won by the wagon. 

        "School Commenced.—A school was commenced on Monday last in Snelling, by Mr. F. 
Cave as teacher. A good number of pupils were in attendance this week, and we learn there 
will be more in a few days. We are truly glad to make this announcement, as we had been 
without a school for a long time. Mr. Cave is a quiet and unobtrusive gentleman, and 
commences his school work with the confidence of the community. We wish him abundant 
success." 
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        This issue of September 9, 1865, appeared on yellow paper—and thereby hangs a tale. 
The issue of the 9th says: 

        "Yellow Paper.—We make our appearance this week on yellow paper, because we have 
no other kind to print on. We sent to San Francisco a month ago for printing paper, which 
was promptly sent by our agent to a commission house in Stockton—Pache & Co. Two weeks 
ago we got a teamster's bill of lading for the paper, "shipped, in good order," from the above 
house, but from some cause or other, we have never received or heard of it since. We know 
not where to throw the blame for this culpable carelessness—whether it is the fault of the 
shipper or the teamster—but one thing we do know, and that is, it places us in a very 
awkward position. We have to ask the pardon of our readers for the bad appearance of our 
paper. The quality of paper used would not bear wetting to prepare it for the press, and had 
to be printed dry; in consequence, the impression of the type is defective. We hope we will not 
again be placed in this kind of fix; surely we will not if we can avoid it." 

        The following week appears: "Another Apology.—We dislike to be compelled to make 
apologies to the readers of the Herald; but, situated as we have been in regard to printing 
paper, we deem it due to ourselves to give the reason of our paper appearing in the 
afternoon instead of the morning, as usual. The paper that was due us full three weeks ago, 
has never come to hand at all, and probably never will. We had to send another order to San 
Francisco for paper, which, fortunately, came to hand yesterday evening, by stage, just in 
time for us to get out our issue this afternoon. We did hear that our paper had been 
forwarded to Morley's Ferry, on the Tuolumne River, but after going to the expense of hiring a 
horse and buggy, and losing our time from other business for a day, on arriving at the 
designated place, we learned it was not there and never had been. This disappointment and 
extra expense to us all arises from awkwardness or carelessness on the part of the 
forwarding merchants at Stockton—Pache & Co. They shipped the paper to Morley's, when its 
destination was Snelling. We could more easily get a package from Stockton or San 
Francisco than from Morley's Ferry, unless we were informed by the shippers where it was 
forwarded to. This was not done, by the firm mentioned." 

        On Saturday, September 30, appears the following: "The Missing Paper.—That paper we 
made so much fuss about, two weeks ago, came to hand on Saturday last with an 
explanatory letter from Mr. J. Pache, of Stockton. Mr. Pache, it seems, had placed confidence 
in a teamster, who neglected to carry our package as ordered and consequently it was left in 
Stockton. It is all right now, and we hope we will have no cause to complain again in a similar 
way. Mr. Pache, no doubt, felt as bad about the matter as we did, as he prides himself on his 
attention to business, and no doubt this is the first time any one has had cause to complain 
of his dereliction in business for the several years he has been known in Stockton." 

        The story is resurrected here for the light it sheds on transportation in California sixty 
years ago. Incidentally, the yellow paper which the Herald so mysteriously had on hand in the 
crisis, and for which it felt called upon to apologize, reads as easily and clearly today as the 
white paper on which the printer's best art was lavished. Still more reminiscent of the story of 
the Portuguese and the pump handle is an item we read in the issue of September 16, 1865, 
entitled: 

        "Camp Meeting and Horse Stealing.—A camp meeting has been going on since the 8th, 
at Branche's Ferry, on the Tuolumne, a few miles below La Grange. . . ." The story then relates 
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that three young men rode to the camp meeting, and left their saddle horses hitched in the 
bushes near by. They went out from time to time to see if their horses were all right, and 
about 11 P. M. found one of them gone, and from the indications concluded it had been 
stolen. Whereupon Editor Robertson launches into a scathing denunciation of horse-thieves 
and all their works. And then: 

        "Later.—Since the above was in type, we are informed that the horse spoken of was 
found by the owner straying around loose in the neighborhood. The temporary absence of 
the caballo was likely produced by the high proof of the water he drank. Quien sabe?" 

        More politics, from the issue of September 9: "Spurious Tickets. —We warned the people 
in our last issue to be on the lookout for spurious tickets. At the time we gave the warning, we 
did not know certainly that there would be any fraudulent tickets printed; but merely 
surmised that such a trick might be resorted to, taking for our basis of calculation that a 
Republican was not honest in politics, and would not do to trust. The thing turned out 
precisely as we expected, and tickets with all the Democratic nominees, except Ward, the 
nominee for Assembly, were thrown loose, even at Snelling, early in the day, and a good 
many of them were voted with Ingalsbe's name for that office. The fraud was very soon 
discovered; but the discovery amounted to nothing. The tickets thus printed served an 
excellent purpose for 'bolters,' who intended to vote for Ingalsbe, at all events, but did not 
wish to do so openly. How men professing to be Democrats can reconcile this course of 
conduct to themselves is a mystery to us." 

        "Fire.—The house and barn of Mr. John Julian, with their contents, about four miles below 
this place, were destroyed by fire on Wednesday morning last. How the fire originated is not 
known, but it is supposed to have caught from the stove pipe, which ran up through an old 
fashioned stick and mud chimney. Mr. Julian had cooked breakfast that morning, and after 
attending to some other affairs on the ranch, started to town to the election, and had barely 
reached here when news came informing him of his accident. The barn contained about 
1200 bushels of barley, of which it is thought about half will be saved." 

        September 16: "Hurrah for Tulare.—The Democracy of Tulare County have elected their 
entire legislative and county ticket by handsome majorities. Hons. J. W. Freeman and J. C. 
Brown are both re-elected to their respective positions by increased majorities over two 
years ago. Again we say, hurrah for Tulare." 

        "For Millerton.—A company of cavalry soldiers passed through this place on Monday last, 
under command of Captain Loring, on their way to Millerton (Fort Miller). We are told they go 
hence to make winter quarters at that place. They were apparently a pretty well behaved set 
of boys; still they could not pass this office without casting a slur on Democratic printing 
offices. This only showed ill breeding in those of them who indulged in it. They may yet learn 
better as they grow older, and common sense and experience take the place of ignorance 
and duplicity. We learn also that the soldiers who have been stationed for some time at 
Visalia, left that place last week for the same destination. Fort Miller, Millerton, will probably 
be a lively camp this winter. 

        A little later the editor tells of a trip he made to Millerton, where he found most of the 
people a good deal excited over what was believed to be a rich copper strike. 
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        "Religious Revival.—On Friday last a protracted meeting was commenced at Forlorn 
Hope by the Christian denomination. The meeting was conducted under the guidance and 
instruction of Elder D. McSwain. Up to Tuesday, nineteen persons had joined the church. 
Monday the solemn rites of baptism, by emersion (according to the doctrine of that faith), 
were administered to six, and Tuesday to eight more. This is quite a harvest for the old and 
respected Elder, and we are told that he rejoices with 'exceeding great joy' over the inroads 
he has made in the tabernacle of Satan. May success continue to crown his efforts in the 
'good fight'." 

        "Preaching.—Elder D. McSwain preached a sermon at the Court House in this place on 
Wednesday night last. His discourse was listened to with great attention by a large 
audience." 

        September 16: "Homicide.—On Sunday night last a difficulty arose at a liquor shop in the 
neighborhood of Forlorn Hope between Lawson Rogers and Henry Delavan, both employed 
on a threshing machine belonging to L. P. Wilson. On Monday morning the parties met at a 
house, where they had been boarding, when the quarrel was resumed at the instigation of 
Rogers, and resulted in his death. Immediately after the killing Mr. Delavan came to town and 
gave himself up to the authorities. The case was brought before Justice Ward on Monday for 
investigation, but was postponed until Tuesday on account of witnesses. The testimony in the 
case went entirely to show that Delavan acted purely in self defense. Rogers had threatened, 
after the difficulty between the two parties on Sunday night, that he would kill Delavan on 
sight. This threat was communicated to Delavan, who kept out of his (Roger's) way to avoid, if 
possible, any further difficulty with him. Next morning, however, when the parties met, 
Rogers, in a menacing and threatening manner, made demonstrations, with his hand on his 
pistol, as if to carry his oft repeated threats into execution, whereupon Delavan drew his 
pistol and shot him twice, one ball, according to the inquest, held on the body by Justice Ross, 
. . . taking effect in his right breast, and the other in the abdomen. . . . The deceased lived but a 
short time after the shooting. We learn he was a native of Tennessee, but came to California 
from Arkansas, and about forty-five to fifty years of age. After hearing the testimony, Justice 
Ward, after a few words of admonition to Delavan, discharged him and dismissed the case." 

        September 23,1865: "Election News.—Plumas and Lassen have elected Goodwin, (Dem.) 
to the Assembly. Klamath has elected the whole Democratic ticket. Colusa and Tehama have 
elected W. S. Long, (Democrat) to the Assembly. Sierra goes Republican by a small majority. 
Full returns from Siskiyou show that E. Wadsworth, (Rep.) is elected to the Senate, and T. H. 
Steele, (Rep.) and J. K. Luttrell, (Dem.) Assemblymen. 

        "El Dorado.—The Mountain Democrat of the 16th instant says. `The result of the recent 
election in this county shows that the people have ceased to be gulled by the hifalutin clap 
trap of such shoddy patriots as have been ruling them for the past two years, and have 
returned to reason'." 

        "Rise in the Merced.—During the present week, the water in the Merced River at this place 
rose several inches. What the cause of this rise in the water, at this season of the year, can as 
well be divined by our readers as by us. There must have been rain in the mountains, or there 
must have been extraordinarily warm weather high up in the summit of the Sierras, to thaw 
out ravines and recesses on the North side of the peaks, where 'snows perpetually lie'." 

 117 



        On September 30 there is an editorial entitled "A Valedictory," by P. D. Wigginton, in which 
he announces his retirement from the partnership, and one "To Our Patrons," by J. W. 
Robertson, announcing that the paper will continue to be Democratic, bespeaking continued 
support of the public, and introducing J. B. Kennedy, who "will be associated with us in the 
future, as assistant editor." 

        October 7, 1865: "Fatal Rencounter at Mariposa.—On Saturday evening last, at Mariposa, 
a rencounter took place between one Chris. Wilson, and James H. Lawrence, editor of the 
Free Press. We have heard several versions of the affair so varied and contradictory that we 
will not attempt to give them as true. Lawrence was arrested on Sunday and was held over 
till Monday for examination. At the investigating trial he was discharged. On Tuesday Wilson 
died. He was said to be a quarrelsome disagreeable man when drinking, but when sober 
right the contrary. On this occasion he was under the influence of liquor, and it is said made 
threats against Lawrence before the shooting." 

        "Executed.—Thomas B. Poole, who was tried and convicted of stage robbery, and the 
killing of Deputy Sheriff Staples, of El Dorado County, in July, 1864, was executed in 
Placerville, on Friday. September 29th. In regard to the execution the Mountain Democrat 
says . . ." (tells of the calmness of the condemned). 

        October 14: "Conference of the Methodist Church." (The story states that the conference 
convened in San Francisco October 4 and remained in session until the 9th, and that 
appointments for the following year were made for the following districts: San Francisco, 
Petaluma, Marysville, Stockton, Oregon, Jacksonville.) 

        "Stockton District.—J. C. Burchard, P. E.; Drytown Circuit, G. W. Wood, Supply; Michigan 
Bar, W. M. Armstrong; Visalia, E. B. Lockley; Mariposa, J. O. Forsman; Clear Creek, J. N. Turner; 
Snelling, J. C. Pendergrast; Knight's Ferry, J. H. Neal; Millerton, L. J. Hedgepeth; Montezuma, J. 
Hedgepeth; Vallecito, to be supplied; Calaveras, B. C. Howard; French Camp, George W. 
Howard; Liberty and Mokelumne Run, W. M. Culp." 

        October 21: "Homicide at Clear Creek.—A man by the name of Joseph Heuston was killed 
by one Thomas P. Martin at Havilah, Clear Creek, September 25th. Martin was brouht to 
Visalia and loded in jail." 

        October 7, 1865: "The Earth Quake.—The earth quake which took place here on Sunday 
last, seems to have been a general thing all over the southern part of the State. In San 
Francisco and Santa Cruz it was particularly severe, creating great alarm among the people 
and not a little damage to property. In San Francisco there is scarcely a brick building in the 
city uninjured, while in Santa Cruz, says a dispatch to the Bulletin, 'there was a general 
tumbling down of chimneys, and those left standing were turned partially around . . . The 
losses are estimated at $10,000, but may exceed that amount.' We (the Herald) have not 
heard of any person having been killed though in San Francisco we notice that two Chinese 
and one Alex. Bridger, Secretary of the Olympic Club, were seriously but not fatally hurt. It 
seems that great consternation existed in that city. . . . At this place it was felt by very few, 
and those who did feel it describe the shock as being very light, but corresponding in the 
main with the accounts given by the San Francisco papers." 
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        In the issue of October 7 is an editorial entitled "A Bright Future" about the silver mines of 
the Montgomery and Blind Springs district in Mono County, which praises the Sonora and 
Mono road as the best across the Sierras, and points out the market which may be expected 
to result to San Joaquin Valley farmers from the mining activity there. 

        October 21, 1865: "Terrible Steamboat Disaster.—The steamer Yosemite, plying between 
San Francisco and Sacramento, blew up at Rio Vista on the Sacramento River, about 6 :30 
o'clock P. M. on the 13th inst. The Yosemite had landed at Rio Vista and had discharged from 
freight. She was just leaving the wharf when one of her boilers bursted, killing probably one 
hundred persons and scalding as many more. The cause of the explosion is supposed to be 
some defect in the iron of which the boiler was made. The following are the names of the 
persons whose bodies have been recovered and recognized. . ." (Here follow the names of a 
dozen white people) " and thirty Chinamen and one Chinawomen. Many are supposed to 
have been blown in the river and in all probability will never be recovered." 

        In the same issue: "Our town has four stores, three saloons, one hotel, one livery stable, 
two blacksmith shops, two carpenter shops, one wheel wright shop, one tin shop, one boot 
and shoe shop, one barber shop, one printing office, and one school house. We have four 
lawyers, two doctors, two surveyors, one school teacher, three printers, two editors, four 
blacksmiths, three carpenters, two wheel wrights, one shoemaker, one barber, and loafers, 
bummers, and hangers around in proportion. Some town this." 

        Same issue: "Hall, alias Pierce, who edited the Merced Democrat, for a short time at this 
place, was seen about two weeks ago by a friend of ours. Pierce said he was on his way to 
Van Couver's Island. He denied having anything to do with horse stealing in Tulare County, 
and said his being with the thieves was accidental. It seems that Pierce's statement about his 
being innocent of horse stealing was true, for he was at the time afoot, and his feet were so 
sore that he could hardly navigate." 

        Same issue: "The Indians and Chinese on the Merced River have suffered terribly this fall 
with chills and fever. Many of them have died and a great many are now sick. Through their 
ignorance in the management of the disease it has turned to congestive chills or typhoid 
fever, which carried many of them to Kingdom Come. Some of the Chinese have been 
prevailed on by the whites to take quinine, and are loud in their praise of that valuable 
medicine. `Muche likee John'." 

        Same issue: "Of Earth Quakes.—The San Jose Mercury is informed by John Gilroy, an old 
Californian, that in the year 1813 an earth quake shook down all the buildings in that part of 
the country, even the cattle became frightened, running and bellowing in every direction." 

        Same issue: "A man named William E. Thornburg, a store keeper on Sullivan's Creek, in 
Tuolumne County, was found murdered in his store on the 12th inst. The back of his head 
was beaten to a jelly, and more than twenty knife wounds were found in his body. He was 
evidently murdered for his money, but who the perpetrators are is not known." 

        Same issue, an advertisement: "Lumber, Lumber. At the new circular saw mill of J. F. 
Greeley, five miles above Coulterville. The undersigned would respectfully inform the public of 
Merced and surrounding counties that he is now prepared to furnish all kinds of dimension 
lumber at reasonable rates. Lumber of the best quality sawed out of the best sugar pine, 
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constantly kept on hand. All orders sent to the mill will be promptly filled. Having a number of 
good teams in splendid running order, I am prepared to deliver lumber in either of the 
counties of Mariposa, Merced, Tuolumne, or Stanislaus at the shortest notice. All orders must 
be addressed to me at Coulterville or at the mill. J. F. Greeley." 

        Same issue: "We see by our exchanges that Mrs. Rowena Granice Steele, assisted by her 
son, George Granice, is giving parlor entertainments in the Southern counties of the State." 

        Same issue: "Editorial. Mails and Mail Routes.—We call the attention of our readers to our 
La Grange correspondence, to be found in another column, particularly to that portion which 
refers to the proposed mail route between Knight's Ferry and this place. The route spoken of 
by our correspondent is one which has long been needed, and one, too, which with a little 
trouble and time spent in getting up a petition and forwarding it to the proper authority, 
might be had. There is no department of our government so much neglected as that of the 
post office, and no State in the Union labors under so many disadvantages as California for 
the lack of proper mail facilities. In this county we have but three post offices, and in many 
instances persons are compelled to travel as far as thirty miles to get their mail . . . There are 
but two routes by which the mail is carried, one by the stage running from Stockton to 
Mariposa, and the other from Knight's Ferry to Murray's Bridge, on horseback. . . There is a 
coach running from Sonora, Tuolumne County, through La Grange, to Hornitos, Mariposa 
County, and with a little encouragement in the way of a mail contract, it would, instead of 
running to Murray's Bridge, run direct from La Grange to this place. . . . Now we would 
suggest to our citizens to get up a petition asking for a route from some point on the Sonora 
road (say the Crimea House) through La Grange and this place to Hornitos. We would then 
not only have convenient mail facilities, but we would have a general benefit to the 
community. We suggest the Crimea House for this reason, it is situated about twelve miles 
from Knight's Ferry at the junction of the Sonora and La Grange roads, and all mail matter 
sent from Knight's Ferry, Copperopolis, and other towns in that section, to La Grange, 
Snelling, and other points south, could be stopped at that office and sent directly to its 
destination, instead of, as is now the case, going by way of Stockton. But if we cannot do this, 
let us do the next best thing, and petition for the route referred to by our correspondent, and 
have a mail carried on horseback. . . ." 

        The inadequacy of mail facilities inspired another editorial on December 9, 1865: 

        "Post Office at Forlorn Hope.—We understand that the people of Forlorn Hope and 
vicinity are circulating a petition for the reestablishment of the post office at that place. A 
post office in that locality is something that has long been needed, and we hope the efforts of 
the people to have it re-established will be successful. But while they are about it would it not 
be better at the same time to petition for an office at Hill's Ferry and another at the San Luis 
Ranch, and get a route from that place to this ? The stage running from San Jose to Visalia 
passes the San Luis, and all the mail from Monterey, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, and other 
counties south, could be brought to that point, and by the establishment of the route above 
named the mail could be carried by way of Hill's Ferry to this place, on horse back, where is 
would connect with the stage now carrying the mail from Stockton to Mariposa. It would 
certainly be a great convenience to a large number of citizens residing on the Merced and 
San Joaquin Rivers, both in this county and Stanislaus, who are now obliged to get their mail 
either at this place or Stockton. We would like to see a petition in circulation; we are sure that 
every body will sign it. Now is the time to get it up. The mail contracts will be let in February. 
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Our county, as we have before had occasion to remark, is sadly in need of post offices and 
post routes, and the sooner we petition for them the sooner we will get them. There is 
probably not a man in the whole county who is not in favor of the proposed route from 
Snelling to the San Luis Ranch, and yet no one will take the trouble to draw up and circulate 
the proper petition." 

        We have seen a notice of the formation of a lodge of Masons and one of Odd Fellows. In 
the issue of October 28, 1865, we find lodge advertisements as follows: 

        "I. O. O. F., Willow Lodge, No. 121, Meets every Friday evening at Masonic and Odd 
Fellows Hall, Snelling. R. R. Leak, N. G., J. W. Robertson, Sec'y." 

        "F. & A. M., Merced Lodge, U. D. Regular Meetings at Masonic and Odd Fellows Hall, 
Snelling, on the Saturday of or next succeeding the full moon. P. D. Wigginton, Sec'y. 

            "G. G. G. The Grand Council of the Order of Guinters, meet every —— evening in La 
Grange, P. Kiernan, W. R. G. M. G., Caleb Dawson, R. G. C. T." 

        We note the letters U. D. after the name Merced Lodge, in the Masonic notice, which the 
present secretary of Yosemite Lodge in Merced explains mean "under dispensation." In the 
following week's notice we find these letters have given place to the number 176. 

        October 21, 1865: "Mount Hood, Oregon, is casting up its accounts. Immense volumes of 
black smoke is now to be seen, from the valley below issuing from the crater. Wonder if it has 
anything to do with the late earth quake." 

        "Shooting and Cattle Stealing.—A shooting affair took place on Saturday the 14th inst. 
near the mouth of the Merced River, in this county, in which a Mexican named Hidalgo was 
seriously but not mortally wounded. The circumstances, as near as we have been able to 
learn them, are about as follows: On the morning of the day mentioned, Hidalgo came to the 
house of Judge Belt, living in that neighborhood, and was very lavish with his abuse of the 
Judge and the American population generally. And on being ordered to leave, drew a six 
shooter, when he and Judge Belt exchanged shots. . . . The Mexican then left. Later in the day 
as Judge Belt was passing up the river about a mile above his place, he found this fellow 
Hidalgo and another Mexican, a boy named Francisco Hidal, skinning a beef, the property of 
Wm. D. McFarlane, which they had stolen. Upon approaching them, Hidalgo drew his pistol 
and fired at Judge Belt, who returned the fire with a double barreled shot gun, the load taking 
effect in his face and head. Judge Belt immediately gave himself up, and upon an 
examination, before Justice Ward, was discharged. The two Mexicans are in the custody of 
the Sheriff, awaiting an examination on the charge of cow stealing." 

        October 28: "Copperopolis Railroad.—The Stockton Herald says the railroad to 
Copperopolis is under such headway that its completion may be looked upon as a fixed fact. . 
. ." 

        Two advertisements, from the same issue: "San Francisco Purchasing Agency.—The 
undersigned will attend to the purchasing and forwarding of goods of every description, 
either in large or small quantities. All orders (except where the goods are to be sent through 
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Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Express) must be accompanied by the cash. J. J. Knowlton & Co., N. E. 
corner Montgomery & Sutter." 

        "Grade Bros.' Newspaper and Periodical Department.—Newspapers and magizines 
received by mail and express. A large supply always on hand, including monthly and 
quarterly magazines, daily and weekly papers, etc., etc., for sale at their establishment, Main 
Street, Hornitos, or delivered to regular subscribers. Connected with the above we still carry 
on our shaving and hair dressing saloon and will devote our attention and services to those 
of the public who may favor us with their patronage. N. B.—Particular attention, in this line, 
paid to travelers. W. A. Grade & Bro. Hornitos." 

        "Saddle and Harness Maker.—Mr. La Croix, formerly of La Grange, we are pleased to say 
has opened a saddle and harness shop in town. This is something that we have long needed. 
Mr. La Croix is a good workman and we doubt not will do a good business." 

        "Still They Come.—Those large lumber teams of J. F. Greeley still continue to make their 
regular trips, 'loaded down to the guard.' Greeley sells more lumber than any other mill in the 
Mountains. Everybody buys lumber from Greeley." Evidently Greeley was in advance of his 
time in getting advertising . 

        "The Sonora and Mono Road, says the Sonora Democrat, is now in fine condition, and 
large teams are coming and going daily. Immense quantities of goods are being transported 
by this route to Aurora, and other points over the mountains." 

        "Thanks.—We were presented this week, by Mr. Saml. R. Gwin, with a pear grown on his 
ranch weighing a little over three pounds. It was large enough to feed a whole family." 

        In the issue of October 14, 1865, appears a proclamation of the board of supervisors, 
made pursuant to one by the Governor, ordering an election held for two justices of the 
peace in Township Number One and two in Township Number Two. "The following persons 
were appointed Inspectors and Judges at the different precincts in the said county, to-wit : 

        "Dry Creek.—I. N. Ward, Inspector; John Birkhead and T. M. McKennon, Judges. 
Snelling.—Geo. Turner, Inspector; G. W. Halstead and J. B. Kennedy, Judges. Merced Falls.—S. 
K. Spears, Inspector; P. Lynch and Wm. Nelson, Judges. Forlorn Hope.—A. Ingalsbe, Inspector; 
W. B. Thompson and J. M. Strong, Judges. Neill's Ranch.—Wm. N. Neill, Inspector; A. C. 
McSwain and A. Pruitt, Judges. Stevenson's (so it is spelled).—A. Stevenson, Inspector; W. C. 
Turner and W. L. Silman, Judges. San Luis Ranch.—H. Lambert, Inspector; People appoint 
judges. Anderson's.—J. K. Mears, Inspector; A. Rodgers and John Anderson, Judges. Beighle's 
—H. Beighle, Inspector; People appoint judges. Mariposa Creek. —P. Y. Welch, Inspector; 
Thomas Price and J. C. C. Russel, Judges. Hail's Ranch.—R. Hail, Inspector ; M. O. Barber and J. 
C. Hail, Judges. . . . Silas March, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, R. R. Leak, Clerk." 

        July 22, 1865: "Religious Services.—Rev. T. O. Ellis will hold divine service at the Court 
House, in Snelling, tomorrow (Sunday) at 11 o'clock A. M. and half past 7 P. M." 

        "Accident at Mariposa Creek.—We learn that on Tuesday last, near Mariposa Creek, a 
severe but not fatal accident occurred, as follows: It seems that Mrs. Price and Mrs. Lewis, in 
company with a little girl, were taking a drive to a neighbor's house. Some part of the gearing 
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became disarranged. The horses became frightened and unmanageable and, running away, 
smashed up the vehicle in which the party were riding. Mrs. Lewis and the little girl were both 
pretty badly injured, but as fortune would have it, not dangerously so." 

        "Burglary and Theft. An Exciting Chase.—The Mariposa Free Press says the store of A. G. 
Black, on Bull Creek, was entered by a party of Chinamen, three in number, and robbed of a 
large amount of clothing, boots, and fancy articles. The thieves entered through the door, 
which was fastened with a padlock, by prying out the staple. After loading themselves with 
plunder they decamped and came to a halt near Greeley's mill, where they stowed their 
goods behind an old log and partly covered them with brush. Here they were discovered by 
Mr. Shehan, who informed some other men, and a party immediately started in pursuit. One 
of the rascals was caught near the head of Maxwell's Creek, and another discovered by Tim. 
Shehan in Chinatown. He seized him by the collar of his coat, but John dextrously threw his 
arms behind him, and made a dive, leaving Tim. in possession of his garment, and taking to 
the hills. Three Indians armed with bows and arrows were deputized to arrest him, and 
started in pursuit. After a lively race about three miles, he was overtaken, and together with 
the other one, brought over to Mariposa and lodged in jail. The third one has not yet been 
taken." 

        November 4: "Grand Jury.—The following is the list of the Grand Jurors drawn for the 
November Term of the County Court, which meets on Monday next: S. K. Spears, J. B. Helms, 
Dan Yeiser, T. C. Dean, Wm. Winn, J. T. Stockird, J. B. Bennet, C. F. Bludworth, W. B. Thompson, 
N. S. Hazelton, J. J. Taylor, Joseph M. Stith, Saml. Scott, George Wilcox, John Hanks." 

        Now is added to the professional cards that of "John M. Corcoran, Attorney and 
Counselor at Law. Office—At the Court House, Mariposa." 

        November 17: "Thanks.—Mr. J. A. Robinson has placed us under obligations for a bottle of 
his fine grape Brandy, made at his distillery on the ranch formerly owned by Mr. Ostrander, 
but which was recently purchased by Mr. Robinson. After testing its quality and pronouncing 
it a good article, we laid it away in a secure place where we intend keeping it until it (the 
bottle) gets old." 

        There is another professional card, that of "John W. Bost, Surveyor and Civil Engineer. Will 
do all kinds of surveying on short notice and on reasonable terms. Particular attention paid to 
drawing maps, &c, &c." And there is a "Notice of Dissolution of Partnership of A. Ingalsbe and 
D. E. Ingalsbe," dated November 13th. 

        In the issue of November 28 appears the professional card of "Dr. J. A. Hamilton, 
Physician and Surgeon, Snelling, Merced Co., California. Would respectfully tender his 
professional services to the citizens of Merced County. Office—Corner Green and Third 
Streets." 

        "Lost—On Sunday, Nov. 5, between Snelling and Forlorn Hope, a double cased gold 
watch. Thomas Eagleson." 

        December 2: "Bold Robbery.—On last Tuesday evening about dark Mr. Wm. Arther, who 
drives a peddling wagon for Mr. Gwinn of this county, was stopped by three men, and robbed 
of thirty-one dollars. It took place a short distance from the stone house situated on Dry 
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Creek, and on the road leading from that place to La Grange. Fortunately Mr. A. had his 
money in two purses, one containing silver and the other gold. The one containing silver 
being a little heavy and unhandy to carry, he had thrown it into a box in the back part of the 
wagon; this he saved. He does not remember ever to have seen either of the men before, but 
thinks one of them was a Mexican. When ordered to stop one of the scoundrels threw a riatta 
on one of his horses and held them until the money was handed over. The team, we 
understand, was returning from the mountains where it had been with a load of apples." 

        Same issue: "Hon. W. S. Montgomery left on yesterday morning's stage for the Capital, to 
take his place in the Senate among the assembled wisdom of the State." 

        December 2, 1865: "John S. Watts, who was indicted in this county for cattle stealing in 
March last, but whose trial was removed to Fresno County, has been convicted and 
sentenced to the State Prison for two years." 

        December 9: "Agents for the Weekly Merced Herald: San Francisco, J. J. Knowlton & Co.; 
Stockton, M. Magner; Knight's Ferry, A. Hewel; La Grange, Wm. Floto; Hornitos, Wm. A. Grade; 
Princeton, M. Hagerty; Millerton, Jeff. Shannon." 

        "Thanks.—Mr. S. P. Jackson has our thanks for an arm full of huge sweet potatoes raised 
on the ranch of Jackson and Henderson. They are the largest and best we have seen this 
year." 

        "Our fellow townsman, John C. Breen, has been elected Copying Clerk of the Assembly." 

        December 16: "Mr. Erastus Eagleson, our traveling agent, will in a short time visit the 
counties of Mariposa and Stanislaus in the capacity of canvasser and collector for this paper. 
He is authorized to receive and receipt for all monies due this office. Mr. Eagleson will soon 
also make a thorough canvass of this county." (The editor goes on to state that the 
subscription price of the Herald is $5 a year, and that he hopes to secure 300 subscribers in 
this county. He bespeaks the support of the Democracy in particular.) 

        "Notice is hereby given that Wm. H. Turner, Chas. M. Blair, R. R. Leak, and James W. 
Robertson, having been duly appointed and created a County Board of Examination for 
Merced County, they will meet the County Superintendent of said county at the School House, 
in the town of Snelling, on Saturday the 30th day of December, 1865, at 9 o'clock. All persons 
wishing to qualify as teachers, and all teachers holding limited certificates, attend. 

        "T. O. Ellis, Sr., County Supt." 

        December 23: "Editorial. The Child is Born.—If the election of Cole to the United States 
Senate is an indication of the prevailing sentiment of our legislators, and if they correctly 
represent their constituency, California may be set down among the foremost of Radical 
States. . . ." 

        "Drawn Off.—The stage heretofore running between Sonora and Hornitos has been 
drawn off. . . ." 
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        "Snow.—The inhabitants of this burg and surrounding country were surprised on Monday 
morning last on arising from their slumbers, to see everything outside covered with snow, 
which had fallen during the night to the depth of about three inches. . . . This is more snow 
than has ever been known to fall at one time in this Valley since its settlement by the 
Americans, and we believe it is the third time that snow has been known to fall in that length 
of time, at least we do not remember to have seen it more than that number of times. The 
hills south of town remained white for several days, and even now after the expiration of 
almost a week, it has not all melted." 

        "Since the late snow storm our attention has been called to the muddy condition of the 
streets of this metropolis. It requires some skill in navigation to make the trip from the palatial 
structure from which the Herald is issued to the storied edifice where Ah Li presides over our 
chemuck department, and furthermore the route is about the driest in the burg." 

        December 30, 1865: "Personal.—Hon. R. H. Ward, our member of Assembly, and John C. 
Breen, Esq., one of the copying clerks of that body, improving the opportunity afforded by the 
adjournment of the Legislature, returned home this week to spend Christmas. The former 
accompanied by Mrs. W., a late addition to the Ward family. . . ." 

        "The Hunt.—Last Saturday the young men of this immediate vicinity had rare sport 
hunting. Two or three days before, two captains were chosen, who in turn chose several 
privates. . . . The penalty was the dinner for the winners. . . . The following persons 
participated, and the number of points made by each is shown: 

"R. R. Leak, Captain, 16; H. A. Skelton, 37; Coley Fitzhugh, 28; Geo. W. Halstead, Jr., 50; James 
Halstead, 22—total, 153. E. G. Rector, Captain, 21; Wm. James, 13; S. L. Anderson, 42½; E. J. 
Simon, 17; C. M. Blair, 35—total, 1281/2. 

        "Everything was on the square with the single exception of a few tame ducks rung in by 
a certain county official." 

        Editor Robertson was a guest at the banquet. 

        In the issue of January 6, 1866, we read: "Col. B. F. Moore, for many years a member of 
the Sonora bar, died at Stockton on Monday night last. . . ." In the next issue appears the 
professional card of "W. C. Montgomery, Attorney at Law, Office at Snelling." Moore & 
Montgomery had been maintaining an office at Snelling, as well as one at Sonora, before 
Moore's death. 

        Other professional cards appearing about this time are those of B. D. Horr, Attorney and 
Counselor at Law, Knight's Ferry, Stanislaus Co., and Dr. H. H. White, Surgeon Dentist, who 
announced that he would be at the Galt House on December 15, 1865, for a few days. 

        In the issue of January 20, 1866, we read: "Wednesday the Stockton stage failed to reach 
this place on account of high water in Dry Creek. . . . In the following issue, after relating that 
"Last Sunday and Sunday evening the rain came down in torrents," the editor states that they 
feared another flood like the one of 1862. 
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        The weather evidently remained pretty damp, for in the paper of February 3, 1866, he 
writes: "Ye City Fathers, Attention.—The other day a loaded wagon from Stockton bogged 
down right here within the corporation limits, nearly opposite this office. . . ." 

        February 3: "We learn that the ferry boat owned by Mr. John Ivett, which was built by him 
and placed below Murray's Mill on this river, has been sold to John Roberts, to be used at his 
ferry on the Tuolumne—his boat being the one spoken of last week as being washed down 
stream. Mr. Roberts intends to bring his new ferry boat down the Merced into the San 
Joaquin and from thence have it towed by the small steamer running on the last named river, 
up to his ferry on the Tuolumne. He is unable just at present to get it done on account of low 
water, but as soon as we have another rise in the river he says he will pass Snelling with 
colors flying. Look out for the engine when the bell rings." 

        In the issue of February 10, and in that of the 17th, we find two characteristic items 
which may serve to close this chapter of impressions of the first year after the Civil War in 
Merced County. 

        On the 10th: "Stolen Cattle.—Three men supposed to be citizens of Maximalian's 'Empire' 
crossed the Merced River at Murray's Bridge last Monday with forty head of cattle, all of 
which are supposed to have been stolen. . . . They were pursued by N. B. Stoneroad, Paddy 
Vaughn, and Thomas T. Howard, who found but one animal known to belong in this county. 
The villians very willingly paid for it and were allowed to proceed. They said they were going 
to Sonora, Tuolumne County." 

        On the 17th: "Appointment of Judges of the Plains.—Last week the Board of Supervisors 
appointed Arch. Rice and Paddy Vaughn Judges of the Plains for the coming year as provided 
by statute. . . ." The editor then gives a synopsis of the statute mentioned, by which it appears 
that the duties of the "Judges of the Plains" included, besides deciding questions of 
ownership at rodeos, also the exercising of just such oversight over cattle passing through as 
Stoneroad, Vaughn, and Howard exercised in the case of the Mexicans mentioned on the 
10th. 
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CHAPTER XI 

THE SETTLEMENT OF THE PLAINS 

  

        The Merced County which we have seen, chiefly through the eyes of the county seat, in 
the year immediately following the Civil War, may be called a static Merced. Three or four 
years after the close of the war, when the ravages of that conflict had been somewhat 
mended, there began what must probably be regarded as the most important single 
movement in the whole history of the county—the settlement of the plains, and the beginning 
of the great grain-farming days. 

        We have had a look at the county through the columns of the Merced Herald, in 1865. Of 
the history of the county during the war itself there is little to be gleaned directly from 
records. What little there is, is subject to grave suspicion so far as its unbiased reliability is 
concerned, for those were times of very warm feeling in Merced, "the South Carolina of 
California." We have seen samples of the political editorials in the year after the war, and we 
may be certain that they were not less warm—they and the general feeling they reflected—
while the war was still in progress. Of the county's earliest paper, the Banner, there are no 
files in existence. A story of the Banner's stormy history, from the time of its first issue on July 
5, 1862, until its fatal injury at the hands of Union soldiers some time in February, 1864, and 
its complete demise several weeks later in the same year, has been written in the 1881 
history of Elliott & Moore by Mrs. Rowena Granice Steele, wife and fellow editor of the 
proprietor, Robert J. Steele. Her account makes the Banner and its proprietors appear pretty 
much as martyrs, but her account is obviously a good deal biased. When we hear from the 
children of early settlers, as we can, or when we read it in Wigginton & Robertson's Herald, in 
the case of L. P. Hall, alias Pierce, of the short-lived Democrat, that citizens of this county 
went to Alcatraz during the war; when we hear of Harvey J. Ostrander, sturdy representative 
of a mighty slim majority, sticking up the colors of the Union on a pole in front of his house 
and preparing to stand guard over them with arms if necessary; when such a man as J. C. 
James, a pioneer from the north in the early sixties, remarks mildly, in reference to the raid on 
the Banner office, that he "guesses they were disloyal," we get a few glimpses of the rather 
dimly outlined obverse of the picture. 

        Happily now, after two generations, the bitter feeling of those stormy days is but a 
softened memory, and we may dwell more pleasantly on the kindlier phases of the 
resemblance to the old South which fairly entitled the Merced River settlements to the title 
mentioned—"the South Carolina of California." There was a good deal of the kindness and 
hospitality of the South, which still survives; there was a rather surprising lot, for so new a 
country, of the feeling of aristocracy, limited doubtless or modified by the small number of 
negroes—there were a few—for whom there was no closer substitute than the Chinese and 
the Indians. We can hardly escape a suspicion that the very strong tendency to settle along 
the river and creek bottoms was made stronger by the fact that so many of the settlers came 
from river and creek bottoms back home. There are cotton and cotton gins, there are Judges 
and Colonels, there is stress laid upon gentlemen and the fine theory that they can do no 
wrong, there are fine horses, there are camp-meetings, there are mansions, there are 
shootings. If Huck Finn had floated down the Merced on the ferry boat that went to the 
Tuolumne, the country, we imagine, would have looked familiar to him. 

 127 



        The most of the settlement of course was along the Merced itself, though the 
settlements on the creeks further south—Bear Creek, and especially Mariposa Creek, and the 
smaller ones—must not be minimized. The Turner (or Turner & Osborn) Ranch, where the first 
supervisors and the first court met, was west of the present highway and the Central Pacific 
tracks, and J. B. Cocanour had a place on Bear Creek clear down at what we now call Robla. 
But the Merced settlements were continuous pretty well down to the San Joaquin, with the 
most settlers from Forlorn Hope up to Merced Falls. 

        J. W. Stockird, who is a grandson of Col. Archibald W. Stevinson, and who remembers 
back to the assassination of Lincoln, moved with his father and mother from the Stevinson 
Ranch to Hopeton in 1867, where his father, John Thomas Stockird, bought the old Barfield 
place. Mr. Stockird remembers that at that time or earlier there were settlers along the river 
below Hopeton as follows: Beginning where Livingston now is, and going down the river on 
the south side, came first W. P. McConnell; then Phillip Henry Bink, just below Livingston; then 
David Chedester, William C. Turner, W. G. Collier (then county surveyor), Col. A. Stevinson, J. J. 
Stevinson, and Mahlon Stone. On the north side there were only about five, going down from 
the vicinity of Livingston: T. P. Carey, then a place where Isom J. Cox afterwards lived, Adams, 
John Hawkins, who had the ferry, and Judge George G. Belt. Going up from Livingston on the 
south, Neill Brothers' place came down to McConnell's. Their house was in the bottom near 
where R. Shaffer afterwards built the house on the bluff. Next up the river on the south side 
was Augustus ("Gus") Jones, then Dr. Joshua Griffith, then the Cocanour place, now known as 
the Borland Ranch, next Reuben T. Chandler, and then J. M. Montgomery. Going up on the 
north side there were W. P. McSwain, J. B. McSwain, and one other, and then William J. (Doc.) 
Barfield, Dan Ingalsbe, Albert Ingalsbe (in the bottom under the bluff), and Samuel H. P. Ross, 
adjoining Albert Ingalsbe. Ross married the widow of "Jim" Ruddle, John Ruddle's brother. 
Above Ross came John Thomas Stockird, on the place first owned by the Ruddles, then by 
Barfield, then by a man named Corcoran, before Stockird, and now known as the Silman 
place; and above Stockird came Erastus and Tom Eagleson. 

        There were six ferries on the Merced: John Hawkins', below the Stevinson place; 
McSwain's, about where what is called the Ward Ranch is, a little above the present McSwain 
Bridge; Cox's Ferry, opposite Hopeton; and Young's, Murray's and Phillips's, these last three 
bunched within two miles or less from Merced Falls down. We read in the papers a little later 
of an attempt to establish a ferry more nearly opposite Snelling, and also a "Free Bridge," but 
it does not appear whether they were established. 

        In 1865 Harvey J. Ostrander sunk what is said to have been the first well on the plains 
out away from the streams. Its location is given in the Elliott & Moore history of 1881 as about 
halfway between Bear Creek and Mariposa Creek and about three miles east of where 
Merced was afterwards built. This well was used to water sheep; but it demonstrated that the 
plains were habitable, and in the same year Mr. Ostrander settled on the plains not far from 
where Planada now is. Others, stockmen and grain-farmers, appear gradually to have 
followed suit, though apparently not on any very large scale for about three years. 

        In August, 1868, after the Herald established by Wigginton & Robertson had run its 
course, Robert J. Steele, of the Banner, again appears in the Merced County journalistic field. 
He was just nicely in time to catch the movement with which this chapter; deals, as it struck 
its stride. In Vol. I, No. 1, of Steele's Herald, August 22, 1868, we read : 
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        "Immigrants Arriving.—During the week we have noticed several immigrant wagons 
containing families just arrived overland from the States, pass through town on their way to 
Bear Creek and Mariposa Creek, where they will settle and enter into the business of farming. 
We are informed that settlements are being rapidly formed in the southerly portion of this 
county, and it is hard to tell which portion of our vast plains which have hitherto been given 
up to the pasturage of wild cattle and horses that roamed over them at will, shall become the 
most densely populated. The tide of immigration has set in this way, and will doubtless 
continue, until every nook and corner that can be made habitable is filled." 

        The same issue chronicles the birth of a new town and the growth of on old. 

        "New Town.—Dover, situated on the San Joaquin River, five miles above the mouth of the 
Merced, is a new town that has but recently been laid off and commenced to be settled. We 
are informed that building is going on and that already a store has been established by the 
Messrs. Simpson, which supplies the people with dry goods, groceries, hardware, and other 
necessaries. The place supplies the best landing for steamers on the east bank of the San 
Joaquin of any other (sic) point in the county and is the natural outlet for the immense trade 
that will in one or two years be built up in this county. That portion of the county is being 
rapidly settled up by industrious farmers who will, the coming fall, sow the lands with wheat, 
thereby adding to the general wealth, commerce, and prosperity of the State. The place is of 
easy access from all parts of the county south of the Merced River, and in future years must 
necessarily grow to be an important shipping point, and the country to the eastward of it will 
be in one or two years more at farthest, what Paradise Valley is at the present time—the 
granary of the State." 

        It is a rash man who will put a prophecy in print to be read sixty years later, but in this 
case six years would have served as well as sixty to refute the editor's enthusiasm about the 
permanence of the new town. We read in another reference to Dover, some time within a few 
months after this one, that the town was started about the middle of July, 1868; and W. J. 
Stockton says it was no longer in existence when he came to the West Side in 1872. A careful 
reading of the newspaper references to river navigation along through these years would 
disclose that the men of that time had not learned as much about the ups and downs—
particularly the downs—of the San Joaquin and its tributaries as we know now. A lot of that 
knowledge was to be acquired in the costly school of experience during the next year or two. 
We shall see at the end of July of the year following this a hope expressed by the editor that 
the water will remain high enough for navigation for a few weeks more to enable the farmers 
to get their crops to market; and we shall see, as we should expect, that it was a vain hope. A 
lot of them were left; with large quantities of grain on hand, warehouses had to be built—at 
Hill's Ferry and Dover among other places—and there were hard times on account of inability 
to get crops to market and convert them into money. 

        To look back from the vantage point of 1925 at Editor Steele's comments on the events 
in the midst of which he moved, affords as interesting and convincing an instance as could 
well be had of the inability of a contemporary properly to see and estimate the broad trends 
of the history that is being made while he looks on. From Snelling up the river into the mining 
country was the old established order of things; the San Joaquin and the Sacramento were 
also established as main avenues of heavy transportation; and the product of the new kind of 
farming was bulky—it could not be driven to market on its own four feet; and moreover, it 
was soon to exceed in quantity anything that could be grasped by even a pretty vivid 
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imagination. Also the cause and the effects of railroads were not so well known as they are 
now, for railroads were exceedingly new—it was not until the spring after Steele started his 
Herald that the Central and Union Pacific met at Promontory Point. So if he exults a little as 
he tells of people moving their buildings from Coulterville down to Snelling, and fails to realize 
that Snelling in a few years will fall away towards the decay which is claiming the mountain 
town; if he travels through the busy short-lived towns that shipped their grain by water along 
the Tuolumne, and fails to realize that the railroad will be the end of these, and that even if 
they were to stay, Snelling was not due for a share of their prosperity because of the fact that 
it was above the head of navigation, he is no worse a prophet than many who have 
prophesied since. At any rate he tells us a vivid story of his times. In the same first issue we 
read: 

        "Merced Falls.—This place, at which is situated the new woolen mills, just now about 
completed, presents quite a lively appearance, and will soon be a manufacturing town of 
great importance. The woolen mills will be set in operation in the course of about two or three 
weeks, which will give employment to a large number of persons and soon build up the place 
to become the largest town in the county. The machinery will be run by water, of which there 
is abundance for ten times the power required to propel the machinery now about to be set 
in operation. The flocks on the hills and plains in the immediate vicinity of the factory will 
supply wool of every grade desired at the lowest price, and we think the success of the 
enterprise cannot fail to induce other capitalists to embark in the business of manufacturing 
at other points both above and below the Falls. The aspect of the town has changed within a 
few months past from a dilapidated mining town to that of a brisk and growing business 
place. Property is looking up, and in a few months the population of that portion of the valley 
will be double or treble what it has been in past years." 

        August 29, 1868: "More Immigrants.—During the week we have noticed several wagons 
pass our door which had the appearance of having crossed the plains this season, filled with 
families which were on their way to homes in the great valleys to the southward. Those 
arriving are usually people from the South and West, who have fled from the reign of terror 
which prevails in the late slave States, and come here in hope of finding homes where they 
can live in peace under the forms of constitutional law. They have been driven away from 
their country, their homes, kindred, and property by the tyrrany of the military despots 
appointed by a lawless set of usurpers holding the reigns (sic) of power, and come among us 
in the hope of carving out for themselves and families, by the sweat of their brows at honest 
labor, a comfortable competence. Our earnest wish is that their fondest hopes will be 
realized, and that they will soon be enabled to give aid and encouragement to the 
unfortunate ones who are forced by sheer poverty to remain in the stricken land from which 
they have so lately fled. Lend them a helping hand." 

        Also on August29, 1868: "Crops.—The harvest in the valley is now over, and we hear no 
complaint among our farmers except of bountiful crops and the distance necessary to 
convey their crops overland to find a market. Cheap and rapid means of transportation is the 
great disideratim (sic) now, for the product is so great that the market afforded by the mining 
counties contiguous will not suffice. Improved navigation on our streams, and railroad 
communication with tide water must be an accomplished fact in a short time, for the people 
will no longer remain behind the balance of the world in these conveniences." 
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        September 5, 1868: "Stockton and Merced Railroad.—A meeting of the directors of this 
company was held last evening, and the following officers were elected: President, Dr. E. S. 
Holden; Vice-president, Dr. C. Grattan; Secretary, N. M. Orr; Treasurer, E. R. Stockwell; Attorney, 
E. S. Pillsbury. We clip the above from the Stockton Gazette of Tuesday." The Herald then goes 
on to say it expects the books to be opened for stock subscriptions, and that the proposed 
railroad will be of great benefit to the farmers." 

        September 5, 1868: "The San Joaquin Settlement.—We are informed that that portion of 
the valley in this county and Fresno bordering on the San Joaquin River, continues to fill up 
rapidly with settlers. Large tracts of land have been purchased and people are coming in and 
erecting houses as fast as building materials can be procured from below. Notwithstanding 
that portion of the county has been permitted to lay undisturbed by the plow of the 
agriculturalist until the present time, unnoticed, and unthought of as a farming country, yet it 
is destined to become the most productive portion of the San Joaquin valley. The valley is so 
extensive, and the soil so rich, that there is no possibility of that section failing to become one 
of the a few years at most, the largest town or city on the San Joaquin most productive 
portions of the State. In that locality will be, in River or its tributaries above Stockton. Dover 
has a future of prosperity and rapid and permanent growth that all may envy, but few will be 
able to rival in any agricultural country. Trade is springing up, and in a few months what was, 
one year ago, an open, wild prairie, will be a thriving town and densely settled surroundings. 
The people now settling in that locality are a thorough-going, industrious, and intelligent 
class, and are imbued with a spirit of improvement to an extent that all obstacles will be 
surmounted that, lay in the way of building up their place. Persons in search of permanent 
homes could not do better than pay Dover a visit and examine the country dependent upon it 
for a shipping point. The State affords but few localities preferable to it for settlement, and we 
are pleased to see the attention of the people arriving in the country directed to it." 

        In the issue of September 12 the editor calls attention to "our Tuolumne City 
advertisements." He also has this to say on the subject of fires: 

        "Fire.—As usual during the dry season, this summer has witnessed many conflagrations 
that have rendered houseless and homeless many who were in good circumstances, and 
reduced them to a condition of want. . . ." The editor recommends care about fire; his 
successors have learned to make their similar recommendations at the beginning of 
summer. 

        September 19: Under the head "New Post Master," we are informed that Samuel Shears, 
Esq., has been made post master at Snelling, and that John S. Williams, his predecessor, 
remains deputy. 

        Going back to September 12: "Navigation Closed.—The navigation on the Tuolumne River 
above Tuolumne City has now closed for the season, leaving that place the head of 
navigation. We were informed while at Paradise this week, that J. D. Peters, of Stockton, was 
transporting his grain overland to Stockton by teams, paying seven dollars per ton freight. 
Bad for Peters, but good for the teamsters." 

        There is a good deal about Paradise and Tuolumne City in the Herald and its successor, 
the Argus, along in the late sixties and early seventies. Paradise was about three miles below 
the present highway bridge across the Tuolumne at Modesto, and Tuolumne City about nine 
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miles—both on the Tuolumne. There is quite an exchange of journalistic compliments, in the 
good old manner, between Steele, of the Herald and Argus, and the editor of the Tuolumne 
City News. One of the matters which occasioned an exchange of shots was the case of Peter 
Henderson, referred to in the chapter of county boundaries. When the courts had finally 
decided that seven miles down the San Joaquin from the mouth of the Merced meant that 
distance measured along the meanders and not in a straight line, Steele had placed himself 
in a position where he was badly exposed to the News man's guns, and he saves himself 
from a complete rout only by attacking the enemy vigorously on an entirely different subject. 

        The issue of September 26 affords this reminiscence of still earlier times, from an 
exchange, the Amador Ledger: 

        "Four Grizzlies Killed.—Last Sunday night, four grizzly bears were killed at Bear Valley, on 
the road between Silver Mountain and the Big Trees." 

        The issue of October 3, 1868, contains another story of immigrants, of especial interest 
because it appears to have been the party which included County Recorder J. C. Ivers' family, 
and the county recorder himself, at a very tender age, They came, not from the East, but from 
Napa County. This is the story: 

        "They Come.—A friend from Bear Creek, who is himself a new settler in that locality, 
informed us on Tuesday last that fifteen families had arrived there from Napa County and 
formed a settlement upon that rich body of land the day previous. We are pleased to 
welcome them to our county, and hope they will be followed by a sufficient number of hardy 
industrious farmers to occupy and cultivate every acre of land in the county. We regard the 
settlement of those people in this county as an excellent recommendation to our county for 
the richness of its soil, as they come from a county noted for the production of large 
quantities of grain, and the inference is that those who have migrated hither from that 
county are experienced farmers and capable of judging of the capabilities of our soil for the 
production of the California cereals. And too they will probably introduce among us improved 
methods of farming that have not heretofore been adopted by our people, and thus add still 
more to the prosperity of this section of the State. In this country muscle is capital, and 
therefore population is wealth, and we regard the acquisition of population now going on as 
so much added to the wealth of our county." 

        Richard Ivers, Michael Dugan, Joseph Sullivan, and Patrick Carroll took a section of land 
each, the four lying in a square two miles on a side. The compact shape was a convenience 
for the purpose of patrolling it to drive off the herds of wild horses and half wild cattle which 
roamed over the plains. This is the first instance we have found of that considerable 
settlement by Irish people which took place in the early grain days. Quite a number of 
families now extremely well known on the East Side came in about that time. Robert Sheehy 
was at that time in the grain business, both growing and shipping, in the country from Napa 
to Vallejo, and he was instrumental in sending a number of Irish families here; and others of 
these came from the Napa vicinity. The Rahilly family came from that 

section. County Clerk P. J. Thornton's father came here also in the late sixties, and before the 
railroad was built he hauled from Stockton, out across the San Joaquin, up the West Side, 
and, back across again at Dover, the lumber of which the oldest part of the house on the 
Alfarata Ranch was built. The route is instructive as to transportation routes and difficulties at 
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that time. The tributaries of the San Joaquin River from the Sierra Nevadas were of course 
the reason for going over to the West Side; and clear from the time of Fremont's trip in 1844 
down to the time when the railroad bridged these streams in 1872, they continued to offer 
obstacles, with their currents and the marshy areas that border them, that were very difficult 
to pass. 

        The remaining fifteen families which came in this party Mr. Ivers does not remember. 
They did not settle in the immediate neighborhood of the four mentioned. Charles S. Rogers, 
whose father, Nathaniel Sheffield Rogers, came to this same neighborhood with a party 
largely from San Joaquin County somewhere not far from this time, tells some interesting 
things about life there in the early days. N. S. Rogers settled about where Mr. Doty now lives. 
Job Wheat at that time was in the sheep business. He had a cabin about where Mr. Beutel 
now lives, in 1868, when the Rogers family arrived. He also had a sheep cabin on the high 
land known as "the Bluff," this side of Amsterdam, on what is now part of Bert Crane's cattle 
range. The cabin by day, and the light in it by night, were visible for miles; and the cabin was 
called "the Lighthouse." It was a useful landmark for laying a course across the largely 
uncharted plains between Bear Creek and the Merced River. 

        A man named Oliver and N. S. Rogers heard of this country and came here together. 
Oliver owned the land, or some of it, on which the town of Merced was afterwards built, and 
he lived about where the Mercy Hospital now is. J. F. Goodale lived a little further down Bear 
Creek and on the other side, along in the vicinity of Dr. Thomas' place and the Santa Fe 
crossing. This place about the Santa Fe crossing is a piece of high land where the Indians, 
and the Mexicans after them, used to gather, Mr. Rogers says; he has in his collection one of 
those flat stones, somewhat like a mortar, used by the Indians in grinding acorns, which was 
dug up at this place. 

        Mr. Rogers tells two little stories of early days that help us to realize what life on the 
plains was like then. Some Americans had a bunch of horses in a corral at the Goodale place 
and left them without a guard for a short time. When they returned they found that Mexicans 
had come in and roped and thrown them, and shaved the mane and tail of every horse but 
one, to get the hair for hair ropes, riatas, and bridles. 

        Ned Clark, a Canadian who came here with N. S. Rogers and Oliver, lived in a cabin near 
a little new house of Mr. Beutel's just a mile or two out the British Colony Road. There were 
great numbers of cattle roaming over the plains, and among them there was an old bull 
belonging to J. M. Montgomery. This bull made itself a particular nuisance to the newly 
arrived farmers in their agricultural operations, and it came to be one of their favorite 
outdoor sports to put a charge of shot or two into the old bull's tough hide. Clark was among 
the most enthusiastic of the bull-shooters. One day Clark was away from his cabin, and 
someone must have used shot that was too coarse, or fired at too short a range, for when 
Clark returned home he found that the bull, determined to the end, had come up to his cabin 
door and fallen dead across the threshold right into the cabin. This picturesque little story 
illustrates what soon grew to be one of the big problems of the times.     There were cattle 
men who had been accustomed to let their stock run at will, there was stock which was not 
to be deterred from running at will, and now there were farmers whose farming could not be 
carried on if the stock was to be permitted to run over their crops. There could not help but 
be a lot of friction; and there was, as we shall see. 
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        On October 3, 1868, we run across this: "Paradise City.—We are informed that the 
handsome and growing little town of Paradise City, situated on the north bank of the 
Tuolumne River, still continues to improve rapidly, the new buildings being brick, showing that 
the people have confidence in the permanence of the place. Mr. Charles S. Peck, one of our 
townsmen, is the contractor and builder of brick buildings there, and is now engaged in the 
erection of a three story brick hotel. . . . He has also closed a contract for . . . a large two story 
brick school house. The buildings erected in Paradise City by Mr. Peck this season would of 
themselves make quite a town. It will at no distant day become a large and important town 
and a convenient shipping point for a large scope of country. We also find in the same 
column a reader calling attention to the "ad" of "The Paradise Flouring Mills," elsewhere in the 
issue. They were run by "Messrs. Herron & Co.," and "These mills are located in the center of a 
section of country noted for raising the best article of wheat grown on the Pacific coast." We 
are assured that they are erected to make the "best article of flour that human skill, aided by 
the best of machinery, can produce." 

        In the issue of October 10 is an editorial starting out, "Wine is a mocker and strong drink 
is raging," inspired by the fact that a bottle of the mocker from the cellar of J. B. Cocanour 
has been left at the Herald office. Steele gives us to understand that he tried it only on some 
visitors and the printer's devil, and says the visitors, "who claim to be judges," pronounced it 
"equal to the best quality produced in Sonoma and Los Angeles," and adds, "As an article of 
commerce we desire to see the production of wine fostered and encouraged." 

        In the same issue is an announcement that Judge Talbott will address the people of 
Hopeton on the political issues of the day. About this time the name Forlorn Hope seems to 
have been dropped; it could not hope to survive with the booster abroad in the land. There is 
also an election proclamation by the Governor, in an even-numbered year. 

        In the next issue we note several advertisements from Tuolumne City; in fact Tuolumne 
City advertises to an extent which throws all the other towns that appear as advertisers 
decidedly into the shade. There are the Covert House, Mrs. Jane Goodrich, late proprietress of 
the Granite House, Chinese Camp (one of the straws indicating the movement away from the 
mining country); Robert Phillips, general store, Front Street, on the levee; George H. French, 
Main Street, stoves and tin ware, wood and willow ware, Douglas lift pumps, tin, copper, and 
sheet iron work; Dudley's Hotel and Restaurant, corner Main and Covert Streets, Albert A. 
Dudley; and the Pioneer Hotel, Front Street, R. B. Robinson, proprietor. There are news 
stories—meaning of course the little essays characteristic of the newspapers of the times, 
compounded half of news, half of comment—on the railroad, Republican speaking, 
supervisors' election; and lower down, J. B. Cocanour's announcement that he is a candidate 
for reelection. 

        On October 24 there is a communication to the effect that someone offers to open a 
high school if $100 a month can be raised for it, and that J. M. Montgomery, Dr. G. M. 
Summers, and Silas March are named as trustees. And there is the news that there is a 
scarcity of teams, because so many of them have been taken off the roads onto the farms. 
Also in this and the next issue we learn that there has been an earthquake. Earthquake 
stories occur every now and then. 

        Along through the winter we read, in November, that Cocanour was reelected, that they 
are growing cotton down on the Kings River, that many of the new settlers are without 
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shelter, especially around Dover (due partly to lack of transportation for building materials), 
that Dr. J. W. Fitzhugh has resumed practice, that R. Simpson is a merchant and Mr. Jolly 
justice of the peace at Dover, and that Wigginton & Howell have a real estate office 
functioning (the first bank in Merced seems afterwards to have grown from it). In December 
there is a Christmas ball at Paradise, and editorials appear on a proposed new mail route 
across from the San Luis Ranch by way of Dover and Hill's Ferry, the railroad, smallpox in the 
State, a new pork-packing business by J. M. Montgomery, and a new road and ferry at Dover. 
There is a Christmas story, "The Old Slave," by Mrs. Rowena Granice Steele. Surveyor General 
Bost is home for Christmas, and Howard and Brother have returned from a prolonged 
absence. In January there is something about a "Sycamore Bend & Tejon Railroad," an item 
that men are wanted by the farmers, an "ad." of H. Shaw, Blacksmith, Dover, a story that 
navigation has reopened on the Stanislaus and the Tuolumne, an incidental mention of "quite 
a village of Chinese" in Snelling, a considerable write-up of the San Joaquin Valley from the 
San Francisco Call, some Millerton correspondence, and a story about some blooded cattle 
which J. M. Montgomery has bought. We learn there are two boats a week to Dover, and that 
a deer has been killed near Snelling. Along in February appear a discussion of "Bridges 
Needed," paper items all local on account of the rain, and comment on mail failures, overflow 
of the Merced, "our hunters" killing 213 quail, and the town improving. 

        In March, we find mention of the Stockton & Tulare Railroad, spring plowing (this was on 
the uplands north of Snelling), and that Cole Fitzhugh is home from an extended hunt in the 
Coast Range, where he shot a grizzly; and there is an editorial on "Preparing to Live," about 
permanent improvements in Snelling, and another on "Our Woolen Mills." 

        On April 3 we read of more improvements in Dover, and there is a story about quite a 
brisk business having been done during the past two weeks by our people in locating lands, 
mostly north of the Merced. "The best lands of the county have all been entered," we are told, 
which statement we must not permit to lead us into drawing any mental picture of these best 
lands as actually settled. This was about the time when Isaac Friedlander and William S. 
Chapman, and some smaller fry, had "entered" thousands and thousands of acres in this 
valley. One gets the impression from the records of the late sixties and early seventies that 
they owned nearly the whole country. Friedlander is referred to in connection with the 
building of the first canal on the West Side, a little later than this. He was a Jew, a grain-
shipper of San Francisco, and apparently aspired to own a grain-raising empire in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Chapman & Montgomery we see referred to as owners of the Chowchilla 
Ranch, and Chapman owned a lot of land in the Plainsburg vicinity, and a lot more further 
north and west, plains on both sides of the lower Merced. In a notice of an application for 
new roads out across the plains towards Dover and Bear Creek, we see the name of J. W. 
Mitchell as one of the owners of the land to be passed over. 

        The land was being "entered," but there was still a lot of elbow room. O. H. Terrell relates 
that as a newcomer in Snelling in January, 1870, he went to work for J. M. Montgomery, and 
Mr. Montgomery sent him on horseback down to J. K. Mears on Mariposa Island with a letter 
about the purchase of some sheep, and that he passed through the country between the 
present sites of Atwater and Buhach. There were no fences; and there were no towns, and no 
railroads, or roads in the way. When he had got Mears's answer, he carried it up Bear Creek 
to Montgomery's ranch about ten miles above where Merced is now; and the only signs of 
habitation he passed along the way on this journey were the old adobe house at Robla and 
M. Goldman's new store down towards the Meadowbrook Farm.     Where Merced now 
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stands he rode through tall weeds, up to his waist as he sat on his horse. Montgomery and 
Cocanour, and perhaps a few others, had a few small pieces of land taken up along Bear 
Creek where there were water-holes, usually a forty in a place. Montgomery had six forties 
where Merced now is, patented in 1862. There was a lot of land patented before 1870, 
however, and it is obvious that Terrell must have passed within no such great distance of 
some settlers, as for example Ivers, Carroll, Dugan, Sullivan, Rogers, et al., out British Colony 
way, but apparently the country wasn't badly crowded. When he reached Montgomery's 
ranch, and Montgomery had come up from the Chowchilla, Terrell returned to Mariposa 
Island and Mears sent a man with him, and they drove the sheep across through Sandy Mush 
to the Chowchilla Ranch; and the only man they encountered on the way was Silas Bowman, 
who had a little shack out in that country. 

        Returning to the Herald, we read on April 17, 1869, that Captain J. G. Morrison, a 
newcomer of a year, and Samuel H. P. Ross are candidates for the Assembly, George Turner 
and W. S. Weed for treasurer, and Samuel Shears for sheriff. In the same issue: 

        "The Railroad Line.—A corps of engineers passed through our county this week, making a 
preliminary or experimental survey of routes for a railroad. We are not informed whether it is 
the Western Pacific or the Stockton and Tulare Railroad Company that is making the survey, 
but from the silence of the Stockton papers on the subject, we judge . . . the former. . . . The 
farmers along the route are very much encouraged at the prospect of soon having increased 
mail and transportation facilities." 

        On May 1 we read that the farmers of the county are stocking up with farming 
machinery. Also that a day has been fixed for the meeting of the Union and Central Pacific at 
Promontory Point. On the 15th, the Millerton correspondent, writing under date of May 10, 
says Converse's Ferry on the San Joaquin River has become entirely ruined and it is almost 
impossible to run the ferry boat. "At the present time it is impossible to cross teams," he 
writes, "and travel is at a standstill at that point." 

        On the 22nd: "Improvements.—Our town is now beginning to show signs of 
improvement. Mr. J. M. Montgomery has in course of erection a brick building, designed for a 
family residence, which when completed will be the largest, most substantial and costly 
building in the county. Mr. Leeson is engaged in removing his buildings from Coulterville, and 
will soon have them put up on the vacant lot on the south side of Lewis Street, adjoining 
Anderson's livery stable. A contract is about being let for the Odd Fellows' Hall, which is 
designed to be a magnificent structure, on the vacant lot adjoining the Galt House. We 
observe that large bills of lumber are being ordered by Mr. Anderson, to be sawed at the mills 
above Coulterville, for which Mr. A. is agent. These facts may be taken as signs that the era of 
the prosperity of our town is approaching. Surrounded as we are by a rich and rapidly 
improving farming country, the growth of the town may be considered permanent, and every 
year will add to its business prosperity and the number of its inhabitants." 

        Under the title "Haying," we read that the farmers are cutting large quantities, and that 
they are using modern mowers and rakes. 

        "Mariposa Creek.—We hear from this locality, so peculiarly favored by nature, that the 
early sown crops look splendidly, and are now so far advanced towards maturity that there 
can scarcely be a doubt but that they will turn out well at harvest. The same may be said of 
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Bear Creek; and on this river, the prospect was never better, the season suiting the most of 
our grain lands exactly." 

        "Cattle.—We observed several large droves of cattle being crossed at the ford just above 
this place, the past week, on their way to market, having been purchased by professional 
drovers of our citizens. Cattle bring paying prices now, and each drove that moves northward 
brings thousands of dollars into our county." 

        On May 29 we read that a Major Rowen has been hurt in an accident while mowing for 
Mr. Adam Kahl on Mariposa Creek. 

        "Bear Creek.—The crops on Bear Creek, since the late rains, have improved greatly, and 
the farmers are in better spirits. Most of the grain crops were somewhat late. . . ." 

        "The San Joaquin and Lower Merced.—The crops in the above section of the country, so 
we are informed, . . . have come out amazingly since the late rains. Many of the fields were 
planted late in the season, and those which have not been fed down by the large bands of 
cattle and horses which rove about over the adjoining plains will yet make pretty fair crops. 
Though the season has been unfavorable to those just beginning to farm upon the plains, 
none are discouraged. . . ." 

        June 5, 1869: "Sandy Mush is the euphonious name of a new settlement formed near the 
San Joaquin River between the Chowchilla River and Mariposa Creek. In the settlement are 
about forty voters, all of whom located there last winter and planted crops. All are pleased 
with their location, and though they planted late and have been considerably troubled by the 
cattle and other stock running at large on the plains, they will reap an abundance of grain to 
supply the incoming immigration to that section. The wheat and barley growing in the new 
section will not come up to the average of older settlements where lands were summer 
fallowed, but having proved their lands to be productive they consider themselves 
permanently located, and are at work building them good homes. Of the forty-two voters in 
the settlement, who will vote at the Lone Tree precinct, not one of them will vote the negro 
and Chinese suffrage ticket." 

        What looked most important in 1869 does not look so now. Probably most of these forty-
two, sound Democrats as they seem to have been, were within about three years to vote to 
move the county seat away from Snelling over to Merced. But Merced had not yet come into 
existence; a little later the editor tells of discovering it, in its very early youth. 

        "Hopeton.—Our sister town, down in the 'Big Bottom,' gives signs of progress and 
improvement. The Messrs. Eagleson are doing a lively business in their mercantile 
establishment, and we are informed that a blacksmith and wagon-maker's shop will be 
started there on a large scale the coming week. Besides the store of the Messrs. Eagleson, 
whose advertisement can be found in our columns, there is another store, two schools, two 
churches, and a collection of neat dwelling and farm houses. The crops in the 
neighborhood—as they always have been—are excellent, and the people are prosperous. It is, 
in fact, the most wealthy locality in our county, and is daily receiving accessions to its 
population."  
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        "Preaching.—The Rev. Mr.. Culp, of the Methodist Church, South, will preach at the Court 
House in this place tomorrow (Sunday) evening. Services to commence at early candle light." 

        "Thresher For Sale.—See the advertisement of R. Simpson—of Dover—of a thresher and 
horsepower for sale. The season for harvesting the ripening grain is now upon us, and a first 
rate opportunity is thus offered for any one in the county desiring such a machine to 
purchase." The "ad.": "One Sweepstakes Thresher ! With Pitts' Ten-Horse-Power. For Sale by R. 
Simpson, Dover." 

        There is a column "ad." by Wigginton & Howell, Real Estate Agents, who habitually run a 
column. They offer, in this particular "ad.", an 800-acre farm on the Tuolumne at $10 an acre; 
a first-class bottom farm on the Merced River a few miles below Snellings, 210 acres all best 
farming land, well improved, with good fence and buildings, at a bargain and on easy terms; 
another of 550 acres on the Merced, 400 acres fenced, 300 acres in wheat and barley, first-
class buildings and orchard, well stocked with horses, cows, and farming implements, 
including a header, all for $8000 cash if sold by the 20th day of June. "A rare bargain; $8,000 
is not two-thirds of its value." 

        On June 12, there is a brief account of the assassination of Judge George G. Belt: 

        "The Dennis-Belt Homicide.—On Friday evening last, Judge George G. Belt, one of our 
citizens, . . . was assassinated in cold blood by a Mr. Dennis, a man who formerly resided in 
this county." Belt, according to the story, was shot from behind, on the streets of Stockton. He 
left a wife, four boys, and five girls. 

        There is a paragraph about crops in Fresno—excellent crops reported from the 
Mississippi settlement on the San Joaquin, fifty bushels of wheat, and barley proportionally 
more; also from the farms on Big Dry Creek and the Kings River. 

        June 19, 1869: "Heavy Grain.—Samples from Neil McSwain's farm on Bear Creek about 
fifteen miles south of this place, . . . heads of barley five inches long, heads of wheat from 
seven to eight. Heads of wheat from Mr. Kahl's farm from eight to eight and one-half inches, 
barley equally as good." "Short crops will be considered a myth in this section in future years 
under our improved system of farming." 

        "The First Fruits of the Season." Under this title the editor acknowledges his thanks for 
some apples and apricots from L. D. Durgin, on the Scott Ranch. 

        "Beyond the Joaquin.—Several of our citizens have visited that portion of our county lying 
west of the San Joaquin River this week, and all agree in pronouncing the prospect there the 
most lovely and promising that the eye of man ever beheld. The wheat crops are yielding, as 
well as can be ascertained, from thirty to fifty bushels to the acre, and the scene is as lively as 
the most stirring business man could wish." 

        "Fire on the Plains.—We learn from a gentleman just in from the Chowchilla River, that 
there was considerable excitement among the people in that section of the country about 
fire on the plains. He saw several persons who had been engaged in 'fighting' the all-
devouring element, but being a stranger, could not tell us the exact locality in which it was 
raging." 
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        "Grasshoppers.—Considerable complaint is made by our river valley farmers of a 
destructive raid now in progress by these pests. . . ." On June 26, we read that complaints of 
their ravages are on the increase, and that G. W. Halstead, Sr., has cut his corn crop for 
fodder to save it. The small grain, says the story, is ripe and safe from the grasshoppers. 

        In the issue of the 26th we read that the woolen mill at Merced Falls is almost shut down 
for want of labor. Superintendent Nelson has discharged forty Chinese the week before and 
sent to San Francisco for more. Also, there is a new store of Simon & Davis at Dover, and 
another of Sensabaugh & Silverberg at Merced Falls. There is a Masonic "In Memoriam" 
resolution for Brother J. T. Stockird. Mark Howell, J. G. Morrison, and I. N. Ward, are the 
committee who drafted it. There is an announcement that there will be a Fourth of July 
celebration at Paradise City. 

        On July 3 an editorial "To Our Patrons," asks that back bills be paid up, and announces 
plans for a new press and a larger paper. It says the county has doubled in population and 
increased fifty per cent in wealth in the past twelve months. The new paper appeared in 
August—The San Joaquin Valley Argus. 

        On July 10 we read that the farmers are now threshing grain, and that the yield is up to 
the expectations of the most sanguine. "From the west side of the San Joaquin the reports 
are of extraordinary yield. That portion of our county, which one year ago was a wilderness, 
has raised this year at a fair estimate not less than 50,000 acres of grain, not to be estimated 
at a yield of less than 30 bushels to the acre. . . . Preparations are already being made for the 
next year's crop and the indications are that the yield of grain in Merced County for 1870, 
should the season prove favorable, will be fully five times that of 1869. It would be difficult to 
find a people who enjoy a greater degree of prosperity than do the people of Merced County." 

        Also in this issue the world is informed that Mr. Stubbs of Dover has opened a saloon 
there, formerly Flannigan's Saloon, opposite the steamboat landing. 

        In the issue of July 17 there is this interesting and instructive account of a journey of the 
editor through "The Country to the West," as follows: 

        "We this week paid a business visit to the country to the westward of us, passing on our 
way down through the new farms on the high plains at the foot of the hills lying between the 
Merced and the Tuolumne rivers, and returning by way of the lower plains near the San 
Joaquin, crossing the Merced River at Turner's Ferry, and by the town of Dover. The first place 
of note on our route was Empire City, which we found considerably improved since our last 
visit six months ago. The village now consists of the large mercantile establishment of Messrs. 
Giddings & Ward, a drug store, a hotel, and a blacksmith's shop, a large warehouse, and a 
handsome and neat-looking saloon kept by 'Elder' Purday, whose ministrations have 
delighted the thirsty of the neighborhood for months past. We were pleased to observe that 
Messrs. Giddings & Ward are doing an extensive business. They receive their supplies of 
merchandise by the boat load, and ship in return wheat, large quantities of which are 
accumulating upon the banks of the Tuolumne at the Empire landing. The shipments of new 
wheat the present season, by Messrs. Giddings & Ward, amount to seven hundred and 
seventy-two tons, and there are on the bank about three hundred and fifty tons, most of 
which will have to be stored. The enterprising merchants (Messrs. G. & W.), are building an 
addition to their large warehouse, which will increase its capacity to about twelve hundred 
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tons, and have engaged wheat for storage sufficient to fill it. The other towns on the 
Tuolumne, Westport, Berryville, Paradise, and Tuolumne City, wear their usual appearance, 
except the latter, which in consequence of navigation having closed to ports above, presents 
a more lively appearance than for ten months past. The landing and streets are thronged 
with teams from morning until night delivering grain for shipment, and the merchants and 
business men of the town seem encouraged by the impetus thereby given to business 
transactions. 

        "On our return we tarried for the night at Dover, where we found quite a stir among the 
people of the place, notwithstanding the fact that every available man has been drawn from 
the town to assist in harvesting the grain crop in the surrounding country, and that the 
shipping season had not commenced, owing to the fact that harvesting commenced much 
later in that vicinity than in older settled sections. The crops are reported good, and except 
where damage was done by cattle and other stock, an average yield will be the result, 
notwithstanding the fact that much of the grain was planted as late as March." 

        The Millerton correspondent writes that the cable and boat of Converse's Ferry have 
been sold at private sale for $2000 and moved thirty miles down the river. Landrum & Co. 
were the purchasers. A company is to be organized to establish a new ferry at Millerton. 

        A man named Johnson S. Weese was killed by being caught in the cylinder of a threshing 
machine on William H. Hartley's ranch on Bear Creek about fifteen miles from Snelling. There 
is a report of the coroner's inquest, with a verdict of accidental death. 

        July 31, 1869: "The San Joaquin.—The San Joaquin River is yet navigable for the larger 
sized craft in the up-river trade, and the farmers on the plains are rushing their grain to the 
bank at all available points for shipment before the season closes. The Tuolumne is yet 
navigable to Tuolumne City, and there is unusual activity displayed in the shipment of grain 
from that point. While there in the early part of the present week, we noticed that the town 
was thronged with teams from the country, bringing to the landing hundreds of tons of grain 
which was daily being shipped by steamer to Stockton. For the benefit of the farming 
community we hope the water in the rivers will keep up a few weeks longer, and thus enable 
them to get their products to market." 

        Of course the rivers did not accede to the editor's wish. On September 25, in the Argus, 
which had before that time replaced the Herald, are these two paragraphs: 

        "Dover.—We learn that much more grain is being stored at Dover for shipment than was 
expected, the farmers being compelled to haul their crops there for storage for want of 
granaries at home. At present there is no safe landing for steamers at any point but Dover 
above the mouth of the Merced River on the east side of the stream for forty or fifty miles, 
giving that place the advantage of the trade of a vast area of territory that will produce grain 
in great abundance next year. Mr. Simpson is doing a thriving business, as he richly deserves 
to do." 

        "Large Warehouse.—We are informed that a warehouse 100x80 feet has been built and 
is now being filled with grain, at Hill's Ferry. The sacks of wheat are being stored in tiers 
twenty-four high, which makes the capacity of this warehouse about 22,000 tons. It is said 
that the entire capacity of the building has been engaged, and yet more warehouse must be 
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built to accommodate the farmers who will ship their grain from that point. Verily the yield of 
grain must have been abundant on the farms beyond the Joaquin the present year." 

        Having thus taken a glimpse a little way ahead at the check which was due to come to 
the first year's boom, we drop back to July 17 again. In the Herald of that date is an "ad." of 
Wigginton & Howell to the effect that they have over 250,000 acres of unimproved lands in 
Stanislaus, Merced, Fresno, and Tulare Counties at from $2.50 to $10 per acre. Those desirous 
of settling in this part of the State cannot fail to be suited in quantity, quality, and location of 
lands, and on such terms as will be satisfactory. 

        July 31: "Our Town.—Improvements are still progressing in Snelling, every man who can 
handle a hammer or trowel being engaged upon the various buildings in process of erection. 
This fall will witness a large addition to the number of our business houses and a 
corresponding increase in the population of the town and vicinity. We see no reason why 
Snelling should not become one of the large towns of the State, situated as it is in one of the 
richest and most pleasant and healthy localities in all the San Joaquin Valley." 

        "Harvesters.—These machines are being used in the lower valley, and we are informed 
are doing good work. Mr. Daniel Whitmore has two of them on his farm near Empire City, with 
which he cuts, threshes and sacks forty acres per day with the labor of eight men and 
twenty-eight horses." 

        The editor himself prepared to expand along with the town and the country, and actually 
did so. In the issue of August 7, there is a little editorial, "by the head devil," entitled "Gone 
Below," in which we are informed that Mr. Steele has gone to San Francisco to buy a new 
press and new materials for Volume II of the paper. Evidently the editor hadn't yet planned, or 
at least the "head devil" did not yet know, that it was to be, not Volume II of the Herald, but 
Volume I of the San Joaquin Valley Argus. On the 14th there is an announcement of "our new 
office," on the north side of Lewis Street. There is also a news story that the Western Pacific 
Railroad is now completed from Sacramento to Stockton. And a little earlier, Wigginton & 
Howell have added an abstract office to their real estate establishment. 

        On August 28 the editor of the Tuolumne City News is quoted as saying that "there are at 
present near fourteen hundred names on the great register of Stanislaus County." In another 
article in the same paper, the Herald points out, he (the News man) sums up the Democratic 
strength in Merced County as 272, and in Stanislaus as 642. Steele points out that the News 
man must certainly be wrong (he usually was, according to the Argus), for this would make a 
Republican majority of nearly 150 in Stanislaus—which of course was not to be thought of. 

        This paper of August 28 is the first issue of the new Argus. Steele writes in that issue, in 
part: "Our Paper.—Two weeks ago today the Merced Herald died by termination of contract, 
and today we present to the people of this portion of the State the San Joaquin Valley Argus 
in its stead." This valley-wide point of view, shown in the name of the new paper, in such 
matters as Wigginton & Howell's over 250,000 acres of unimproved land in four counties, and 
in a good many other ways, was the point of view of a budding metropolis, conscious of a 
destiny which was shortly to be sidetracked at a town not yet in existence on Bear Creek. The 
Argus of January 1, 1870, voices this point of view thus: 
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        "Town Improvements.—Building still goes on at a rapid rate in our town. On every side we 
see new buildings rearing up, and the sound of the carpenter's hammer and saw hums 
merrily as we write. Within the past two weeks a block of wooden buildings has been erected 
on the ground directly north of our office, and still the demand is for more houses. People are 
coming in so rapidly that it would be impossible to furnish house room for them as fast as 
required, with the present facilities for obtaining lumber. One or two years' growth more to 
our town, at the same ratio of increase as that of 1869, and Snelling will have a larger 
population than any town in the adjacent counties excepting only San Joaquin. The little river 
cities of Paradise Valley are already left in the background, and we rank with the largest 
mountain and valley towns in both population and the amount of business done. Our county, 
generally, also keeps pace with the county seat in improvement, large sections of country 
embraced within its limits, which one year ago could not boast of a single inhabitant of the 
human race, now being densely populated, and the wild virgin soil being put in cultivation 
with a fair prospect for a heavy yield of grain the coming harvest." 

        Because it is a small instance it is a very clear one of how the cities are full of pride, and 
also of how they will insist on regarding themselves as the kite instead of the tail. On 
December 11, 1869, we read something more about the real kite, the immigrants who had 
heard afar of the rich grain lands to be had here, and whose sense of proportion was so 
warped that they did not even suspect they were tributary to the county seat, which they 
heard of more or less incidentally, over on the Merced River, or which was at most a station 
on the way to where they were going: 

        "The Immigration.—We learn that since the rain commenced in this valley very large 
accessions have been made to our population. In the Lone Tree (Sandy Mush) district, Mr. 
Smythe informs us, there is a house erected upon almost every quarter section. . . . New 
settlers are also flowing into the portion of our county lying between Bear Creek and 
Mariposa Creek, and are building up one of the most flourishing settlements to be found 
anywhere in our valley. They are all practical farmers and bring with them means sufficient to 
farm on a large scale, using the most approved machinery. There is yet room and good 
location for thousands more. . . ." 

        In the issue of January 22, 1870, is the following, which may serve to close this chapter: 

        "Navigation Resumed.—We see by the Stockton papers that navigation on the San 
Joaquin River has been resumed, which will have a tendency to relieve the farmers who have 
been suffering for want of money, many of them having their entire crop of last year stored 
on the banks of the river awaiting shipment to market. We may now look for brisk times 
throughout this valley until navigation closes. The past six months' experience has proved the 
necessity of one or two railroads through the valley east of the river, and the people hope 
soon to see movements made for building them." 
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CHAPTER XII 

EARLY DAYS ON THE WEST SIDE 

  

        We have told briefly how Los Banos Creek received its name on account of the baths (los 
banos), the pools high up towards the creek's source on the eastern side of the Diablo Range 
south of Pacheco Pass, whither the mission fathers from San Juan Bautista were in the habit 
of coming in the hot summers to refresh themselves. It is probable that tucked away 
somewhere in some old Spanish chronicle the date of this discovery and naming can be 
found, but we haven't found it. 

The earliest West Side history that is to be found in the records of Merced County appears to 
be in the records of the patents to the four Mexican grants partly or wholly in this county: the 
San Jon de Santa Rita, San Luis Gonzaga, Orestimba y las Garzas, and Rancho Panoche de 
San Juan y Los Carrisalitos. In the records of the patents to these great ranches there are 
recitals of the history of the titles, and it is from these that we learn when the grants were 
made, and to whom, and by what Mexican Governors. 

        A recital of a portion of one of these patents will shed light on them all. It is from the 
record as to the Rancho Panoche de San Juan y Los Carrisalitos—the present Arburua 
Ranch—and is as follows: 

        "Rancho Panoche de San Juan y. Los Carrisalitos. The United States of America. To whom 
these presents shall come, greeting: 

        "Whereas, it appears from a duly authenticated transcript filed in the general land office 
of the United States, that pursuant to the provisions of the Act of Congress, approved the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, entitled, 'An Act to ascertain 
and settle the private land claims in the State of California,' Julian Ursua and Pedro Romo as 
claimants filed their petitions on the 2nd day of February, 1853, . . . to five square leagues 
situated in the County of San Joaquin and State aforesaid, and founded on a Mexican grant 
to Don Julian Ursua made on the 17th day of February, 1844, by Manuel Micheltorena, then 
Governor of the Department of California . . ." 

        The claim was confirmed by the board of land commissioners May 2, 1854; there was a 
confirmation of this by the district court of the United States for the Southern District of 
California, an appeal to the United States Supreme Court, a dismissal of the appeal, and a 
final confirmation by the district court, which appears 

to have been made October 13, 1864. The patent, like all the others, contained a proviso, 
under the provisions of the act of Congress mentioned, that the patent "shall not affect the 
interests of third parties." The patent is dated July 13, 1867, and signed by President Johnson. 

        All four patents were issued after similar proceedings under the same act of Congress, 
with the difference that at least one of the claims was rejected by the board of land 
commissioners, and that some of the transcripts were filed in the branch of the land office at 
San Francisco. All four claims were alike affirmed by the district court, however, and appeals 
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to all four were dismissed by the supreme court. The San Juan y Los Carrisalitos Grant was 
not the earliest, but next to the latest of the four. 

        The Santa Rita Grant was the earliest. It was made to Francisco Sobranes on September 
7, 1841, by Juan B. Alvarado, then Governor of the Department of both Californias, and was 
to "eleven Spanish square leagues." This claim was rejected by the land commissioners, but 
affirmed by the district court. The patent was dated November 20, 1862, and signed by 
President Lincoln. The claim was filed March 1, 1853. 

        The claim to the San Luis Gonzaga Grant was filed February 12, 1852, by Juan Perez 
Pacheco. It was to eleven square leagues, and was founded on a Mexican grant to Jose 
Maria Mejia and Juan Perez Pacheco made on the 4th day of November, 1843, by Manuel 
Micheltorena, then Governor of the Department of the Californias. The land is described in the 
claim as situated in the County of Mariposa. This claim likewise was rejected by the land 
commissioners, but affirmed by the district court, and an appeal was dismissed by the 
supreme court. The patent is dated May 16, 1871, and was signed by President Grant. 

        The claim to the Orestimba y las Garzas Grant was made by Sebastian Nunez February 
12, 1852, to "six Sitios de granada mayor or square leagues," situated in the County of 
Tuolumne, founded on a Mexican grant made February 22, 1844, by Manuel Micheltorena, 
then Governor of the Department of the Californias. This claim likewise was rejected by the 
land commissioners, but affirmed by the district court, and by the supreme court by the 
dismissal of an appeal. The patent was dated July 30, 1863, and signed by President Lincoln. 

        Only one of the four grants, the Carrisalitos, is wholly within the present Merced County. 
It contains 22,173.34 acres. The Santa Rita extends into Fresno County, and has in Merced 
County 46,050.68 acres. The Orestimba extends over into Stanislaus, and has 10,092.7 acres 
in Merced County. The San Luis extends into Santa Clara, and has in Merced County 27,731 
acres. 

        It is not intended here to follow the title of these grants in detail to later owners. Briefly, it 
is worth while to note that the Carrisalitos passed in time to Hernandez and then to Arburua, 
and that there is  a map of the San Luis filed June 11, 1880, "owned by Mariano Mararin." The 
Santa Rita, however, demands further notice, because it appears to have been the only one 
in which the clause "shall not affect the interests of third persons" became of practical 
importance. On April 9, 1866, between three and four years after the patent to Francisco 
Sobranes, there was a decree quieting title entered in an action entitled Henry Miller and 
Charles Lux vs. Francisco Sobranes, Valentine Alviso, et al., in favor of the plaintiffs and 
against the defendants, and thus Miller & Lux came into the ranch which came to be called 
Henry Miller's pride. From the recitals in the decree quieting title it appears that all of the 
defendants except Alviso defaulted, and that he stipulated to the entry of a judgement 
against him. 

        We have seen that on the Assessment Roll of 1857 the Carrisalitos was assessed to Brent 
& Crittenden (one square league) and Alexander Forbes (four square leagues), and that the 
name of Pacheco appears in the index, although the page containing his assessment is torn 
out. We also, still earlier (in April, 1844), got a brief glimpse through the eyes of John C. 
Fremont, across the San Joaquin River to this country of the West Side, when he tells us that 
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he kept to the East Side because of the large numbers of wild cattle and horses across the 
river among which he did not dare to venture for fear his own half wild stock would run off. 

        The Pacheco Pass appears to have been a way through from the Santa Clara Valley 
quite early. How early it received the name it now bears is hard to say, but in view of the fact 
that Juan Perez Pacheco was one of the grantees of the San Luis on November 4, 1843 it 
seems reasonable to assume that the name was probably applied to the pass as early as the 
forties. It appears to have been the way across which the indefatigable Gabriel Moraga 
passed on more than one of his numerous expeditions against the valley Indians from 1806 
on, though we gather no hint that the pass then enjoyed the dignity of a name. 

        One of the first petitions which was presented to the board of supervisors of the newly 
organized Merced County, in 1855, was one by A. Firebaugh for permission to build a toll-
road across the pass. Firebaugh, in conjunction with others, some of them at least in Santa 
Clara County, planned and built a road from San Jose across the pass. We find through the 
minutes of the board of supervisors during 1855 and 1856 that they extended Firebaugh's 
time at several different meetings, for the completion of the road. 

        Two writers of note have recorded the fact of crossing the pass rather early—both in the 
sixties, in fact. Clarence King tells of doing so in his "Mountaineering in the Sierra Nevada," 
about 1864; and John Muir, in "My First Summer in the Sierra Nevada," gives an account of 
crossing it in April, 1868. Neither of these writers has anything to say of the inhabitants; but it 
is well to read Muir especially as an antidote to the impression of the country as something 
approaching a desert, which may be suggested by our attempt to guess the impressions it 
probably made on Gabriel Moraga and his men on the occasion, late in the year, when they 
left a permanent record of their thankfulness in finding the Merced by naming it "River of Our 
Lady of Mercy." Such men as John Montgomery, John Ruddle, and Colonel Stevinson early 
recognized the East Side as a desirable cattle country, and drove in cattle from the States; 
and Henry Miller found the place he wanted on the West Side. A well-informed stockman 
made the statement in 1924 that there were more cattle shipped annually from within a 
radius of twenty-five miles of Merced than from any other equal area in the world; in that 
year Merced County had over 80,000 stock cattle and over 40,000 dairy cattle, and was 
surpassed among the counties of the State only by Kern in number of stock cattle and 
Stanislaus in number of dairy cattle. It raises also large numbers of sheep, and a considerable 
number of hogs. 

        One reminiscence of Mr. Stockton, which he must necessarily have had at second hand, 
recalls Grizzly Adams' story of the stock-killing grizzly. It relates that a stockman named 
Davis, on the West Side in the early fifties, witnessed the killing of three grizzlies one after the 
other by a bull, and conceived such a respect for the bull as a fighter that he took it to 
Stockton, where fights between bulls and grizzlies were a feature. There, says the story, the 
bull was matched against a grizzly which had something like seven bulls to its credit, and the 
bull killed the grizzly, and piled up a record of almost a score of bears, until the brutal 
promoters, finding they could get no more matches, hamstrung the champion and let a 
grizzly kill him. This barbaric sport had a short life in the State; it was soon prohibited on 
account of its cruelty. 

        We have seen, along through the sixties, when the election returns are given, or the 
appointment of election officers, that there seems to have been only the one precinct of the 
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San Luis Ranch which was wholly on the West Side, and a second, called Anderson's and 
apparently later Mears', which presumably was partly west of the San Joaquin. And the vote 
in these precincts was not large. 

        The San Luis Ranch House was a station on the stage route between San Jose and 
Visalia pretty early. S. L. Givens mentions the stage stopping there in 1858, when he was a 
boy going to college at Santa Clara. James Capen Adams ("Grizzly Adams"), who hunted and 
captured grizzlies on the upper Merced during the fifties and late in that decade exhibited 
several of these and some other animals in San Francisco, and whose life story was written in 
book form by Theodore Hittell, evidently passed along the West Side of this county in the later 
fifties, and he tells of a grizzly coming out of the bushes somewhere in that vicinity and rolling 
on the ground to excite the curiosity of the cattle until one came near enough for the bear to 
kill it. Adams was apparently not concerned about county lines and could not probably have 
distinguished them, but we get from him the idea of the West Side as a stock country with a 
few far scattered ranch houses. 

        W. J. Stockton came to the West Side in October, 1872, and Charles W. Smith in 1874, 
and to these two pioneer residents of that section we are indebted for much information 
about early days there. "When I first came to Los Banos," says Mr. Stockton, "I hauled timber 
across the old Toll Road from Gilroy to build me a house. It took me about a week to haul one 
load—and such a road! Sometimes we used to tie a log on to the back of the wagon with a 
rope to act as a brake, the road was so steep." 

        Looking at the picture of Los Banos Village (old Los Banos) in the Elliott and Moore history 
of Merced County published in 1881, which shows Sheeline's grocery, H. Thornton's hotel, a 
blacksmith shop, a barn, and two smaller buildings, Mr. Stockton states that in 1872 the only 
building there was one small one in the foreground on the right, next to Sheeline's store, and 
that this was a store which had been recently established by a German named Kreyenhagen, 
to whom Henry Miller had leased a section of land for ten years for $1 on condition that he 
would put up a store. This little building was a store and also a post-office. A man named 
Moses Korn, a Jew, bought Kreyenhagen out in 1873. Korn added a hotel, which about 1876 
he sold to Harry Thornton. Korn afterwards sold out his store to Sheeline. Sheeline was there 
only about a year, and the 1881 history fixes his date pretty closely, unless the picture was 
not strictly up to date. Miller bought Sheeline out, and the store, moved to the present Los 
Banos when that was established on the coming of the railroad, has been run by Miller & Lux 
ever since. Arthur Drummond, now a banker at Gustine, and W. T. White, merchant at 
Livingston, were early keepers of the Miller & Lux store. 

        The West Side, when Mr. Stockton arrived, was a country of a few large stock ranches for 
cattle and sheep, as the big grants would indicate. Back in the hills on the east slope of the 
Diablo Range, there was a population, he estimates, of 400 or 500 people of Spanish or 
Mexican blood. They appear to have lived on ranchitos and to have kept a few head of stock, 
including of course the ever necessary saddle horses, raising, we may imagine, their frijoles 
and chilis, getting their wood and their venison from the country, and finding employment in 
season at the rodeos and sheep-shearings on the large ranchos. There were some very large 
families of them; the Alvarados, up near the head of Los Banos Creek, had nineteen children, 
and there were the Soto, Pio, Gonzales, and Merino families, to name only a few. 
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        An idea of the American population of the section may be gained from the fact that 
when the trial of Granice for the killing of Madden was going on at the county seat in 1875, 
"there were ninety of us here," as Mr. Stockton relates, "on the venire, and that was just about 
all the men on the West Side who were elegible to jury duty. The total was probably about six 
times that." 

        The road across the Pacheco Pass was a toll-road in 1872, and continued so for two or 
three years later. Bell, of Bell's Station, owned it. He turned in his road for about a third 
interest in a new toll-road over the pass. 

        Old Los Banos was several miles from the present town. It was about a mile and half 
from the present Volta, west of the railroad; and when the railroad came, some of the 
buildings were moved down to Volta. About half a mile from old Los Banos was the rival 
metropolis known as Dogtown. 

        The original Dos Palos (referring to the two poles, sticks, or trees from which the place 
took its name) was further south than the Merced line, in Fresno County, down towards 
Firebaugh's Ferry. Dos Palos Colony, in fact, was first established in Fresno County. It was just 
about the beginning of the nineties when Henry Miller established Dos Palos Colony there. 
When the land proved poor, Miller packed the colonists up, bag and baggage, and moved 
them to the present Dos Palos Colony. 

        There was Hill's Ferry on the San Joaquin at the mouth of the Merced; there was 
Firebaugh's Ferry; there was Chester (one may see the residence and ferry of G. W. Dickenson 
there in the 1881 history); and Dover had lived out its brief life, begun in July, 1868, and was 
gone by 1872. The Cottonwood vicinity had already been given that name, and included the 
present site of Gustine. 

        The years 1870 and 1871 were both dry years. A settler had taken up 160 acres at the 
junction of the San Joaquin River and Fresno Slough. A man from San Francisco bought him 
out. The site had immense strategic value as the necessary head of a canal, and the San 
Francisco man had conceived the idea of digging one. At this time Isaac Friedlander, a Jew, 
of San Francisco, and William S. Chapman, had bought up all the government land they could 
in the San Joaquin Valley. Chapman's name makes its first appearance in Book "A" of Patents 
in the records of Merced County, in 1868. Friedlander was the first man who shipped San 
Joaquin Valley wheat to Liverpool from San Francisco. They pronounced it as good wheat as 
was grown in any country. Friedlander sent to England for the best engineer to be had, and a 
man named Brereton was sent out. Brereton made a trip up the San Joaquin Valley, and 
went back and made a wonderful report. He recommended building the old canal —the lower 
one— and also a larger canal, from Tulare Lake, which was never built. On the strength of his 
report a company of ten men was formed in San Francisco, capitalized at a million shares at 
a dollar a share. Henry Miller was one of the ten. They gave the man at the canal head 
100,000 shares of non-assessable stock for his land and water rights. They built the lower 
canal in 1871 as far as Los Banos. 

        In the record dry year of 1877 Miller was absent in Germany. On his return he found that 
his partners, under pressure of the shortage, had shut off the water from his land. He 
equipped himself with an axe, took a Greaser with him, and went up and chopped down the 
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gates. Three warrants were issued for his arrest; but by the time they could be placed in the 
hands of Sheriff Meany and be served, Miller had bought a controlling interest in the canal. 

        In 1878 he built the canal on, down to Newman, or rather to where Newman was 
afterwards to be. Concerning this extension Mr. Stockton says that he saw the country settle 
up and unsettle twice. During Cleveland's administration, in, 1896, a lot of railroad land which 
had been held for a line over towards Hollister which was never built, was forfeited to the 
Government and thrown open to settlement. Water, or rather the shortage of it, was the 
great problem of the settlers. The settlers held a mass-meeting, and Stockton and another 
settler were appointed a committee to interview Henry Miller. He promised to build them a 
canal, but made the condition that there should be no land speculation. The canal was 
completed, and a celebration was held on May Day, which was Miller's birthday. One of these 
May Day celebrations had been held earlier, probably in 1877, when Miller seems to have 
thought it proper to throw open a warehouse for a dance after an officious hireling had 
refused it to the settlers. The May Day celebration became an established custom, and is still 
a big day at Los Banos. 

        The outside canal was not built until much later—about 1894—and the railroad had been 
built by, that time. 

        Charles W. Smith came to California from Illinois in 1866, at the age of twenty, and to 
Merced County in 1874. He has lived on his present home ranch at Badger Flat, about three 
miles north of Los Banos, since 1878. Mrs. Smith was a daughter of M. F. Robinson. She was 
born at Napa. Her father came to the West Side in 1869.  The house where Mr. and Mrs. Smith 
now live enjoys the very rare distinction of having had the golden weddings of a mother and 
daughter both celebrated in it. On September 30, 1924, Mr. and Mrs. Smith celebrated the 
fiftieth anniversary of their wedding, and thirty-three years earlier, in 1891, Mrs. Smith's father 
and mother celebrated theirs. 

        Mr. Smith worked for Henry Miller for three or four years after his arrival in 1874. It was in 
1875, at the San Luis camp, that he entered Miller's employ. Miller had a fence from Hill's 
Ferry to Firebaugh. The Santa Rita Ranch was Miller's pride. 

        Mr. Smith relates that when he settled on his present place in 1878, there were but three 
settlers on the way to Newman—Knight, Hardman, and one other. There were four Knight 
families, some back from the road. A man named Jordan was the original patentee of Mr. 
Smith's place. Others who were there when Smith came to this place or shortly after were 
Jeffers, "Billy" Stockton, Bernard Negra (who came in 1880), Joe Cirimele (who is still living), 
and Uriah Wood. When Mr. Smith settled on this place he could go straight from his own 
fence corner to Hill's Ferry, twenty miles, without a fence to stop him or turn him aside. 

        Uriah Wood entered seven sections just south of Smith. Wood secured this land by 
beating Henry Miller in an exciting race to the land office at Stockton; he gave the ferryman 
five dollars, it is said, to hold the ferry boat on the east side of the San Joaquin at San Joaquin 
City until Wood could be sure of start enough to reach Stockton first. The seven sections, says 
Mr. Smith, cost Wood about forty-five cents an acre. Wood did some farming on this land. 

        There were two Portuguese settlers on the West Side when Smith came, Caton and Silva. 
They were both sheep men. 
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        In 1878 old Los Banos and Hill's Ferry were the only West Side towns. At Hill's Ferry there 
were two stores, Newman's and Kahn's. A man named Charles Harris had a lumber yard at 
Hill's Ferry. There was a school there, called the Orestimba School. There was also a 
Cottonwood School when Mr. and Mrs. Smith settled on their ranch. At Los Banos, Mose Korn 
had a store, and Harry Thornton a hotel and saloon. There was also a blacksmith shop. In all, 
there were about a dozen people. Thornton, Mr. Smith says, was there as early as 1874, 
perhaps earlier. Dogtown was about the same size as Los Banos. Adolph Whitman owned the 
store there. The two towns were about half a mile apart. Dogtown didn't start up much until 
they put the canal in, about 1876. 

        The canal was finished down to Los Banos Creek in 1874. In 1878 it was finished to 
Newman. The outside canal was built just a short time before the railroad. As bearing upon 
the water supply, Mr. Smith states that 1924 was the first year since he has been on this 
place when he did not have water enough. 

Mr. Smith estimates that when he arrived there were probably not over two hundred people 
on the West Side, exclusive of Miller's men, though probably more, with them. 

        The place where the Dos Palos colonists were first located was old Shingletown, between 
Ora Loma and the San Joaquin River, in Fresno County, from which, as has already been said, 
they were moved further north into this county when it was found that the land at the 
original location was not good. 

        A Merced County man was once a candidate for President of the United States, but 
unquestionably the man whose career has left the greatest mark on the history of the county 
was Henry Miller. The Presidential candidate was P. D. Wigginton, who ran on the American 
ticket in 1884, when Cleveland was elected on the Democratic ticket, and when Blaine ran on 
the Republican, and John P. St. John of Kansas on the Prohibition and Benjamin F. Butler on 
the Greenback ticket. We may dismiss Wigginton's candidacy with this brief statement, but 
Miller has left a mark that calls for further notice. 

        Miller was born in Brackenheim, Wurtemburg, on July 21, 1827, it is said. That appears to 
dispose of the story that they celebrate Miller's birthday when they hold their May Day 
festival annually on the West Side—at least that they celebrate it on the anniversary of his 
birth. Miller arrived in New York when he was fourteen, and among the early jobs he had was 
one turning a sausage machine, which may possibly be said to have been the first step 
towards his becoming the future cattle baron of California. At any rate we find that by the 
time he was eighteen he had a butcher business of his own in New York, in which he 
employed a hundred men and ran a boat out to schooners in the harbor to supply them with 
meat. He had made $30,000 by the time he was eighteen, and he then closed out his 
business and returned to Germany. But he left the Fatherland shortly to avoid military service, 
and two years later turns up at Panama, where he is in some business, just what does not 
appear, with a partner. Panama fever and bad management on the part of the partner led to 
his settling up this business; and young Miller found himself with a ticket to California, $5 in 
money, and a cane which his weakened condition made necessary. He landed in San 
Francisco in 1850 with his $5 and his walking-stick, and went down the street asking at each 
place of business he came to for employment. One of the exceedingly temporary jobs which 
he seems always to have remembered with distaste was one at washing dishes; but he soon 
got work at a butcher's —it is said he came to a place where there were men needed to skin a 
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lot of lambs, and that he made $14 that day. He soon had a shop of his own, and then 
several shops. 

        And now begins his contact with the San Joaquin Valley. He went down into this country 
to buy cattle, and drove them to San Francisco for slaughter. He became well acquainted 
with cattle-raisers. In 1857 he went through the whole cattle country south to Tehachapi and 
secured options on all the fat beef. Charles Lux was one of several large wholesale butchers 
in San Francisco at that time. When Lux's buyers learned of Miller's options, Miller was able to 
make such terms with Lux that he was taken in as a full partner; and thus began the 
partnership out of which the present corporation grew. That corporation has figured large in 
the history of Merced County. We think of it now as confined almost entirely to the West Side, 
with the exception of some lands on the east bank of the San Joaquin; but the driving energy 
of Henry Miller in his prime extended his activities at least to include the East Side, and if he 
did not own land, he at least bought and sold and shipped here. Oldtimers tell us how, at 
various livery stables, he had his particular team reserved for his use when he should require 
it. In the period of close to twenty years between the building of the Central Pacific on the 
East Side and the railroad on the West Side he made much use of the former. 

        On the West Side many elements of a growing legend group themselves about his name. 
They tell you how his keen eye never overlooked so much as an empty barley sack out of 
place. Any loose end of unfinished business was like a challenge to him. You will hear of his 
sending a man a mile to pick up some trifle. C. W. Smith relates that when he was in Miller's 
employment before 1878, Miller once sent him pretty much the length of the Santa Rita at 
night with two dollars for some man to whom it was due. S. C. Cornett tells how Mr. Miller 
came into the company's store at Firebaugh, trailed by several workless men; ordered the 
storekeeper to give one a shirt, another a pair of pants, another shoes, and so on; and then, 
when the job was done, asked "How much it it?" and paid for it out of his own pocket. There 
was very little trouble about carelessly or maliciously set fires, gates left open, or any similar 
ranch troubles on his places. What was picturesquely known as "the dirty plate route" was 
long an established institution on all the ranches of the company, and men who "packed their 
blankets" from one ranch house to another always sure of something to eat, at the second 
table. There were were some whose small orbits hardly extended beyond the company's 
ranches in this and the adjoining counties. 

        We have already noticed how Miller & Lux in 1866 secured a decree quieting title to the 
Santa Rita. In the early records of deeds we learn that William Dunphey and Thomas Hildreth 
on May 22, 1863, for $10,000, deeded to Henry Miller and Charles Lux two square leagues, 
being the southeast portion of the Rancho Sanjon de Santa Rita, which the deed recites were 
reserved by Francisco Sobranes in a sale to Manuel Castro. We also find a deed of November 
8, 1861, by Manuel and Juan Bautista Castro of the County of San Francisco to Valentine 
Alviso of the County of Alameda, quit-claiming all the Castros' interest in the Santa Rita. It will 
be recalled that this Alviso was the one defendant in Miller & Lux's action to quiet title who 
did not default, and that he stipulated that the decree might be entered, so that we may 
reasonably assume they bought him out. 

        From Hildreth & Hildreth, Miller & Lux acquired one of the largest cattle businesses in the 
San Joaquin Valley and the "H H" brand, which is still theirs. The land now owned by Miller & 
Lux in Merced County includes a great deal besides the Santa Rita and the Orestimba; these 
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two great ranches, with their 46,000 and 10,000 acres respectively in the county, constitute 
hardly a third of the company's Merced land. 

        W. J. Stockton, from his acquaintance with Henry Miller dating from 1872, has conceived 
a great admiration for him, and is well qualified to speak about Miller and about pioneer 
times on the West Side. The following is a talk which Mr. Stockton delivered before the Lions' 
Club at Merced late in 1924, and it gives such a vivid picture that we print it in full: 

  

EARLY DAYS IN MERCED COUNTY AND MY PERSONAL 
RECOLLECTIONS OF HENRY MILLER 

        "Ingersoll once said, The reason that Lot's wife was turned to a pillar of salt, was to keep 
that interesting event fresh in the minds of the people.' As for looking backward, if I had been 
turned into a pillar of salt on every occasion, I would be able to start some salt works by this 
time. 

        "A few years ago we held a meeting of the Pioneers of this county. Everyone that had 
been here forty years, who had come here of his own volition, was eligible. I was one of the 
youngest men in that crowd. They called on me for a speech. I talked for a while, pleasing 
them the best I could. Next day I was talking to Tommy Hall, and he said, 'Bill, you're a great 
talker, aren't you?' I said, 'Well, I don't know; they had some lawyers and preachers there who 
were really good speakers.' `Well,' he said, 'they didn't have anything on you—you just talked 
a blue streak, didn't you Bill?' Then he said, 'Say, really Bill, didn't you have a shot or two ?' I 
hope none of you will think that I have patronized a bottlegger to-day. 

        "My friends, I must say. I feel flattered for your invitation to address you today. When 
anyone reaches my time of life, it is natural for them to look back, and if the 'big I' comes to 
the front you need not be surprised. Of course many of the things I was personally interested 
in are not so interesting to the public. My father lived in half the counties in the State. First in 
Sonoma, and Marin, then in Nevada, Colusa, San Benito and Santa Cruz, where I was married. 

        "I settled in Los Banos fifty-two years ago, where I served the 'dear people' in one 
capacity or another for twenty years, and I am still a school trustee. 

        "When I first came to Los Banos, I hauled timber across the old Toll Road from Gilroy to 
build me a house. It took me about a week to haul one load—and such a road Sometimes we 
used to tie a log on to the back of the wagon with a rope to act as a brake, the road was so 
steep. The stage ran through to Visalia three times a week. Sometimes there were storms in 
the mountains, and high water would delay them, so we would not get our mail for several 
days. Harry Thornton used to say, jovially, that we had `tri'-weekly stages. They went over one 
week and 'tried' to get back the next. 

        "Those pioneers ! What men and women they were ! And their elections ! Oh, my I 
remember them ! There were during one election, three fights over one negro, and then he 
only got $5 for his vote. The county was made up mostly of men from the South—nothing, of 
course, but Democrats. I remember a Mr. Davis was running for the Senate from Stanislaus 
County. He was a Democrat, and had no opponent; it was no use to try to oppose him. Some 
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of the men around town put up a negro bootblack that had a stand at the old El Capitan 
Hotel. Then they went around to some of the old-time Democrats, and told them that Davis 
would surely be elected, but they would like for them to vote for Hiram Smith, who was 
running on the Republican ticket—said he was a personal friend of theirs, and they wanted 
him to get enough votes to make a fair showing. By this method, the bootblack got about 
seventy votes. Then the men who were responsible for his campaign would go around to the 
old-timers and say, 'You're a hell of a Democrat to vote for a Republican, and a damn nigger 
at that!' Mad? I should say so! 

        "Mr. A. J. Meany was the first Democrat I ever voted for. There were two Democrats 
running; so I voted for him. He was a man of pleasing personality, a good fellow, generous 
and warm-hearted, and at that time was one of the most popular men I had ever known. 

        "The next election I remember particularly, was a so-called 'High License' election. It split 
both the old parties wide open, and what an election it was ! I remember Mr. Breckenridge 
was district attorney at that time, a man of the most pleasing personality—would be noticed 
anywhere and everywhere in any company. He coined the term `Anti-Saloon,' which has gone 
everywhere. The man who preached his funeral sermon said of his oratory, that he could 
reach the higher notes with a skill that is seldom equalled and never excelled. Breckenridge 
and one of our old farmers out here in pioneer days, by the name of Brouse, were talking 
over the political situation. Mr. Breckenridge had travelled the 'primrose path' some. Mr. 
Brouse said he didn't see any sense in anybody going into saloons. He said he had never 
drunk whiskey, nor smoked, had never sworn, gambled, nor chased after the ladies. 
Breckenridge said, 'Shake, old man, I've done them all !' I myself, as supervisor, had a very 
warm time over it at home. I didn't have much trouble in Merced, nor with the saloon men 
themselves anywhere. Los Banos at that time was considered kind of a tough place, but I 
was young and husky, and the saloon men themselves didn't bother me, but some of their 
hangers-on wanted to fight with me every day. I couldn't pass a corner but what some of 
them would say something to me—call me names, etc. 

        "There was a young fellow who had just come to town that I knew, who was a prize-
fighter, and in fact he had come in on purpose to get a fight. It was not, however, generally 
known about town. One day I said to him, 'Bill, what will you take to lick about half a dozen 
men for me ?' He said, 'About $5 each.' I said, 'Bill, will you lick five of them for $20 ?' He said 
'Sure.' `Well,' I said, 'there goes one now; you try your hand on him, and see what you can do.' 
He followed the big fellow into Fred Bonillas' saloon. Pretty soon I saw him come out 
backward with the bully following him—three or four men were holding on to him and 
advising Bill to get away while he had a chance. He said, 'Turn the big stiff loose; he couldn't 
lick a baby.' He tore at Bill and made a big swipe at him with his fist. Bill delivered one sharp 
blow in the solar plexus and the fight was over. They picked the fellow up, poured water on 
him, and after a while he came to, raised up, and asked, 'Did I lick him?' They told him, 'Not to 
hurt anything.' 

        "Next morning I went into town. They said that the justice of the peace wanted to see 
me, that Bill Bryan had gotten drunk the night before and had beaten three or four fellows up. 
I went down to the Justice Court. The judge was a friend of mine, in fact I had helped 
materially in making him justice of the peace. He asked me, `What do you want me to do with 
him ?' I told him that I wanted him to be sentenced to leave town for three days, as there was 
a fellow up in the Bonanza District who was going to lick all the High License men there were 
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up there, and I wanted Bill to go up there and meet him. I didn't see Bill for about a week, and 
when I met him, both eyes were black, his lips were cut, and he looked as if he had been run 
through a threshing machine. I asked him what was the 

matter. He said, 'That last man you sent me up against was a $10 man.' 

        "I often wonder if people really know what poverty is. A few of the experiences of my 
pioneer days will introduce it. During the Cleveland administration there was a lot of land 
thrown open to settlement, and everybody, high or low, rich or poor, went out and took up a 
quarter section of land, myself included. I took my wife and little girl, some blankets and a 
little grub, and we went out and camped on the claim. My wife stayed out there on the plains 
and we camped until Sunday. Then I built a house. All we had to contend with on the plains, 
were coyotes, rattlesnakes, skunks, horn toads, grasshoppers and kangaroo rats, north winds 
and dry years. 

        "I planted grain out there on the plains until I got so poor I didn't have a friend in the 
world. Going to work I would go a mile and a half out of my way to keep from meeting a man 
to whom I owed a couple of dollars, who needed it as badly as I did. After it seemed that I had 
lived there beyond all hope, I used to gulp about three times before I could ask a man to trust 
me for four bits' worth of beans. My wife put an old sock in a knot-hole, and fastened it with a 
tack. The North wind blew it so that it waved in the air, and looked just like a foot. It used to 
sing a song of poverty and desolation. When it seemed things had gotten so bad that I 
couldn't stand any more, and I could feel the hungry wolves of poverty snapping at my heels, 
a man came along and said, 'How are you getting along, Mr. Stockton ?' I said, 'Poor enough.' 
Then he said to me, 'Mr. Stockton, I am going to dig a canal right out there.' Talk about the 
voices of angels, the music of an Aeolian harp; think about the first time your sweetheart let 
you kiss her, kind of by accident—it was absolutely nothing compared to those words! 

        "Then he told me, 'You can have all the credit you want at my store. I'll help you and you 
help me.' We had a public meeting, about fifty of us, and of course we resolved that we had 
to have some water. The whole business of us couldn't have raised $10,000 to save our lives. 
No bank would have loaned it to us—been foolish if they had. I told them what Miller had 
done for the people at Hill's Ferry; maybe he could do something for us. He went to work and 
dug us a canal 40 miles long, 100 feet wide, and filled it full of water, and told us to go to it; 
and there wasn't a man who owned a piece of land as big as my hat that he didn't make a 
comparatively rich man. This brings me to the finest man I ever knew in my life. 

        "Henry Miller was the greatest builder who ever lived on the Pacific Coast, and I'll except 
no one. He dug canals enough, lay them end to end, to reach from here to New York. He 
added forty or fifty million dollars to the wealth of the people on the West Side, for which he 
did not receive a nickel. He is the only man I ever knew or ever head of who built canals for 
people for nothing and then gave them the benefit of them. After he built our canal, called 
the Upper Canal, he extended it on to Cottonwood, where he didn't own a foot of land, simply 
because the people asked him to. Just after that he built the canal from Los Banos to 
Orestimba, just because the people asked him to build up the country. Sometimes I think of 
what a man told me of the Indian language—that there is no word in it to correspond with 
our word 'gratitude,' and I wonder if it shouldn't be struck out of our dictionary as well. 
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        "After Mr. Miller built the canal down to Newman there wasn't water enough, so he went 
through and double-lined the canal from Los Banos to Firebaugh. He spent $70,000 making 
the canal to Orestimba larger, and then they sued him for a reduction in the price of water, 
when it had raised the price of their land from $10 to $200 an acre. That Orestimba land to-
day, I'll put side by side with any land in the State of California; there are trees down there six 
feet thick. They took a physical valuation of the canal and although it had cost a million and a 
quarter of dollars, they valued it at $325,000 and on that allowed him 6 per cent, or $1.50 an 
acre. He waited for four years, then he had another valuation taken with the same witnesses, 
and they pronounced it worth $600,000. On that basis, of course, they should have allowed 
him $5 an acre; but they weren't that kind of people. They allowed him the same old $1.50. 

        "Mr. Stevinson got a judgment against Mr. Miller for $425,000 for taking the water off of 
1560 acres of his land, which never had any water on it in the first place. Then too, Mr. Miller 
had offered to put water on to the land. The judgment was so absurd it was thrown out of 
court, and was later retried in Mariposa County. Jim Peck, in speaking of how Mr. Miller had 
robbed Mr. Stevinson, who he said had gone through many hardships, when he settled down 
there in 1854, was so moved that the tears rolled down his checks, as big as apples. If Mr. 
Stevinson had had more money I guess they would have been as big as pumpkins. 

        "Now I am going to tell you what I think is the greatest thing Mr. Miller ever did. You 
remember Bryan, free silver, 16 to 1, etc. Mr. Bryan never had anything to do with it. He was 
only called in like a doctor, after the patient was dead. The demonetizing of silver absolutely 
ruined every farmer in the United States. They had better have taken everything that the 
farmers had and burned it up. A pestilence had better have come along and killed every head 
of stock they had, cattle, horses and sheep, and it would have been better for them than to 
have the country put on the gold standard at that time. You see, it came on just after the war 
when there was absolutely no gold in the United States except that which was being dug out 
in California and Colorado. I myself was considered a farmer of average means. I was 
probably worth $20,000; yet I went clear 'broke' inside of three years, and gave Miller & Lux 
my note for $3200, after I had sold everything in the world that I possessed. I sold a six-horse 
team that cost me nearly $2000 for $40. I sold 400 tons of barley for $11 a ton that had cost 
me more than $20 to produce. 

        "I am not telling this for political reasons, but simply to show what Mr. Miller did for the 
people. There wasn't a man in Los Banos or Dos Palos who could have paid his debts to save 
his life, and there were no exceptions. The only thing in the world left to any of them was a 
credit account in Miller & Lux's store. For five solid years they didn't even send out store bills. 
If a man was of any account, they would help him out; if he wasn't, they helped him anyway. 
If it hadn't been for Miller, the people would have actually suffered for the necessities of life. 
There must have been at least 3000 people in that part of the country. Of course such 
conditions couldn't last. 

        "I met Mr. Miller one day, and he said to me, 'I am eighty-four years old and I don't want 
any of my old friends to be in trouble after I pass away. Now, Mr. Stockton, you owe me 
$9000. How much can you pay ?"Mr. Miller, you know my business just as well as I know it 
myself.' `Well,' he said, 'Give me two pieces of property that you hold which are mortgaged to 
me and $1000 in cash, and I'll call it square.' I went to my friends and borrowed the money in 
twenty minutes, and had it in the bank. That mortgage had been such a nightmare to me 
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that when I went home that night and tried to tell my wife what had happened, I couldn't do 
it. I lay down on the bed and cried like a baby. 

        "I've never been afraid of anybody that I know of, and I've heard bullets whistle pretty 
close sometimes, but that debt made as pitiful a coward of me as ever walked the earth. I 
went to town next morning and one of my neighbors said to me, 'Bill, I've paid Miller and Lux, I 
don't owe them a cent.' This is the way that he paid: He gave Mr. Miller $500, and Mr. Miller 
gave him $8000. One of my neighbors—I can use his name, because he told it himself, and is 
something of a financier himself—Mr. Chappell, said he owed him $3000. Mr. Miller asked him 
how much he could pay. He said he couldn't pay very much, he was too poor. Mr. Miller then 
asked him if he could give him $500, and he said he didn't have it. 'Can you give me $250 ?' 
Mr. Chappell said, 'No, I haven't that much money.' Then Mr. Miller said 'Can you give me $125 
?' He said he thought he could, so they settled for that amount. He gave $125 for the $3000 
Mr. Miller had given him. 

        "I was on the inside, in many of his business affairs. Mr. Shannon told me that he 
scratched $350,000 off the books, in mortgages and notes together, at that time enough to 
have bought the whole Mitchell ranch; and I expect today it is worth forty or fifty million 
dollars, isn't it ? 

        "There is another story of his earlier life. When the Western Meat Company went to 
exploit San Francisco as they had the Eastern cities, they put the price of beef down to 
almost nothing. Miller had at that time 40,000 beef cattle. He turned them out on the range, 
and without the meat company knowing what he was doing he started in buying beef from 
them, and reselling it. At times he took a whole ship load. He had been buying from them for 
about six months before they really realized what they were doing. Then they undertook to 
raise the price. Mr. Miller told them that the people of San Francisco were his friends, and that 
they should not be robbed. The consequence was that beef was from three to five cents a 
pound cheaper in San Francisco than it was in Kansas City, Omaha, St Louis, Chicago, or any 
of the Eastern cities, and the Western Meat Company lay down like licked dogs. 

        "I think the most remarkable thing he ever did was to make $30,000 in New York before 
he was a grown man. He told my wife that when he was eighteen years old he had 100 men 
working for him. Old, gray-headed men seventy years old called him 'the old man' then. He 
sold out in New York and went home to Germany; but he found that if he stayed there he 
would have to serve in the army, so he disappeared, and wasn't heard of for two years by 
any of his people. As a matter of fact he was in Panama, where he had gone into business. 
He got the Panama fever; and when he got over it, he found that he had been sick so long 
that his partner by bad management had brought their business to a condition where it was 
necessary to close out. He bought a ticket to San Francisco, and took with him $5, all the 
money he had in the world, and a walking-stick. The reason he had the walking-stick was 
because he couldn't walk without it. He landed in San Francisco in 1850. 

        "Mr. Miller first went into the butcher business, started out working for wages, but soon 
had shops of his own. He would run one shop for a while, and then buy another one. In those 
days the wholesalers would go out into the country in the fall of the year and buy up enough 
stock to last them through the winter. They would drive them as near to San Francisco as 
they could and keep them there, slaughtering them as they were needed for the market. Mr. 
Miller went out one fall and bonded all the fat cattle that there were in the State. Mr. Lux at 
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that time was the biggest wholesale butcher in San Francisco. When he sent men out after 
beef cattle, there were none to be had. Lux went to Mr. Miller and told him that he must have 
beef. Mr. Miller told him he would let him have beef on one condition only, that he would 
furnish him the money to pay for those cattle and take him into full partnership. Mr. Lux 
fulfilled these conditions; hence the firm name of Miller & Lux. 

        "Soon afterwards they bought out the firm of Hildreth & Hildreth of the H H brand, who 
were at that time the largest cattle men in the State of California. From that time forward 
Miller & Lux were the cattle kings of this State. 

        "I am in communication with Mr. Conan Doyle, and consequently I can tell you what 
happened to Mr. Miller after he passed into the Land of Shadows. Being a very wicked man, 
he cussed and swore sometimes; consequently he went down yonder. The old devil looked at 
him and said, 'Who are you?' 

        "He said, 'I am Henry Miller.' 

        "The Devil said, 'What do you expect to do down here?' 

        " 'Well, every place I have been I have always built canals; perhaps I can build some 
here.' 

        "Old Nick said, 'We certainly don't want any canals down here: I've got too many lawyers 
and preachers to burn. So I guess you had better go on up above; maybe Peter can find 
something for you to do. 

        "So he climbed the golden stairs and knocked at the pearly gates. He was told to come 
in, and Peter turned to Gabriel and said: 

        " 'Gabriel, open the book of life and we'll see what Mr. Miller has been doing.' 

        " 'I find that he has cussed and swore some.' 

        " 'Never mind that; I want to know the good things that he has done. Anybody is apt to 
get aggravated sometimes.' 

        " 'I find that he has dug a great many canals.' 

        " 'Then Peter turned to Mr. Miller and said to him: 

        " 'Come over here. What is that long line of water I see down there, and those villages I 
see stretched along the line of water?' 

        " 'That is the San Joaquin and Kings River Canal. When I went there that was a desert. 
When we built that canal, people could come and settle and make a living; so they built those 
schoolhouses and towns and farm houses you see down there.' 
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        " 'What is that line of men I see down there—a long enough line, if standing side of side, 
to reach around the world?' 

        " 'Those are the tramps that I have fed. I have taken care of more of them at one time 
than the whole city of San Francisco put together sometimes.' 

        " 'What is that other long line of men that I see, thousands and thousands of them?' 

        " 'Those are the men who worked for me.' 

        " 'How is it that so many men were willing to work for you instead of working for 
themselves? They seem to be intelligent men.' 

        " 'Well, I suppose they could make more money working for me than they could working 
for themselves, and so they worked for me.' 

        " 'Mr. Miller, did you make much money in the other world? Tell me about how much.' 

        " 'About $100,000,000.' 

        " 'What did you do with it all ?' 

        " 'I had about $25,000,000 stolen from me, about $25,000,000 I paid out defending 
myself in lawsuits, and I left about $50,000,000 to my heirs.' 

        " 'How did you make your money, Mr. Miller ?' 

        " 'I made it in the cattle business.' 

        "Peter said to him, 'Do you see those Elysian fields over yonder ?' "He said, 'Yes.' 

        " 'Well,' said St. Peter, 'you go over there and take charge of the cattle; Jacob's getting 
pretty old for the cattle business anyway.' " 
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CHAPTER XIII 

THE CATTLE INDUSTRY AND THE NO-FENCE LAW 

  

        When those wagon-loads of immigrants began in 1868 and 1869 to pour into the 
country south of the Merced River, along Bear Creek and Mariposa Creek and down in the 
Sandy Mush and Dover countries, they found a situation existing such that there was bound 
to be a conflict before they could conquer the plains for wheat. Expressed in one word, the 
situation was "cattle." Wild horses likewise added to the picturesqueness of the situation, just 
as did also antelope, but these were no man's property—there was no one to raise his voice if 
the new grain-raisers dispossessed them. The cattle, while they may have looked just as wild 
to the casual eye, were property with strong and determined owners to fight for the wide 
pastures that made the cattle fat and the owners rich. 

        We have caught a good many glimpses of this situation, along through earlier chapters, 
have seen how such men as John M. Montgomery, John B. Cocanour, John Ruddle, the 
Stevinsons and the Hildreths made trips to the States, largely to Missouri, and drove out 
bands of cattle along the long route which it took from early spring until fall to travel one 
way. These men, knew pasture when they saw it, and it will help explain the growth of the 
cattle industry here if we remember the statement made advisedly by an experienced cattle 
man in 1924, that there are more cattle shipped from within a radius of twenty-five miles of 
Merced than from any other equal area in the world. Henry Miller knew cattle and cattle 
country, and it was not by accident that the Santa Rita, on the West Side of the county, 
became Miller's pride. The country was a cattle paradise, and men grew rich raising them. 
Cattle were the basis of practically all the fortunes built up in the county during the first 
fifteen years of its history. 

        Cattle and Free Pasture.—The great plains, which later were to be reduced to private 
ownership and become the great wheat fields, were public domain, and the cattle roamed 
over them without charge or restriction and grew fat and multiplied. We have seen how, on 
the 1857 assessment roll, J. M. Montgomery was the richest man in the county, and how he 
was assessed for nearly 5000 head of stock and only 640 acres of land, the home ranch upon 
Bear Creek to which he brought his bride in the summer of 1854. The ranch was just a place 
to live, a base of operations. Even his rodeo ground was apparently not on this section but 
lower down the creek on public land. Before the end of the sixties Montgomery had come to 
be known as the Money and Cattle King of Merced County. Above him on Bear Creek and 
down near the modern Lingard were the Givens family; out in the Le Grand section were 
William Johnson and Stoneroad and Kelly, down on Lower Bear Creek was John B. 
Concanour; at what is called the Shaffer Ranch now, were Neill Brothers, William and James; 
on the lower Merced were the Stevinsons, father and son; out towards where Planada is now 
was Harvey J. Ostrander, to mention only a few. Their cattle ran at will over the plains, 
mingled together. Once a year they held rodeos, gathered them up, branded them, sorted out 
one owner's stock from another's. Peter Fee, who was himself a cattle man in a small way, 
tells of attending a number of rodeos, and he quite frequently brought home a few head of 
his stock. By this annual roundup, aided by the gregarious instinct of the animals, did the 
owners convey to their stock the gentlest of hints about where home was. Naturally, except 
that they had less speed, the cattle roamed just about as freely and as far as the horses or 
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the antelope. Not all were of the stock brought out from Missouri. We see on the 1857 
assessment roll how stock cattle are divided into "American" and "Spanish." Some classified 
as "Spanish" probably were driven out from Texas; the greater part were doubtless of the 
stock brought in earlier by the Spaniards and Mexicans to the country just across the 
Pacheco Pass. 

        A style of farming that raised such a product did not need much in the way of roads; the 
product walked to market on its own feet. The first market that attracted the pioneers of the 
industry was doubtless the mines in the nearby hills. Most of the cattle men had taken a brief 
try at the mines and knew from their own experience that there was a demand for meat. But 
the business outgrew this market and they drove cattle to San Francisco, Sacramento and 
Stockton. Sometimes it was the owners who drove them, sometimes professional drovers 
who came out into the cattle country and bought the stock. There were regular routes, 
regular stopping-places, varied sometimes as food and water requirements dictated. There 
were no banks except in the large cities, and payments were made in gold. Up in a big bend 
on the Cosumnes River a few miles this side of Sacramento, they used to hold the cattle on 
the way to that market for a few days to recoup from the long drive. E. W. Stockird, a 
grandson of Colonel Stevinson, tells of driving some three hundred head to Sacramento on 
one occasion and getting paid for them in gold—something like $15,000, and they carried it 
home on a horse in the saddle-bags on the horn of the saddle, and ruined the horse with the 
heavy weight on his 

shoulders. For the San Francisco market they used to drive the cattle to the Oakland side of 
the Bay, and the buyers would take them there. 

        They began pretty early to run cattle and sheep into the Sierra Nevadas in the summer. 
Ostrander Lake and Peregoy Meadows are samples of place names in the mountains which 
commemorate this practice. John Muir, in his first summer in the Sierra Nevadas, went in to 
Tuolumne Meadows as a sort of consulting engineer to the sheep herder, and that was in 
1869. Dr. J. B. Campbell, writing in Outdoor Life in August, 1922, tells of taking a band of 
horses from down towards San Luis Obispo across the San Joaquin Valley through Merced 
County and up the Stanislaus and down the Walker River into Nevada. When they reached 
the Walker they hadn't had any fresh meat for quite a while, and Dr. Campbell killed a calf. He 
says if Colonel Stevinson or any of his descendants are alive he extends his apologies for 
taking their calf. One of Colonel Stevinson's descendants, who is very much alive, assures us 
that such an apology would have been accepted as a matter of course—that it was the 
custom of the country to take an animal for food by anyone who was thus in need of it. 

        But while such retail taking was entirely all right, woe to the taker who extended his 
operations to a wholesale scale. Down on the San Joaquin River near Fremont's Ford there 
stood for many years after the American occupation a bleached dead tree that was at once 
a landmark and a warning to cattle rustlers. In the latter part of 1852 the tree was alive; the 
country was then of course a part of Mariposa County. Sometime between August of that 
year, when J. J. Stevinson bought James Waters' place, and December, when he married 
Louisa Jane Cox, he was one of a group of cattle men who caught six Mexicans and a 
German rustling cattle. The seven were tried, found guilty and hanged to the branches of the 
tree. That the tree shortly afterwards died may perhaps have been taken as a grim omen by 
any gentleman inclined to go and take some other gentleman's cattle. Summary and outside 
the letter of the law, of course; but the main point, and the one usually missed by those who 
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make novels or movies out of the story of the West, is that these men here on the plains, just 
as the miners were doing in the hills, were working out, with deliberation and their Anglo-
Saxon capacity for self-government, the problem of supplying an orderly government where 
that which was more formally established was too far away and too weak to extend its arm 
to cover the situation. They went openly by day where the modern lyncher goes secretly by 
night, and that was the measure of the difference between them. These pioneers were 
working out one of the community's problems—and by and large, working it out justly, even if 
roughly. If most of the hanged were Mexicans, that was because most of the rustlers were 
Mexicans. Up between Snelling and Merced Falls the present county road runs between two 
large oak trees, and a story from early times that some stock rustlers had been hanged on 
their boughs, received practical corroboration a few years ago when some human bones 
were brought to light when the road was being graded. 

        As all human institutions are imperfect, however, this rough and ready justice sometimes 
made mistakes, and when it did they were hard to correct. Oldtimers over Snelling way tell of 
two Mexicans having been caught. By way of cross examination one of them had had a 
noose placed around his neck and the other end placed over a limb. His captors had just 
lifted him off the ground when the other Mexican chose that moment to make a 
demonstration by dashing off and firing a revolver which had not been taken away from him. 
As the demonstrator had expected, all of the Americans joined in chasing him; but as he had 
not expected, the one who had been holding the rope took a turn around a snag before 
joining the chase, and by the time the running Mexican had been caught the hanging one 
was dead. There were enough Mexicans who were lawless; and there was enough race 
feeling, so that old time cattlemen will tell you they used to be careful to keep their eyes on 
every Mexican they met so long as he was within the length of a riata of them. But it should 
not be concluded that all Mexicans were lawless, or that those who were law-abiding did not 
get a square deal. We have read in the files of the paper how Judge Belt shot a Mexican and 
gave himself up, and was discharged after an examination before a magistrate. We can also 
read in the files of a Mexican shooting and killing a county official and walking into Snelling 
and giving himself up, and pleading self-defense and being released by the examining 
magistrate. 

        Square dealing and the capacity to govern themselves distinguished the men of those 
days, and it was this that enabled them, when the problem of adjusting themselves to the 
new order of things arose with the coming of the grain-growers, to settle that problem 
without human bloodshed. The grain men killed a considerable number of cattle; the cattle 
men or their vaqueros drove their cattle in the beginning upon some grain crops by night. But 
the representative men on both sides approached the problem soberly and with a real desire 
to solve it justly and peaceably. The nearest approach to human bloodshed seems, from the 
testimony of reliable men who were here at the time, to have been that referred to in the 
following particularly poor specimen of writing from the Argus of June 18, 1870, and with 
reference to this it may be truly said that the matter had been settled before this time. 

        "Fight on the Plains.—A couple of ordinarily peaceable citizens of this county, residing 
near Plainsburg, having each fancied himself aggrieved, in consequence of the operation of 
the Trespass Law, got at loggerheads, and meeting on the open prairies a few miles south of 
that place, concluded to settle the dispute between the farmers and stockmen by single 
combat. Each being armed with a Colt's revolver, they exchanged several shots, when both 
coming to the conclusion that prudence would dictate to them the necessity of holding one 
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or two loads in reserve, ceased firing, as if by mutual consent. They fought on horseback, and 
charged and countercharged furiously as the battle progressed. Both the combatants 
escaped uninjured, we are pleased to say, yet it is reported that horseflesh suffered 
considerably." 

        A reporter on a paper today who should turn in a story which concealed so many 
interesting facts, including the names of the fighters, would probably lose his job; but if you 
should chance to find a man now who was here at this time, it is probable you would find him 
just as reticent as Steele was in this story in the Argus. This incident, as already remarked, 
occurred after the fight was really all over with. 

        Anyone who makes an examination of the early laws of California as to what should 
constitute a lawful fence, must be struck with the fact that an exceedingly good fence was 
required, beater almost than might be expected to be required today. He will probably be 
surprised at this until he realizes that the few farmers had to fence the stock out instead of 
the owners fencing it in, and that the strength of the fences required before they should be 
liable before the law for the trespasses of their animals reflected the strength of the 
stockmen politically. The Trespass Law, the so-called No Fence Law, first passed in 1866 and 
applied to Marin, Yolo and part of Sacramento Counties, was therefore a revolutionary piece 
of legislation. It marked the beginning of the end of the old unrestricted cattle ranging. The 
act was entitled "An Act to Protect Agriculture, and to Prevent the Trespassing of Animals 
upon Private Property." It provided that an owner or occupant could take up animals 
trespassing upon his land, hold them a given number of days, give notice to a justice of the 
peace, and if the owner did not pay the damage they had done and pay for their keep at a 
rate provided, could have the trespassing animals sold to pay the damage, and keep. It was 
by an amendment approved March 26, 1870, that this act was extended to apply to the part 
of Merced County east of the San Joaquin, as well as to some half a dozen other counties 
and parts of counties—Stanislaus, San Joaquin and parts of Solano, Santa Barbara, San 
Diego, and Los Angeles. This extension of the act to these counties marked the end rather 
than the beginning of the fight, so far as Merced County was concerned at any rate. 

        In 1868 a man named Pixley had about 1700 acres of grain on the banks of the Merced 
River. A bunch of cattle ran over a big part of it along in the spring before it had begun to joint 
and trampled a good deal of it into the ground. It looked pretty badly damaged and Pixley 
went to some of the cattle men for satisfaction. A group of them, Neill Brothers, Colonel 
Stevinson and several others, who amongst them owned the cattle that had done the 
damage, got together and named Colonel Stevinson to arrive at a settlement with Mr. Pixley. 
The result reflected a good deal of honor on both sides. They agreed that Pixley should 
harvest the trampled grain separately from the untrampled, keep account of the acres and 
bushels in each lot, and that the cattle men would pay him for the loss shown in this way. 
When the grain was harvested, Colonel Stevinson came around to settle, and Pixley reported 
that instead of their owing him money, he owed them. So they let it stand as it was. 

        There were losses along during 1868 and 1869, as we have already seen from the paper 
of the time—crops trampled out by cattle. There were some cattle shot by the irate farmers, 
particularly some bulls. The oldtimes of near Merced will tell you of how they used to patrol 
their crops, how they used to drive the cattle and the wild horses away down towards the 
San Joaquin. The cattle men set their vaqueros to help keep their cattle off the grain, because 
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they did not want them killed and also because they were fair men. But the vaqueros were 
far too few. 

        In the spring of 1869 the stockmen and the grain men called a meeting at Patrick 
Carroll's ranch, known now usually as the Sheehy place, to adjust their differences. John M. 
Montgomery was a leader among the cattlemen and was known as just man. A good many 
wanted him to act as chairman. He declined on the ground that there were more grain men 
than cattle men, and that the chairman ought to be a grain man. Warner Oliver, a Methodist 
minister, and at that time the owner of the greater part of the site where Merced now is, was 
chosen chairman. Among the cattle men were Mr. Montgomery, the Neill brothers, William 
and James, N. B. Stoneroad, W. C. Turner, J. B. Cocanour, "Claibe" Dean, E. T. Givens, and a lot 
of others. Among the grain men were the two Healy brothers, former cattle men, Warner 
Oliver and his brother William, who lived on the north side of Bear Creek, L. R. Fancher, W. P. 
Fowler, and a still larger number of others. This meeting was about the end of March or the 
beginning of April. The stockmen, led by Mr. Montgomery, agreed that they would have to 
recognize the rights of the men who had bought the land. The two factions held separate 
sessions when it looked as if they might not be able to agree. The stockmen agreed that they 
would hold a big rodeo at the end of May and that they would move their cattle out of the 
grain lands, northward or southward, according to where they had ranged. Both parties 
agreed to do all they could to keep the cattle off the grain, and the grain men agreed not to 
kill cattle. They carried this out. The cattle men moved out. Montgomery with his cattle 
formed a partnership with W. S. Chapman, who had become the owner of an immense lot of 
land in the Valley, and the Chowchilla Ranch was the result. Down on the road towards El 
Nido on the left-hand side of the road, may still be seen a small part of the redwood picket 
fence of which Montgomery built about seventeen miles along the north border of the 48,000 
acres that Chapman put into the partnership against Montgomery's 12,000 to 15,000 cattle. 
He built it out of redwood logs brought by water to Dover and split into pickets, and hauled 
overland by wagon, a line set between the old order and the new. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD AND THE FOUNDING OF MERCED 

  

        By the fall of 1869 the new grain-raisers who had for the past year or more been flocking 
into the plains country had tried transportation by water and had convincingly demonstrated 
some of its uncertainties, or rather the certainty that there could be none for a long enough 
period after their crops were harvested to enable them to get the grain to market. We have 
seen how great quantities of grain were left on the growers' hands during the winter of 1869 
and 1870, either on their own farms or at the most no nearer to market than in warehouses 
on the river banks, as at Dover and Hill's Ferry. The summer of 1869 may perhaps have been 
an unusually favorable year for river transportation at that; at any rate Mrs. Stevinson recalls 
that it was only for one year that steamboats attempted to make a serious business of 
getting up the San Joaquin higher than the mouth of the Merced. It is interesting to note in 
this connection that the pictures in the old 1881 history showing steamboats in the Merced 
River at the Stevinson and the W. C. Turner ranches were not drawn from imagination, but 
from "life." A young man who was one of those engaged in the work on the 1881 history was 
stormbound at the Stevinson Ranch for a week, and made the sketch of that place, steamer 
and all, while he was there, and the boats actually did go as far up as the Turner Ranch. 

        Dover, shortest-lived of all the county's towns, had been begun in July, 1869, Steele tells 
us. During the summer of 1869 it had its short boom, and after the winter of 1869 and 1870 
the Argus does not have much of anything to say about the town. Steele tells of visiting both 
Dover and Hill's Ferry in March, 1870, and he speaks of their appearance of prosperity; but in 
his account of the same trip he tells us that the prospects are that the grain crop on the West 
Side will be a total failure for want of rain, and we are left with the impression that he was 
deceived about the prosperity, or perhaps he was unwilling to admit that his earlier 
prophecies of a permanent growth for the place had so soon proved wrong. 

        In the Argus of October 23, 1869, appeared the following: 

        "Railroad.—Railroad is the principal topic in many localities throughout the State, each 
particular place having a favorite line. The line in which the people of the San Joaquin Valley 
are most interested, and the only one that could possibly aid them by supplying 
transportation facilities for their produce commensurate with their wants, is a 'dead beat' so 
far as the people of Stockton and the S. J. V. R. R. Co. is concerned. The little bid of three 
hundred thousand dollars has excited the cupidity of the professional land-grabbing 
association, and they retard the commencement of operation by bringing in claims on the 
part of the Copperopolis Railroad. We, here, have no right to grumble about the manner in 
which the people of Stockton invest their money, and have no objections to their building a 
road to Meader's copper mine if they desire to do so; but we do object to their holding out the 
idea to the public that their intention is to build a road to secure the trade of this valley when 
their real design is to run out a few miles into the country for the sole purpose of gobbling the 
unsettled land in the foothills. While this valley offers greater inducements than any other 
section of the State to capitalists to invest in railroad building, the country at the same time 
would be more benefited by such an enterprise, as it would enable the people to settle upon 
and cultivate millions of acres of rich land which now lie fallow because of the impossibility of 
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farmers obtaining supplies or transporting their produce to market. Though opposed to 
monopolies, we believe the only hope and salvation of this section of the State is in relying 
upon the Central and Western Pacific Companies, and offering to them inducements that will 
ensure the building and stocking of a road through this valley within a year or two. Direct 
trade with San Francisco for the people of the San Joaquin Valley will in all probability be the 
result of the policy now pursued by the Stockton people, and that city will find when too late 
to avert its doom that the people to the southward of it can get along without it, and ignore 
its very existence so far as trade is concerned. Instead of throwing obstacles in the way of 
improvement of the transportation facilities between this city and the country, Stocktonians 
should vie with each other in studying out plans to aid any enterprise set on foot to connect 
that point with the great wheat-growing section south of the Tuolumne River, where now all 
enterprise languishes simply for want of means of transportation commensurate with the 
requirements of the settlers. The winter season is now setting in, and the people see no 
means offered them for getting to market the large quantities of grain which their lands are 
capable of producing, and therefore they will not be likely to plant as largely as they would do 
were there a prospect for the completion of the railroad through the valley within the next 
twelve months. The mutton, pork, beef, and grain sent annually from this valley to San 
Francisco amounts to an immense trade, which could be increased ten-fold in a short space 
of time if improvement of transportation facilities could be kept up with the demands of the 
country." 

        In the issue of November 6, 1869, the Argus prints a communication from a writer who 
masks his identity under the name of "Hampden"—not dauntless enough, apparently, to 
disclose his real name—which says that the Honorable William M. Stewart, United States 
Senator from Nevada, has been in Snelling on a trip through the valley in behalf of the 
Western Pacific Railroad, and that he is inviting the counties to donate $10,000 a mile to help 
build the railroad "from Shepherd's Ferry to Visalia." Already, we are told, Senator Stewart has 
secured donations of 50,000 acres of land conditioned on the building of the road to 
Sycamore Point by September 15, 1871. According to the letter, the road contemplates 
crossing the Tuolumne near Empire City, and the Merced near McConnell's Ranch. Hampden 
points out that such a line would run for about thirty miles through Merced County, and the 
county would thus have to donate about $300,000 if it accepted Senator Stewart's invitation. 
Hampden is in favor of having the county do this, and argues that it is estimated that the 
assessed valuation for ten miles on each side of the road would be increased $10 an acre, a 
total increase of $3,840,000, which he says is more than the county's total assessed 
valuation, and that the county would make money by the donation. Steele comments 
editorially and counsels going slow on Hampden's proposition. The files of the paper later 
show that an attempt to get a big donation from the county failed. 

        An advertisement of a sawmill for sale in the same issue providentially gives us the 
location of Sycamore Point. The steam sawmill is at Sycamore Point, San Joaquin River, and 
those interested are directed to apply to James Helm, Firebaugh's Ferry. 

        The issue of December 18, 1869, contains this: "Stockton and Her Railroad 
Projects.—Within the past year, numerous railroad projects have been sprung in Stockton, all 
of which have been killed, or failed for want of enterprise on the part of the people along the 
lines of the respective proposed roads. The Stockton and Tulare Railroad proved a fizzle; the 
Stockton and Copperopolis Railroad ditto; the Ship Canal likewise; but now it seems that the 
pertinacity with which the Stocktonians have stuck to their intention to build a railroad up the 
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valley of the San Joaquin is about to be rewarded. The 'Stockton and Visalia Railroad' is the 
latest proposition, and it ought to succeed. The need of a railroad up the valley has been 
plainly seen for years; but the sparseness of population, combined with other obstacles, has 
prevented its construction. The Stockton Independent says: 'At a meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Stockton and Visalia Railroad Company held at Pioneer Hall on Saturday 
evening last, James A. Jackson was elected President; Frank Stewart, Treasurer; and Austin 
Sperry, Secretary. There is 

at present $191,000 subscribed to the stock of the company, and ten per centum of the same 
has been paid into the treasury. It is the intention of the company to fully complete its 
organization, immediately after which books for further subscriptions will be opened. The 
prospects of a speedy commencement of the work are very encouraging, as the company 
can now safely calculate upon securing funds sufficient to construct the road from Stockton 
to a point near Empire City.' " 

        On March 5, 1870, appears the following on "Railroad Building," which the Argus quotes 
with brief comment from the San Joaquin Republican: 

        "From I. M. Hubbard, Superintendent of construction on the San Joaquin and Tulare 
Railroad, we learn that the railroad is now completed to the north bank of the Stanislaus 
River, a distance of eleven miles from Wilson's Station, the point of connection with the 
Western Pacific road. Some little delay will take place, occasioned by the unfinished bridge 
across the river; but as soon as this is completed the road will, we are informed, be pushed 
forward rapidly in the direction of Tulare Lake. It is not contemplated to run the road to 
Visalia, but to leave that place somewhere twelve or fourteen miles to the eastward. If the 
company can manage to keep itself to the sticking point, the people of the Valley will soon be 
able to hear the whistle of Crocker's steam wagons and will ride on a railroad—if they have 
money enough. Only ten cents a mile, and board yourself." 

        From Stockton to the Stanislaus bridge, says the Argus, is about twenty-three miles. 

        Some little light on transportation conditions in the part of Merced County towards which 
this railroad is advancing may be gained from three notices published in the Argus in 
December and January, 1869 and 1870, to the effect that the board of supervisors will be 
asked at the meeting on February 7, 1870, to lay out and locate three new roads. The notices 
are signed by Neill McSwain, W. P. Fowler, and H. W. French. The first road was to be about 
twenty-three miles in length, and was to extend from J. M. Montgomery's Ranch, the present 
Wolfsen Ranch, down the north side of Bear Creek to somewhere near where Merced now is; 
then to leave the creek a little and run out to where Sections 18 and 19 corner on the 
westerly line of Township 7 South, Range Thirteen East; thence south two miles to join and 
include an existing private road to Dover. The second was to be about seventeen miles in 
length, and to extend from the Lone Tree vicinity to join the Snelling and Mariposa Creek road 
near Montgomery's ranch. The third was to be about thirteen miles in length, and was to 
extend from the southeast corner of Section 16, Township 7 South, Range 13 East, on the 
lands of Dr. R. P. Ashe (Fergus vicinity, and apparently connecting with the road from 
Montgomery's Ranch to Dover), northwesterly to McSwain's Ferry across the Merced River in 
Section 9, Township 6 South, Range 12 East. 
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        Owners of land crossed by the first road are given as S. M. Montgomery, Ray & Hines, W. 
P. Fowler, Job Wheat, and Joseph F. Goodale, to a point on Bear Creek in Section 22, 
Township 7 South, Range 13 East . . . , Isaac Friedlander, S. B. Dillion, J. C. Rogers, Neill 
McSwain, R. P. Ashe, J. B. Cocanour, G. W. Kidd, J. W. Mitchell, A. C. Hill and H. P. Jolly, P. R. Tarr, 
F. G. Anderson, Thomas Pletts, George Drumbald, and J. M. Soaper. By the second, Isaac 
Friedlander, W. Mitchell, Joseph G. Morrison, Warner Oliver, J. M. Montgomery, Joseph F. 
Goodall (Goodale, probably), P. Carroll, Frank Stewart, Stockwell & Guernsey, Timothy Page, W. 
K. Knight, and L. Howard. By the third, R. P. Ashe, Neill McSwain, John Archibald, Thomas 
Bevans, Thos. J. A. Chambers, A. S. Chase, E. S. Holden, Stewart & Newell, C. J. Cressey, 
Theodore Lee, A. Hoenshell, Neill Brothers, and Joshua Griffith. 

        Back in the issue of the Argus for September 25, 1869, we get a clue to the $300,000 
referred to in the story about the railroad talked about from Stockton to Copperopolis, when 
we read that Leland Stanford, president of the S. J. V. R. R., had entered into an agreement 
with the Mayor and Common Council of Stockton whereby he was to build seventy-five miles 
of railroad south from Stockton, and the city to donate the right of way within its limits and 
on completion of the seventy-five miles to contribute $300,000. 

        Back in the Herald of September 19, 1868, is a little item about "Improved Mail Facilities." 
It says that Congress has established a new mail route from Stockton to Millerton, by way of 
French Camp, Tuolumne City, Paradise, Empire City, Hopetown, Snelling, P. Y. Welch's store on 
Mariposa Creek, Appling's store on the Chowchilla, and so to Millerton. Possibly Uncle Sam 
had something to do with the dropping of the old name of "Forlorn Hope," and "Hopetown" 
easily dropped the "w." It is also interesting to note that there does not yet appear to be any 
Plainsburg. 

        Plainsburg, by name, first emerges, so far as we find by the newspaper files, on October 
9, 1869. This is the story: 

        "New Hotel at Plainsburg.—Mr. A. B. Farley has recently opened a neat and commodious 
hotel in the new and rapidly growing little village of Plainsburg, in the southern portion of this 
county, where he is prepared to give the traveling public the very best accommodation to be 
had in the country. In addition to the hotel business, Mr. Farley is purchasing cattle, sheep, 
and hogs for the San Francisco and Stockton markets, and pays the highest prices in cash for 
them. Give Mr. Farley a call. You will find him a well-informed, public-spirited gentleman, and 
justly regarded as a valuable acquisition to our county." And we are referred to his ad. 

        On December 25, 1869: "New Paper.—We are informed that parties contemplate 
publishing a paper at Plainsburg, in this county. Mr. Wickham, at one time one of the 
publishers of the Herald in this place, is to be the editor. Plainsburg must have improved 
greatly in the past few weeks to induce any prudent business man to establish a newspaper 
with reasonable hope of profit." 

        On January 29, 1870, we read that Mr. Andrew Lauder of Plainsburg proposes to put up a 
mill for the grinding of feed and the manufacture of pearl barley, etc., provided he can get 
others to take stock in the enterprise. 

        On March 5, 1870: "Plainsburg.—We paid a visit to this thriving village this week and 
could not but be pleased at the improvements since we were there six months ago. The place 
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now boasts two hotels, two blacksmith shops, one store, a large billiard saloon, a barber 
shop, a boot and shoe shop, a wagon shop, one good doctor, and a number of other 
professionals. While there we learned that A. J. W. Albeck was moving his 'Pioneer Store' from 
the old stand to the village, and before this notice is seen by the public the place will have 
two large mercantile establishments instead of one." 

        In the spring of 1870 there was talk of forming a separate county out of the portions of 
Merced and Stanislaus west of the San Joaquin. The editor tells us he heard such talk on his 
visit to Hill's Ferry in March of that year. In the next issue, on the 26th, he says: "We have been 
informed that the petition for the new county of Jefferson from parts of Stanislaus and 
Merced has made its appearance at Sacramento." He is quoting the Tuolumne City News, 
which goes on to say that they claim 700 resident citizens and taxpayers as signers of the 
petition. The Argus joins the News in denying that the move is backed by any appreciable 
number of persons on the East Side (it is the only instance we have found where the two 
papers agree), and the Argus asserts that they can't have any such number of signers as they 
claim, and that the West Side is not then able to support a county government—which 
contention, considering the crop failure, was probably sound. This early instance of the 
appearance of a more or less perennial subject of discussion is interesting as having 
progressed far enough so that the proposed county had a name. On the score of 
nomenclature alone, and without any desire to withhold honor from the illustrious founder of 
the Democratic party, we may rejoice that these enthusiasts did not succeed in interjecting 
"Jefferson" among our distinctive California county names. 

        In the issue of April 23, 1870, we read that there has been an election in San Joaquin 
County resulting in favor of granting the Stockton and Visalia Railroad a subsidy. In the same 
issue there is a communication, anonymous, from "a gentleman of intelligence, observation, 
and experience in business," in favor of Merced County's donating $5000 a mile to the road. 

        In June the Argus quotes a Marysville dispatch to a Sacramento paper saying that plans 
are under way to build a railroad to Oregon and also to "put a heavy constructing force on 
the San Joaquin Valley road. . . . Work is progressing on the San Joaquin Valley road near the 
Stanislaus River." The Argus expects the road to reach the confines of Merced County in a few 
months. 

        In the next issue there is a story of a favorable report made by Mark Howell on a wagon-
road project across the San Joaquin River bottom in the vicinity of Dover "to the high lands 
west of Salt Slough." The Argus advocates the road and says that next to the railroad it is the 
most important project for the permanent benefit of the county and the people now in 
contemplation. 

        On July 9, we read that freight trains are now running from the north bank of the 
Stanislaus to Wilson's Station, and the freight has been a good deal reduced, so that grain is 
being shipped from Murphy's to San Francisco for $2.70 a ton. The story is quoted from the 
San Joaquin Republican, and the Argus regrets that there is no report on progress 
southward. 

        In the same issue are notices that applications will be made to the supervisors at the 
August meeting to establish two new county roads, one from Dover to the San Luis Ranch, 
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and the other from the Stanislaus County line to connect with the Westport road and come 
by way of McSwain's Ferry to Plainsburg. 

        On the 16th the Argus says editorially, "It seems to us that the San Joaquin Valley 
Railroad Co.'s reticence in regard to future operations on the road is in pursuance of a very 
bad policy." On August 27 the editor says he has heard a rumor that the San Joaquin Valley 
Railroad Company have a force on the south side of the Stanislaus and that the work of 
grading and preparing for the constructing forces is going on. He complains of lack of 
definite information, and says that without assurances that the road will be pushed forward, 
rapid development of the southern portion of the county cannot be expected. On September 
10 he publishes a letter dated August 28, from a correspondent at "Stanislaus Depot, 
Murphy's Ferry" : 

        "There is today some 20 or 30 men at work on the Stanislaus bridge, and a corps of 
engineers are setting the grade stakes towards the Tuolumne River; and I am informed by 
prominent members of the company that it is their intention to push the work forward as 
speedily as possible to the Merced River, So you need not be surprised to hear of the citizens 
of Merced having a general stampede in about two months, at the rattle of the wheels and 
the snort of the iron horse." 

        Two weeks later Steele is still feeling discouraged. "We were informed yesterday by 
reliable authority," he says, "that not to exceed forty men (Chinamen) were employed grading, 
and that not three miles of the road, as yet, had been graded; also that considerably less 
than that number of carpenters were employed in building the bridge. It is quite certain that 
residents in this section of the valley have been building castles in the air. 

        On October 1, however, he reports that he has visited the scene of the work, and found it 
"progressing rapidly and satisfactorily. A heavy force is employed upon the construction of 
the bridge across the Stanislaus, and a large force is employed in grading the road to the 
southward. We also observed considerable activity among the people of Paradise and 
Tuolumne cities, and in a few weeks expect to see the foundation laid for the building of a 
large town a few miles from Paradise on the line of the road. The people are only waiting for 
the location of the depot between the Stanislaus and the Tuolumne to commence the work 
of building, and the removal of their stores and workshops to the new Paradise. We are 
assured by men who say they speak by the card that the road will be pushed forward with 
the greatest rapidity to the Alabama settlement, which point is expected to be reached by 
July or August of next year. This will open all of Merced County south of this place up to 
settlement and cultivation and will bring the farmers of our county in direct communication 
with San Francisco and Stockton." 

        On October 8 appears a proclamation by the board of supervisors of Merced County of 
an election to be held on November 5 to vote on the proposition of bonding the county to the 
extent of $5000 a mile, or a total of $150,000, and donate the bonds to the Central Pacific 
Railroad, under an act which the legislature had recently passed authorizing counties to do 
this. Steele runs editorials for two successive weeks arguing against issuing the bonds. The 
matter did not come to a vote, however, for on October 27 the order calling the election was 
rescinded by the board at the request of Leland Stanford, president of the Central Pacific 
Company, on account of insufficiency of the notice which had been given. At least that was 
the reason assigned. 
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        On November 19: "We are informed that a heavy force is engaged at work upon the 
railroad bridge near Paradise, on the Tuolumne River, and that only a short time will elapse 
before the structure will be completed. It is also rumored that the railroad company will 
commence hauling timbers across to the Merced and commence the erection of a bridge 
there as soon as the cars can cross the Tuolumne." 

        The next issue quotes a story from the Tuolumne City News entitled "The Rival Towns." 
The News man becomes almost lyrical over the mushroom river towns which are about to 
become one with Ninevah and Tyre: "Still the work of dismantling—so to speak —the once 
flourishing towns of Tuolumne and Paradise continues. It is hard to tell which of the two 
places now wears the most gloomy and dismal appearance. Once they were rivals, 
struggling for the lead in trade and wealth; now each is only a shadow of its former self. . . . 
The greater portion of their inhabitants, and even buildings, now swell the numbers of the 
new town of Modesto." This is the first mention of that name for the new town we have seen. 
The News man goes on and prophesies—which seems to be the besetting sin of editors—that 
Tuolumne City will still last a long time. It didn't. 

        Tuolumne City and Paradise were near enough to Modesto to go there, as we may say, in 
one step. Dover, as ephemeral, or even more so than they, was considerably further from 
where Merced was soon to be, and the moving was limited, and part of it may be said to 
have been in two steps. When Dover proved too dry in summer and too wet in winter, M. 
Goldman moved his store from there up onto Bear Creek, about the Meadowbrook Farm. It is 
probably his store that Steele refers to in the following, in the issue of January 14, 1871: 

        "Town Started.—We were surprised last week to find on Bear Creek a new town started. A 
store, saloon, and blacksmith shop have been established, giving to the place—which was 
recently but a wilderness—quite the air of a town. During our stay of a couple of hours quite a 
number of people called in to purchase goods, get blacksmithing done, or transact other 
business. We obtained several new subscribers while there, and went our way." 

        On May 20 we read that the junction point of the San Joaquin Valley road with the main 
trunk line from San Francisco to Omaha has been named Lathrop, and that the railroad 
company has built a splendid hotel there, "as the passengers on the up trains for this section 
take dinner there." 

        On June 3 there are two short railroad items—one to the effect that the chief engineer 
and assistant of the Copperopolis Railroad have been in Snelling the previous Monday, 
viewing out a line for the Stockton & Visalia Railroad, and that they "inform us that the road 
will be built from the contemplated junction point—Peters'—to the Merced River during the 
present year," the other to the effect that "a correspondent writing us from Modesto informs 
us that a heavy force of men, accompanied by a construction train of thirty cars, loaded with 
bridging material, iron, ties, etc., arrived at that point and commenced operations on the 
Tuolumne bridge, on Monday last." 

        June 10: "The movements being made now in railroad circles assure us that one or more 
lines of railroad will be completed through Merced County the present year." And the Argus 
prophesies big development. June 17: "The work on the Tuolumne bridge . . . will be 
completed within a week. The two rival companies seem to be in dead earnest, and our 
citizens may look for the 'iron horse' to be traversing our plains at the rate of thirty miles on 
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hour on two lines of road before the expiration of the present year." June 24: "The Stockton 
papers report large quantities of railroad material being sent forward to Peters for the 
Stockton & Visalia Railroad. The San Joaquin Valley Railroad is being pressed forward 
towards the Merced River from Modesto with considerable rapidity, and in a few weeks we 
will have the locomotive puffing and snorting over the plains to the rich valley of the Merced." 

        On July 1, under the title "The Railroad Approaching," we read: "The San Joaquin. Valley 
Railroad Company are grading on the line of their survey south of the Tuolumne, and, we are 
informed, are hauling timbers to the Merced to commence operations upon the bridge across 
that stream. We have not learned the number of hands engaged upon the work south of the 
Tuolumne, but gentlemen direct from there say that the work is progressing very rapidly, and 
that the roadbed will be ready for the iron and ties to the Merced as soon as trains can cross 
over the bridge at the Tuolumne." 

        Two towns had destructive fires the latter part of this July. At Plainsburg the fire 
destroyed Henry Jacobs' saloon and the grocery and stables of Simon, Jacobs & Company. 
We are told that it was only through the extraordinary exertions of the citizens that the town 
was saved. The Argus understands that Mr. Jacobs will resume business. The fire in Snelling 
occurred about 10 o'clock on the night of July 22, 1871. It started from a new lamp in the 
residence of George W. Halstead, Jr. He and his wife were out; their three small children were 
in the care of Miss Belle Mann, fifteen, who saved them one by one. Miss Mann and the baby 
were considerably burned. The citizens fought the fire, with windmills and hand pumps 
supplying water to buckets and various vessels. Andrew Casaccia's force-pump saved his 
saloon. The losses were: G. W. Halstead, Jr., house and furniture, $800; Shaver and Halstead, 
blacksmith shop, tools, damage to stock, $2000; N. Breen, wagonmaker's shop, stock and 
tools, $1400; A. J. Meany, carpenter's shop and four other buildings, stock, tools, etc., $3000; 
Marsh & Brooks, painters, stock and tools, loss not ascertained; A. B. Anderson, agricultural 
implements, $1000; twenty buildings in Chinatown, of which three were stores, one butcher's 
shop, and two restaurants, $10,000. No insurance except N. Breen, $1000. 

        On July 29 we read: "Thursday evening of last week the construction train of the San 
Joaquin Valley Railroad passed over the Tuolumne River bridge near Modesto, and have 
since been extending their works south towards the Merced River. We visited the scene of 
operations on the road on Tuesday and found the iron and ties laid for a distance of about a 
mile south of the river. Though the company is not pushing the work with much vigor upon 
this line, we are impressed with the belief that in the course of four weeks the line will be 
completed to the Merced River. It is probable that the line will not be completed to Bear Creek 
much before the middle of November, when we expect to see a large town rise upon the 
plain almost in a day, hundreds of people holding themselves in readiness to rush to the 
ground and commence building as soon as a town is laid off and lots can be purchased. It is 
the general belief that upon Bear Creek will be built the large town of the valley, and many 
are in a high state of excitement, eagerly watching the movements of the company to 
ascertain, if possible, where the town will be located, that they may commence to buy up 
land to build upon or for speculative purposes. The section of Merced County south of the 
Merced River is capable of affording trade sufficient to build up a large and important town, 
and when the railroad is completed to a central point, improvements will be made with 
greater rapidity than was ever before known in this section of the State. The land is 
considered as first quality and capable of supporting a dense population, and with such 
transportation facilities as the railroad will afford, it being necessarily the terminus of travel 
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by rail on the Yosemite route, the growth of the embryo town cannot but be rapid and 
permanent." 

        Along through this fall we read the "ad." of N. A. Cody, Snelling Drug Store, and a little 
later that Mr. Cody has become postmaster and has moved the post office to his drug store. 
There is an item that A. B. Anderson has put out poison on his farm and collected a two-horse 
wagon load of squirrels and rabbits. There are a number of news items and "ads." about a 
new county directory which Frank H. Farrar is planning to issue, and on which he seems to 
have done a considerable amount of work; the last we see about it is that owing to the fact 
that the new town of Merced is about to be built, it will be postponed until the town is under 
way. This is early the next year. There is an election proclamation which indicates that 
Merced, Mariposa, and Stanislaus together elect one State Senator, and that Mariposa elects 
one Assemblyman, and the two other counties together elect one. There is a table of the vote 
for Governor, giving the vote in nine out of thirteen precincts. For Haight and Booth 
respectively, Plainsburg cast 39 and 18 votes; Los Banos, 13 and 0; Snelling, 185 and 67; 
Cottonwood, 24 and 7 ; Hopeton 52 and 2; Penter's, 19 and 3 ; Neill's 19 and 6; McSwain's, 29 
and 17; and Merced Falls, 8 and 11. Total for the nine, 358 for Haight and 131 for Booth. 

        There is a story in the issue of September 9, 1871: "The Big Ditch.—Mr. Dehart, just over 
from the west side of the San Joaquin River, informs us that work on the great irrigating 
canal continues to be prosecuted vigorously, the company making progress at the rate of 
three-fourths of a mile a day. . . ." 

        The next week we read: "The Artesian Well.—The railroad company have commenced 
boring an artesian well at the new town site, on Bear Creek, and we learn are progressing 
with it rapidly and satisfactorily. It seems to be the unanimous opinion of the people that the 
Bear Creek town is destined to become the principal business point in the valley, and that a 
grand rush will take place to it as soon as the company announces the opening of the sale of 
lots. It is a central point in the valley, and will command the trade and travel for a large and 
rich section of country. It will also be the point where the Yo Semite travel by rail will connect 
with the stages for the Yo Semite Valley." 

        In the same issue: "Progress of the Railroad.—The San Joaquin Valley Railroad is now 
being pushed forward towards Bear Creek, and it is announced that the cars will be running 
to the new town site on that stream by the 15th of November. The cars are now running to a 
point within a short distance of the bank of the Merced River, and a large force are engaged 
in grading the road on the south side of that river." 

        On October 21: "The railroad company is making good headway in the construction of 
the bridge across the Merced, and also in grading from that point towards Bear Creek. . . ."; 
and on November 4 the railroad bridge is near completion. 

        Merced as the name for the new town first appears in the issue of November 18: "Laying 
Out the Town.—We are informed that a corps of surveyors have been engaged this week in 
laying off the new town of 'Merced,' on Bear Creek. The time for the opening of the sale of lots 
has not yet been set; but we presume the company will give due notice of the day and terms 
by notice in the papers. There will be a grand rush for the new town as soon as building lots 
can be procured." In the same issue we read that the bridge across the Merced has been 
completed. 
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        Serving to remind us that these were still pretty early times, are an item that an Indian 
war is feared in Alpine County, in the issue of September 30, 1871, and another on November 
25 that the Mariposa Gazette quotes J. J. Westfall as predicting trouble from the Piute and 
Digger Indians in Mariposa County. 

        In the issue of December 23, 1871, an editorial explanation and an "ad." throw some light 
on the transportation situation of the day. The editorial is by way of excuse. It reads: "Mail 
Failures. —Up to the time of going to press with our paper this week (Friday, 3 o'clock P. M.), 
the mail from Modesto, which was due here at noon on Thursday, has failed to arrive. It is all 
owing to Doust not being able to cross the Merced at Murray's Ferry, on Tuesday evening, on 
his way to Hornitos. Such things are exceedingly annoying, but the rains will come and raise 
the rivers, and 'that's what's the matter.' " 

        The "ad." reads: "Morley's Ferry, at the crossing of the Tuolumne River on the main 
thoroughfare from Snelling, Mariposa, Millerton, and Visalia to Stockton. The most direct route 
and U. S., mail route from Stockton to the places above named. The road is kept in good order 
and is the best one to travel with either light or heavy teams anywhere on the route to said 
places. The landings are not excelled for safety and easy crossing by any other in the country. 
The boat is large—84 feet long—and is well prepared with high and strong railing for crossing 
loose stock. 

        "J. W. Morley." 

        Several other "ads." are interesting. A. J. Meany announces that he is agent for Geo. W. 
Hobron's mills and will be constantly supplied with sawed and split lumber at reasonable 
prices. There are lawyers' professional cards of P. D. Wigginton, S. H. P. Ross, and James W. 
Robertson, of Snelling, and H. A. Gehr, of Modesto; doctors' cards of Drs. Fitzhugh & McLean, 
Dr. J. M. Dulin, Dr. H. S. Brockway, Snelling, and Dr. V. H. Cox, Plainsburg; and the card of A. J. 
Meany, architect, contractor and builder, and that of W. J. Beers, architect. Blacksmiths are H. 
Shaw, Front Street, Dover; Peter Shaver and George W. Halstead, Jr., Snelling; and Humphreys 
& Bradford, Plainsburg. Joseph Ludesher does tailoring, Leeson and Bart. Ahren are boot and 
shoe makers (Bart. Ahren having purchased the interest of P. H. Martin), and Lindley & Co. 
advertise a marble works. There is sheep range to rent on reasonable terms in Merced and 
Fresno Counties; apply to Simon, Jacobs & Co., Plainsburg, or to M. Smythe, Lone Oak, 
Mariposa Creek. And Smith & McDonald, Blacksmiths, Bear Creek, fly their shingle from that 
young settlement. 

        In the issue of December 30, there is a story about a proposed new post office near 
Pacheco Pass, and the Argus says "a post office at that point would accommodate about 
three or four hundred people." 

        With the beginning of 1872 things moved rapidly with the railroad and the new town. In 
the issue of January 6 we read: 

        "The Railroad.—We are informed by a gentleman from the Bear Creek Station, that the 
iron and ties are laid some three miles beyond the site of the new town, and that the grading 
is finished to the crossing of Mariposa Creek. The late storm did considerable damage to the 
road between the Merced and Bear Creek, and a force has been employed for a week past in 
repairing damages. Up to this time no building has been done at the new town, though the R. 
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R. Co. is getting lumber on the ground and will commence the erection of a depot building 
and a hotel as soon as the weather will permit. Our informant states that a large portion of 
the flat country on Bear Creek is overflowed." 

        On January 13 we find: "Turlock.—A new town on the railroad, near the confines of this 
county, named as above, has recently been started. . . ." 

        In the same issue: "Bear Creek.—We observe a little movement towards Bear Creek 
among some of our mechanics who are anxious to get the first jobs or contracts that may be 
let. Several went out to the new town yesterday prospecting, and we expect considerable 
excitement among carpenters, painters, brick layers, paper hangers, etc., in a few days. There 
is but little building going on here now, and consequently many working men are wanting to 
engage jobs for the spring and summer." We observe that Steele makes a mental reservation 
that the exodus is only temporary. In the next issue there is an editorial entitled "An 
Opposition Paper." The editor has learned that "a certain party" plans to start a new paper at 
Bear Creek, and the roast which he gives this prospective trespasser on his stamping-ground 
may fairly be regarded as the first gun in the bitter fight, which not quite three years later 
ended in the shooting of Edward Madden by Steele's stepson, Harry Granice. 

        On January 20: "Merced City, the new railroad town on Bear Creek, is said to be springing 
up like magic this week. On Tuesday, a heavy corps of workmen in the employ of the Railroad 
Company was sent up from below to erect temporary buildings for a depot and hotel, and 
parties who have come in from there since state that those buildings are rising rapidly, and 
will be ready for the purposes intended within a few days. An eating house and a saloon are 
already in operation, and large crowds of people are flocking to the place, seeking locations 
for buildings." 

        In the same issue is the following also: "The Lot Sale.—While at Modesto this week we 
were informed that the sale of lots in the new town of Merced would commence on the 8th of 
February next. The sales will. be by auction, and it is the opinion of many that lots will be sold 
at high figures in choice locations. The excitement runs high, and doubtless the crowd will be 
immense at the time of the sales." 

        In the same issue also the editor acknowledges the receipt of the initial copy of the 
"Southern Californian," the publication of which has just started at Bakersfield by Selwyn 
Brittain. The paper is Democratic, gives promise, and the editor wishes it success. The next 
week he states that Mr. C. B. Woods has been in the county during the week making a survey 
and arrangements to start a new paper in Merced. 

        On January 27: "The New Town.—Merced, the new town on the railroad near the crossing 
of Bear Creek, we understand is being built up quite rapidly. Mr. McClenathan, of Modesto, is 
putting up a large livery stable; McReady & Washburn, of Mariposa, are also erecting a livery 
stable; the railroad company are erecting a hotel and a depot building; several saloons, two 
or three eating houses, and two butcher stalls, are being put up, all of which are designed to 
be in readiness for use by the time the sale of lots shall commence. The carpenters and brick 
masons of this place are all making preparations to move to the new town, where they hope 
to reap a rich harvest the present season. There is no doubt but that Merced will be built up 
rapidly and in the space of a few months become a large inland town, eclipsing any town 
now in this section of the State." 
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        On January 27 also the Argus tells us that freighting has been resumed, and that three 
large freight teams are in Snelling from Modesto. On February 3 there is an announcement 
that Mr. E. A. Manning has established a factory in Snelling to make boots and shoes for 
ladies, misses, and children, by machinery, "with surprising celerity." 

        Also on February 3: "The Town of Merced.—We were at the new town of Merced on 
Monday last, and found all astir, every one being busily engaged in building and preparing for 
the great day to come, Thursday next, when the sale of the lots is to take place. The Railroad 
Company have a temporary hotel in operation, and Mr. Charles S. Evans has a restaurant and 
lodging house, those being the only houses of entertainment at that time open in the place. 
Messrs. Washburn & McReady were erecting sheds to serve as a livery stable; and Mr. 
McClenathan, of Modesto, was also putting up a livery stable, which was going up at a rapid 
rate. George Powell, Esq., who used to handle the ribbons so cleverly and make regular trips 
from Hornitos to Modesto, has opened a neat drinking saloon, and appeared to be master of 
the situation. An enterprising man has started a meat market, and we were informed that A. 
M. Hicks would also open a meat market in the place in the course of a week. Besides the 
buildings above mentioned there were a number of tents and board sheds, put up for the 
accommodation of carpenters, and other workmen, giving the place very much the 
appearance of new mining camps in early days. The site of the new town is a beautiful level 
plain, though rather low for wet weather, and when the place is built up with permanent 
buildings, will make a sightly town, and convenient of access for a great extent of country 
surrounding it. The land in the immediate vicinity of the town is of the richest quality, making 
it one of the most desirable places to locate that we know of in the valley. The place is also 
within a few miles of the geographical center of the county, and already the question of 
removal of the county seat is being discussed pro and con by the people of all sections of the 
county. It is certainly a handsome site for a town, and when built up and properly established 
will be entitled to lay claims to become the seat of justice of our prosperous county. We hope, 
however, that proper time will be given for preparation to be made for so important an event, 
and that it may not be accomplished before proper arrangements are made for the 
accommodation of those who might be called there to transact business or attend upon the 
courts. Here we have a good court house, good hotels and livery stables, and everything 
requisite to make visitors comfortable; therefore it would not be well to make hurried 
arrangements for removal, but wait until a court house and offices can be prepared before it 
can be accomplished. Railroads build up a country through which they are extended, and 
they likewise change the current of business affairs, breaking down old established towns 
and building up new ones; and we have no expectation of a change being made in our case 
only in so far as the country surrounding Snelling, being capable of supporting and 
maintaining a large local trade which cannot be diverted from it, and which will increase and 
become more and more important year after year." 

        In the same issue is the following: "Public Roads.—While on a visit to the southern portion 
of our county recently, we observed that the people were making great complaint in 
consequence of a general want of public roads. Though the county has been to a great 
expense in providing bridges over some of the creeks, yet the people say there are no public 
roads leading to them, no work is done by overseers, and land-owners turn the temporary 
roads to suit their own convenience or whims. We know not who are to blame for the sad 
condition of road matters about Plainsburg; but we do know that some of the people are 
grumbling audibly because travel has been turned away from their village in consequence of 
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the closing up by the farmers of the various neighborhood and private roads leading to the 
place. The matter should be looked to by those whose business it is to attend to such things." 

        The long-waited sale of lots occurred on February 8, and the Argus of the 10th thus 
reports it: 

        "Lot Sales at Merced.—We attended the lot sales at the new town of Merced on Thursday 
last, and could not but be surprised at the large number of lots sold and the high prices at 
which they were knocked off to the purchasers. The lots were subdivided, the choice half of 
the choice corner lot of each block being first offered. The first sale was made to John C. 
Smith, of this town, for $575.00; and the second was the other half of the lot to Silas I. Simon 
for $495.00, making $1070.00 for one lot of 50x150 feet. The remainder of the lots sold 
brought less prices, yet all went at very high figures for a new town on the plains. A very large 
crowd of people attended the sales, there being a great many from San Francisco, 
Sacramento, Stockton, Modesto, and other towns and cities below, in addition to heavy 
delegations from Mariposa, Hornitos, Snelling, Millerton, and Visalia. We heard of a large 
number of contracts being made for the erection of buildings in the town, some of which are 
designed to be quite extensive edifices. The railroad company has reserved an entire block 
for a hotel, a building four stories in height and to contain one hundred and seventy-five 
rooms. With such a magnificent structure as a starter, it will not be at all wonderful if the 
growth of the town should be unprecedented in rapidity. Many of the buildings projected are 
of a permanent character, and there will be employment for a great many men for a long 
time. The country for many miles surrounding the town is a level plain, the soil of which is of 
the richest quality; and if it were cut up into small farms instead of being held by monopolists, 
would make it one of the most desirable places to locate in anywhere in the State." 

        According to the practice of the journalism of the times, Steele does not tell us many 
things which we should be glad to know; glittering generalities come in after he has told us 
who bought the first lot, and we do not learn who bought any others or how many were sold. 

        Two weeks later appears the following: "Merced.—Buildings at the new town of Merced 
are springing up as if by magic. Since the sale of lots, two weeks ago, some fifteen or twenty 
buildings have been started, some of which are rapidly approaching completion, and yet we 
hear of a number of others to be commenced as soon as workmen and materials can be 
obtained. The basement of a large hotel—being erected for the railroad company—is going 
up rapidly, and in the course of three months the town will be able to boast of one of the 
largest and finest hotels in the southern part of the State. We are informed that it is to be a 
four-story building—the basement of brick—and when finished to contain one hundred and 
seventy-five rooms. As Merced is to be the terminus of railroad travel for Yosemite tourists, a 
large well-furnished hotel will be necessary for their accommodation, and the railroad 
company is not inclined to permit them to lack for suitable accommodations at so important 
a point as the line of travel." The story then goes on to say that the valley around the town at 
this season presents a pretty scene, an unbroken plain carpeted with green. 

        We may close this chapter with the following from the editorial page of the short-lived 
"Merced People," which Harry Granice edited for fourteen issues during the spring of 1872 in 
the new town—a move, we may guess, which was an unsuccessful attempt by Steele and his 
family to hold the newspaper field of the county against outsiders. In his tenth issue, on May 
25, 1872, Granice had the following: 
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        "Our Town.—Some idea may be gained of the rapid growth of our town when we state 
that it now contains more business houses than any other place in this or any adjoining 
county, and its progress is constantly upward, and ere long it will be the largest and most 
flourishing place between Stockton and Los Angeles. Merced dates its existence back to the 
8th of February last, and where now stands a prosperous and constantly growing town, 
previous to that time was the 'stamping ground' of numerous herds of wild cattle and 
mustang horses. That our town is bound to prosper must be plain to all for these reasons: It is 
situated in the center of a fine agricultural region, the land of which is unsurpassed for its 
extraordinary richness and grain raising qualities, and the location of the town is a 
remarkably healthy one. Chills and fever and other malarious diseases never make their 
appearance in this locality as they do in other portions of our county during the summer 
months. It has railroad connections with all the principal marts of the world, rendering travel 
and transportation expeditious, and if the proposed competitive railroad between San 
Francisco and St. Louis is built, we will be enabled to say cheap. But at present the freight 
rates and fares established by the Central Pacific Railroad, to and from this place, are 
exorbitant, and as a consequence our town and county will not settle up as rapidly as they 
would if the tariff of charges on the C. P. R. R. were something like reasonable. But in spite of 
this our town continues to increase in size and importance, and the surrounding country, 
from which the town derives its chief support, keeps pace with it in improvement. 

        "To those who are looking out for a suitable business location we will say that Merced 
offers superior inducements to business men of whatever profession or trade, and we have 
no hesitancy in stating that there is room for all in our town." 
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CHAPTER XV 

MERCED BECOMES THE COUNTY SEAT 

  

        Along in the fall of 1872, we begin to read in the two papers of a movement to transfer 
the county seat from Snelling to the new town of Merced. For some reason or other both 
papers, Steele's San Joaquin Valley Argus, published at Snelling, and Edward Madden's 
Merced County Tribune, published at Merced, seem to shy at the subject; there is by no 
means as much in their columns about the beginning of the movement, or anything that 
preceded the actual calling of the election, as we should expect. The Argus first mentions it in 
the issue of September 28, 1872, as follows: 

        "The County Seat Question.—Our Merced friends seem exceedingly anxious for the 
removal of the county seat from Snelling to the new town, many of them believing that this 
new acquisition is absolutely essential to the future prosperity of their promising place. We 
believe that they are entirely too anxious and will in their zeal overdo the thing, and thereby 
injure the prospects not only of Merced but also of Snelling, as well as the taxpayers of the 
entire county. To get the seat of justice removed to a central point in the county has long 
been the desire of a large proportion of the residents of the county; but all should desire to 
effect it at the least possible cost to the taxpayers; and to do this, care should be taken to 
have all things in readiness before an attempt is made and a vote of the people taken. We 
should look to the cost of suitable county buildings and the means of providing funds to pay 
for the same, before the people are called upon to cast their votes upon the question." 

        It is not strictly true that this is Steele's first reference to the possibility of Merced's 
becoming the county seat; he has a short reference to it in March, and he mentions it as a 
possibility once or twice in telling about the beginning of the new town still earlier. But it is his 
first reference to a movement for the purpose on the part of Merced after the movement had 
been launched, and it reads as if it were a reluctant reference to something that had been 
going on for some time. The note of fatherly conservatism which he strikes in this first 
utterance he maintains throughout his discussion until the election has actually carried and 
the count been completed beyond any doubt. It is only on December 21, nine days after the 
election, that he writes, "The county seat goes from Snelling, and with the removal the glory 
of the place departs." 

        In his issue of November 2, he says: "The county seat question, as the time approaches 
for the Board of Supervisors to act upon the petition for the issuance of a proclamation of 
election, produces some little stir among our people, many of whom think that it is rather too 
soon to think of settling a question involving so much expense to the county as this, and 
prefer to wait until the taxpayers are more able to bear the burdens of taxation, necessary to 
defray the expenses of erecting permanent public building, should the people vote for 
removal. We say, the people pay their money and should have their choice." 

        In the same issue is the following: "The Board of Supervisors. —This body will meet on 
Monday next for the transaction of the regular business of the term, and will in all probability 
remain in session two weeks, as there is a large amount of business to transact, much of 
which will require considerable time for deliberation." 
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        On November 9 he has another editorial beginning: "It will be seen by notice in another 
column that the Board of Supervisors on the 7th inst., ordered an election to be holden on the 
12th of December for the relocation of the county seat of this county. . . ." He goes on with 
another of his editorials, much in the same vein as the one already quoted. The notice itself is 
very brief and is as follows: 

        "Election Notice.—Notice is hereby given that a special election will be held in all the 
election precincts of Merced County on Thursday, December 12th, A. D. 1872, for the purpose 
of voting upon the removal and location of the county-seat of said Merced County. 

        "By order of the Board of Supervisors, 

        "James E. Hicks, Clerk.  

        "Snelling, Nov. 7, 1872." 

        The order made by the board on November 7, calling the election and naming election 
officers, was as follows: 

        "Special Election Order.—The petition of citizens praying the Board to call an election for 
the purpose of voting upon the removal of the county seat of this county having been filed, 
the Board proceeded to count the names of petitioners, and having found that said petition 
contained the names of registered electors equal in number to at least one-third of the votes 
cast at the last general election, made the following order calling an election: it is hereby 
ordered that a special election will be held in all the election precincts in Merced County on 
Thursday, December 12th, 1872, for the purpose of voting upon the removal and location of 
the county seat of said Merced County. 

        "The following is a list of the officers of election: 

        "Snelling Precinct—N. Breen, Inspector; J. B. Sensabaugh, G. W. Halstead, Judges. 

        "Merced Falls Precinct—Wm. A. McCreary, Inspector; Henry Nelson, T. W. Standart, 
Judges. 

        "Hopeton Precinct—Mark Wyatt, Inspector; H. F. Buckley, W. L. Silman, Judges. 

        "Madison Precinct—Henry Smart, Inspector; A. McSwain, P. M. Price, Judges. 

        "Turner's Precinct—W. C. Turner, Inspector; R. J. Ashe, Samuel Long, Judges. 

        "Merced Precinct—Richard Simpson, Inspector; W. B. Aiken, John Levinsky, Judges. 

        "Hail's Precinct—J. C. Hail, Inspector; Jas. Cunningham, N. F. Salter, Judges. 

        "Plainsburg Precinct—P. Y. Welch, Inspector; Reub. Reynolds, Byron Burrington, Judges. 

        "Sandy Mush Precinct—Jas. Mull, Sr., Inspector; A. L. Relyea, A. D. Turner, Judges. 
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        "Mears' Precinct—J. K. Mears, Inspector; C. E. Stevens, John Keys, Judges. 

        "Cressy Precinct—T. J. Simpson, Inspector; T. C. Shaw, W. P. McConnell, Judges. 

        "Cottonwood Precinct—N. H. Spencer, Inspector; Bates Dehart, A. S. Garvin, Judges. 

        "Kreyenhagen Precinct—Gus Kreyenhagen, Inspector; Saul J. Horner, Benj. F. Davis, 
Judges." 

        It is in his issue of November 9, the first after the board of supervisors had called the 
election, that Madden first mentioned the subject. From that time on until the election, he 
boosted Merced. But we will return to Steele. On November 16 he has a long editorial on the 
subject, in which he argues against the move, at present, on the score of cost. He cites the 
horrible examples of old Tuolumne and Calaveras Counties, where, he tells us, the citizens are 
saddled with a heavy burden of debt on account of expensive county buildings. He urges that 
the people go slow—that they do not vote for the removal "in order that the railroad company 
and a few speculators at Merced may grow rich with greater rapidity." 

        In this same issue there is a communication, signed, after the rather usual practice of the 
time, with a fictitious name. This time it is "An Old Resident" who takes a column to oppose 
the removal from Snelling. He advances three arguments: First, that it will be more costly 
than the county can afford; second, that the county around Merced is subject to overflow, 
and that it will take $75,000 more (in addition to the $175,000 which he estimates for county 
buildings that the county can feel proud of) to levy it so that the citizens can always get to the 
county seat; and third, that Merced, while it is somewhere near the center of the East Side, is 
not enough more convenient to the West Side to justify their share of the expense of removal. 
"An Old Resident" is evidently also an old politician trying the old political trick of divide and 
conquer. 

        Steele, in his editorial just mentioned, argues that the supervisors cannot, according to 
law, impose a tax for the necessary buildings. He counsels waiting until authority can be 
obtained from the legislature at its next session. He also argues that suitable buildings should 
be ready to move the county records to in order that there may not be danger of their loss by 
fire. 

        The following week he has an editorial beginning: "This question now is the most 
important agitating the minds of the people of this county, and is really worthy of greater 
consideration than ordinarily is the case with like propositions in other counties. When we 
take into consideration the vast influence exerted by the Railroad Company over county 
officials, the interest taken by the managers of that corporation in removal to the town of 
Merced, together with the vast expenditures contemplated for the purpose of building roads 
to that point, the people may well fear the result. . . ." 

        On the 30th of November he has an "Address to the Voters and Tax-Payers of Merced 
County" on the subject which occupies almost three columns, in which he sums up all the 
arguments he can think of against the removal, and he has also an editorial as follows: 

        "County Seat Removal.—Our citizens having laid aside their apathy, show a disposition to 
contest the claims of the town of Merced for the seat of justice, and are now making efforts 
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to place the question squarely before the people in every section of the county, relying upon 
the justice of their cause, and the well-known intelligence of the people for a verdict in favor 
of retaining it where it is now located until proper preparations are made by law for removal 
and relocation. And, being thoroughly impressed with the belief that all prudent taxpayers in 
all quarters of the county will vote against removal on the 12th day of next month, feel 
sanguine of victory and the retention of the county seat at Snelling for at least two years 
longer. Men of calculation and prudence who are not personally interested in either place will 
doubtless oppose removal at this time, in consequence of the probability of a great increase 
of taxation. The issue must be met by all such now, that the county may be saved from 
expenditures so enormous that her growth and prosperity will be crippled for a long term of 
years. With her area of unrivaled soil, Merced County ought to take the lead of her neighbors 
in the production of the cereals, cotton, fruits and all the products adapted to our climate, 
and will do so if taxation is not so increased as to discourage immigration, and the 
investment of capital in the cultivation of our fertile lands. Let the people carefully examine 
into these things, and then attend the polls and vote against removal, and the incurring of 
debts to the amount of one or two hundred thousand dollars, by hurrying removal a year or 
two in advance of the proper time." 

        In his issue of December 7, the last before the election, Steele delivers "The Last Shot," 
and also prints a communication against the removal, signed "Sorites." In this last editorial he 
attacks editorials which had appeared in the Tribune. Madden had told of an offer taking the 
form of a bond filed with the county clerk, on the part of a group of citizens, to provide 
temporary buildings in Merced rent-free if the county seat should be removed there, and also 
of the filing by the railroad company of a bond for a deed to a site, and had also warmly 
criticized "one Little" for circulating cards offering to deed a lot in "Livingstone" for a dollar to 
each person who would vote in favor of Snelling or against Merced. 

        "Sorites," in the Argus of December 9, charges that the railroad company is trying to 
enslave the people, and wants the county seat removed to their railroad line for that 
nefarious purpose. He says in part: "Vote to move the county seat to the town of Merced and 
we deliver ourselves bound hand and foot to this heartless, soulless, arbitrary, and tyrannical 
corporation. We say tyrannical, because every day's experience proves them to be so. But a 
few days back, when they were informed that Cressy's Station, or Livingstone, as it is now 
called, would be run for the county seat, they told Mr. Little, who owns the lands about the 
station, that if he permitted that place to be run, they would tear up the switch and move the 
station. Fellow citizens, does this not have the ring about it of telling you that you shall put the 
county seat where they dictate?" 

        "Sorites" then makes another point: "Aside from these momentous considerations, let us 
examine the location itself of the town of Merced and its claims to the site. Go to the county 
map and you will see it is about ten miles to the eastern boundary of the county, whilst it is 
fifty to the western boundary . . . and this, when stripped of all the blowing and tooting you 
have heard about it, constitutes its claims to a central location. The town itself is situated on 
a bleak, cheerless plain, without a tree to relieve its monotony unless it be an occasional 
stunted willow on Bear Creek, and from this fact it follows that its inhabitants have to come 
to the Merced River or go east some fifteen or twenty miles into the mountains to obtain 
wood, and for which they have to pay at the present time ten to fifteen dollars per cord, 
delivered in Merced City." And then he makes another point: "It is built upon the lowest 
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ground in the neighborhood, being in a swag; and I ask those who repair there next Thursday 
for the purpose of voting, to note the fact that it is not susceptible of drainage. . . ." And so on. 

        From the style of this letter of "Sorites" and that of the other by "An Old Resident," and 
that of the unsigned "Address," all of which pretty closely resemble Steele's editorial style, it is 
a fair enough suspicion that he himself wrote them all. The editorial "we" crops up now and 
then in them. If he wrote the very pessimistic estimate of Merced's location in the "Sorites" 
letter, if affords a very interesting contrast to the extremely complimentary things he said 
about the place a year or so earlier, and the town's desire to be the county seat had 
apparently had a lot of effect on its beauty. 

        In the same issue he says: "The lackeys of the Railroad Company are using golden 
arguments in favor of removal. . . . People may know the most prominent ones who have sold 
themselves. . . . Gold and Merced town lots are at the bottom of their disinterestedness. . . ." 

        This was Steele's last utterance before the election. Madden, as has been said, does not 
apparently comment upon the removal proposition at all until after the board of supervisors 
had actually called the election. The election notice was published in both papers and has 
been given above. Madden's editorial of the 9th is brief. It reads: 

        "County Seat.—As will be seen from the Election Proclamation published elsewhere in this 
issue, the Board of Supervisors, in accordance with a petition signed by the requisite number 
of electors, have ordered a special election to be held on the 12th proximo, to determine the 
question of locating the county seat of this county. The subject is of great interest to the 
community and will no doubt be thoroughly canvassed. The late hour at which we received 
the order of the board forbids any extended remarks in this connection, this week." 

        He makes more extended remarks the next week, argues that if the county seat is to be 
removed it should go to Merced, that it would be a great convenience to those wishing to buy 
land to have the county records at Merced, says that the prosperity of both towns will suffer 
as long as the matter remains undecided, argues that outside of the cost of the new 
buildings the actual removal will not cost five hundred dollars, and that the cost of the 
buildings should not all be charged to the removal, as the present buildings are "somewhat 
faded and thoroughly inadequate," tells of the nine-acre site which has been donated, says 
that the burden can't be imposed until the legislature meets in the winter of 1873-1874, and 
argues that since the law provides there cannot be another election on the question for three 
years, it should be carried this time. The cost, he argues, will not be a burden that cannot well 
be borne. 

        On November 23 the Tribune has a story that a group of men favoring Merced have filed 
with the county clerk a bond to provide free to the county good and sufficient buildings as 
temporary quarters if the county seat comes to Merced. The buildings are to be furnished for 
not to exceed eighteen months from the first day of January, 1873, The men who executed 
the bond were: "M. Smythe, J. P.; Patrick Carroll, Farmer; M. Dugan, Farmer; John Mitchell, 
Farmer; Norvall Douglass, Farmer; Jas. Morton, Sheep-raiser; Henry Hoffman, Farmer; C. C. 
Smith, Sheep-raiser; Charles P. Elliott, Fruit Dealer; E. Shainfelt, Merchant; J. Kocher, Tinsmith; 
A. M. Hunter, Blacksmith; A. R. Cosaccia, Merchant; J. Levinsky, Merchant; Geo. W. Powell, 
Saloon Prop.; M. F. Moran, Hotel Keeper; P. Rohrbacher & Bro., Brewers; C. E. Evans, Hotel 
Keeper; H. McErlane, Saloon Prop.; S. Silver, Merchant; William Twomy, Liquor Dealer; M. 
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Goldman, Merchant; J. J. Cook, Druggist; Sam Wyatt, Restaurant Prop.; Stoddard & Hubbard, 
Commission Merchants; McDonald & Co., Blacksmiths; Davis & Sons, Merchants; H. Baerwald, 
Tinsmith; J. R. McCready, Stable Prop.; M. M. McClenathan, Stable Prop.; M. O. Barber & Co., 
Stable Props.; G. W. Stoneroad, Rancher; H. A. Bloss, Hotel Proprietor." 

        This bond Steele attacked in the Argus as not worth the paper it was written on, and an 
attempt to bribe voters. He found another attempt to bribe in the donation of a site, but this 
was after Madden had discovered the first attempt to bribe, which he discloses in the issue of 
December 7 thus: 

        "Livingstone-Cressy.—We do not remember a more shameless attempt to trick voters 
and coerce weak and timorous men than the scheme engineered by the parties whose 
names appear in the following card, which is being circulated throughout the county: 

        " 'Should the Board of Supervisors of Merced County declare the town of Livingstone 
county seat of Merced County, for the sum of one dollar my agent, J. B. Sensabaugh, is 
authorized to sell to the holder of this card a lot in the said town, twenty-five feet front by one 
hundred and twenty-five feet deep, choice to be determined by lot in common with all other 
lots sold at the same price, the purchaser to pay said agent for making deed, etc. (Signed) W. 
J. Little.' 

        "This, we take it, is nothing more nor less than an attempt to buy voters. We do not know 
that this was intended by the authors of the scheme, but this is in effect its operation. It is 
precisely as if one should say, 'I will give you a building lot for one dollar if you will vote 
against Merced.' The common sense of our people will condemn this plan; for be it 
remembered that these cards, so far as we have observed, are not given to those who favor 
the claims of Merced. . . . To expose the animus . . . in order to carry the election, Merced must 
receive a majority of all votes cast, and consequently a vote cast for any place but Merced 
counts against us. This is well understood by those who have promised the voters of Cressy, 
Madison and Turner's precincts that the vote of Snelling, Hopeton and Merced Falls would be 
cast nearly solid for Cressy—a promise that will utterly fail of being redeemed, made with a 
full knowledge of its worthlessness, and now repudated by every fair-minded voter of Snelling 
who did not lend himself to the dirty trick. 

        "It is as well-known in Snelling as it is here, that the contest is one simply whether the 
county seat shall remain where it is or be relocated, and the issue solely between Merced and 
Snelling, and any plan promising any considerable number of votes from the latter town in 
favor of Livingstone is a subterfuge of the meanest kind, and so shallow and petty a trick that 
its authors should be ashamed of resorting to it. 

        "Do the business men of Plainsburg indorse it? And do they indorse similar promises 
made to the people of Plainsburg and Cottonwood? Can all these be the county seat? The 
answer is obvious. The choice of Snelling is Snelling and no place else, and we do not believe 
that those interested in trade at that point will pretend to say that they will unite in good faith 
with a plan to deprive them of their trade, for this will infallibly be the effect of the removal of 
the county seat to any point. 
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        "Their only object manifestly is to retain their present advantage, and all appeals to the 
local prejudices of Plainsburg, Cottonwood, or Livingstone, with promise of votes, are a fraud, 
a delusion and a snare. 

        "Let it be understood that the issue is a square one between Merced and Snelling, and 
we will abide the result, confident in the good judgement of a majority of our fellow citizens." 

        How much foundation there may have been for this editorial we cannot of course tell 
now; presumably nobody could have told even then. Merced, as he says, or any other 
candidate, would have to have a majority of all the votes to replace Snelling. But Snelling 
could of course win by simply preventing any other town from getting a majority, even if she 
didn't get a vote herself. There was reason for such strategy; therefore, the good old rule 
would suffice her, the simple plan, that they should get who have the power and they should 
keep who can. 

        The election was held on December 12, and on the 14th the Tribune reports the vote 
from ten of the thirteen precincts as follows: (the first figure being for Merced, the second for 
Snelling and the third for Livingstone): Merced Falls: 0-11-7; Snelling: 21-96-104; Hopeton: 4-
17-19; Madison, no report; Turner: 10-9-20; Cressy: 21-1-21; Merced: 363-9-0; Hailes: 14-4-0; 
Plainsburg: 92-2-0; Sandy Mush: 22-0-0; Mears': 12-3-0; Kreyenhagen and Cottonwood, no 
report. These ten precincts give Merced 559, Snelling 152, and Livingstone 171. Steele, who 
admits Merced's victory this week, gives the total vote the following week as: Merced 566; 
Livingstone 236; Snelling 181; a total of 983 for all. The Board ordered that on an after 
December 30, 1872, Merced be the county seat. 

        In order to build the court house and jail, the board of supervisors had to be authorized 
by an act of the legislature to issue the necessary bonds. It was on December 22, 1873, that 
the legislature approved a law authorizing the board to issue not to exceed $75,000 in bonds 
bearing interest at 10 per cent per year and payable in twenty years. The act is printed in the 
Statutes of 1873-1874, at page 7 and following. 

        On December 30 the board met in special session; on the 31st they ordered the clerk to 
give notice by publication in the Merced Tribune and the San Francisco Examiner that on 
February 9, 1874, they would receive plans and specifications for said building and that $500 
would be awarded for the plan adopted by them. On February 9 they met pursuant to said 
notice. Eight sets of plans and specifications were submitted. The board adjourned over to 
February 13 to examine these and on that day selected and adopted the plan submitted by 
A. A. Bennett. On March 2 it was ordered that the clerk advertise for sealed proposals, to be 
opened April 2, "for the construction of a court house and jail in Merced." The notice was to be 
published in the Daily Examiner, the Daily Record, and the Weekly Merced Tribune. 

        On April 1 the board sold forty court house bonds, $20,000, to Woods & Freeborn at 
$101.37½ per $100. 

        On the 2nd of April they opened bids. There were six bids as follows: J. C. Weir & Co., 
$57,888; D. Jordan, $57,692; Jas. H. Sullivan, $58,540; Ellsworth & Washburn, $57,437.34; A. 
W. Burrell, $55,970; Child & Co., $65,000. The board accepted A. W. Burrell's bid, upon his 
giving bond for $30,000. 
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        On the next day A. A. Bennett, the architect, was appointed commissioner to furnish 
plans for and superintend the construction of the building; to receive five per cent on the 
whole cost of the building and his necessary traveling expenses.             

        The Merced Tribune of July 11, 1874, gives us these facts: The cornerstone of the new 
court house was laid Wednesday, July 8, 1874, by the Most Worthy Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons of California. The procession formed in front of the Masonic Hall at half 
past ten and "marched to the Court House park in the following order: Grand Marshal, A. J. 
Meany, Merced Brass Band, Irish-American Benevolent Society, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, Free and Accepted Masons. Arriving at the park the exercises were opened with 
music by the band, followed by singing by a choir composed of Mrs. Dr. Washington, Mrs. 
Law, Mrs. Conley, Miss Hicks, Miss Tackett, and Messrs. Barrell, Howell and Geis." 

        P. D. Wigginton delivered a short address to the Masons, who then proceeded with the 
ceremonies of laying the cornerstone. Beneath it they placed a casket containing: 

        "1st. Copies of the law creating Merced County. 

        "2nd. Copies of the law providing for the erection of a Court House for Merced County. 

        "3rd. Copies of the Great Register of Merced County for the years 1871 and 1873. 

        "4th. Court House bonds. 

        "5th. Statement of the total taxable property, and total tax levied by Merced each year 
since its organization. 

        "6th. Copies of the Merced Tribune, San Joaquin Valley Argus, San Francisco Bulletin, San 
Francisco Examiner, San Francisco Call, San Francisco Post, San Francisco Chronicle, and 
Mariposa Gazette. 

        "7th. A complete set of United States coins. 

        "8th. A pint each of wheat and barley. 

        "9th. Statistical report of school matters—total numbers of school children, number of 
school districts, etc." 

        In April the court house was nearing completion and the board made preparations to 
accept and dedicate it. From their minutes: 

        "April 7th, 1875. The Board met in special session pursuant to the call of the chairman. 
Present full board and clerk. 

        "On motion of J. B. Cocanour it is ordered that the following named persons are 
appointed a committee to meet at the Court House on Wednesday, May 5th, 1875, to inspect 
the building and report the result of said examination to the Board of Supervisors prior to the 
reception and dedication of the same by the Board on that day. 
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        "District No. One: J. M. Montgomery, J. W. Stewart, Frank Larkin, Henry Nelson, A. B. 
Anderson, H. F. Buckley, John Ruddle, W. J. Hardwick, Silas March, H. A. Skelton. 

        "District No. Two: J. F. Goodale, C. H. Huffman, N. B. Stoneroad, R. Reynolds, P. Bennett, P. 
Carroll, James Cunningham, H. J. Ostrander, P. Y. Welch, Thomas Price, John Appling, S. C. 
Bates. 

        "District No. Three: A. Stevinson, R. M. Wilson, A. S. Gavin, David Chedister, J. B. Sayres, 
Henry Ritter, Moses Korn, W. C. Turner, A. L. Cressey, W. P. Scott, W. N. Neill. Master of 
Ceremonies, P. D. Wigginton. Adjourned." 

        On April 8 the board ordered that the county surveyor survey, take levels and set grade 
stakes at a distance of 150 feet from the court house on all sides, and that bids for the 
leveling would be received on May 3. 

        The board began their May term, Monday, May 3. They transacted other business 
Monday and Tuesday and came to the court house matter on Wednesday, as per the order in 
April. The minutes for May 5 read: 

        "Board met pursuant to adjournment. The committee heretofore appointed to inspect 
the Court House prior to its reception by the Board having thoroughly performed the duties of 
their trust, presented their Report, whereupon the Board ordered that the building, being 
constructed in strict accordance with the plans and specifications and to the satisfaction of 
the architect, is hereby received from the hands of the contractor, and the County officers 
are authorized to remove the archieves of each in their respective offices. 

        "It is further ordered the following Report of the Committee be spread at length on the 
minutes of the Board and published in the proceedings thereof: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO INSPECT COURT HOUSE 

        "To the Honorable Board of Supervisors of Merced County: 

        "Gentlemen: We, the undersigned, your Committee appointed by your Hon. Body to 
examine and report upon the Court House now just completed, have thoroughly examined 
the building in company with the Architect, and are proud to say that the building is complete 
in all its details and reflects much credit on the Architect, A. A. Bennett, Esq., of Sacramento, 
its contractor, A. W. Burrell of Oakland, and your Hon. Body which has had supervision of the 
same; and in fact on everyone connected in the erection and ordering of the same; and we, 
as taxpayers of Merced County, congratulate ourselves and the people generally of the 
County of Merced that we have in our judgment full value received for the money expended. 

        "We have also examined the furniture in said building, and in our judgement it is 
complete and durable and of the very best material, and reflects great credit on those who 
selected the same. We think your Hon. Body has used the most judicious economy in the 
distribution of the money appropriated by the Legislature for the construction and furnishing 
of the said building. 

        "All of which is most respectfully submitted. 
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"P. Y. Welch                                    H. J. Ostrander 

J. F. Goodale                                   H. Stevinson (Chairman) 

P. Bennett                                        James Cunningham (Secretary) 

C. H. Huffman                                 Sam C. Bates 

David Chedister                               A. B. Anderson 

J. B. Sears                                       Thomas Price 

Frank Larkin                                   N. B. Stoneroad 

J. W. Stewart                                  P. Carroll 

R. Reynolds                                   Wm. N. Neill  

W. J. Hardwick 

        "Board adjourned until 9 A. M., May 7th, 1875." 

        The Court House was dedicated May 5, 1875. Says the Merced Express of Saturday, May 
8, 1875: 

THE NEW COURT HOUSE 

        "The Dedication of Our New and Elegant Court House 

        "On Wednesday last, in accordance with notice heretofore given in the columns of the 
Express, the new and magnificent structure designed by A. A. Bennett, Esq., of San Francisco, 
and built by A. W. Burrell, of Oakland, situated in the center of Court House Square, of our 
town, and which stands there a monument of our people's industry and enterprise, was 
received by the Board of Supervisors of Merced County and dedicated to the immaculate 
purposes of justice with imposing rites and ceremonies becoming the occasion. The 
ceremonies of receiving and dedicating took place in the District Court room of the building 
and were as follows: 

        "At half past three o'clock P. M. the meeting was called to order by Capt. J. K. Mears, 
Chairman of the Board, who stated the object of the meeting to be the reception and 
dedication of the building. . ." 

        Members of press invited up: W. J. Hill, Silver City Idaho Avalanche; C. A. Heaton, Fresno 
Review; and "ourself" (Frank H. Farrar, editor). 

        A. W. Burrell, contractor, submitted his report to A. A. Bennett, architect. Bennett's report 
to the board was then read by R. H. Ward, Esq. 
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        The chairman then called upon Col A. Stevinson, the chairman of the committee 
appointed to inspect the building. Mr. Stevinson announced the committee ready and Samuel 
C. Bates, "the Secretary of the Committee," then read the report. Chairman Mears announced 
that the board accepted the building on behalf of the people, and the ceremonies closed with 
an oration by P. D. Wigginton, Esq. 

        Mears then thanked the architect, the contractor, and the committee. 

        In the evening H. A. Bloss of the El Captain tendered a social reunion. 

        On May 7 the board appointed Bart Ahren the first janitor, at a salary of $75 a month, "to 
take charge of the new Court House, wind mill and tank, coal bin, fuel, etc." On the same day 
the sheriff was ordered to sell the old court house and jail at Snelling, which, since they had 
been vacated, had been rented to the Masonic Lodge. 

        The minutes of the Board describe Bennett, the architect, as "of Sacramento"; the news 
story in the Express as "of San Francisco." W. H. McElroy, who entered the building business in 
Merced in the late eighties, thinks Bennett had an office in each city. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

COUNTY OFFICIALS 

  

        We cannot be entirely sure that we have the names of all the early county officials. The 
first book of the minutes of the board of supervisors—Book A—is not indexed, and moreover 
the rather sketchy nature of the early minutes leaves us with some lurking doubts, as for 
example when the board canvassed the votes of one of the very early elections, and the 
minutes recite that fact and the further fact that they ordered certificates of election issued 
to those who had received the greatest number of votes, but do not tell us who the 
successful candidates—or the unsuccessful, either—were. It is probable, however, that the 
following list is pretty nearly complete for the period prior to February 6, 1867, when Book B 
begins, and complete after that date. 

        In the minutes of the first meeting of the board of supervisors, on June 4, 1855, G. H. 
Murry (so the minutes spell it), William J. Barfield, and S. L. Kelly were the supervisors. Murray 
was chairman. E. G. Rector was clerk. "M. Stockard" was appointed justice of the peace in 
Township One and William Finch and William Wall in Township Two. This meeting of June and 
another in August were all the board held at the county seat on the Turner and Osborn 
Ranch, so far as the minutes reveal. On September 17 there was an election, and on October 
1 we find by the minutes that A. Stevinson has succeeded Murray as supervisor and 
chairman of the board. Jack W. Smith is mentioned as district attorney in the minutes of 
November 5. 

        We may go back here long enough to quote the following list of officers elected at the 
election on the second Monday in May, 1855. It is taken from the 1881 Elliott & Moore history: 
"John W. Fitzhugh, County Judge; E. G. Rector, County Clerk; Charles F. Bludworth, Sheriff ; 
Jack W. Smith, District Attorney; George W. Halstead, County Treasurer; James W. Robertson, 
County Assessor; Erastus Kelsey, County Surveyor; Gordon H. Murray, W. J. Barfield, and 
Samuel D. Kelly, Board of Supervisors; Samuel H. P. Ross, and J. A. Vance, Associate Justices." 

        On November 4, 1856, B. F. Howell appears as supervisor for District One, Silas March for 
District Two, and John Sylvester for District Three. On February 3, 1857, S. H. P. Ross appears 
as superintendent of schools. We have already noticed in another chapter One. On May 4 of 
the same year R. R. Leak was appointed constable in Township One in place of R. H. Crozier, 
who had left the county. The Merced Banner appears as the official paper. 

        In October, 1863, R. V. Woodcock appears as supervisor from District One, P. Y. Welch 
from District Two, and Silas March from District Three. There had been an election the 
previous month, on September 2. The county cast 295 votes for W. S. Montgomery and 100 
for A. Ingalsbe, for State Senator, and 300 for W. S. Dickenson and 94 for J. C. Breen for 
assemblyman. P. D. Wigginton was elected district attorney; E. G. Rector, sheriff; J. W. Bost, 
clerk; L. P. Wilson, assessor; D. A. Jamison, treasurer; W. G. Collier, surveyor; S. M. Brown, 
coroner; R. B. Huey, superintendent of schools; J. M. Strong, public administrator. The county 
gave J. M. Baudurant 212 votes and E. Burke 39 for district judge in the Thirteenth Judicial 
District. J. W. Robertson was elected county judge. R. R. Leak and A. C. McSwain were elected 
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justices of the peace and J. B. Sensabaugh and J. M. Hicks constables, in Township One; and 
J. C. C. Russell and A. J. W. Albeck, justices in Township Two. 

        On November 2, 1863, appears an appointment of A. C. McSwain as justice of the peace 
of Township One, to succeed Samuel J. Benton, resigned, apparently to fill the unexpired 
term. 

        Silas March, I. N. Ward, and P. Y. Welch appear as supervisors in the minutes on February 
3, 1864, apparently elected the preceding year. Early in 1864 there appears to have been an 
election of supervisors; R. V. Woodcock, Silas March, and James Cunningham appear in the 
minutes, February 20, 1864, as supervisors for Districts One, Two, and Three respectively. 

        On May 2, 1864, R. R. Leak was appointed county clerk in place of J. W. Bost, resigned; 
and S. H. P. Ross, justice of the peace in Township One in place of R. R. Leak, resigned. At this 
date there is a minute to the effect that the Democratic Record is the official paper of the 
county. 

        There was an election on November 8, 1864. Nicholas Breen, Silas March, and E. Russell 
were elected supervisors. On February 7, 1865, T. O. Ellis was appointed superintendent of 
schools in place of R. B. Huey, resigned. 

        During this year the Merced Herald is made the county paper. 

        At the election of September 6, 1865, R. H. Ward received 151 votes in the county for 
assemblyman, and A. Ingalsbe 141. C. M. Blair was elected clerk; D. A. Jamison, treasurer; J. B. 
Sensabaugh, sheriff; P. D. Wigginton, district attorney; W. G. Collier, surveyor; S. M. Brown, 
coroner; James E. Hicks, assessor; J. M. Strong, public administrator; T. O. Ellis, superintendent 
of schools; C. F. Bludworth and W. B. Thompson, constables of Township One; and C. Helmer 
and A. Douth, constables of Township Two. On October 18, 1865, R. R. Leak and Samuel H. P. 
Ross appear as justices of the peace in Township One, and E. Hunter and A. Albeck in 
Township Two. 

        On November 7, 1865, appears a new Township Three, and Abner Phelps as justice of the 
peace for it. On the same date Charles M. Blair, clerk-elect, was appointed clerk to fill out the 
unexpired few weeks of R. R. Leak, resigned. 

        On February 8, 1866, — Hill was appointed justice of the peace in Township Three. 

        At an election on March 28, 1866, John B. Cocanour was elected supervisor in District 
One. 

        There appear through the minutes several appointments of "Judges of the Plains." On 
May 5, 1856, John Sylvester, John Ruddle, Jr., S. R. De Hart and Bates De Hart appear. On May 
4, 1858, the board appointed Arthur Tooms, John Ruddle, George G. Belt, and Ezekiel — . No 
further appointment seems to have been made through the whole period from then on until 
after the close of the Civil War; but on February 4, 1866, the board appointed P. W. Vaughn 
and Archibald Rice. This institution of "Judge of the Plains," or Juaz de Campo, was one (it has 
been said to have been the only one) of the institutions of the Mexicans taken over by their 
American successors. It was the function of the judges of the plains to attend rodeos and 
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decide questions of the ownership of cattle; and from some items in the papers in the sixties, 
it seems to have been their duty also to check over for ownership any cattle being driven 
through—or out of—the county. There is a newspaper story in the Herald in the sixties, quoted 
elsewhere, about three men, apparently judges of the plains, stopping three citizens of 
Maximilian's Empire who were driving some forty cattle across the Merced towards Sonora, 
and the Mexicans paid for the only animal which seemed to belong to a Merced County 
owner. 

        On February 6, 1867, N. Breen was appointed constable to fill a vacancy created by the 
resignation of William S. Thompson in Township Number One, and William S. Weed was 
appointed justice of the peace to succeed R. R. Leak, deceased. 

        At the general election held Wednesday, September 9, 1867, James B. Sensabaugh was 
elected sheriff; Charles M. Blair, county clerk; D. A. Jamison, county treasurer; R. H. Ward, 
district attorney; James H. Cox, assessors; F. J. Hardwick, public administrator; M. C. Monroe, 
superintendent of common schools; William G. Collier, county surveyor; Thomas H. Patterson, 
coroner; J. B. Cocanour, supervisor in District One, A. Harrel in District Two, and John K. Mears 
in District Three; S. M. Brown and Samuel Shears, constables in Township One; and Arch Rice 
and Charles Helmer, constables in Township Two. The board of supervisors organized by 
electing J. B. Cocanour chairman, succeeding Silas March, who had been first elected a 
supervisor ten years earlier. 

        At the special judicial election on October 16, 1867, James W. Robertson was elected 
county judge; Erastus Eagleson and William S. Weed, justices of the peace for Township One; 
E. Hunter and Reuben Hail, justices of the peace for Township Two; and Joseph De Hart and 
Joseph Bittick justices of the peace for Township Three. On November 6, 1868, H. B. Jolley 
was appointed a justice of the peace for Township Three. 

        At the general election on Tuesday, November 3, 1868, John B. Cocanour was elected 
supervisor for District One for the three-year term beginning the first Monday in March, 1869. 
On August 4, 1869, Erastus Eagleson resigned as a justice of the peace in Township One, and 
A. Boyce was appointed to succeed him. 

        At the general election on Wednesday, September 6, 1869, S. M. Brown was elected 
sheriff; James E. Hicks, clerk; James H. Cox, assessor; R. H. Ward, district attorney; George 
Turner, treasurer; William G. Collier, surveyor; M. C. Monroe, superintendent of schools; V. H. 
Cox, coroner; T. J. Hardwick, public administrator; John K. Mears, supervisor from District 
Three (and he became chairman on organization of the board); R. H. Northfield and William L. 
Silman, constables for Township One; William C. Wilson and Joseph L. Turner, for Township 
Two; and J. Stubbs and W. R. Wiggs, for Township Three. 

        At the special judicial election on October 20, 1869, L. W. Talbott (he of the four-dollar 
dog on the 1857 assessment roll) and A. Boyce were elected justices of the peace for 
Township One; E. Hunter and Mathias Smythe, for Township Two; and A. W. Hulse, for 
Township Three. 

        At a special election held the first Wednesday in September, 1870, J. C. Morrison was 
elected supervisor from District Two for the three-year term beginning the first Monday of 
March, 1871, and we find A. Harrel chairman of the board. 
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        On February 8, 1871, Mark Wyatt was appointed justice of the peace in Township Three 
to fill a vacancy created by the removal of A. Boyce. Three days later Amos A. Hicks was 
appointed assessor, James H. Cox having died. 

        The county's vote cast during the years from 1867 to 1869 for other officers for districts 
larger than the county, from district judge and assemblyman to United States Senator, were 
as follows: On September 9, 1867, for United States Senator, T. G. Phelps, 56; S. B. Axtell, 253. 
For State senator, H. A. Skelton 68; James H. Lawrence 233. For assemblyman, J. W. Newson, 
252. For district judge, A. C. Bradford, 210. On November 3, 1868, the county cast for Member 
of Congress: For S. B. Axtell, 274, and for Frank M. Pixley, 98. On September 6, 1869, the 
county's vote for assemblyman: J. B. Cocanour, 260; Miner Walden, 33; A. Ingalsbe, 76. 

        At the general election held September 6, 1871, James E. Hicks was elected clerk; Samuel 
M. Brown, sheriff; George Turner, treasurer; H. F. Blackwell, assessor; R. H. Ward, district 
attorney; Samuel H. P. Ross, superintendent of schools; Mark Howell, surveyor; V. H. Cox, 
coroner; Thomas G. Hardwick, public administrator; William H. Bean and William M. Bagby, 
constables of Township One; and T. J. James and A. Jones, constables of Township Two. J. S. 
Cocanour continues as chairman of the board of supervisors. 

        At the judicial election Monday, October 23, 1871, James W. Robertson was elected 
county judge; L. W. Talbott and Willis Hicks, justices of the peace for Township One; J. C. 
Jenkins and R. S. Clay, justices for Township Two; and R. J. Ashe and N. H. Spencer, justices for 
Township Three. 

        In 1872 we find J. K. Mears chairman of the board. On August 6, of that year, M. T. 
McPherson was appointed constable in Township One in place of William Bean, removed; S. 
P. Curry, constable in Township Two; and Richard Simpsen, justice of the peace in Township 
Two. At a special election on September 11 of that year, Ion Simons was elected supervisor of 
District Two. 

        The election to remove the county seat was held December 12, 1872. On November 4 of 
that year G. W. Rogers was appointed constable of Township Three and S. S. Reynolds justice 
of the peace. 

        At the general election on November 5 of that year the vote cast for Congressman stood: 
S. V. Houghton, 257; E. J. Kewin, 393. 

        On February 5, 1873, George Powell was appointed justice of the peace in Township Two 
in place of Mathias Smythe, resigned. On May 6, 1873, N. Breen was appointed constable of 
Township One to succeed William M. Bagby, deceased, and Wilber F. Clark was appointed 
justice of the peace of Township Five.     This is the first mention of Township Five, and 
strangely enough there appear no officers for Township Four. See, a little further on, the 
results of the general election of September 3 of this year. On May 10, Thomas A. Leggett was 
appointed justice of the peace for Township Two in place of George Powell, resigned; on July 
8, John K. Law was appointed superintendent of schools to succeed Samuel H. P. Ross, 
deceased; and on August 7, George H. Perrin was appointed county 

surveyor to succeed Mark Howell, resigned. Silas March appears as chairman of the board 
this year. 
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        At the general election on September 3, 1873, H. B. Davis received 525 votes and William 
Waldo 75 in this county for assemblyman. A. J. Meany was elected sheriff; George Turner, 
treasurer; James E. Hicks, clerk; D. M. McKenney, district attorney; George H. Perrin, surveyor; 
H. N. Rucker, coroner; G. W. Rogers, assessor; Ion Simons, supervisor for District Two; M. T. 
McPherson and Frank Sheridan, constables for Township One; George Powell and S. P. Curry, 
constables for Township Two; William M. Vinley and Charles S. Johnson, constables for 
Township Five; and W. W. Abbott and T. W. Coleman, constables for Township Three. 

        At the judicial election on October 15, 1873, the county cast for district judge, 471 votes 
for Alex. Deering and 267 for A. C. Bradford. Our five judicial townships now appear, thus 
indicating the creation of Le Grand and Livingston Townships, in addition to Township One at 
Snelling, Township Two at Merced, and Township Three at Los Banos, and also indicating the 
growth of population along the railroad and the increase of the wheat-growing industry. 
Justices of the peace were elected as follows: Township One, L. W. Talbott and W. H. 
Hamilton; Township Two, R. Simpson and T. A. Leggett; Township Three, T. J. Wilcox and 
William S. Weed; Township Four, R. J. Ashe; and Township Five, C. Talbott and Wilber F. Clark. 

        In 1874, on May 8, Y. Poncabore was appointed constable of Township One in place of 
Frank Sheridan, resigned; and on September 2, John B. Cocanour was elected supervisor of 
District One. Silas March continues this year as chairman of the board. 

        R. H. Ward was appointed district attorney on May 3, 1875, "D. M. McKenney," says the 
minute, "having failed to do duty." 

        At the general election on September 1 of that year, the county cast for Member of 
Congress, 588 votes for P. D. Wigginton, 316 for S. O. Houghton, and 235 for J. S. Thompson; 
for State senator, 506 votes for R. H. Ward and 639 for J. M. Montgomery; for assemblyman, 
553 for J. W. Wilcox and 510 for W. J. Howard. A. J. Meany was elected sheriff; George Turner, 
treasurer; E. J. Hamilton, recorder; James E. Hicks, clerk; A. D. Turner, assessor; J. K. Law, 
district attorney; E. Beaumont, surveyor; B. F. Fowler, superintendent of schools; H. N. Rucker, 
coroner; B. F. Davis, supervisor for District Three; and for constable, S. Addison and George W. 
Halstead were elected in Township One; E. A. Packer and Joseph Leeson, in Township Two; W. 
W. Abbott and E. C. Mason, in 

Township Three; Richard Shaffer, in Township Four; and G. F. Lawrence and Charles J. 
Johnson, in Township Five. 

        At the judicial election on October 20, 1875, J. W. Robertson was elected county judge, 
and justices of the peace were elected as follows: Township One, H. F. Buckley and L. W. 
Talbott; Township Two, J. O. Blackburn and T. A. Leggett; Township Three; T. J. E. Wilcox and J. 
F. Sumner; Township Four, H. F. Rosecrans and L. B. McCormack; Township Five, S. A. Smith 
and Ira J. Tren. J. K. Mears is chairman of the board for 1875. Ion Simons succeeds him in 
1876. 

        On May 2, 1876, H. A. Harrelson was appointed justice of the peace for Township One, 
and at a special election that year W. J. Quigley was elected supervisor for District Two. 

        At the general election on November 7, 1876, the county cast for Congressman, 776 
votes for P. D. Wigginton and 572 for R. Pacheco. 
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        In 1877, J. B. Cocanour again becomes chairman of the board. On March 19 of that year, 
Frank H. Farrar was appointed justice of the peace in Township Two. 

        At the general election on September 5, 1877, the county cast for assemblyman: 557 
votes for Andrew Ewing and 357 for R. S. Clay. A. J. Meany was elected sheriff; George Turner, 
treasurer; James E. Hicks, clerk; P. B. King, district attorney; E. J. Hamilton, recorder; William G. 
Collier, surveyor; L. D. Stockton, superintendent of schools; H. N. Rucker, coroner ; and G. C. 
Baker, supervisor of District One. Constables were elected as follows: Township One, G. W. 
Halstead and A. Bertrandis; Township Two, E. A. Packer and Joseph Leeson; Township Three, 
Daniel Donovan and J. A. Barker; Township Four, Eli M. McKee; Township Five, C. S. John and L. 
C. Davis. 

        At the judicial election, October 17, 1877, the county cast for district judge, 392 votes for 
J. B. Campbell and 20 for L. F. Jones. J. A. Harrelson and W. L. Williams were elected justices 
of the peace in Township One; N. Breen and T. A. Leggett, in Township Two; Nelson Howeth 
and A. M. Chadwick, in Township Three; J. W. Campbell, in Township Four; J. A. Worthington 
and Ira J. Tren, in Township Five. 

        In 1878, B. F. Davis appears as chairman of the board of supervisors. On May 6 of that 
year Andrew Lauder was appointed justice of the peace to succeed A. M. Chadwick, resigned. 
At a special election on September 4, N. Bibby was elected supervisor of District Three. 

        In 1879, W. J. Quigley is chairman of the board. On July 2, apparently by appointment, J. 
B. Cocanour succeeds G. C. Baker, resigned, as supervisor of District One. 

        At the general election held September 3, 1879, the county's vote for Member of 
Congress was 511 for Wallace Leach, 425 for R. Pacheco, and 146 for J. J. Ayers; for Senator, 
511 for D. M. Pool and 565 for T. W. Drullard; for assemblyman, 491 for W. F. Coffman and 585 
for N. S. Rogers. 

        We now come under the present State constitution, and the first superior judge appears 
in the person of Charles H. Marks. William J. Quigley was elected treasurer; John Simonson, 
clerk; A. J. Meany, sheriff and tax collector; Frank H. Farrar, district attorney; E. J. Hamilton, 
auditor and recorder; W. B. Aiken, assessor; John W. Bost, surveyor; E. T. Dixon, 
superintendent of schools; H. N. Rucker, coroner and public administrator; Thomas Upton, 
supervisor of District Two. In Township One, J. R. Horsley and M. D. D. Wickham were elected 
justices of the peace, and A. Bertrandis and George F. Hannah, constables; in Township Two, 
T. H. Leggett and N. Breen, justices, and Joseph Leeson and F. M. Gardenhire, constables; in 
Township Three, T. J. E. Wilcox and Andrew Lauder, justices, and D. Donovan and A. H. Ross, 
constables; in Township Four, T. F. Smith and David Chedister, justices, and James Beel and 
Samuel Stevinson, constables; in Township Five, W. R. Wiggs and W. F. Clark, justices, and 
Charles S. Johnson and L. C. Davis, constables. W. J. Quigley was chairman of the board 
during this year, going to the office of county treasurer at the beginning of 1880. 

        It will be noted that a lot of new blood came in at this first election under the constitution 
of 1879: Marks, Simonson, Aiken, Bost, Upton. Bost had held the office of deputy under 
Surveyor William G. Collier in the late sixties. Frank H. Farrar is new in the district attorney's 
office, although he had held township office before, as we have seen. On October 22, 1879, P. 
D. Wigginton was appointed district attorney in place of P. B. King, deceased. This was 
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obviously only for the remainder of 1879, as Frank H. Farrar had been elected on September 
3 for the term beginning the first of 1880. 

        On March 19, 1880, appears an appointment of H. N. Rucker as coroner and public 
administrator, to which combined offices he had been elected the previous September. The 
necessity for the appointment is not explained. During this year, N. Bibby was chairman of 
the board of supervisors. 

        At the general election on November 2, 1880 (note that the general election of 1879 had 
been in September, under the old constitution), the county cast for Members of Congress, 529 
votes for R. Pacheco and 692 for Wallace Leach; for assemblyman, 511 for Samuel C. Bates 
and 698 for John W. Bost. W. L. Means was elected supervisor from District One. Justices of 
the peace in the several townships were elected as follows: J. A. Harrelson in Township One, 
J. O. Blackburn in Township Two, A. Lauder in Township Three, J. G. Schroder in Township 
Four, W. F. Clarke and W. R. Wiggs in Township Five; and the constables, as follows: A. 
Bertrandis in Township One, Joseph Leeson in Township Two, Louis H. Abbott in Township 
Three, John A. Henderson in Township Four, and C. L. Johnson and L. C. Davis in Township 
Five. 

        On January 3, 1881, Mark Howell was appointed county surveyor in place of John W. 
Bost, who had resigned on account of his election to the assembly. On March 31, John F. 
McSwain by appointment succeeded E. J. Hamilton as recorder; and on May 7, I. J. Buckley 
was appointed to succeed J. A. Harrelson, resigned, as justice of the peace in Township One. 
On November 10, J. A. Langan was appointed justice of the peace in Township Five to 
succeed W. F. Clarke, resigned. On December 29, W. P. Stoneroad was appointed county 
surveyor in place of Mark Howell, resigned. N. Bibby was chairman of the board during this 
year also, but Thomas Upton succeeds him in that capacity in 1882. 

        On May 31, 1882, I. J. Buckley having resigned as justice of the peace in Township One, J. 
A. Harrelson, his predecessor, was appointed to the office again. 

        At the general election on November 7, 1882, the county cast for Congressman, 532 
votes for G. L. Wood and 892 for P. B. Tully; and for Representative to Congress at large, 543 
for Henry Edgerton, 548 for W. W. Morrow, 881 for Charles Sumner, and 878 for John 
Gascock (Glascock?). Evidently they were voting for two. For assemblyman the county cast 
657 votes for R. S. Clay and 745 for W. L. Smith. A. J. Meany was elected sheriff; John H. 
Simonson, clerk; John F. McSwain, recorder; M. D. Wood, treasurer; Frank H. Farrar, district 
attorney; William B. Aiken, assessor; W. P. Stoneroad, surveyor; E. T. Dixon, superintendent of 
schools; J. E. P. Williams, coroner. There were elected three new supervisors: B. H. Dean from 
District One, W. H. Hartley from District Two, and J. L. Crittenden from District Three. Justices 
of the peace were elected as follows: J. A. Herrelson in Township One, J. W. Robertson in 
Township Two, T. J. E. Wilcox in Township Three, J. F. Ward in Township Four, and W. J. 
Stockton in Township Five; and constables as follows: A. Bertrandis in Township One, Joseph 
Leeson in Township Two, A. K. Bagwell in Township Three, William Steele in Township Four, L. 
C. Davis in Township Five. 

        On May 11, 1883, Dan Donovan was appointed constable of Township Three to succeed 
A. K. Bagwell, resigned. 
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        On March 4, 1884, Merced and Mariposa Counties appear to have been made into one 
assembly district. On the 15th of the same month, W. L. Smith, assemblyman, having 
removed from the State, there was a special election for assemblyman, at which this county 
cast 254 votes for N. S. Rogers and 528 for J. W. Breckinridge. On April 12, Andrew Lauder 
was appointed justice of the peace of Township Three in place of T. J. E. Wilcox, resigned, and 
two days later, E. C. Fitzhugh, constable of Township One in place of A. Bertrandis, resigned. 

        At the general election on November 4, 1884, the county cast for Congressman, 806 
votes for J. A. Louttit and 969 for Charles A. Sumner; for State senator, 807 for A. E. Wagstaff 
and 973 for J. D. Spencer; and for member of assembly, 807 for I. J. Buckley and 961 for G. G. 
Gaucher. C. H. Marks was elected superior judge; J. L. Crittenden, sheriff; John H. Simonson, 
clerk; Robert N. Hughes, auditor; John G. Elliott, recorder; Frank M. Ostrander, district attorney; 
M. D. Wood, treasurer; L. H. Bradley, coroner and public administrator; L. M. Gillham, surveyor. 

        We now arrive at the point where the county has five supervisors instead of three, and 
find an entire new board elected: John A. Montgomery from District One, Henry Creighton 
from District Two, W. W. Gray from District Three, E. L. Sturgeon from District Four, and C. W. 
Smith from District Five. This board went in at the beginning of 1885, and on organization 
elected E. L. Sturgeon chairman. J. L. Crittenden was chairman in 1884. 

        In Judicial Township One, J. A. Harrelson and S. W. Blaisdell were elected justices of the 
peace and E. C. Fitzhugh, constable; in Township Two, N. Breen and Andrew Lauder, justices, 
and F. M. Gardenhire and T. H. Leggett, constables; in Township Three, W. R. Wiggs and W. J. 
Stockton, justices, and L. C. Davis and J. W. Graham, constables. 

        On April 7, 1885, A. E. Knight was appointed constable in Township Three, "L. C. Davis 
having failed to return to State at end of sixty day leave." On July 10, Henry Latour was 
appointed constable of Township One in place of E. C. Fitzhugh, resigned. 

        In 1886, C. W. Smith was chairman of the board. On May 19 of that year, John F. 
McSwain was appointed sheriff to succeed J. L. Crittenden, deceased. 

        At the general election held November 2, 1886, the county cast 967 votes for Marion 
Biggs, for Congressman, and 698 for J. C. Campbell. A. J. Meany was elected State senator for 
the Thirtieth District; and J. W. Bost, assemblyman for the Sixty-seventh District. Meany 
received in this county 955 votes, to 656 for C. F. Wade; and Bost, 1034 against 637 for W. E. 
Gallison. John H. Givens was elected sheriff; Jerry Myall, clerk; R. N. Hughes, auditor; J. G. 
Elliott, recorder; J. W. Breckinridge, district attorney; J. K. P. Price, treasurer; J. A. Norvell, 
superintendent of schools; M. D. Wood, assessor; C. D. Martin, surveyor; E. S. O'Brien, coroner; 
W. W. Gray, supervisor from District Three; and W. J. Stockton, supervisor from District Five. In 
Township One, C. E. Blewett and J. A. Harrelson were elected justices, and A. Bertrandis and T. 
V. Estes, constables; in Township Two, Andrew Lauder and J. W. Robertson, justices, and H. W. 
French and F. M. Gardenhire, constables; in Township Three, W. E. Merritt and T. W. Ralley, 
justices, and A. A. Bither and B. W. Jeffers, constables. Apparently Judicial Townships Four 
and Five have lapsed, having been merged into the first three. W. W. Gray appears as 
chairman of the board for 1887, and J. A. Montgomery for 1888. 

        On April 30, 1888, Frank Howell was appointed treasurer to succeed J. K. P. Price, 
deceased. 

 195 



        At the general election on November 6, 1888, the county cast for Congressman, 764 
votes for John Eagan and 968 for Marion Biggs; for assemblyman, 977 for W. M. Rundell, 40 
for J. O. Blackburn, and 70 for John Conway. C. A. H. Warfield was elected sheriff; Jerry Myall, 
clerk; R. N. Hughes, auditor; E. A. Hicks, recorder; J. W. Breckinridge, district attorney; E. J. 
Rector, treasurer, C. D. Martin, surveyor; E. S. O'Brien, coroner; J. A. Montgomery, supervisor 
from District One; C. C. Nelson, supervisor from District Two; and J. H. Edwards, supervisor 
from District Four. For Township One, J. A. Harrelson and W. C. Bennett were justices of the 
peace, and C. E. Blanchard and Edgar Latour, constables—the latter now constable in the 
same Township; for Township Two, J. W. Robertson and J. Y. Jones, justices, and Thomas F. 
Carrigan and T. H. Leggett, constables; for Township Three, W. E. Merritt and C. W. Smith, 
justices, and B. W. Jeffers and A. A. Bither, constables. 

        At the general election on November 4, 1890, this county gave A. Caminetti 990 votes for 
Congressman, and G. G. Blanchard 868; for State senator, T. O. Hays 988 and J. C. Needham 
889; and for assemblyman, F. H. Gould 959 and Henry Nelson 902. J. K. Law was elected 
superior judge; C. A. H. Warfield, sheriff; J. G. Elliott, clerk; Nick Breen, auditor; E. A. Hicks, 
recorder; B. F. Fowler, district attorney; J. H. Simonson, assessor; R. F. Bartlett, treasurer; J. A. 
Norvell, superintendent of schools; E. S. O'Brien, public administrator; C. A. Robinson, surveyor; 
R. Shaffer, supervisor from District Three; and J. W. Haley, supervisor from District Five. 
William M. Gray appears as chairman of the board in 1890; and J. A. Montgomery again in 
1891. 

        On March 4, 1891, H. R. Potter was appointed justice of the peace in Township Three to 
succeed W. E. Merritt, resigned, and on May 13, James E. Hicks in Township Two to succeed J. 
W. Robertson, deceased. The death of J. W. Robertson removed one of the original officers 
upon the formation of the county; he was assessor in 1855. 

        John A. Montgomery appears as chairman of the board in 1892. On May 2 of that year 
the name of T. A. Mack, the present sheriff, first appears as a county officer; he was 
appointed constable in Township Two to succeed T. F. Carrigan, resigned. On September 29 
of this year, George A. Kahl was appointed justice of the peace in Township Four. 

        The general election of 1892 took place on November 8. The county cast 713 votes for 
William M. Bowers and 893 for Olin Wellborn, for Congressman; 646 for J. S. Alexander and 
1055 for F H. Gould, for assemblyman. C. A. H. Warfield was elected sheriff; J. G. Elliott, clerk; 
N. Breen, auditor; Jeff. Fruit, recorder; R. F. Bartlett, treasurer; F. G. Ostrander, district attorney; 
A. G. Clough, coroner and public administrator; W. P. Stoneroad, surveyor; George P. Kelsey, 
supervisor from District One; C. C. Nelson, supervisor from District Two; and J. H. Edwards, 
supervisor from District Four. The election of F. G. Ostrander as district attorney put into that 
office the second son of Harvey J. Ostrander, pioneer of the county. Another son, Frank M. 
Ostrander, had been elected to that office in 1884, as we have seen. F. G. Ostrander and his 
nephew Frank M. (the latter the son of the Frank M. elected in 1884) are now practicing law in 
Merced under the firm name of Ostrander & Ostrander. 

        At this election of 1892, J. A. Harrelson and Jesse Neighbor were elected justices, and 
Fred Griffith and C. E. Rhodes constables, of Township One; James E. Hicks and J. B. Ralston 
justices, and Thomas A. Mack and G. W. Yoakum constables, in Township Two; Charles W. 
Smith and S. A. Smith justices, and Jacob Gardner, Jr., and B. W. Jeffers constables, in 
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Township Three; G. A. Kahl and F. G. Poor justices, and Norman Moss and John A. Artman 
constables, in Township Four. Township Four now appears again. 

        The two constables elected that year for the Merced Township are now, one of them, 
sheriff (T. A. Mack), and the other in charge of the court house park (G. W. Yoakum). Fred 
Griffith, elected constable at Snelling, was a son of that Dr. Joshua Griffith who came to 
Merced River bottom in 1852, when the only men on the river, according to his information 
given in his life sketch in the history of 1881, were John M. Montgomery, Samuel Scott, and 
James Waters. 

        Township Five now appears again. On January 12, 1893, L. M. Gillihan was appointed 
justice of the peace for the new township. The appointment was rescinded the next day. 
Gillihan was reappointed March 6, 1893. On October 5 of this year, Edgar Latour was 
appointed constable in Township One to fill a vacancy caused by the creation of the new 
Township Five. 

        The People's Party appears in the general election held on November 6, 1893. In this 
county, C. H. Castle, People's Party, received 832 votes for State senator; E. D. McCabe, 
Democrat, 603; and John H. Shine, Republican, 458; and for assemblyman, Horace G. Kelsey, 
People's Party, received 742 votes; J. R. Broughton, Democrat, 470; and L. A. Richards, 
Republican, 660. C. A. H. Warfield was elected sheriff; J .H. Simonson, assessor; T. H. Leggett, 
recorder; William H. Cook, auditor; O. W. Grove, school superintendent; W. P. Stoneroad, 
surveyor; A. G. Clough, coroner and public administrator; F. G. Ostrander, district attorney; R. 
Shaffer, supervisor for District Three; and J. W. Haley, supervisor for District Five. In Township 
One, G. B. Neighbor and J. A. Harrelson were elected justices and Edgar Latour and A. L. 
Standiford, constables; in Township Two, John Naffziger and Fred Read, justices, and T. A. 
Mack and John Rahilly, constables; in Township Three, C. F. Bertholf and C. S. Cothran, 
justices, and Jake Carter and Joel Webb, constables; in Township Four, George A. Kahl and 

B. C. H. Turner, justices, and William Boyd and Thomas D. Willson, constables; in Township 
Five, B. Berry and R. A. Weaver, justices, and W. W. Abbott and C. S. McSwain, constables. E. A. 
Hicks and A. M. Vanderlip tied for county clerk, and on December 20 a special election was 
held for that office again and Hicks defeated Vanderlip. 

        C. C. Nelson appears as chairman of the board during 1894, and also during the next two 
years. 

        On January 15, 1895, C. F. Blewett was appointed justice of the peace in Township Five. 
For some reason the two justices elected in Township Four at the general election in 
November, 1894, were appointed in March, 1895, to the same offices. The appointment of B. 
C. H. Turner was made March 4, and that of George D. Kahl on March 7. 

        A special election of January 21, 1896, to elect a supervisor in District Four, resulted in 
the choice of John Q. Drummond. 

        The general election of that year was held on November 3. For Congressman, C. H. Castle 
received in the county 1000 votes and William W. Bowers 578; for assemblyman, A. S. Emory, 
544, and J. G. Elliott, 1155. J. K. Law was elected superior judge; A. B. Hamilton, supervisor for 
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District One; Paul Neumann, supervisor for District Two; and G. W. Abbott, supervisor for 
District Four. 

        On January 7, 1897, S. W. Dickinson was appointed constable in Township Four, and on 
December 9, R. N. Hughes was appointed recorder to fill a vacancy caused by the death of T. 
H. Leggett. J. W. Haley was chairman of the board this year and during 1898. 

        At the general election on November 8, 1898, the county gave Curtis H. Castle 1169 votes 
for Congressman, against 699 for James C. Needham; for State senator the Twelfth District 
gave J. B. Curtin 1066, against 774 for Joseph McNeil; and for assemblyman the Fifty-seventh 
District gave A. T. Hastings 964 and G. R. Stewart 944. It is interesting to observe the gradual 
growth of the total vote ; but it is still only about one-quarter of the total which the county 
now casts.         Allowance must now be made, however, for the women's vote. C. A. H. 
Warfield was again elected sheriff; W. B. Croop was elected clerk; A. G. Clough, assessor; D. C. 
Bambauer, treasurer; W. H. Cook, auditor; E. W. Stockird, recorder; F. G. Ostrander, district 
attorney; O. W. Grove, superintendent of schools; H. H. Henderson, surveyor; George W. Kibby, 
tax collector; F. E. Lilley, coroner and public administrator; C. H. Deane, supervisor for District 
Three; and W. H. Ogden, supervisor for District Five. In Township One, J. A. Harrelson was 
elected justice of the peace and E. J. Feldhaus, constable; in Township Two, George F. 
Crocker, justice, and J. M. Smith, constable; in Township Three, C. S. Cothran, justice, and C. H. 
Wiley, constable; in Township Four, George A. Kahl, justice, and Wade Turner, constable; in 
Township Five, Benjamin Berry, justice, and John George, constable. 

        In 1899, Paul Neumann appears as chairman of the board. On November 16 of that year, 
W. J. Stockton was appointed coroner and public administrator in place of F. E. Lilley, 
deceased. 

        On March 13, 1900, T. A. Mack was appointed the county's first game warden. The 
following day Jeff. Fruit was appointed justice of the peace in Township Two to succeed 
George L. Crocker, resigned. On May 15 of this year F. G. Ostrander was appointed superior 
judge to succeed J. K. Law, resigned. J. F. McSwain was appointed district attorney to fill the 
vacancy caused by Judge Ostrander's promotion. 

        The general election of this year was held on November 6. The county gave for 
Congressman, Seventh District, James C. Needham, 788; W. D. Crichton, 1046; for 
assemblyman, Fifty-seventh District, J. W. Haley, 1217; Thomas R. Scoon, 648. E. N. Rector 
was elected superior judge; A. B. Hamilton, supervisor from District One; Thomas Price, 
supervisor from District Two; and George H. Whitworth, supervisor from District Four. Judge 
Rector has held his office continuously since, and George H. Whitworth's service as 
supervisor was terminated only by his death in 1922. 

        On April 9, 1901, W. M. Davis was appointed constable in Township Three in place of C. H. 
Wiley, resigned. On July 9, 1901, appears a new Township Six, Gustine; Eugene McCabe was 
appointed justice of the peace, and B. W. Jeffers constable, of Township Six on that date. 

        Paul Neumann continues as chairman of the board in 1900, but in 1901 A. B. Hamilton 
succeeds him in that capacity. On August 11, 1902, G. R. Summers was appointed justice of 
the peace of Township Five; and on September 15 of the same year, W. F. Blewett was 
appointed constable of the same township to succeed J. H. George, deceased. 
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        At the general election on November 4, 1902, the county gave Gaston M. Ashe 1005 
votes and J. C. Needham 819 for Congressman in the Sixth District; J. B. Curtin 1241 votes for 
State senator, Twelfth District; and V. E. Bangs 1213 for assemblyman, Twenty-fifth District. 
John S. McSwain was elected sheriff; W. B. Croop, clerk; A. G. Clough, assessor; G. W. Kibby, 
treasurer; W. H. Cook, auditor; S. J. Allen, recorder; E. H. Hoar, district attorney; Mrs. Anna 
Silman, superintendent of schools; Arthur E. Cowell, surveyor; W. F. Clarke, tax collector; G. E. 
Nordgren, coroner and public administrator; C. H. Deane, supervisor from District Three; and 
W. H. Ogden, supervisor from District Five. Justices of the peace were elected as follows: In 
Township One, J. A. Harrelson; in Township Two, J. J. Griffin; in Township Three, C. S. Cothran; 
in Township Four, J. D. Price; in Township Five, J. H. Sorensen; in Township Six, Eugene 
McCabe. Edgar Latour was elected constable in Township One; J. H. McNamara, in Township 
Two; W. M. Roberts, in Township Three; A. K. Ellett, in Township Four; W. F. Blewett, in 
Township Five; and John Hickey, in Township Six. 

        In 1903, Thomas Price is chairman of the board. On August 4 of that year, C. M. Harrelson 
was appointed justice of the peace in Township One to succeed J. A. Harrelson, resigned. At 
the general election on November 8, 1904, the county gave James C. Needham 880 votes for 
Congressman from the Sixth District and William M. Conley 1026; S. S. Burge 912 for 
assemblyman, Twenty-fifth District, and Fred W. Yokum 937. Henry Nelson was elected super 
visor for District One; J. R. Baxter, for District Two; and George H. Whitworth, for District Four. 
George H. Whitworth was chairman of the board during 1905 and 1906. 

        On September 19, 1905, Henry Knight was appointed constable in Township Six to 
succeed John Hickey, resigned. 

        On February 6, 1906, a new Township Seven appears, with the appointment of Ambers 
Brown as justice of the peace and F. J. Clausen as constable. This is Dos Palos, then quite 
newly colonized, thus making now three judicial townships on the West Side and four on the 
East Side. 

        At the general election of November 6, 1906, the county gave J. C. Needham 1028 votes 
and H. A. Greene 919 for Congressman from the Sixth District; H. J. Ostrander 948 and J. B. 
Curtin 1057, for State senator from the Twelfth District; and R. K. Whitmore 894 and F. W. 
Yokum 1049, for assemblyman from the Twenty-fifth District. John S. Swan was elected 
sheriff; P. J. Thornton, clerk; A. G. Clough, assessor; G. W. Kibby, treasurer; W. H. Cook, auditor; 
S. J. Allen, recorder; H. S. Shaffer, district attorney; Belle Smythe, superintendent of schools; A. 
E. Cowell surveyor; W. F. Clarke, tax collector; G. E. Nordgren, coroner and public 
administrator; C. H. Deane, supervisor from District Three; and J. W. Haley, supervisor from 
District Five. I. J. Buckley was elected justice of the peace in Township One; J. J. Griffin, in 
Township Two; W. E. Burch, in Township Three; J. D. Price, in Township Four; J. N. Hitchcock, in 
Township Five; Eugene McCabe, in Township Six; and J. S. Sitton, in Township Seven. Edgar 
Latour was elected constable in Township One; J. H. McNamara, in Township Two; W. M. 
Roberts, in Township Three; G. A. Watson, in Township Five; B. W. Jeffers, in Township Six; and 
F. J. Clausen, in Township Seven. There was a tie in Township Four; and at a special election 
on December 1, W. C. Wilson was elected constable of that township. 

        J. R. Baxter appears as chairman of the board of supervisors in 1907, and continues 
through that year and 1908. On January 9, 1907, I. J. Buckley was appointed justice of the 
peace of Township One, and Edgar Latour constable, to take effect October 1, 1907. They 
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were the incumbents, elected the previous fall. Their election appears to have been 
considered good until October 1, 1907; and as the appointment could not apparently have 
been to cure an invalid election, it was probably to effect a change in salary. On October 1, 
1907, C. B. Harrell was appointed county recorder to succeed S. J. Allen, resigned. On April 27, 
1908, E. F. Mugler was appointed auditor to succeed William H. Cook, deceased; and on June 
1 of the same year, Frank J. Mclnerny was appointed to succeed Mugler, resigned. 

        At the general election on November 3, 1908, the county gave James C. Needham 1087 
votes and Fred P. Feliz 1020 for Congressman from the Sixth District, and Charles W. Wagner 
988 and John R. Richardson 1047 for assemblyman from the Twenty-fifth District. E. N. Rector 
was elected superior judge; Thomas H. Scandrett, supervisor from District One; J. R. Baxter, 
supervisor from District Two; and George H. Whitworth, supervisor from District Four. On 
December 8, 1908, W. F. Meredith was appointed justice of the peace of Township Six in place 
of Eugene McCabe, resigned. 

        In 1909 and 1910, C. H. Deane was chairman of the board. On March 11, 1909, A. L. 
Silman was appointed auditor to succeed Frank J. Mclnerny, resigned. 

        At the general election on November 8, 1910, the county gave J. C. Needham 1037 votes 
for Congressman from the Sixth District, and A. L. Cowell, the present attorney for the Merced 
Irrigation District, 1264; L. L. Dennett, for State senator from the Twelfth District, 1071, and J. 
B. Curtin 1207; D. D. Thompson 1045 for assemblyman from the Twenty-fifth District, and J. J. 
Griffin 1154. S. C. Cornell was elected sheriff; H. S. Shaffer, district attorney ; P. J. Thornton, 
clerk; L. R. Johnson, auditor; G. W. Kibby, treasurer; A. G. Clough, assessor; W. H. Wegner, tax 
collector; Margaret Sheehy, superintendent of schools; A. E. Cowell, surveyor; G. E. Nordgren, 
coroner and public administrator; H. G. Peck, supervisor from District Three; and C. S. Cothran, 
supervisor from District Five. In Judicial Township One, I. J. Buckley was elected justice of the 
peace and Edgar Latour, constable; in Township Two, W. B. Croop, justice, and J. H. 
McNamara, constable; in Township Three, W. E. Burch, justice, and W. M. Roberts, constable; 
in Township Four, L. S. Cardwell, justice, and W. C. Wilson, constable; in Township Five, J. N. 
Hitchcock, justice, and J. A. Watson, constable; in Township Six, C. F. Reutter, justice, and T. J. 
Hazelwood, constable; and in Township Seven, J. S. Sitton, justice, and Clyde Painter, 
constable. 

        T. H. Scandrett appears as chairman of the board in 1912. At the general election on 
November 5 of that year, J. C. Needham received in this county 1482 votes for Congressman 
from the Seventh District (note the reapportionment following the census year 1910), and 
Denver S. Church 1835. George Marchbank received in the county 1358 votes for 
assemblyman from the Forty-ninth District, and J. J. Griffin 1884. T. H. Scandrett was elected 
supervisor from District One; D. K. Thornton, supervisor from District Two; and G. H. 
Whitworth, supervisor from District Four. 

        On May 6, 1913, J. J. Garibaldi was appointed tax collector in place of W. H. Wegner, 
deceased; and on June 1, 1914, T. A. Mack was appointed sheriff to succeed S. C. Cornell, 
deceased. 

        At the general election held November 3, 1914, the county gave Francis J. Heney 1174 
votes for United States Senator, Joseph R. Knowland 1476, and James D. Phelan 2002; 
Denver S. Church 2614 and A. M. Drew 1752 for Congressman from the Seventh District; A. P. 
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Ferguson 2499 and L. J. Maddux 2462 for State senator from the Twelfth District; and Edward 
Stanton Ellis 3456 and Ernest D. Kahl 1486 for assemblyman from the Forty-ninth District. E. 
IN. Rector was elected superior judge; T. A. Mack, sheriff ; C. H McCray, district attorney; P. J. 
Thornton, clerk; G. W. Kibby, treasurer; L. R. Johnson, auditor; A. G. Clough, assessor; James J. 
Garibaldi, tax collector; J. C. Ivers, recorder; G. E. Nordgren, coroner and public administrator; 
Margaret Sheehy, superintendent of schools; A. E. Cowell, surveyor; Frank Pebley, supervisor 
from District One; and C. S. Cothran, supervisor from District Five. J. C. Larsen was elected 
justice of the peace and Edgar Latour, constable, in Township One; Frank H. Farrar, justice, 
and J. H. McNamara, constable in Township Two; L. A. Sischo, justice, and W. M. Roberts, 
constable, in Township Three; J. D. Price, justice, and W. C. Wilson, constable, in Township 
Four; J. N. Hitchcock, justice, and August E. Warn, constable, in Township Five; C. F. Reutter, 
justice, and J. T. Hazelwood, constable, in Township Six; J. S. Sitton, justice, and T. C. Painter, 
constable, in Township Seven; and W. H. Osborn, justice, and E. W. Fulkerth, constable, in 
Township Eight. 

        Judicial Township Eight appears in an election here for the first time. Justice Osborn and 
Constable Fulkerth have held their offices continuously since the creation of the township, 
Atwater, ten years ago. W. C. Wilson won the office of constable in Township Four only after 
an election contest. 

        At the general election on November 7, 1916, the county gave Hiram W. Johnson 2635 
votes for United States Senator and George S. Patton 1495; Denver S. Church, for 
Congressman from the Seventh District, 2279 and W. W. Phillips 1769; H. Kylberg, for 
assemblyman from the Forty-ninth District, 2729, and Walter C. Maloy 1712.  T. H. Scandrett 
was elected supervisor from District One; D. K. Thornton, supervisor from District Two; and 
George H. Whitworth, supervisor from District Four. T. H. Scandrett continues as chairman of 
the board. 

        On November 13, 1916, Winifred H. Bigley was appointed county librarian for a four-year 
term beginning on November 16. This is not the beginning of Miss Bigley's service as librarian, 
however. 

        On August 7, 1917, W. M. Griffin was appointed coroner and public administrator to 
succeed G. E. Nordgren, deceased. On October 7, 1918, Mrs. M. A. Clough was appointed 
assessor to succeed her husband, A. G. Clough, deceased. 

        At the general election on November 5, 1918, the county gave Henry Hawson 2098 votes 
and H. E. Barbour 1801 for Congressman from the Seventh District; J. B. Curtin 1964 and L. L. 
Dennett 1977, for State senator from the Twelfth District; and Guy Windrem 2871, for 
assemblyman from the Forty-ninth District. P. J. Thornton was elected clerk; T. A. Mack, 
sheriff; C. W. Croop, district attorney; Smith E. Acker, auditor; G. W. Kibby, treasurer; F. A 
Robinson, assessor; J. J. Garibaldi, tax collector; J. C. Ivers, recorder; W. M. Griffin, coroner and 
public administrator; A. E. Cowell, surveyor; Mrs. Belle Smythe Gribi, superintendent of schools; 
Frank Pebley, supervisor from District Three; and C. S. Cothran, supervisor from District Five. In 
Township One, I. J. Buckley was elected justice and Edgar Latour, constable; in Township Two, 
Frank H. Farrar, justice, and J. H. McNamara, constable; in Township Three, W. H. Purdy, 
justice, and C. M. Watkins, constable; in Township Four, C. T. Dooley, justice, and W. C. Wilson, 
constable; in Township Five, J. N. Hitchcock, justice, and August E. Warn, constable; in 
Township Six, H. K. Morris, justice, and Oliver F. Carey, constable; in Township Seven, Ernest E. 
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Winters, justice, and T. G. Arbuthnot, constable; and in Township Eight, W. H. Osborn, justice, 
and E. W. Fulkerth, constable. 

        On February 3, 1919, F. H. Cronwell was appointed justice of the peace in Township 
Three. On February 2, 1920, John R. Graham was appointed by Governor Stephens supervisor 
in District One to succeed T. H. Scandrett, resigned. Mr. Scandrett had been chairman up to 
this time; Frank Pebley succeeded him as chairman and is the present chairman. On June 10, 
1920, H. K. Landram was appointed district attorney to succeed C. W. Croop, resigned. On 
July 7, 1920, Charles A. Miller was appointed justice of the peace of Township Six to succeed 
H. K. Morris, resigned.    

        At the general election on November 2, 1920, the county gave Samuel M. Shortridge 
2549 votes for United States Senator; H. E. Barbour 3570 for Congressman from the Seventh 
District, and Guy Windrem 2838 for assemblyman from the Forty-ninth District. E. N. Rector 
was elected superior judge; Frank R. Henderson, supervisor from District One; D. K. Thornton, 
supervisor from District Two; and G. H. Whitworth, supervisor from District Four. 

        On November 9, 1920, G. D. Soper was appointed constable for Township Three in place 
of C. M. Watkins, resigned. On April 5, 1921, J. L. Mulkey was appointed constable of Township 
Seven in place of T. G. Arbuthnot, resigned. On August 1, 1921, Winifred H. Bigley was 
reappointed county librarian for four years. On September 6, 1921, J. W. Hall was appointed 
justice of the peace of Township Five to succeed J. N. Hitchcock, deceased. On April 4, 1922, 
Harold Bone was appointed justice of the peace of Township Two to succeed Frank H. Farrar, 
deceased. On August 7, 1922, G. E. Winton was appointed county surveyor to succeed A. E. 
Cowell, resigned. On October 23, 1922, W. E. Bunker was appointed by Governor Stephens 
supervisor for District Four to succeed G. H. Whitworth, deceased. 

        At the general election on November 7, 1922, the county gave Hiram W. Johnson 4090 
votes for United States Senator, Harry E. Barbour 3955 for Congressman from the Seventh 
District, L. L. Dennett 3763 for State senator from the Twelfth District, and D. C. Williams 3096 
and Guy Windrem 2135 for assemblyman from the Forty-ninth District. C. S. Weaver was 
elected superintendent of schools; T. A. Mack, sheriff; C. H. McCray, district attorney; S. E. 
Acker, auditor; G. W. Kibby, treasurer; F. A. Robinson, assessor; J. J. Garibaldi, tax collector; J. 
C. Ivers, recorder; W. M. Griffin, coroner and public administrator; W. E. Bedesen, surveyor; 
Frank Pebley, supervisor from District Three; and G. B. Smith, supervisor from District Five. In 
Township One, I. J. Buckley was elected justice of the peace and Edgar Latour, constable; in 
Township Two, Harold Bone, justice, and J. H. McNamara, constable; in Township Three, F. H. 
Cronwell, justice, and G. D. Soper, constable; in Township Four, C. T. Dooley, justice, and W. C. 
Wilson, constable; in Township Five, T. W. Pedigo, justice, and Dave Bennett, constable; in 
Township Six, D. E. Hales, justice, and Oliver Carey, constable; in Township Seven, H. Boyd 
Smith, justice, and John R. Campbell, Jr., constable; in Township Eight, W. H. Osborn, justice, 
and E. W. Fulkerth, constable. 

        On June 4, 1923, Essae M. Culver was appointed county librarian to succeed Winifred H. 
Bigley, deceased. On September 4, 1923, John R. Campbell, Jr., was appointed constable of 
Township Seven. On February 9, 1924, C. E. Welch was appointed coroner and public 
administrator to succeed W. M. Griffin, deceased, and E. D. Huffman was appointed constable 
of Township Two to succeed J. H. McNamara, deceased. 
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        At the general election on November 4, 1924, the county gave H. E. Barbour, for 
Congressman from the Seventh District, 3942 votes; and D. C. Williams, for assemblyman 
from the Forty-ninth District, 3021 and E. G. Adams 2725. F. R. Henderson was elected 
supervisor from District One; J. C. Maddux, supervisor from District Two; and W. E. Bunker, 
supervisor from District Four. No other changes have occurred up to December 21, 1924. 
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CHAPTER XVII 

POPULATION 

  

        Since Merced County was created and organized in 1855, the first federal census we 
have on it is that of 1860. We have already seen, in the chapter on the assessment roll of 
1857, where the probable population of the county at the time of organization is discussed, 
that the county's population by this census of 1860 was 1141. In the chapter mentioned we 
saw that the 1857 assessment roll gave 277 assessments, and on this basis, counting 5 
population for every 2 assessments, we arrived at an estimated population of 692, or 
approximately 700 for the spring of 1857, just three years before the census of 1860 was 
taken. Further, estimating approximately the same rate of increase for the two preceding 
years, from the spring of 1855 to that of 1857, we estimated somewhere around 400 or 500 
people in the county when it was organized. This is frankly little more than a guess. 

        At any rate, we had 1141 people in 1860. In 1870 this had grown to 2807, an increase of 
146 per cent. In 1880 it had grown to 5656, or just over a 100-per-cent gain over the 1870 
figures. In 1890 the county's population had grown 2429 more, to a total of 8085, 
representing a 43-per-cent gain over the 1880 census. In 1900 it was 9215, being 1140, or 
about 14 per cent of growth since 1890. By the 1910 census we had 15,148 people, a gain of 
5923, about 64 per cent, for the decade. The 1920 population was 24,579, with a gain of 9431 
people, or about 62 per cent, for the decade then ending. 

        While the county made some growth during every decade for which we have the census 
figures, this growth, we see, slacked up to rather near a standstill during the ten years from 
1890 to 1900, when the gain was only 1140, or about 14 per cent. It will be remembered that 
the nineties were a period of hard times generally, a condition reflected by Merced County's 
small growth. This was also the period when the grain-raising industry in the county had 
reached its peak and begun to decline. Merced City for this ten years shows an actual 
decrease of forty inhabitants; the town had 2009 people in 1890, and 1969 in 1900. Other 
towns in the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valleys show similar conditions. Modesto 
decreased from 2402 to to 2024 during the ten years; Tulare from 2697 to 2216; Woodland 
from 3069 to 2886. Fresno shows a small growth, from 10,818 to 12,470; Visalia a smaller 
one, from 2885 to 3085. 

        An analysis of Merced County's population by judicial townships shows an actual 
decrease for the East Side of the county during these ten years, which was somewhat more 
than made up by the growth of the West Side. Township Number One (Snelling country) had 
1834 population in 1890. Between 1890 and 1900 Township Number 5 was carved out of 
Number One; and in 1900 Number One had 842 people and Number Five had 779, a total of 
1621 in 1900 against 1834 in 1890. Township Number Two, including Merced City, had 4363 
people in 1890 and 3705 in 1900; but Number Four appears in 1900 with 656 people, 
showing just about a standstill for the territory of the two. Township Number Three, centering 
at Los Banos, had 1888 people in 1890, and 3233 in 1900, a growth of 1345. 
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        We have run ahead of the chronological order in the above. There was less detailed 
information in the earlier censuses; the Merced County townships, for example, were not 
separately returned in 1880. 

        This census of 1880 is of course the first one which shows Merced City, or rather town, 
for it was not incorporated until the eighties. Merced, the town, in 1880 had 1446 people. This 
fact standing by itself means less than it does when we give the population of some of most 
striking comparison is with Fresno, which in 1880 had only 1112, or 334 less population than 
Merced. Bakersfield was also the other towns in this and some of the other counties. Perhaps 
the smaller than Merced; it had 801. Madera, not yet with a separate county of its own, had 
only 217 people and was overshadowed by such metropolises as Mariposa, 342; Columbia, 
650; Coulterville, 224; Hornitos, 350; Lockeford, 322; Mokelumne Hill, 515; and Woodbridge, 
245. Modesto, with 1693, was the largest town in the San Joaquin Valley south of the old 
valley metropolis, Stockton, which had 10,282; and was nearly even with Los Angeles, which 
had 11,183. South of Stockton in the Valley, in order of population after Modesto and Merced, 
came Visalia, older than the railroad with 1412 people. Sonora was larger than Visalia or 
Merced; it had 1492 people. 

        Bear Valley had 150 people; Centerville, 108; Chinese Camp, 184; Groveland, 59; Hills 
Ferry, 161; Grayson, 113; Jamestown, 212; Knight's Ferry, 191; La Grange, 145; Merced Falls, 
150; Snelling, 187. Lodi had 606; Lemoore, 463; Tulare, 447; Hanford, 269; Porterville, 202. 
Plainsburg had 143; Cressey and Waterford, 63 each; Kingsburg, 88. In those days San 
Francisco was easily "The City" ; it had 233,959 population, more than ten times as many as 
Sacramento, with 21,420. 

        These comparisons enable us to reconstruct in some measure the California of 1880. It 
was a California which did not yet know anything of intensive farming. It was long before the 
days of automobiles and the good roads which automobiles have brought. The percentage of 
the population living in towns was much smaller than it is now. It will be noted that the towns 
in the Mother Lode country—Mariposa, Sonora, and their neighbors—were of a good deal 
more importance than they are now; and so also were the towns along the San Joaquin 
River. Hill's Ferry had 161 people; the railroad had not yet come to the West Side, and this 
town had not moved to Newman. Hill's Ferry is now just about as completely gone as its 
neighbor, Columbia, up near Sonora—once, in the early gold days, a good deal larger than 
the 650 which it had in 1880, and one of the first incorporated cities in the State. 

        The earlier censuses did not give as much detail as the more recent ones, but that of 
1860 does show that Merced County's population of 1141 was made up of 1114 whites, 23 
colored, and 4 Indians —nearly 100 per cent white. The few negroes are easily accounted for 
when we remember that the whites came largely from the South. Why there are only four 
Indians shown we are left to conjecture: quite possibly the Indians who were left had about 
all gone into the foothill country. We find 37 Indians shown in the 1870 census—probably 
they were finding it seemingly safe to come out and settle as individuals amongst the whites, 
and likely their tribal relations were breaking up. There were 36 colored people in 1870, and 
186 Chinese—none of the latter appeared in 1860. The white people in 1870 numbered 2548. 
The non-white population in 1860 was between 2 and 3 per cent; in 1870 it was over 9 per 
cent. 
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        In 1880, out of the 5656 total population of the county, there were 5015 whites, 59 
colored, 7 Indians, and 575 Chinese—over 11 per cent of non-whites. This is the largest 
Chinese population shown by any of the federal censuses, apparently. The Chinese 
population had decreased to 357 in 1900, 278 in 1910, and 135 in 1920. But statements of 
oldtimers indicate that 575 does not represent the height reached by Chinese population; Ah 
See, a Chinese resident of the Plainsburg and Le Grand section for many years, and still a 
resident there, says there were once 400 Chinese in Plainsburg. There was once a 
considerable Chinatown in Snelling. Probably almost all of the 135 Chinese remaining in 1920 
are in Merced. 

        Thirty Indians are shown in 1890, 4 in 1900, none in 1910, and 7 in 1920. 

        In 1870 the total of 2807 consisted of 2196 native-born and 611 foreign-born. In 1880 
the total of 5656 consisted of 3956 native-born and 1700 foreign-born. This was less than 22 
per cent foreign-born in 1870 and just over 30 per cent in 1880. 

        Of the 3956 native-born in 1880, there were 2010 born in California, 221 in New York, 287 
in Missouri, 103 in Massachusetts, 131 in Ohio, 139 in Illinois, 98 in Pennsylvania, 88 in Maine, 
106 in Iowa, and 60 in Indiana. Of the 1700 foreign-born in 1880, 121 were born in British 
America, 93 in England and Wales, 265 in Ireland, 38 in Scotland, 177 in Germany, 59 in 
France, 27 in Sweden and Norway, 577 (given elsewhere as 575) in China, and 110 in Mexico. 
The Chinese were the most numerous foreigners, with Irish second and Germans third, and 
then British Americans and Mexicans. Of native-born, after California-born the largest 
number came from Missouri and the second largest from New York; and then in order came 
Illinois, Ohio, Iowa, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania. 

        The marked pioneer conditions which still prevailed in the county as late as 1880 are 
indicated by the fact that out of the 5656 total population 3790 were males and only 1866 
females—a proportion of more than two males to one female. There were 649 males and 582 
females between 5 and 17 years of age (school age), 2131 males from 18 to 44 inclusive 
(military age), and 2595 males 21 and over (voting age). 

        Data are not available for analysis of the foreign population of 1870, in full. Out of the 
611 foreign-born in that census, the 186 Chinese were no doubt almost 100 per cent foreign-
born. It is probable that the Irish, who had begun to come in the late sixties, equalled or 
exceeded the Chinese, and probably Mexicans were another of the three largest constituents 
of the 611. It would be interesting if we had the figures for the proportions of males to 
females in the census of 1870 and the earlier one of 1860. They do not seem to be available, 
but it seems certain that the males in those pioneer days would be found to outnumber the 
females in an even greater ratio than in 1880. Probably by 1880 the shortage of women was 
a good deal more marked among the foreign-born than among the native-born part of the 
population; many of the foreigners were quite new arrivals, and young single men seeking 
their fortunes doubtless largely predominated. 

        By 1890 some modern trends had begun to show themselves in the population of the 
Valley. Fresno County, which in 1880 had only 9478 population, had grown to 32,026, passing 
San Joaquin, which had grown from 24,349 to 28,629; Fresno City, with 10,818, had 
distanced its rivals south of Stockton, and was approaching the latter city's 14,424. Los 
Angeles had jumped from 11,183 to 50,395 and become the second city in the State. Merced 
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County had 8085 population, and Merced City, now incorporated, had 2009. There were 5413 
males and 2657 females in the county, still a full two to one, and 5658 native-born and 2427 
foreign-born—just about 30 per cent foreign-born, maintaining the same percentage as that 
shown ten years earlier. Whites numbered 7262; negroes, 47; Indians, 30. This accounts for 
7339 out of the 8085. Query: Were the remaining 746 Chinese? 

        In 1900 the county had 9215 total population, an increase, as has already been pointed 
out, of only about 14 per cent over 1890. Of this total 5644 were males and 3571 females. 
There were 7020 native-born and 2195 foreign-born. There were 8780 whites, 31 negroes, 4 
Indians, 357 Chinese and 43 Japanese. Of the native-born there were 3941 males and 3079 
females; and of the foreign-born, 1703 males and 492 females, indicating the continuance of 
a condition which has already been suggested about 1890—namely, that most of the 
pioneering condition of a great preponderance of males over females applied to the foreign-
born part of the population. 

        Of the 2185 foreign-born included in the 1900 census, Italy furnished 385; China, 335; 
Portugal, 287; Germany, 223; Ireland, 196; England, 108; Denmark, 102; Mexico, 93; Canada, 
91 (81 English and 10 French); France, 81; Switzerland, 56; Japan, 43; Atlantic Islands, 38; 
Sweden, 32; Spain, 18; Holland, 15; Scotland, 13; Norway, 15; Austria, 8; South America, 7; 
Wales, 7; Australia, 6; Russia, 5; Hungary, 4; Pacific Islands, 3; and other countries, 24. The 
most significant features of this analysis, in the light of later growth, are the considerable 
numbers of Italians and Portuguese, and the beginning of the coming of the Japanese. 

        The 1910 census shows 15,148 people in the county, an increase of 5933, or 64 per cent, 
over 1900, as compared with a growth of only 1130, or 14 per cent, for the decade from 1890 
to 1900. Of this total, 3102 are given as urban and 12,046 as rural, the urban being the 
population of the City of Merced. The census returns give the area of the county as 1995 
square miles, probably a previous figure, and somewhat in excess of the present area, and 
on this basis gives the density of population as 7.6 per square mile for the county as a whole 
and 6 per square mile for the rural part. 

        The City of Merced, as stated, had 3102. Of its neighboring cities in the Valley, Fresno was 
now the largest, with 24,892; then Stockton, 23,253; Bakersfield, 12,727; Hanford, 4,829; 
Visalia, 4,550; Modesto, 4,034; Madera, 2,404; Los Banos, 745. 

        By judicial townships, there were 568 people in Township Number One, 5503 in Number 
Two (including Merced City's 3102), 1869 in Number Three (including Los Banos's 745), 669 in 
Number Four, 2838 in Number Five; 2366 in Number Six, 1335 in Number Seven, these last 
four townships consisting of the country in and around Le Grand, Livingston, Gustine, and 
Dos Palos, respectively. Of the total, 14,697 were whites; 75, negroes; and 376, Indians, 
Chinese, Japanese and all others; and of the negroes, 50 were black and 25 were mulattoes. 

        Of the foreign-born whites, Italy contributed the largest number of any one country, with 
1101; Portugal, 593; and the Atlantic Islands, 301; Mexico, 355; Sweden, 311; Germany, 258; 
Denmark, 176; Switzerland, 167; Ireland, 165; England, 153; Canada, 127, of whom 8 were 
French; France, 94; Greece, 82; Spain 38; Norway, 33; Scotland, 31; Austria, 12; Russia, 11; 
Finland, 4; Turkey, 4; Australia, 2; Hungary, 1; other foreign countries, 45. This gives a total of 
4054 foreign-born besides the 376 Indians, Chinese, and Japanese (mostly foreign-born of 
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course). Including these 376, however, the percentage is a little below the 30 per cent which 
we found earlier. 

        By the 1920 census the county had a total population of 24,579. Of these, 14,298 were 
males and 10,281 females, considerably lessening the preponderance of males over females 
previously observed. There were 17,515 native-born whites, of whom 9510 were males and 
8005 females ; 6441 foreign-born whites, of whom 4366 were males and 2075 females; and 
48 negroes, 34 males and 14 females. There were 7 Indians, 135 Chinese, and 420 Japanese. 
The Chinese had decreased from 357 in 1900 and 278 in 1910, and the Japanese had 
increased from 43 in 1900 and 98 in 1910. The total population consisted of 71.3 per cent 
native-born whites, 26.2 per cent foreign-born whites, and 0.2 per cent negroes. These 
percentages agree very closely with 10,633 native whites and 4064 foreign-born whites in 
1910, giving 70.2 per cent native whites and 26.8 per cent foreign-born white. The 
percentage of negroes in 1910 was 0.5 per cent. 

        Of the foreign-born included in the population of 1920, the Portuguese led with 2010; 
Italians were second, with 1301; Mexicans third, with 658; Swedes fourth, with 422. There 
were 258 from the Atlantic Islands, 254 Germans, 214 Canadians other than French and 9 
Canadian French, 185 English, 164 Danes, 152 Irish, 149 Swiss, 115 French, 89 Greeks, 79 
from Spain, 69 from Scotland, 59 from Norway, 32 from Russia, 31 from Austria, 26 from 
Finland, 20 from Syria, 19 from South America, 18 from the Netherlands, 16 from Hungary, 16 
from Jugo-Slavia, 12 from Wales, 11 Czecho-Slovakia, 10 from Australia, 8 from Poland, 6 
from Belgium, 4 from the Pacific Islands, 2 from Armenia ; and 24 from all other countries. 

        By judicial townships the population was as follows: Number One, 885; Number Two, 
including Merced, 6796; Number Three, including Los Banos, 3487; Number Four, 1065; 
Number Five, 5804; Number Six, including Gustine, 2769; Number 7, 1639; Number Eight, 
2134. The population of Merced was 3974; that of Los Banos, 1276; that of Gustine, 716. 
These three were the only incorporated cities; Atwater and Livingston have since been 
incorporated. Only the population of Merced is classed as urban; the rest is classed as rural—
under a rule, we believe, which classifies the population of towns of 6500 or over as urban. 

        The population of the county, in its various elements and its changes, offers an 
interesting study. The names on the latest great register differ a good deal from those on the 
1857 assessment roll. There is now a great variety; the names then were almost English, with 
the exception of a few Mexican or Spanish names. The Indians, never numerous, are 
practically gone. The Chinese have dwindled to a small remnant of their former numbers. The 
Japanese, who showed such an increase from 1910 to 1920, are probably less numerous 
now than they were in 1920, by reason of the increased stringency of the anti-alien land law. 
At Merced Falls and in Merced there has been an increase of negroes since 1920. Of the 
larger elements of the population, it remains to be seen whether the restrictions upon 
immigration recently adopted by the United States will check growth here. Taking the three 
largest groups, the people of Portuguese, Italian, and Swedish blood, we see that the county 
had 1101 Italians in 1910 and 1301 in 1920—no very rapid increase. It had 593 Portuguese in 
1910 and 2010 in 1920; it is probable that there will be a check in immigration here that the 
county will feel. There were 311 people of Swedish birth in the county in 1910 and 422 in 
1920. These figures fall a good deal short of representing all the people of Swedish blood in 
the county, mostly in the section around Hilmar and Irwin. It is probably a conservative 
estimate that there are 2000 people of Swedish blood, wholly or in part, in that section; the 
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great majority of them, however, are native-born Americans, and many of them, in fact, are 
natives of Merced County. Another large element is the Mexicans, who increased from 355 in 
1910 to 658 in 1920. While the Swedish, Portuguese, and Italian elements are very largely 
farmers, the Mexicans are very largely laborers. The number of foreign-born Germans 
decreased by 4 during the decade, and the number of foreign-born Irish decreased 13. The 
foreign-born Danes decreased 12. The foreign-born Swiss decreased, while English, Scotch, 
French, Russians and Greeks of foreign birth increased. 

        Prophecy is vain; still, now in the spring of 1925, half-way on the road to another census 
year, it is possible to guess with perhaps some basis, at what the population is likely to be by 
1930—not as to its elements, but as to its numbers simply. It seems probably that there are 
30,000 people in the county now. Such criteria as the assessor's records, the increase in the 
number of school children registered, and the like, so indicate. There are two large irrigation 
districts in process of development—the Merced, with nearly 200,000 acres, and the West 
Joaquin, with about 550,000, about half of it in this county—nearly half a million acres in all. 
We have seen how the county, after making a pause with only about 14 per cent of growth 
between 1890 and 1900, has during each of the succeeding decades grown 60 per cent or 
upward. It does not seem unreasonable to forecast that it will probably make substantially 
this percentage of increase during the present decade, and that by 1930 the population will 
be 40,000. If it does that, the county, while it will still be one of the smaller ones of the State in 
population, will have well up towards 100 times as many people as it had when it was 
organized in 1855, seventy years ago this spring. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

TRANSPORTATION 

  

        There is perhaps no one factor which enters into the history, especially the early history, 
of the county which sheds more light upon that history than the story of the transportation 
connected with it. The story of that most necessary handmaiden of the early production and 
consumption of the region is extremely picturesque; but more important than that, the story 
of where people were coming from and going to, and what they were bringing with them and 
taking back, is very illuminative of what manner of life they were living, very illuminative of 
the sum total of their history. 

        In no particular is it more necessary than in that of transportation, that we should 
resolutely put from us the history of the present if we are to understand that of the past. 
There are now half a dozen railroads coming into the county, paved highways and 
automobiles, telegraph and telephone lines, airplanes overhead—in short, all the complex 
fabric of modern transportation and communication. To understand the early transportation 
we must reconstruct in our minds a Merced County in which these things did not exist; 
indeed, a world in which most of them did not exist. We have seen how Harvey J. Ostrander 
and a companion walked here from San Luis Obispo; how J. L. Ivett walked here from San 
Francisco; how pioneers, men and women, came here across the plains in wagons drawn by 
ox teams, and took half a year in the journey. In this speed-crazed age, one of the hardest 
things for us to realize about the transportation of those earlier days, is the extremely slow 
speed at which they traveled. Only recently there was exhibited in Merced the moving picture 
based on Zane Grey's novel, "The Thundering Herd." It was about as false to realities as most 
movies are; and one of the respects in which it was most essentially false was, that the 
pioneers were represented as driving their teams and wagons at a furious gallop. Also, the 
villians robbed a four-horse team of its load of buffalo hides and carried them off, dragging 
them with a saddle horse, partly on the front wheels and axle of the wrecked wagon and 
partly on the ground. We shall not understand the transportation of those days unless we 
realize that they hauled heavy loads, that they went not only at a walk, but at a slow walk, 
making something like twelve or fifteen miles a day, and that they did not indulge in any 
gallops over the plains, for the excellent reason that one such piece of foolishness was pretty 
likely to damage stock and wagon both, and all the repairing of such damage the travelers 
had to make with such scant means as they had at hand. 

        We have seen that the first comers to the county came, some of them, from the north, 
from Stockton or Sacramento or San Francisco, and some of them from the south by way of 
Los Angeles and Tejon, Visalia and Fort Miller. Also that their first objective was not this valley 
country at all, but the mining country of the hills—the Southern Mines. But though the 
immigrants came from both north and south, supplies came practically all from the north. 
Stockton was the point from which nearly all the freight was shipped; it came that far from 
San Francisco by water, and from Stockton it was hauled by wagon to the mines. The main 
artery of travel was not down in the valley where the railroad and the State highway now 
parallel each other, but along the edge of the foothills. This was so for two reasons: first, 
because it was to the hills that the freight was going; and second, because of the difficulty of 
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crossing the tributary rivers which flow into the San Joaquin from the east, which difficulty. 
would have been much greater down in the plains than it was at the edge of the foothills. 

        Very early there were ferries established across these tributaries along the edge of the 
foothills; we read in the biographical sketch of Judge James W. Robertson, for example, that 
he arrived on the Merced River near where Snelling was afterwards established in January, 
1850, at the old California Ferry, where Young's Ferry afterwards was. Phillips' Upper Ferry 
was the point mentioned in the description of the line dividing Merced from Mariposa County 
when Merced was created in April, 1855. During the first year of the county's history we find 
in the minutes of the board of supervisors that there was quite a fight on between Phillips 
and Young with their ferries and Murray with his bridge, and that the board licensed them all 
three, charging them each $250 or $300 license a year, and putting each under bond at 
something like $20,000. That indicates a good deal of traffic by that time. Going to indicate 
that a large portion of this traffic stopped between these points and Millerton, is the fact that 
the yearly license on Converse's Ferry across the San Joaquin at the latter point was but $75, 
and the bond somewhere in proportion; the mines did not extend much south of Fort Miller. 

        These ferries and this bridge, like practically all the others which existed in those early 
days, were toll-ferries and toll-bridges. They were established by private individuals, under 
permission granted by the county or counties concerned; the county, as we have seen, put 
them under bonds and collected a license from them, and also the county prescribed the 
rates which they might charge. There were also toll-roads, established in like manner by 
private individuals or companies for their own profit but under some county regulation. In the 
first year or two of Merced County's history we find numerous references in the minutes of 
the board of supervisors to A. Firebaugh and his toll-road across Pacheco Pass. Firebaugh 
and several associates, under permission from this county and Santa Clara, built the road 
across the range between the San Joaquin Valley and Gilroy, and there was a proviso in the 
franchise granted them that after a period of years the road should become public. 
Proprietary toll-roads were built in many places in the hills; places where the expenditure of 
more money than the county could afford to spend on some hill would produce a road 
enough better than the public one so that teamsters would pay the toll. One of the most 
interesting toll-roads locally was that which Washburn built from this side of Cold Springs into 
Yosemite, which was opened to travel in 1875, and which remained a toll-road until just a few 
years ago; many people since the coming of the automobile will remember paying toll on it. 
"Toll House" is a geographical name which occurs repeatedly in the foothills and 
commemorates the day of the toll-roads. 

        In Merced County, in the valley country, a road was created in the early days by the 
simple process of dedicating a more or less indefinite strip of country to the purposes of 
travel. The line was made definite upon the ground by traveling over it, but in case of 
washouts and ruts the travelers pioneered out a new route alongside the old one. There was 
plenty of land, and for the most part it was public land, and was used only for cattle range, 
except the comparatively small areas along the river and creek bottoms. As we have seen in 
the chapter on the No-Fence Law, the law prior to 1870 required the farmer to fence stock 
out instead of requiring the stockmen to fence their animals in, and accordingly the roads 
were for the most part not fenced. Roads were worked by the system of road overseers; and 
in the early minutes of the supervisors we find repeatedly where they appointed overseers, a 
dozen or more for the duff rent districts into which roughly they divided the county, with each 
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overseer given the men who lived in his district, each man being required to work out his 
road tax. 

        The great artery of travel was the road from Stockton out to the edge of the foothills 
about Knight's Ferry and thence along the edge of the hills by way of La Grange, Merced 
Falls, the Union Post Office, Newton's Ferry across the Chowchilla, Converse's Ferry across 
the San Joaquin, Fort Miller, and so on to Visalia and Tejon and Los Angeles. But the bulk of 
travel stopped with the limit of the Southern Mines, for the most part north of the San 
Joaquin. The greater number of early roads in Merced County were for the purpose of 
connecting the settlements which were creeping out into the flat country with this Stockton 
and Fort Miller road; the chief exception to this was the road running down the north side of 
the Merced from Merced Falls clear to Hill's Ferry at the mouth of the Merced.     Somewhat 
later other roads connected Hill's Ferry with the country on west to the Coast Range. From 
San Jose across Pacheco Pass a stage road led to Visalia; the San Luis Ranch was a station 
on this road, and from the San Luis Ranch also we find pretty early a road to Stockton. A 
principal fact which we must never forget is that along the line of the Central Pacific and the 
main valley highway, where now the principal towns and the thickest settlements are 
located, there was in the early days no route of travel—for the two reasons already indicated, 
that it was to the hills and not to the valley that travel was bound, and that crossing, and 
travel between crossings too, was easiest up next to the hills. Along that line there may have 
been up and downs, but there was at least solid bottom, and freighting across the valley 
country would in the winter have made one continuous mire hole of the road clear from 
Stockton to Visalia. It was not until almost the end of the sixties, when grain-farming had 
come as far south as Stanislaus County, that travel began to leave the edge of the foothills 
for further out in the valley; in 1868 we read of the establishment by Congress of a new mail 
route from Stockton to Millerton by way of French Camp, Tuolumne City, Paradise, Empire 
City, "Hopetown," P. Y. Welch's store on Mariposa Creek, Appling's store on the Chowchilla, 
and so on to Millerton. 

        Along about 1870 the newspapers carry notices of intention to petition for three new 
roads which may be said to have constituted a road system for the East side: one from 
Montgomery's Ranch, the present Wolfsen place, down the north side of Bear Creek to Dover; 
a second from Sandy Mush northeastward, joining the road from Snelling to Mariposa Creek 
near Montgomery's Ranch; and the third from the vicinity of Fergus or the Franklin 
schoolhouse to McSwain's Ferry, leading from the first road to the country north of the 
Merced River. As indicating the unfixed locations of the roads up to this time, we cite the 
complaint which Steele makes about the people of Plainsburg, of how the farmers, who have 
recently settled on the grain lands, are changing the routes of the roads to suit their own 
convenience or whim, so that in many cases the bridges which the county had been at pains 
to build across some of the creeks were left without roads connecting with them. 

        The quantity of freight hauled between Stockton and the Southern Mines, and the 
country tributary to the mines, was immense. Large freighting businesses were built up. 
Among the men who were notable in this business were Alvin Fisher, C. H. Huffman, and 
Hughes & Keyes. W. H. Hartley was also in this business before he settled on Bear Creek and 
went to wheat-raising. Fisher afterwards was one of the notable figures in the stage business 
to Yosemite, at first from Stockton, and then as the railroad was built southward, from 
Modesto, and then from Merced. A few miles out of Stockton on the Sacramento road, Fisher 
had his own stock ranch, where he raised the horses he used in his teaming business. C. H. 
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Huffman, the old-timers will tell you, had the finest teams and hauled the largest loads on the 
road. These were only a few of the notable figures in the business. They were not only 
teamsters, but also commission merchants; they bought supplies for regular and occasional 
customers in the mining country and along the route from Stockton south, and delivered the 
purchases. E. M. Stoddard, before he came to Merced about the time that town was started, 
was in the teaming business out of Stockton, with a partner named Ladd. They had a 
warehouse on Hunter Street. After the railroad reached Bear Creek and Merced was built, 
Stoddard & Hubbard were commission merchants and teamsters for a number of years. 
Stoddard later absorbed the business. 

        This freighting and staging business employed hundreds of men and thousands of 
horses. Merced County farmers raised a lot of hay, for which the teaming business furnished 
a market; and Merced County stockmen raised a good many of the horses and mules, and 
there were a lot of both used. There were also, as we have seen in the case of Peter Fee, 
some oxen used. J. M. Montgomery and a lot of others raised oxen. The oxen, however, went 
pretty early, except in the logging in the lumber camps, where they were used up into the 
present century. 

        Everything, as we have seen, came out of Stockton. The best teams would haul about a 
ton to an animal. It was a pretty level haul from Stockton to Snelling's. The freight rate in the 
fifties was about $30 a ton. They made, as we have said, about twelve or fifteen miles a day, 
and this made frequent stopping-places necessary. And they were there, every two or three 
or four miles, ranch houses usually, with the ranch sometimes the main thing, and sometimes 
the accommodation of travelers being the chief occupation of the owner, as the fates and his 
gifts willed it. Peter Fee kept travelers, as he tells us in his dairy; and he also tells us of a 
number of others, where he sometimes stayed when he was on one of his frequent teaming 
trips—Young at the ferry, Dingley up towards Knight's Ferry, with whom Fee "swopt oxen," the 
Dutch Ranch, and so on. John Loftus Ivett, on his ranch above Snelling, kept a house of 
entertainment for travelers and teamsters and a trading post also, where little local 
teamsters would haul in wool and other local produce in small loads and Ivett would make 
up big loads to send out to Stockton. 

        Necessary adjuncts of these stopping-places were of course large stables and corrals; 
and they were in many cases adjuncts of hotels in the towns too, as we learn from the early 
hotel advertisements in the Snelling papers. Many men who had products to sell had also 
teams and wagons to deliver them with, as had Greeley with his sawmill and William Nelson 
& Son with their flour mill. Henry Nelson tells of hauling flour to pretty much all of the foothill 
towns from Sonora to Grub Gulch with their own team; and in the summer of 1872, after their 
mill had burned up and they had the team on their hands with nothing in their regular line to 
do, he came over to the new town of Merced and hauled wheat from the region about 
Planada and Tuttle to the new warehouse at Merced, with a Chinaman to help him load the 
sacks. He also went out and bought wheat along down the Merced, and some of the first 
wheat that was raised on the site of the town of Merced, and hauled some of it to the mill 
himself. 

        The railroad, the Central Pacific, the first one, came in 1872; and this did away with the 
freighting by team from Stockton. But there was a great deal of teaming for many years later, 
of course; the coming of the railroad simply moved the starting-point further south, first to 
Modesto, then to Merced, and so on down the line. Out of each of these towns went the 
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traffic to the hills, and by and large it went by wagons. Even today the hills are but partially 
served by railroads and the regions between the railroads were served by teams until these 
gave way to automobiles and trucks. The last of the freighters by team out of Merced was 
"Vic" Trabucco, who for twenty years or more has hauled the merchandise for the Trabucco 
store in Mariposa from Merced, and who only three or four years ago replaced his four-horse 
team with a truck. For purely local hauling, of grain and hay from the ranches to the railroad, 
the trucks have not yet wholly replaced the horse and mule teams, and the same is true of 
the harvesting; only five years ago a thirty-two-animal harvester was used on the land where 
the California Packing Corporation's four-thousand-acre orchard is now flourishing. 

        The Central Pacific, as we have seen, was completed in 1872. The West Side Railroad and 
the Oakdale Branch were built in 1890; the Valley Road, or Spreckels' Road, now the Santa Fe, 
was built in 1896; and the Yosemite Valley Railroad, in 1907; while the Tidewater Southern 
came into the Hilmar country in 1917. We have told the story of the Central Pacific in 
considerable detail, for it was significant of the change from cattle to grain, and that change 
marked a fundamental change in the character of the county, since it was a determining 
factor as to the direction its growth should take. Of none of the later railroads can anything 
like this be said; they all added to the convenience and completeness of transportation, but 
no one or all of them could turn the county's course aside essentially from the lines in which it 
had been cast when the wheat men had once replaced the cattle men. 

        The freighting from Merced into Mariposa County continued then to be a big industry 
after the Central Pacific came. It was mostly freighting to the hills. The product there was 
chiefly gold; and neither it nor any of the lesser products had much bulk, except lumber and 
wood. Lumber shipped up the San Joaquin began pretty early to compete with lumber from 
the Sierra Nevadas, and after 1872 the outside lumber came in by rail. Hauling lumber from 
the mountains was difficult and expensive. This fact led to the construction of the Madera 
Flume in the early seventies, shortly after the railroad was completed; and in Steele's paper of 
that time we may read of the plan to build this means of conveying lumber from the 
mountains, and how it was to reach the railroad "at a point between Berenda and Borden"—
from which we may infer that both these stations are older than Madera itself, which derives 
its very name from the timber for which it was the terminus on the railroad. Merced men 
were largely instrumental in the founding of Madera, prominent among those who took part 
in the flume enterprise being J. M. Montgomery and J. B. Cocanour —and they lost a lot of 
money in it, too, which is no criticism of the soundness of the project itself. 

        Into the hills, so long as the mines were active, there was much freight to go, all that fed 
and clothed and furnished the houses of the population there; and we have seen that that 
population was large enough so that Mariposa had an Assemblyman to herself, while Merced 
and Stanislaus shared one between them. And there was mining machinery, exceedingly 
heavy hauling—stamp mills, engines, boilers—you may find some of it up there today, rusting 
away in places where you marvel how they ever hauled it. Just for a sample, there was the 
famous old Hite Mine at Hite's Cove on the South Fork. John Hite had fifty stamps there in the 
seventies, and they say took out a million dollars. He built a road, a grade twisting down the 
side of a point for three miles to get to it; the grade was so crooked and steep that old-timers 
will tell you of a valley teamster who took a contract to haul some stuff in there, and who 
went to the top of the hill and took one look and then departed and returned no more. There 
were mines around Mariposa, Hornitos, and Coulterville and along the river, and the sum 
total of heavy machinery that went in to them was appalling—and all by teams. 
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        Just as Alvin Fisher, C. H. Huffman, and Hughes & Keyes had done out of Stockton, there 
were men who freighted out of Merced and acted as commission merchants and purchasing 
agents for numerous companies, associations, and individuals up in the hills. Ladd & 
Stoddard had been in the business out of Stockton, and Stoddard & Hubbard were in it out of 
Merced. The business was later absorbed by E. M. Stoddard. Stoddard was purchasing agent 
for a number of years for John R. Hite, buying and hauling up to Hite's mine the flour, 
potatoes, and supplies in general that the mine needed. And he had a very valuable contract 
to do the hauling for the Chinese Six Companies, to many places in the mountains. At 
Mormon Bar there were thousands of Chinese to whom he hauled supplies. Every once in a 
while they would send out a load of human bones, being shipped some to China for burial. 

        For the first few years of Merced's existence the mountain freighting was the big thing. 
Then along about 1880 the mines began to be worked out, and the Chinese Exclusion Act put 
an end to the Chinese business. Meanwhile the passenger business was growing. The stages 
from Stockton to Mariposa had been operated from the beginning by the Alvin Fisher lines, 
and this continued until Fisher died and his business was sold out in 1874 in Merced. Fisher 
was a factor in the Yosemite business up to his death, and that was growing. Upon the sale in 
Merced in 1874, the interests of the Fisher estate were bought by a group of men headed by 
M. McClenathan, who had followed the livery and teaming business south with the railroad; A. 
J. Meany and C. S. Peck were among the group who were with McClenathan. They ran a 
stage by Coulterville for three or four years in Yosemite. Meanwhile, in 1875, Washburn 
Brothers (A. H. and John), had built a road into Yosemite from Clark's Station, now Wawona; 
and along about the end of the seventies they induced the railroad company to build the 
branch to Raymond and make that the jumping-off place for the Yosemite travel. 
McClenathan entered into an arrangement with the Washburns to haul to Wawona such 
traffic as got off at Merced, and the route by Coulterville was abandoned for a number of 
years. The passenger business continued to increase, and the freight business to decrease as 
the population of Mariposa County decreased. 

        McClenathan died in 1886, and E. M. and D. K. Stoddard bought his business in July of 
that year. McClenathan's stables were where the Hotel El Capitan stands today. Within a few 
weeks after the Stoddards had bought the property the stables burned down. They were 
rebuilt. E. M. and D. K. Stoddard continued the arrangement with the Washburns which 
McClenathan had made to carry passengers from Merced to Wawona. In 1896, when the 
Valley Railroad, the Santa Fe, was completed, they established a rival passenger business to 
the Central Pacific's, and Stoddard & Son made an arrangement with the new railroad to 
carry their passengers into Yosemite by way of Coulterville. They did about forty per cent of 
the business, against about sixty per cent by the Central Pacific and the Washburns, by 
Wawona. The business by way of Coulterville and also that by way of Big Oak Flat had 
languished during the intervening years; the Southern Pacific routed the bulk of the travel by 
Berenda and Raymond and Wawona. 

        Then years after the Santa Fe came, the construction of the Yosemite Valley Railroad 
was begun. E. M. Stoddard then turned the business over to his son, and D. K. Stoddard 
moved his headquarters for a brief time to Merced Falls, and in the spring of 1907 on to the 
terminus of the new railroad at El Portal. Under a five-year contract he carried on the stage 
business from there into Yosemite until 1911, when the stage line was sold to the Yosemite 
Valley Railroad Company and they began in the spring of 1912 the use of automobiles, using 
part machines that year. 
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        The best year in the history of horse-drawn stages into Yosemite was 1910, when about 
16,000 passengers were carried into the Valley. The greatest day, however, occurred in the 
previous year, when, on June 6, 1909, they took 601 passengers from El Portal into the Valley 
in 68 stages, with 272 horses. It was a Knights of Columbus Excursion, a one-day run, worked 
up by J. B. Duffy, now general passenger agent of the Santa Fe west of Albuquerque; he was 
then an excursion agent for the Santa Fe. The 68 stages consisted of 48 regular ones 
belonging to this run, 4 with teams and drivers borrowed from the government, 12 borrowed 
from Wawona, and 4 borrowed from Coffman & Kenney. They had them all lined up, each 
with a big number on, and the passengers were assigned to their stages by number before 
the train arrived at El Portal. The saloons at El Portal were closed for the occasion, so that no 
driver might be late or befuddled; and the whole party was loaded in about twenty minutes 
and everybody was landed in Yosemite without mishap. On October 7 of this same year they 
took in President Taft and party, seven stages in all, including amongst other the President, 
Governor Gillette, United States Senator Flint, Congressmen Inglebright, Needham, and 
McKinley, Shaw, the President's secretary, and Butts, his body guard. Henry Hedges drove the 
stage "Loya," with a team of four browns, which carried the President and his immediate 
party. Following were six other stages with the rest of the party, including a lot of railroad and 
telephone men. 

        Among the stage drivers were Dowst, Grant, Snediger, George Powell, Jimmie Leonard, 
and Frank Tryer. They knew their business, and maintained schedules like a railroad. Mr. 
Stoddard relates that one summer, from April 1 to November 1, they carried the mail from 
Coulterville to Merced with such regularity that they nearly jarred the government of the 
United States. They left Coulterville at 5 A. M. and were due at the post office at Merced at 
11:45. They proceed to arrive at 11:45 with such exactness that the post office authorities 
back at Washington concluded that Postmaster Charles Harris was drawing on his 
imagination a little when he recorded the time of their arrival. He received instructions to 
report the exact time of arrival. Still the reports continued to go in "11:45." The honor of the 
stage drivers was touched. They made sure of arriving a little before that objectionable 11:45 
and then waited just long enough so that their arrival was always just at that time. The Post 
Office Department sent an inspector out from Washington, and presently a second one. The 
record stands that for seven months the mail from Coulterville arrived each day at 11:45 a.m. 

        It must be realized that the coming of the railroads, even after there were four or five of 
them, still left a lot of hauling and that the roads were bad. They were bad until the day of the 
automobile had been a reality for several years. It is scarcely a dozen years ago now since 
the main Valley Highway of the State system was paved through the county alongside of the 
Central Pacific tracks. Since that time there has been another paved highway built across the 
county from north to south on the West Side, part of which was built under the million-and-a-
quarter-dollar county-highway bond issue voted in November, 1918, and part of which is 
State-aid road. The State-aid road runs from the Pacheco Pass through Los Banos and by 
way of Santa Rita out to the Chowchilla Ranch, and thence into Madera County and out to 
the Valley Highway at Califa. Other portions of the county highway extend from the 
Chowchilla Ranch to within three miles of Merced, from Atwater to Winton, from Livingston to 
the American Vineyard, and after a two mile gap, from the new Milliken Bridge north through 
Irwin and Hilmar to connect with the Stanislaus County highway to Turlock, from Hopeton to 
above Snelling, and from the State-aid highway between Los Banos and Santa Rita to Dos 
Palos and Dos Palos Colony. About nine years ago the portion of the State Highway lateral in 
Mariposa County from Merced to Mariposa was constructed—an excellent mountain road, 
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ultimately to be paved. Three or four years later the part of this lateral in Merced County, 
about fourteen miles, was built and paved. Within the last three years this road has been 
extended by the State Highway Commission from Mariposa on about fourteen miles to 
Briceburg on the Merced River, and for more than a year now has been extended on up the 
south side of the river by convict labor to connect with the federal road which already leads 
from El Portal into Yosemite. This will be completed for use in the summer of 1926, and there 
is a fund already in existence for paving it. The road beyond Mariposa is twenty-one feet wide 
in the cuts and twenty-four feet in the fills, and is well banked on the curves; its highest point 
in crossing the divide between Mariposa and the Merced River is only 2900 feet above the 
sea, and it will provide a year-around highway into Yosemite, open to automobile travel fifty-
one years after the Washburn Brothers opened their road by way of Wawona. Meanwhile the 
State has graded the highway across the Pacheco Pass, and there is a paved road from San 
Juan to the ocean. 

        All of this marks the approaching fulfillment of a vision of a Yosemite-to-the-Sea 
Highway which such road boosters as John R. Graham, Richard Shaffer, Jr., H. B. Stoddard, 
Frank Barcroft, J. W. Haley, and a number of others have for a number of years been working 
for, and the fulfillment of a desire which we see cropping up in the columns of the papers of 
the county every now and then ever since the beginning of the wheat-farming days in the 
late sixties—a road across the river, connecting the East and the West Sides of the county, 
extended to a road connecting Yosemite with the Coast Highway and the towns on Monterey 
Bay. 

        Only the day before this is written, the county papers carried a story of how Los Banos 
has joined the newly formed County Chamber of Commerce, the last of the various towns of 
the county to do so, thus completing the roster. You can drive from the county seat to Los 
Banos now in an hour and a quarter and keep within the speed limit. It is quite a long time 
since Henry Miller kept a team ready for his service in each town, and J. W. Mitchell spent the 
greater part of his time driving about with a span of horses and a buckboard over his 
110,000-acre ranch. The county reaches from the summit of the eastern Coast Range to the 
Sierra foothills, but there are probably not two per cent of the people in it who cannot drive 
from where they live to any other part of the county in less than three hours; and for the 
movement of freight, either supplies coming in or produce going out, while the roads are not 
perfect, they are so vastly better than they were twenty years ago, when there used to be 
from 500 to 1000 horses stabled every night in Merced, that the men who drove those horses 
would hardly recognize it as the same county. 

        One form of transportation which in one sense of the word did not affect the course of 
the county's growth materially, may be said in another sense to have affected it profoundly. 
This was the river steamer transportation, and the sense in which it affected the county's 
history was what may be called a negative sense. It affected the course the county's growth 
should take because it was such a failure as transportation. We have seen how Steele in the 
late sixties, when the new grain-raisers had begun to pour into the country south of the 
Merced and into the West Side country, indulged in a good deal of erroneous prophecy about 
the continued growth of Snelling, and especially about the assured future and permanence 
and growth of Dover. The essential reason why his prophecy was erroneous was that the San 
Joaquin and the Merced ran too low for navigation, by about midsummer, particularly as it 
was not until about this low water stage that the grain began to be ready for shipment. It is 
said that steamers, some of the small free-lance freighters, a few times came up the Merced 
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as far as Cox's Ferry, and we have assurance that the pictures of steamers in the pictures of 
the Stevinson and Turner ranches in the old 1881 history are founded on fact. On the San 
Joaquin the head of navigation seems to have been Sycamore Point, only a short distance 
below where the Central Pacific crosses the stream. The San Joaquin is still officially 
considered by the United States Government as a navigable stream, and the bridges are turn 
bridges below that point. Old-timers in Merced tell of seeing the smoke of steamers from the 
county seat as they puffed up against the current. They frequently took cargoes of wool from 
Firebaugh and points lower down. It is interesting to speculate how different the history of 
Merced County and the whole San Joaquin Valley would have been if river navigation with 
heavy cargoes had been possible the year around. The two lines of railroad first built across 
the county from north to south may be regarded as admissions that river navigation had 
been tried and found wanting. If the river had been navigable, it would have proved a bond of 
union instead of a barrier between the West and the East Sides, the railroads would not 
probably have been built where they were, the towns would not have been built where they 
were— and other "ifs" could be added indefinitely; but enough of them have been suggested. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

EDUCATION 

  

        The records that are left about the early schools in the county are pretty fragmentary. In 
February, 1856, the minutes of the board of supervisors show that William Nelson presented 
a petition that the county be divided into school districts. The board granted the petition and 
made the division easily enough. The county had already been divided into Judicial 
Townships One and Two, the former north and the latter south of a line drawn halfway 
between Bear Creek and Mariposa Creek from the Mariposa line to the San Joaquin, "and 
thence in a straight line to the Coast Range." Upon Mr. Nelson's petition the board now 
established three school districts by drawing one additional line. It ran from Scott's Ranch 
north to the Stanislaus boundary and south to the line between Townships One and Two. 
Township One was thus divided into two school districts and Township Two constituted a 
third. Over this little educational kingdom Mr. Nelson was forthwith appointed the first 
superintendent of common schools. The names and dates of the successive superintendents 
are given in the chapter on County Officers. These three first school districts were numbered 
instead of being named. 

        The early schools struggled along under very difficult circumstances. Seven years after 
the appointment of William Nelson as the first county superintendent, a report of R. Byron 
Huey, then superintendent, shows total funds for maintaining the schools of the entire county 
of less than would now pay the annual salary of one teacher. We quote parts of his report, 
which was dated January 10, 1863: 

        "It is certainly very desirable that our schools should be liberally sustained. . . . Merced 
County reports 267 children, which at ninety cents each, would entitle her to $240.30. This 
distributed among the four districts, would be, Jefferson District, 134 children at ninety cents 
each, $120.60; Pioneer, fifty-six, at ninety cents each, $50.40; Jackson, forty-two, at ninety 
cents each, $37.80; and Merced Falls, thirty-five, at ninety cents each, $31.50. Total, $240.30. 
There has been reported to the County Superintendent for school purposes up to December 
8, 1862, the sum of $813.67, derived from the revenues of the county set apart for that 
purpose. This gives to Jefferson School District the sum of $414.51; Pioneer, $162.73; Jackson, 
$128.95; Merced Falls, $107.46. These figures will be slightly increased from a small amount 
yet to be apportioned. In the aggregate the county fund will probably reach $1000." 

        The next month we find Huey making an appeal to the people for better support for the 
schools, in the form of a call for a meeting. The meeting was held June 4, 1863. It convened 
at the court house at 10 a. m., and since court was in session, adjourned to the schoolhouse 
at Snelling. This, by the way, was the Jackson District. Merced Falls explains itself, Pioneer 
was over on Mariposa Creek where part of the old district still bears the same name, and 
Jefferson, we find towards the end of the sixties, embraced the country between the lower 
Merced and the San Joaquin from the range line between Ranges 10 and 11 westward 
(substantially). At this later date there had come to be three districts on the West Side; but 
here in 1863, judging from the large portion of the total number of children which Jefferson 
District had, it presumably embraced that portion of the West Side in Township One, and 
probably more territory further up the Merced. 
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        Returning to the meeting at Snelling on June 4, 1863, it organized itself into the first 
County Teachers' Institute. R. B. Huey was president and C. S. Hatch was secretary (pro tem., 
at least), and among others present were J. M. Fowler, J. W. Longworth, and G. P. Lake. 

        In 1865 the four school districts showed census children as follows; Jackson, 52; Pioneer, 
81; Jefferson, 214; Merced Falls, 41; total, 388. Since 1863, Jackson had gained 10; Pioneer, 
25; Jefferson, 80; and Merced Falls, 6, a total gain of 121, or between 45 and 46 per cent, 
assuming that the basis of age was the same in both cases. E. T. Dixon reported the 1865 
figures in a statement published in the 1881 history, and he says in this statement that the 
salary first paid the superintendent of schools was $200 a year, without stating when this 
began, however. 

        We find Supt. T. O. Ellis, Sr., appointing a board of examiners in 1865 consisting of Judge 
J. W. Robertson, Rev. J. C. Pendergast, S. K. Spears, and J. C. Breen. This is said to have been 
the county's first board of examiners, and the board of education which met at the court 
house at Snelling on December 29 of the same year is also said to have been the first board 
of education of the county. These "first" statements are statements which are easy and 
tempting to make and hard to disprove—we have found, for example, three different "first" 
flour mills on the Merced River. Whether this was or was not the first board of education, it 
examined and granted certificates to three applicants: "Mr. Everett of Merced Falls, Mr. 
Monroe of Forlorn Hope, and Mr. Folwell, of the mouth of the Merced River." Note that all the 
teachers who have been mentioned so far are men. This item about the first board of 
education is evidently from J. W. Robertson's Herald, which was the one paper in the county 
at that time. The item closes with the following: "The subject of common schools in our 
county is one of much interest, and one which has heretofore been comparatively neglected. 
We shall allude to the subject hereafter." At this period just after the Civil War the people of 
Merced County, like people everywhere else in the country, were beginning to resume normal 
activities which had been to a considerable extent suspended by the war. The quotation may 
be true; it is pretty clearly true so far as the statement that schools had been neglected is 
concerned. 

        In the issue of Steele's Herald for July 3, 1869, we find: 

        "School Census Returns.—Mr. J. C. Breen, census marshal of the Snelling [Jackson] School 
District, reports the following as the number of children in the district: Number of white 
children between five and fifteen . . . 86. . . . Boys, 47; girls, 39. . . . Under 5, 55. . . . Negro 
children, 13. Though this district has been recently divided, the report shows a large addition 
to the number of children entitled to school money as shown by the last annual report. None 
of the families of the children embraced in the report live more than two miles from the 
schoolhouse, and only three or four a greater distance than a mile and a half." 

        On December 4 of the same year is the following: "School Tax.—The Trustees of the Bear 
Creek School District give notice in another column of an election to raise a tax for the 
building of a schoolhouse, to come off on the 27th. . . . We hope the . . . citizens will vote the 
tax, and thereby add to their present facilities for educating their children." 

        On January 1, 1870: "School Bell.—We have been shown a subscription list containing the 
names of many of our citizens as contributors to a fund to purchase a bell for the 
schoolhouse. Of course the amount required will be raised, and in a short time we will hear 
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the merry tones of the school bell as it calls the happy children of our prosperous little town 
each day to their studies." 

        We have run a few months ahead of the chronological order in the last two, for during 
the summer of 1869 there appeared items about the Jackson and the Merced Falls districts 
voting taxes to build schoolhouses. On July 10 we read that the contract for the new Jackson 
schoolhouse has been let to C. S. Peck and Jamison & Meany, and that it is to be "brick, thirty 
by forty-eight feet, and two stories high, of approved modern design." 

        On February 19, 1870, appeared the following instructive item: 

        "Increasing.—If one thing more than another will show the increase of population and 
prosperity of Merced County, it is the fact that, at nearly every session of the board of 
supervisors, new school districts are created. Four new districts were set off at the February 
session, and the May term will create several more. If the season be not a disastrous one to 
farmers, Merced can be numbered among the most prosperous counties of the State, and 
there is nothing to hinder her from being so. The diversity of the soil and her salubrious 
climate are in her favor, and her citizens are not lacking in vitality and enterprise. Let the 
immigrants come; there is plenty of room and a hearty welcome for all." 

        In the summer of 1872 the Argus published for several successive issues a legal 
description of the boundaries of the eighteen school districts which the county then 
contained. It was more than a column of six-point type. Without copying it here, we may 
show the names and approximate locations of the districts. There was Anderson in the 
extreme northeastern part of the county. South of it was Merced Falls, on both sides of the 
Merced River and running clear over to Bear Creek, next to the Mariposa line. Below Merced 
Falls on the north side of the river were successively Snelling, Hopeton, Madison and Fairview, 
the latter running to the San Joaquin. On the West Side were Clay, reaching from about two 
miles north of Volta to the Stanislaus line, Monroe, and Los Banos. Mariposa District 
embraced the territory from Bear Creek to the Fresno line lying east of a north and south line 
drawn about through Planada. West of this, two miles and a half wide, and also reaching 
from Bear Creek to the Fresno line, was Plainsburg, and west of that again, reaching from the 
Chowchilla to a mile south of Childs Avenue, and about six miles wide east and west, was 
Pioneer. West of Pioneer, extending to the San Joaquin, was Lone Tree, Eden, Washington, 
and Jefferson came in succession from east to west, going down the Merced on its south side 
from Merced Falls to the San Joaquin; and straddling Bear Creek between the three just 
named and the southern tier of districts, extending from about the Bonner Fig Orchards on 
the east to as far west as the road which runs north from the old Hartley ranch house, and a 
township wide from north to south, was Bear Creek. Below that was McSwain. 

        With the definition of the district boundaries thus effected, which seems to have been 
necessary on account of the rapid settling up of the country with the wheat-growers and a 
new law providing for substantial State help to schools, the real pioneer stage of the county's 
schools may be said to have come to an end. It is interesting to note that along shortly before 
this time B. F. Fowler was the teacher in the Hopeton school. Miss Fanny Ward was the 
teacher in the Eden school, and the Argus publishes several different months the roll of honor 
of her pupils. In the new Bear Creek school, the schoolhouse of which was located about six 
miles up the creek from where Merced was afterwards to be, just south of the creek and to 
the left on the road which now leads north from Tuttle, Miss Felicia Hemans Gould was the 
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teacher before the school was moved to Merced, and likewise afterwards. Miss Gould 
afterwards became the wife of H. W. French and the mother of C. M. French. 

        Reports now existing in the office of the county superintendent of schools go back only 
to the school year 1900-1901. In that year we find the number of school districts has 
increased to 43, with 56 teachers, 5 men and 51 women. The average number of pupils 
enrolled in the whole county, exclusive of high schools, was 1251; average daily attendance, 
1171. There were only two schools with over 100 pupils; Merced's average number enrolled 
was 292; its average daily attendance, 278; Los Banos' figures were 131 and 126, 
respectively. The total enrollment for the grammar schools of the county was 1567, 826 boys 
and 741 girls. For 56 teachers in 43 schools the monthly bill for salaries was $3912.50. The 
year's bill for teachers' salaries was $32,194.75; the total expenditures, $52,642.04; the total 
valuation of school property, $77,720. 

        The year 1901-1902 showed 2381 children between 5 and 17, and a total enrollment of 
1723. There were 50 districts and 64 teachers. The year's bill for teachers' salaries was 
$38,941.10; and the total expenditures, $54,360.63. 

        The following year showed the same number of schools and teachers; the enrollment 
was only 9 more, salaries totaled $36,471.60, and total expenditures were $57,808.28. The 
next two years are missing. 

        In 1905-1906 there were 56 districts keeping school and 76 teachers, 7 men and 69 
women. The total enrollment was 2126; total teachers' salaries, $43,393.14; total 
expenditures, $60,613.83. 

        One teacher was added the next year; the enrollment increased 91; salaries totaled 
$49,108.31, and total expenditures, $63,887.69. 

        The number of teachers was two more the next year, and the total enrollment three less. 
They spent $52,509.25 for salaries and a total of $69,491.08. 

        In 1908-1909 there were 55 districts, 85 teachers, 7 men and 78 women, and an 
enrollment of 2357. Teachers' salaries for the year were $55,467.40, and total expenditures, 
$99,926.20. The valuation of school property had increased $100,000 since eight years earlier 
and was $177,275. 

        The next year there were three more teachers, 88 in all, 6 men and 82 women. The 
enrollment had increased to 2485. Teachers' salaries were $59,773.65, and total 
expenditures, $88,428.89. 

        In 1910-1911 there were 93 teachers in 56 districts, 8 men and 85 women; the 
enrollment was 2644; salaries were $63,909; total expenditures, $111,482.26; and valuation 
of school property, $206,165. 

        The number of districts from this time on increased up to nearly or quite 70, but by 
reason of the uniting of districts in such cases as the Elim Union, Merquin Union, and Merced 
Union, was in 19231924 down again to 63. 
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        In 1911-1912 there were 98 teachers, 8 men and 90 women. They received $72,390 in 
salaries; the total expenditures were $146,895.39; and the total valuation, $247,714.19. 

        The next year, 1912-1913, the number of teachers had increased to 108, 11 men and 97 
women. The total enrollment was 3063, against 2951 for the year previous. Salaries 
amounted to $76,586.81; total expenditures, to $127,143.58; total valuation, to $266,683. 

        Eight teachers were added the next year; total, 116, 11 men and 105 women. Enrollment, 
3289; salaries, $84,734.67; total expenditures, $151,236.42; total valuation, $291,808. 

        In 1914-1915 two men and two women teachers were added, making the total 120. The 
enrollment was 3511; salaries were $86,301.95; total expenditures, $155,634.10; total 
valuation, $313,370.  

        In 1915-1916 there were 128 teachers, 14 men and 114 women; 3673, enrollment; 
$94,995.34, salaries; $145,701.59, total expenditures; $326,658, total valuation. 

        The number of teachers was the same the next year, 13 men and 115 women. 
Enrollment, 3828; salaries, $99,070.87; total expenditures, $165,101.40; total valuation, $403, 
851. 

        In 1917-1918 there were 136 teachers, 12 men and 124 women. Salaries passed the 
$100,000 mark, $103,850.81; total expenditures were $234,312.89; total valuation was 
$417,415. 

        In 1918-1919 there were 137 teachers, 8 men and 129 women. The enrollment, an 
emergency figure on account of the flu epidemic, was 4080. Salaries amounted to 
$117,052.25; total expenditures, to $167,792.48; and valuations reached $426,305. 

        The year 1919-1920, closing the decade, shows 149 teachers, 11 men and 138 women, 
and an enrollment of 4429. Salaries amounted to $145,021.20; total expenditures, to 
$228,248.10. School property was valued at $461,401. 

        There were 151 teachers in 1920-1921, 9 men and 142 women. We note the smaller 
number of men during the last few years, due of course to the war. Enrollment was 4935; 
salaries, $188,609.12; total expenditures, $332,656.11; valuation, $507,572. 

        The next year there were 164 teachers, 10 men and 154 women. Enrollment was 5400; 
salaries, $232,354.78; total expenditures, $530,819.62; total valuation, $785,981. 

        In 1922-1923 there were 182 teachers, 13 men and 169 women. The enrollment was 
5656; salaries, $253,110,79; total expenditures, $452,249.59; total valuation, $847,983. 

        In the last year completed, 1923-1924, there were 184 teachers, 12 men and 172 
women. The enrollment was 5863; salaries were $264,620.49; total expenditures, 
$453,852.58; total valuation of school property, $864,685. 
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        There were two high schools in existence in 1900: the Merced County High School, 
organized in 1895, and the West Side Union High School at Los Banos, organized in 1897. In 
1900-1901 the former had 5 teachers, 4 men and one woman; and there were 37 boys and 
51 girls enrolled. The average daily attendance was 73, and the number of graduates, 13. 
Salaries cost $6250, and total expenditures were $8998.17 The West Side Union High School 
had two teachers, both men, with 13 boys and 10 girls enrolled and an average daily 
attendance of 20; and it graduated 9 students. Salaries cost $2350, and total expenditures 
were $9587.74, of which $6875.94 was for building. 

        Two years later there were five teachers, four men and one woman, in the Merced 
County High School; and three teachers, two men and one woman, in the West Side High 
School. 

        In 1905-1906 the two high schools showed 137, average number enrolled; 130, average 
daily attendance. They employed respectively five and four teachers, and graduated 
respectively 19 and 5 students. For teachers' salaries they spent $10,174.55; for total 
expenditures, $14,512.42; and the total valuation of their property was $44,950. These figures 
had not changed materially the next year. 

        The next year, 1907-1908, a third high school comes in, the Dos Palos Joint Union High 
School, joint with Fresno County. This year the high schools had an average daily attendance 
of 150, employed 12 teachers, and graduated 26 students. 

        In 1908-1909 the three high schools had a combined average daily attendance of 144, 
employed 14 teachers, and graduated 29 students. They spent for teachers' salaries 
$15,713.05, their total expenditures were $25,514.30, and the valuation of all their property 
was $56,150. 

        Le Grand Union High School, established in 1909, comes in the next year's reports. The 
four schools employed 17 teachers, had a combined average daily attendance of 162, paid 
$19,810 in salaries, and made total expenditures of $29,542.39. 

        In 1910-1911 the four high schools employed 19 teachers, had a combined average 
daily attendance of 167, graduated 33 students, and spent $23,618 in salaries and 
$37,366.33 in total expenditures; and the combined valuation of their property was $60,350. 

        Hilmar Colony Union High School, established in 1911, comes in the next year's report. 
The five high schools employed 22 teachers, had a combined average daily attendance of 
195, graduated 25 students, paid $27,610 in salaries, and had property valued at a total of 
$137,335. 

        The next year showed 25 teachers, 257 average daily attendance, 39 graduates, 
$31,662.75 salaries, and $151,713 total valuation. 

        In 1913-1914 the sixth high school, established in 1913 at Gustine, was added. The six 
schools employed in this year 31 teachers, had a combined average daily attendance of 301, 
graduated 44 students, paid $40,477.75 in salaries and $62,743.71 in total expenditures, and 
had property valued at $162,025. 
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        The figures the next year had grown to 34 teachers, 323 average daily attendance, 69 
graduates, $44,415 salaries, $106,151.82 total expenditures, and $212,444 valuation. 

        In 1915-1916 there were 38 teachers, an enrollment of 440 and an average daily 
attendance of 372, 52 graduates, $46,308.75 salaries, $76,222.04 total expenditures, and 
$215,775 valuation. 

        The next year there were 40 teachers, 436 enrollment and 377 average daily attendance, 
59 graduates, $51,727.50 in salaries, $95,199.94 total expenditures, and a valuation of 
$217,600. 

        In 1917-1918 there were 39 teachers, an enrollment of 469 and an average daily 
attendance of 398,73 graduates, $50,113.67 in salaries, $85,196.16 total expenditures, and a 
property valuation of $227,550. 

        The next year there were 40 teachers, 528 enrollment, 67 graduates, $59,219.30 in 
salaries, $115,604.73 total expenditures, and $268,677 total valuation. 

        The year 1919-1920 showed 47 teachers, 560 enrollment, 71 graduates, $64,197.05 
salaries, $210,137.35 total expenditures, and $403,300 valuation. 

        There were 46 high school teachers employed in 1920-1921, an enrollment of 712, and 
93 graduates. Salaries amounted to $89,082.76, total expenditures to $193,903, and 
valuations to $480,115. 

        The next year there were 50 teachers, 839 enrollment, 91 graduates, $101,804.86 in 
salaries, $214,161.26 total expenditures, and $464,378 valuation. 

        In 1922-1923 the six high schools employed 59 teachers, enrolled 933 students, and 
graduated 106. They paid $124,432.35 in salaries and $311,513.98 in total expenditures, and 
had property valued at $661,914. 

        The next year they employed 70 teachers, enrolled 1030 students, paid $149,267.05 in 
salaries and $430,974.57 in total expenditures, and had property valued at $722,761. 

        For the school year now drawing to a close, 1924-1925, there is an additional high 
school to be added, the new one at Livingston, which is just completing its first year; but it will 
be seen that the high schools before this current year enrolled over 1000 and graduated over 
100 students a year, and that the total number of teachers in the high schools is approaching 
100, the total expenditures annually $500,000, and the valuation of high school property 
$1,000,000. This is the record of growth from two high schools, 7 teachers, 121 students, 22 
graduates, $8600 salaries, about $18,000 total expenditures, and school property of only a 
few thousands of dollars' value in 1901. 

        Besides the grammar and high schools there are now four kindergartens in the county, 
at Merced, Los Banos, Dos Palos, and Livingston, besides evening classes which last year 
enrolled nearly 400 students. In round numbers, the schools of the county at the end of this 
year employ about 300 teachers to teach over 7000 pupils, pay over $400,000 teachers' 
salaries annually, and over $900,000 total expenditures, and have property valued at over 
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$1,500,000. It is a large growth since sixty-three years ago, when Superintendent Huey 
reported that there would be available $1000 for the instruction of 267 children. 
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CHAPTER XX 

NEWSPAPERS 

  

        The first newspaper of Merced County was the Merced Banner, established by Robert J. 
Steele and his wife, Rowena Granice Steele, at Snelling, in the summer of 1862. The press and 
material were purchased from the Stanislaus Index, at Knight's Ferry, Stanislaus County; and 
as we have seen before, they were hauled from Knight's Ferry to Snelling by Peter Fee with 
his ox team. Mrs. Steele is presumably the author of the account in the 1881 Elliott & Moore 
history, and she says there that it was on the 25th of June when Fee arrived with the press 
and type. Fee's diary shows that this was an error and that it was on July 2 when he arrived. 
Mrs. Steele says the first issue came out on July 5. Mrs. Steele's two sons, Steele's stepsons, 
Harry and George Granice, Mrs. Steele tells us, were then aged respectively nine and twelve 
years; we shall find the family figuring in the newspaper history of the county for nearly thirty 
years. So far as we have been able to learn, there are no files, nor even copies, of the Banner 
now in existence. 

        In the 1881 history Mrs. Steele has this paragraph: "The Banner was a Democratic paper, 
but not disloyal. It was not Democratic enough for some. Things were getting so unpleasant 
that Mrs. Steele withdrew her name from the paper as editress; she still continued to write 
domestic stories and pleasant locals." We have seen that the editorials in Wigginton and 
Robertson's Herald after the war was over were what we should consider now very strong 
and partisan; just how strong and partisan those in the Banner were we have no samples to 
show us. At any rate a party of Union soldiers in February, 1864, came to Snelling and threw 
the press and type out of the window. Mrs. Steele styles them ruffians and naturally enough 
takes the stand that the Banner and its owners were made martyrs. An article entitled 
"History of Snelling" in the Argus of June 18, 1870, says this occurred on February 1. Mrs. 
Steele tells us that when the men came in she was busy preparing breakfast in a back room, 
and that she caught up her infant son and made her escape; this infant son was presumably 
Lee J. Steele, who was later to edit the Argus. According to Mrs. Steele's account the soldiers 
were twenty-eight in number, and stated that they were "a band of brothers on our own 
hook." She has the following footnote: "It was afterwards ascertained that this ruthless set of 
fellows were a company of United States Cavalry, who had been sent from Benicia to Visalia 
under Captain Starr, but had become so unruly that the Captain had sent a request to 
headquarters to have them exchanged for a company of Infantry, and they were on their 
way back to Benicia and had reached Hill's Ferry, when they proposed to cross over to 
Snelling and 'bust up the Banner office.' Captain Starr refused to accompany them, and being 
defenseless with twenty-eight armed men on a desert, he could not detain them. The excuse 
of the ruffians was that certain articles reflecting upon them as soldiers had appeared in the 
Banner, and they would have their revenge." 

        In J. W. Robertson's Herald of February 10, 1866, we get the following light upon the end 
of the Banner and upon its immediate successors: " 'Some of our exchanges are yet quoting 
news items from the Merced Banner, which has been dead two years.'—Colusa Sun. You are 
nearly right, Mr. Sun, as to the Banner. That sheet expired in June, 1864, after a lingering 
illness—brought on by some of Uncle Sam's soldiers. They 'pied' the concern in February, after 
which it never came fully to life again. It was succeeded by the Merced Democrat, edited by 
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one Hall, who was sent to Alcatraz for `treason'—and the Democrat succumbed. Then 
followed the Democratic Record, which lived till after the Presidential election. Now the 
Herald is on the boards, and is bound to live. We are neither afraid of the soldiers or Alcatraz, 
and as long as the Herald is as well supported as at present, neither Principalities nor Powers 
shall hold us down. So, gentlemen of the Press, if you see anything in our little sheet worth 
copying, why copy it—but be sure and give the Herald credit therefor." 

        In the Argus of June 18, 1870, in the article already referred to on the History of Snelling, 
we read that the Banner was "busted up" by the Union soldiers on February 1, 1864, and that 
it continued in a smaller form until June 18 of the same year. Then three issues of the Merced 
Democrat were published by "Wm. Pierce, alias Wm. Hall," who then went to Alcatraz. Then in 
September, 1864, F. C. Lawrence started the Democratic Record, which continued three 
months. Then follows the history of the Herald, which was established by J. W. Robertson and 
P. D. Wigginton on May 13, 1865. Wigginton severed his connection with the paper on 
September 30, 1865, and Robertson continued it; he had the aid of a man named Kennedy 
for a few weeks, after which he continued it alone until November 10, 1866, when W. G. 
Collier became associated with him until July 10, 1867. On May 11, 1867, the paper was 
enlarged to six columns. On October 12, 1867, Robertson sold out to L. W. Talbott, under 
whom the paper languished for thirteen weeks, and then expired; the editor's illness appears 
to have been the reason. Talbott had a man named Wickham associated with him in the 
enterprise. 

        Robert J. Steele revived the Herald on August 22, 1868, after an interval extending from 
January 11, when Talbott's last number appeared. Steele's last issue of the Herald appeared 
on August 14, 1869. He had apparently been operating under a contract with the former 
owners for this year. After skipping one week, he brought out the first issue of the San 
Joaquin Valley Argus on August 28, 1869. 

        The Argus continued to be the only paper in the county until after the new town of 
Merced had been established. Less than two months after the sale of lots in the new town, L. 
F. Beckwith established the Merced Tribune. We find in the Argus along shortly before this, 
when the rumor first circulated that someone was coming to Merced to start a paper, a 
rather scorching article from Steele's pen by way of welcome. And the Steele family had 
forestalled Beckwith's move, for on March 24, 1872, Harry H. Granice, Steele's stepson, 
established the Merced People, which was therefore the first paper in Merced. The Merced 
People ran for only fourteen issues; and then on June 22, 1872, Harry Granice, in a 
"Valedictory" editorial, bows himself off the newspaper stage—for the time being. He was to 
come back, about two years and a half later, in the most tragic incident in Merced County 
newspaper history. 

        Beckwith ran the Tribune for about a year and was succeeded by a young man named 
Edward Madden. Just about the time that Madden took over the Tribune, Steele, on April 5, 
1873, moved the Argus office from Snelling over to Merced. We have seen that Steele, in 
1869, when there was talk of establishing a paper in Plainsburg, made objections; also, as 
just mentioned above, that he scored the newcomer who was proposing to establish a paper 
in Merced. There is no use at this late day in trying to establish the blame for the bitter feeling 
which led to the tragedy of December 7, 1874. There are many scathing editorials in both the 
Argus and the Tribune during the time from April, 1873, to December, 1874—and it is evident 
that there must have been bitter hatred between Madden and the Steeles. Mrs. Steele, who 
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was a tireless writer, had written a book and was going about the central portion of the State 
canvassing for orders for it. On December 5, 1874, Madden published in his Tribune a short 
paragraph about this which Harry Granice, Mrs. Steele's son, took to be an unforgivable insult 
to his mother; and on the following Monday, December 7, 1874; as Madden was walking with 
his friend Hamilton, the county auditor, on Front Street in front of where M. Zirker's store now 
is, Granice stepped out with a navy revolver and shot him dead, firing five or six shots into his 
body. 

        Feeling ran very high, and Sheriff Meany sent N. Breen and a man named Hathaway with 
the prisoner to the Half Way House, later known as the Six Mile House, on the road towards 
Snelling, to get him away from a mob which gathered. The mob proceeded out toward the 
Half Way House; and as they approached, or news of their approach arrived, Granice 
escaped—it was disputed whether with the acquiescence of the officers. He made good his 
escape for the time being and is said to have been hidden for several days in a friend's home 
in Merced. He seems to have given himself up later. We read of the sheriff sending R. Shaffer 
to take him to the jail at Modesto for safe-keeping. 

        In the Express of March 20, 1875, we read that, in the case of the People vs. Harry 
Granice (indicted for murder), in the district court, no district attorney being present, the court 
appointed R. H. Ward to represent the people; that Ward was assisted by William L. Dudley of 
Stockton, special prosecutor, and that Jo. Hamilton and E. F. Littlepage represented the 
defendant; that a motion for a continuance was denied; and that upon motion and affidavit 
the case was transferred to Fresno County and set for trial on June 23. There was a slight 
further delay; but on July 7, 1875, Granice went to trial and on July 10 the trial was concluded 
and the jury found him guilty of murder in the first degree and fixed his punishment at life 
imprisonment, under a law then apparently from the press comments quit new. A book 
entitled "Hunted Down, or Five Days in the Fog," was written about Granice's escape at the 
Half Way House and the subsequent days; it has sometimes been attributed to Mrs. Steele, 
but a "card" signed by N. Breen and published in the Express during 1875 described it as 
"purporting to have been written by Harry H. Granice." The card was published by Mr. Breen 
to deny the truth of several statements in the book, he says, which reflected upon the sheriff 
and his deputies in their treatment of the prisoner. From the comments of the press at the 
time, the conviction seems to have been regarded as marking an end of the old pioneer idea 
that homicide was justifiable for rather numerous causes. 

        Granice did not serve any of the term, however. Because of some technical flaw in the 
indictment or proceedings, Judge Terry got him off. It appears that it was either because the 
indictment turned up missing or because it showed signs of having been altered. 

        The publication of the Argus was suspended for about three months, apparently, after 
the killing of Madden; we find it continuing again about March, 1875. The Tribune was 
published for six issues after Madden's death, December 12, 19, and 26, and January 2, 9, 
and 16, with Hood Alston as editor, and then the Merced Express continued without a break 
from where the Tribune left off. The Express was published at the start under a board of 
directors consisting of P. D. Wigginton, A. J. Meany, Patrick Carroll, E. M. Stoddard, and Samuel 
C. Bates. The fact that Stoddard was one Republican among four Democrats may perhaps be 
taken as another indication of the new order of things. 
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        In April, 1875, Frank H. Farrar, who had been managing agent of the Express, became its 
editor and proprietor. On November 27 of the same year he sold a half interest to W. P. 
Stoneroad. In March, 1877, N. B. Stoneroad purchased Mr. Farrar's interest and the paper was 
published by W. P. and N. B. Stoneroad with J. W. Robertson as editor. On March 1, 1879, N. B. 
Stoneroad sold his interest to W. L. Howell. Howell and W. P. Stoneroad published the paper 
until January 28, 1882, and then W. P. Stoneroad retired. In July, 1882, Joseph A. Norvell 
became editor; and in March, 1884, he bought Howell out. Mr. Norvell published the paper 
until his death in December, 1909. Mrs. Norvell continued its publication until February, 1911, 
and then sold it to P. H. Griffin, the present proprietor. 

        The Argus continued until January, 1891, when it was succeeded by the Merced Sun. The 
paper carried on page 2, until January 25, 1890, the names of Robert J. Steele, Editor, and 
Mrs. R. G. Steele, Associate Editor; but on page 1 appeared the names Steele and Steele, Mrs. 
R. G. Steele, Lee R. Steele, from October 24, 1885, and for a time before that the name of Mrs. 
Rowena Granice Steele. Robert J. Steele appears to have been ill for several years prior to his 
death. He died on January 28, 1890. Following that the name of Mrs. Steele appears on both 
page 1 and page 2 until June 7, 1890. In that issue Lee R. Steele's name appears on page 2, 
and in the next issue on both page 1 and page 2, as editor and publisher. 

        On October 4, 1886, the Daily Argus was launched, with Lee R. Steele as editor. It was a 
small four-page five-column paper. No files seem to be extant, but by quotations in the 
weekly "From Monday's Daily"—or some other day's—it appears to have continued as long as 
the weekly. 

        During the summer of 1890 there was established in Merced a paper called the Journal, 
published by a group of leaders of the High License Party, led by John W. Breckenridge and 
James F. Peck. Both the Journal and the Argus were purchased by Charles D. Radcliffe and J. 
H. Rogers, and merged in the Merced Sun, the first issue of which appeared on January 19, 
1891. Rogers sold out soon to Willard Beebe, and Radcliffe & Beebe continued to publish the 
paper until 1893, when Beebe sold out to Radcliffe and went to Los Banos and bought the 
Enterprise at that place. C. D. Radcliffe then ran the Sun alone until 1894, when his brother 
Corwin Radcliffe came to California and became a partner in the paper. C. D. Radcliffe died on 
May 26, 1919. After his death, about the beginning of 1920, Urban J. Hoult became a partner 
and Radcliffe & Hoult published the paper until Hoult's death on October 31, 1924. The 
publication was continued by Corwin Radcliffe until May 1, 1925. 

        On June 1, 1880, Charles and Thomas Harris established the Merced Star, a weekly 
which was published continuously under the firm name of Harris Brothers until April, 1921, 
although Thomas Harris died many years before this date and the paper was carried on by 
Charles Harris. In April, 1921, Walter H. Killam, who had purchased the paper, took it over and 
made it a daily, and continued the publication a little more than four years, to May 1, 1925. 
On that date, Ray and Hugh McClung, who had purchased both the Star and the Sun, issued 
the first number of the Merced Sun-Star, the present and now the only daily in the county 
seat, and indeed in the county. 

        Outside of the county seat there are now published the following weeklies: The Los 
Banos Enterprise, established in 1888, B. A. Wilson, proprietor; the Livingston Chronicle, now 
in its seventeenth volume, Elbert G. Adams, editor and proprietor; the Atwater Signal, Thomas 
D. Calkins, editor and proprietor (the issue of June 5, which is the date of this writing, is 
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numbered Vol. XV, No. 51) ; the Gustine Standard, in its seventeenth volume, Miller & 
Woodruff, proprietors; the Dos Palos Star, in its twenty-ninth volume, Roy M. McKay, 
publisher; the Le Grand Advocate, in its nineteenth volume, C. L. Zimmerman, editor and 
publisher; the Hilmar Enterprise, Betty Wright, editor and publisher, in its seventh volume. In 
Stevinson, for a time a few years ago, was published the Stevinson Colonist, now 
discontinued. In Delhi, for the past two or three years, a small paper called the Delhi Record 
has been published. 
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CHAPTER XXI 

IRRIGATION 

  

        The first irrigation from the Merced River was along the river bottom, where a number of 
small ditches were early constructed and water rights obtained. Several of these ditches are 
shown on the surveys of the township plats, which for that region were surveyed for the most 
part from 1852 to 1854. Peter Fee, in his diary covering the years 1858 to 1862 inclusive, 
refers more than once to working on the ditch, and under date of February 6, 1862, records 
that a man named James Morton was shot by Erastus Kelsey, in a quarrel over a ditch 
apparently, and speaks of Kelsey's "trial" the following day —doubtless meaning his 
examination before a magistrate. Henry Nelson and Mrs. Mary J. Little both mentioned this 
episode. Mrs. Little stated expressly that no blame attached to Kelsey; and nothing more 
appears to have been done about the matter. It would be more than useless now to attempt 
to go into the merits of the quarrel. Fee records the bare facts of the shooting and the "trial," 
and as Morton appears to have been working for Fee (though this is but an inference), it is 
reasonable to expect that Fee would do him at least justice. The examining magistrate 
appears to have concluded that Kelsey acted in self-defense. 

        These early ditches for the irrigation of the river-bottom lands have had a very important 
effect upon the use of those lands, but have scarcely affected any broader extent of the 
county, beyond leaving a little less water for the non-river-bottom lands. They and their water 
rights still exist, and have had to be taken into account in all subsequent appropriations of 
water from the river, but beyond that we may dismiss them from further review. The extent of 
the water claimed for them was given some publicity at the time, about ten years ago, when 
an attempt was made to form an irrigation district to take over the Crocker-Huffman Land & 
Water Company's system and water rights. This statement, which may be taken as 
substantially correct, was that the average flow of the river is approximately 1665 cubic feet 
of water a second, and that of this the old Ruddle mill, or Lee Hamlin mill, was entitled to the 
first forty second-feet, and of the next 300 second-feet the river-bottom ditches were entitled 
to 75 per cent and the Crocker-Huffman Company to the remaining 25 per cent. The Crocker-
Huffman Company claimed the remainder of the river's flow. These quantities are again 
being gone into in the trial of the case of the Henry Cowell Lime & Cement Company et al. vs. 
the Merced Irrigation District et al., the trial of which ran for some ten days during April of this 
year and was then continued until June. Something less than one-sixth of the river's average 
flow is therefore the maximum which these ditches together with the Hamlin mill claimed, 
and this would be subject to be scaled down somewhat, as the river falls below the 300 or 
340 second-feet of flow after midsummer. 

        The Merced River naturally was the source of supply which attracted all early as well as 
later irrigators or would-be irrigators of the East Side, with the exception of those near 
enough to the San Joaquin to draw on its waters. The first move on a large scale to divert the 
waters of the Merced was in fact made by men whose main design was to take the water 
clear to the San Joaquin, and whose main place of proposed use was close down to that 
stream. The moving spirit in this enterprise was William G. Collier, who was born in Shelby 
County, Kentucky, July 17, 1827. Like so many Kentuckians among the Western pioneers of 
that time, he came to Missouri and lived there for a time, and made it the jumping-off place 
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for California. He came to California in 1853 and to Merced County in 1859. He was an 
educated man; was a student for three years at the University of Missouri, and was trained as 
a surveyor. For a number of years during the sixties he was county surveyor of Merced 
County. On March 30, 1870, together with William P. Sproul and Stephen Baltzley, Collier 
incorporated the Robla Canal Company, with a total capital stock of $25,000, consisting of 
250 shares of a par value of $100 a share. The corporation's principal place of business is 
designated in the articles of incorporation as Collier's Ranch. Collier was president and 
manager, and also engineer. 

        In organizing this corporation, Collier was putting into effect a dream which he had had 
for a number of years, for irrigation on a large scale. He had first located in Merced County on 
the north side of the Merced River somewhere about across from the Stevinson Ranch; but to 
obtain better water facilities he had soon abandoned his location there and moved to the 
south side, where he came to own about 3000 acres of land, not all, however, at the one 
place. Almost from his first location on the Merced he had turned over in his mind plans for 
irrigation on a large scale, and the Robla Canal Company was the fruition of these dreams. 
The corporation planned to construct a canal from substantially the diversion point of the 
main canal now owned by the Merced Irrigation District, out across the lands south of the 
river until it struck the north branch of Bear Creek, thence down that branch to the main 
stream of Bear Creek and down that to "the Roblas and the Lone Willow," and thence in a 
northwesterly direction to the vicinity of the junction of the Merced with the San Joaquin. 
Members of Mr. Collier's family, who were familiar with how this project originated, believe 
that in it he promoted and organized the first irrigation system of a sufficient size and extent 
to be fairly entitled to be called a "system" in the State of California, and that as a 
consequence he is entitled to be called the father of irrigation in the State. 

        In the Merced River at the point of diversion was a dam belonging to three men named 
Blunt, Yeiser, and Perrings. Deeds from Thomas Blunt and James Perrings to the Robla Canal 
Company conveying respectively three-eighths and one-eighth of this dam, with its water 
right, appear of record in May, 1873. The grantors conveyed rights of way for the canal 
across their lands; they stipulated that the corporation was to keep the dam in repair, and it 
appears that each one-eighth was to have one foot of water under a four-inch pressure as 
part of the consideration. There was also a nominal money consideration; Blunt, for his three-
eighths, got a dollar in money besides the other considerations mentioned. One at least of 
these instruments, besides being signed by the grantor, is signed also by William G. Collier, 
President of the Robla Canal Company, on the grantee's behalf. 

        What the size of the Robla Canal was to be does not appear from the articles of 
incorporation. Several miles, apparently six or seven, appear to have been constructed under 
Collier's direction, and a tunnel on this stretch was regarded as an innovation in engineering. 

        On May 20, 1873, the Farmers' Canal Company was incorporated; and in November, 
1876, we find recorded a number of deeds from the Robla Canal Company to the Farmers' 
Canal Company. The latter, which attacked the problem on the larger scale which three 
years' increase in population in the country made possible, was formed by the following men, 
who subscribed the sums set opposite their several names, thus raising, in all, the sum of 
$41,000 for the project: H. J. Ostrander, 50 shares, $5000; W. W. Gray, 50 shares, $5000; M. D. 
Atwater, 60 shares, $6000; Thomas Upton, 60 shares, $6000; William P. Fowler, 60 shares, 
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$6000; Wilson E. Elliott, 60 shares, $6000; Norval Douglass, 30 shares, $3000; R. H. Morrison, 
15 shares, $1500; H. B. Jolley, 20 shares, $2000; Stephen Fitzgerald, 5 shares, $500. 

        The purpose and object were declared in their articles of incorporation to be "the mutual 
benefit of its stockholders in agricultural pursuits, by appropriating 100,000 inches of water of 
the Merced River . . . for the purpose of irrigating the lands of the stockholders of this 
corporation and of others who may wish to purchase water of this corporation for irrigating 
purposes" and "to construct, use, and keep in repair, a canal commencing at a point on the 
left bank of the Merced River, in said Merced County, near the line dividing township ranges 
fourteen and fifteen east of the Mount Diablo base and meridian, and between a certain dam 
on said river, known as the Blunt, Yeiser and Perrings Dam, and a certain oak tree standing 
on the left bank . . . above said dam; which said oak tree is about thirty inches in diameter at 
this time and is marked on the westerly side with the letters R. C. C. and B. T., being a bearing 
tree marking the head of the Robla Canal Company's canal. From thence running in a 
southerly direction to the highest bank attainable on or near the right bank of the San 
Joaquin River, as shall hereafter be determined and located by the engineer of this 
corporation; said canal to extend in its course across Bear Creek, Mariposa Creek, and the 
Chowchilla. Said canal to be of sufficient size to carry the said 100,000 inches of water." They 
then go on to claim for carrying water the channels of all the streams and their branches the 
canal shall cross, below the point of crossing to their mouths, and state that their purpose 
also includes the construction of branch canals. 

        It will be seen that this was an ambitious project. The 100,000 inches of water claimed, 
undoubtedly would mean that quantity daily, which would be equivalent to 2500 cubic feet 
per second, or about fifty per cent more than the average flow of the Merced. Nowhere 
nearly as much of a project was ever constructed as was here projected; but we must 
remember that this statement of the .extent of the company's aims and of its claims of water 
was designed to be broad enough to cover any possible future growth, up to what the river 
could irrigate. The Elliott & Moore history of the county, of 1881, says the canal from its head 
to its terminus, following its sinuosities, was about fifty miles long. It did not go down towards 
the Chowchilla, however, or even apparently to Bear Creek, but came down the present 
course of the canal below the diversion point to Canal Creek and down to the Livingston 
country. 

        C. D. Martin, who came here in 1884 to work temporarily for C. H. Huffman on the work 
this company's successor, the Merced Canal Company, was doing, and who has been a 
resident of Merced ever since, says that the Farmers' Canal Company built a narrow canal 
about twenty feet wide and about seven miles long, down through the upper tunnel, which 
was ten feet wide, and they also built the Livingston Canal to about two miles north of 
Livingston and the Colony Branch to the vicinity of Atwater, to land northeast of Central 
Camp which was going to be colonized. This work, according to Mr. Martin's information, was 
done in 1879. 

        In 1882 C. H. Huffman organized the Merced Canal & Irrigation Company, and they 
bought out the Farmers' Canal Company. The new company began work in 1883. The first 
year's work was widening the first seven miles of canal and the tunnel. In 1884 they 
completed about five miles of the new canal, from the upper tunnel down to the Carmichael 
place. In 1885 they started the second tunnel. In 1886 practically all of the canal was 
completed to the reservoir, now known as Yosemite Lake, and part of the reservoir. In 1887 

 234 



the reservoir was completed and a big celebration held. There were great expectations and a 
boom in Merced property. 

        Mr. Huffman bought the Farmers' Canal for about $80,000, Mr. Martin thinks. Huffman 
had interested William H. Crocker of San Francisco in the project, and Crocker had financed it. 
Huffman had a lot of land; he was a big grain-raiser. He acquired more land, a lot of it out 
towards Cressey, and in other parts of the territory served by the canal system. Shortly after 
the completion of the system the Crocker-Huffman Land & Water Company was organized, 
with Huffman and Crocker the chief owners. Huffman put in his land and retained a little 
more than fifty per cent of the stock of the company. The year 1888 is familiar to all water-
users under the Crocker-Huffman system, for the life of the corporation was fifty years and 
the water contracts were all drawn to run to 1938. 

        But we have run ahead of the construction work on the Merced Canal & Irrigation 
Company's works. Charles Barrett was first in charge of the construction work, and Mr. 
Martin, when he came here in 1884, as he intended temporarily, became assistant under 
Barrett. Martin was afterwards promoted to the charge of the job. They had about 400 mules, 
mostly on two-animal scrapers, and about 200 men at work for three years. Mr. Martin had 
over 200 men at work on the Rotterdam Colony when they were developing that. 

        Development and colonization followed the construction of the canal and reservoir. V. C. 
W. Hooper was about the first colonizer, Mr. Martin states. He colonized Yosemite Colony. 
About the same time A. N. Towne, a director of the Southern Pacific Company, subdivided 
Bear Creek Colony. The only improved land when Mr. Martin came here in 1884 was the 
Buhach Ranch, which raised the buhach plant, from which an insect powder was made, and 
also had a vineyard and made wine and brandy. C. H. Huffman, chief promoter of the Merced 
Canal & Irrigation Company, was a grain farmer. W. H. Hartley, one of the other directors of 
the concern, was another. Not all the grain-raisers, used as they were to dry farming, favored 
the project. This seems to have been among the reasons why the irrigation was never 
extended any further south than it was. 

        The Crocker-Huffman Land & Water Company grew and lasted. It sold its land with a 
water clause in the contracts, the purchasers paying $10 or $20 an acre for the water right, 
and $1 or $2 an acre a. year usually for the water service. There were a few contracts which 
called for payments of only 621/2 cents an acre a year, and perhaps half a dozen free. It was 
said during the negotiations which led up to the purchase of the Crocker-Huffman system by 
the Merced Irrigation District in 1921-1922, that the company made no money out of its 
dollar or two dollars a year an acre for delivering water. It was a time for trading talk, but it is 
probable that it did not make much from that directly. It had its land sales, and its $10 or $20 
an acre in payments for the water rights; and it had the Bellevue Ranch, which enjoyed water 
from the system, including later water than the contracts obliged the company to deliver to 
the contract-holders. 

        At any rate, at the time when the irrigation district bought the system the Crocker-
Huffman Company was serving approximately 50,000 acres with water. This was distributed 
over an area which included a lot of other land not under its water contracts, running from 
several miles south and east of Merced to Livingston, and from the edge of the foothills well 
out towards the San Joaquin from the State Highway and the Central Pacific Railroad. 
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        The formation of the Merced Irrigation District did not result from the first efforts towards 
that end. There was an effort to form a district which began late in 1913 or early in 1914; by 
the spring of 1914 it was well under way. Horace G. Kelsey was chairman of the committee 
for the purpose; and Edward Stanton Ellis, then publishing the Livingston Chronicle and 
afterwards the Assemblyman from this district at the 1915 session of the State legislature, 
was secretary. The Crocker-Huffman Company was willing to sell out; it employed M. D. 
Wood, whose long acquaintance with the section and his high standing in the community 
commanded confidence, to promote the district project, and opened and maintained offices 
for several months in an effort to carry the plan through. In May, 1914, S. F. B. Morse, the local 
manager for the company, appeared before a gathering of some fifteen large landowners 
and real estate men interested in the project, and made an offer to the effect that if the 
people would within a year organize a district to include something like 253,000 acres, the 
Crocker-Huffman Company would construct storage facilities, extend its canals, and turn the 
completed project over to the district at a price amounting to $32 an acre. The plan 
contemplated a period of years to pay this off, but that fact was not well understood by the 
people generally. There was a good deal of opposition, due to several causes—the natural 
unwillingness of men to change from the known to the unknown, the fear of too great a cost 
and of inability to pay the resulting heavy assessments, jealousy between the town of Merced 
and the surrounding country, and doubt as to whether the system thus offered would be 
adequate to supply the full need for late irrigation water for a large district. 

        The question of the duty of water thus brought into the light is, with reference to the 
streams running down from the Sierras, such a complicated and difficult one, that the facts 
will afford pretty good support for arguments on either side. This matter was one of the 
factors of the problem then, and again when the later and successful attempt to organize a 
district was made, and needs to be noticed here briefly. 

        The Merced River, pretty much like all the other tributaries of the San Joaquin from the 
east which rise in the high mountains, is subject to great variations of flow during the year, 
and to very material variations from year to year. Records of its flow have been kept for a 
considerable number of years, and the information in pretty reliable shape was available as 
early as this 1914 attempt on how much water, on an average, the river might be expected 
to carry. But there was room for a good deal of difference of opinion as to how much would 
be needed for a district such as proposed, and how much storage reservoir capacity would 
be required to meet that need. The average annual flow of the river amounts to about 
1,100,000 acre-feet, but this is subject to variations as wide as from 400,000 in abnormally 
dry years to about 2,000,000 in abnormally wet ones. The records showed cases of several 
abnormally dry years coming in succession, and the question was thus presented of how 
much water the district would have to carry over in its reservoir or reservoirs to be safe for 
such periods as these. 

        In addition to this, the flow of the river within any one year, as has been said, varies 
greatly. The days of greatest flow will be found during December or January; the greatest 
day's flow recorded is about 55,000 cubic feet per second, about thirty times the stream's 
average flow, which occurred in January a number of years ago when the ground was well 
soaked with previous rains, and when a soft snow had fallen to low down on the foothills, and 
there then came a warm rain. The resulting run-off washed out the old power dam at 
Exchequer, which proved unable to withstand a flood that ran many feet deep over its crest. 
The months of greatest flow, however, come in May or June, when, owing to the rapidly 
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melting snows in the mountains, the stream runs high every day until the bulk of the snow is 
melted, after which it falls very rapidly until there is scarcely any water at all for a system 
depending on the mere flow of the river without storage. The small prior rights for the Ruddle 
mill and the small ditches of the Merced River bottom set a somewhat earlier date for the last 
water that could be run in the canals, for a point was reached while there was still some 
water in the river when these prior rights took practically all of it. This point came as a 
general thing about July, and the remaining portion of the summer was without irrigation 
water for the farmers under the canal system. The much greater flow of the time of the 
melting snows, however, furnished a surplus of water which could be stored without 
depriving the irrigators of any water needed for their spring and early summer needs —which 
would only run to waste to the ocean unless it were stored. There was enough water there; 
the problem was simply to distribute it over the whole irrigation season instead of the first 
part of that season. With these several variations of the river, both from year to year and 
from month to month or day to day within a given year, to reckon with, it is no wonder that 
the problem was at least complicated enough to afford plenty of ammunition for argument in 
support of any view of the advisability of a district which the viewer chose to take. 

        At any rate, the attempt of 1914 came to naught. It remained for the Merced County 
Farm Bureau, then quite newly formed, to start the attempt which was at last carried through 
to the point where the 300-foot-high Exchequer Dam, to store about 300,000 acre-feet of 
water, is now in process of construction on the river about six miles above Merced Falls, and 
about thirty above Merced. The election which resulted in the actual formation of the Merced 
Irrigation District took place on November 25, 1919; but as much as two years before this, on 
November 10, 1917, we find the irrigation committee of the Merced County Farm Bureau, 
consisting of A. H. Poore, E. G. Adams, and Manuel Marshall, reporting in favor of the 
formation of an irrigation district "under the Maddux bill." A conference with Professor Frank 
Adams of the University of California resulted in a recommendation from him that the work to 
be attempted should be confined, for the time being at least, to the one project on the East 
Side, the Crocker-Huffman system. The first discussion had included the West Side as well. 
Professor Adams further recommended that as a method of proceeding a committee of 
three be appointed to confer with the State engineer and the College of Agriculture on the 
subject. Pursuant to this recommendation a committee consisting of Horace G. Kelsey, C. H. 
Edwards, and George T. Parr was appointed. By the December meeting, E. G. Adams reported 
to the directors that the matter had been submitted to and approved by every farm center in 
the county except Planada, which had not yet had an opportunity to consider it. In January, 
Adams reported that data were being gathered on the Crocker-Huffman system. He was 
appointed a committee of one to confer with the company to ask them their price for their 
system, including the so-called Dry Creek reservoir site, and to outline approximate 
boundaries. At the February meeting Mr. Kelsey reported the conclusion that tentative 
boundaries should include the existing system and 60,000 acres around it, approximately 
100,000 acres east of it, and 10,000 acres on the north side—briefly, all land commanded by 
the reservoir site—leaving the acreage, however, to be determined by the sentiment of the 
owners. 

        The matter proceeded through the summer and fall of 1918, with conferences with the 
State engineer and federal engineers. On November 16, 1918, Adams recommended that the 
farm bureau accept the State engineer's report and proceed to form a district of 
approximately 175,000 acres, about ten per cent of which consisted or road and railroad 
rights of way. The scheme at that time was to exclude the Le Grand section. At this meeting 
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George T. Parr reported that a finance committee would soon be appointed in the matter. 
The next month we find a report that the committee has been enlarged by the addition of (or, 
as it is put, a sub-committee has been formed to include) C. H. Edwards, F. E. Crowell, E. G. 
Adams, Ward Minturn, and H. E. Carmichael, of Livingston; H. G. Kelsey, of Merced Falls; 
George T. Parr, of Atwater; and John R. Graham and J. D. Wood, of Merced. Community 
committees were to be created to circulate petitions for the formation of the district. It was at 
this meeting, in the language of the minutes of the farm bureau, that "the project of the Farm 
Adviser called the Irrigation Project, covering this plan to form an irrigation district, was 
submitted and adopted." The farm adviser, the first man to hold that position in the new 
Merced County Farm Bureau, was J. F. Grass, Jr. Acting in strict accordance with the policy of 
the extension service, Grass did nothing, either before or after this, to thrust this project upon 
the farm bureau in the least degree; but he had formulated the project, and credit is due him 
for thus early doing some of the constructive work on it. 

        These activities had not gone this far without opposition. In the minutes of a meeting of 
the farm bureau directors on January 3, 1919, we find it recorded that four representatives of 
those opposed to the project were present and stated their objections to it, and that the 
directors voted to proceed and back up the project. At this time it was reported that about 
300 signatures to the petition had been obtained. 

        At a meeting on February 15, Adams reported a change in the boundaries to conform 
more nearly to recommendations of the State engineer, and that new petitions would be 
circulated. He also reported that Walter D. Wagner had been appointed campaign manager 
and would soon start a wide publicity campaign. On December 13, 1919, we find a report by 
Adams that the district is now formed and the matter out of the hands of the farm bureau. As 
a matter of fact, it was practically out of their hands early in the year. The appointment of 
Wagner as campaign manager was not made until there had been organized a strong 
campaign committee which no longer represented exclusively the farm bureau, although it 
was engaged in carrying on the work they had started. The financing of the campaign, for 
which George T. Parr had reported the previous November a finance committee would soon 
be formed, had drawn other forces into the matter. The Merced chamber of commerce 
contributed $300 to a fund for the purpose. Individual citizens and business men made 
contributions. The campaign committee numbered some fifteen members; and C. M. Cross, of 
Merced, was chosen as its chairman. To him, more than to any other one man, from this time 
on until his defeat as director in February, 1923, is due the credit for carrying on the work. He 
gave of his time, his energy, his means—this much others did also—but more than all he gave 
of his splendid business ability and experience, and of his ability to stand firm under fire. He 
was the target for lies and vilification; but his hand guided the district through its critical days. 

        The opposition to the district held a mass-meeting at the city hall in Merced and formed 
an organization called the Merced Protection League, the name signifying their purpose to 
protect themselves and those who might become associated with them from what they 
believed would prove a too great burden of assessment. They opened offices and employed 
a publicity man, and took other steps to make their opposition to the project effective. There 
was a hotly waged campaign throughout the summer and fall of 1919, until the election for 
voting on the question of whether the district should be formed, and for electing officers for it 
in case it carried. 
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        It is necessary to add here that the proposed boundaries of the district had been laid out 
definitely, and the district divided into five divisions, each to be represented by a director. At 
the election the project carried by something over 1900 votes for to something over 900 
against. L. L. Burchell was elected director for Division One, around Le Grand; C. M. Cross, 
director of Division Two, including an easterly portion of the City of Merced and the country 
out towards Lingard; C. E. Kocher, director of Division Three, including the remainder of 
Merced and the McSwain, Robla, and Franklin neighborhoods; Mrs. Matie Root Langdon, 
director of Division Four, including the Atwater country; and L. D. Love, director of Division 
Five, including the Livingston country. L. A. Paine was elected collector; W. D. Snyder, 
assessor; and C. B. Harrell, treasurer. The board organized on December 8, 1919, by electing 
C. M. Cross chairman, and employed Walter D. Wagner, who had carried the campaign for 
the organization of the district to a successful termination, as manager. 

        The task which confronts the directors of any newly organized irrigation district is a 
heavy one. This one had several complications of its own thrown in for good measure. There 
was the strong and active and well-organized opposition. There was a system of irrigation 
canals ready constructed, it is true; but they belonged to the Crocker-Huffman Land & Water 
Company, who were quite naturally inclined to get as good a price as they could for them. 
We may be sure that the efforts of the farm bureau's committee to get a price from them had 
not produced any tangible results; there was no one with authority to deal with them for their 
system until the district was organized. One of the problems which hung over the district 
board from the beginning was this one of the purchase of the Crocker-Huffman system. 

        Besides this, and in fact constituting the chief difficulty as soon as it came to be known 
that the reservoir site at Exchequer was the one to be worked on, there was the hard and 
unescapable physical fact that the Yosemite Valley Railroad Company had its tracks up the 
Merced River Canyon, within less than a hundred feet of the water, and the reservoir would 
necessitate the relocation of a long section of this railroad—something like seventeen miles, it 
eventually proved. Another problem which presented itself as soon as it became definitely 
known that the 300-foot-high dam at Exchequer was the one determined upon, was the 
disposition of the large quantity of hydro-electric power which would be developed, and for 
the sale of which a contract was afterward entered into with the San Joaquin Light & Power 
Corporation for twenty years, with an option on the part of the district to renew it for another 
twenty, at a price which under the contract was to be fixed by the Railroad Commission of 
California, and which was so fixed at four and one-half mills per kilowatt-hour. 

        The railroad and power problems, however, did not immediately present themselves. 
Surveys of a sketchy nature previously made had led to the general conclusion that what had 
come to be known as the Dry Creek reservoir site would be the one chosen. This had been the 
site contemplated when the attempt was made in 1914 to form a district, and was the one in 
most people's thoughts now. This site the Crocker-Huffman Company, when the 1914 plan 
was in contemplation, had taken pains to purchase at a price which was considerably higher 
than its value as range land, for they had been unable to keep their purpose secret and the 
owners had seized the opportunity to get a good price. The site consisted of some 20,000 
acres forming the large shallow basin of Dry Creek, beginning just over the bluff some two or 
three miles north of Snelling. Any layman could see that dams could be built and water 
impounded in it—a lot of water. No one up to this time had been in a position or found it 
worth while to find out how good a site it was, what its drawbacks might be, beyond the 
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obvious fact that it was not on the river, or what it would cost, or to find out what other 
possible sites there might be and how they compared with this one. 

        The board of the new district was now in a position to find out these things with 
exactness for the first time, and they proceeded to do so. On February 3, 1920, they 
employed J. D. Galloway, of San Francisco, to make an engineering investigation and report 
on the best water supply for the district, and the cost of the necessary works to store and 
deliver it. Mr. Galloway put on a considerable force of engineers, surveyors, and draftsmen 
and made a very complete investigation and report. The report was filed with the board of 
directors on January 18, 1921, and consisted of about 500 typewritten pages, accompanied 
by maps, tables, and graphs. 

        Galloway's investigation of the Dry Creek reservoir site showed him that some of its 
defects were very serious. It would necessarily be shallow, and evaporation would be great. 
Investigations by Professor Andrew Lawson, geologist of the University of California, 
indicated that seepage would also be great. It would require a large and expensive diverting 
canal, some seven miles in length, to bring the water from the river; and when the water was 
there, it would be on the wrong side of the river, so that the plans necessarily would include 
another canal to run it back to the river at the present diverting dam and across as it was 
needed. The type of dam it called for was an earth dam, or rather one large and several 
smaller ones. The soil of the site consisted of only a few inches of earth upon a hard Ione 
formation, and material would have to be scraped from a prohibitive distance. The low dam 
would afford no practicable hydroelectric power development possibilities. To cap all of 
these, the site was so low that when it had been drained as low as any canal delivering water 
across the river at the diverting dam could drain it, there would remain 80,000 acre-feet of 
water still in the reservoir —more than a quarter of the whole contemplated storage. And in 
addition to all of these things, or partly because of them, the cost was prohibitive, or so near 
so as to indicate that it was desirable to seek another site if possible. 

        With the idea of finding a site suitable for power development as well as storage, to 
reduce the total net cost by bringing the district back part of what it would have to expend, 
Galloway turned to the Merced River Canyon. Here he had a deep and narrow gorge, which 
would mean a high dam and a consequently high head of water. Moreover, the got away 
from the expensive canals for diverting the water several miles from the river and bringing it 
back across the river again; but he at once ran hard and fast against the fact that the 
Yosemite Valley Railroad occupied the canyon. He did not confine his investigations to Dry 
Creek and Exchequer alone. The Dry Creek project included smaller reservoirs on Burns Creek 
and another small creek south of the river; and he also investigated possible sites further up 
the river, even as far up as Little Yosemite. Weighing all his facts, he recommended the 
Exchequer site. He estimated that the total cost of the project, with this reservoir, including 
building the dam and power house, relocating the Yosemite Valley Railroad, purchasing the 
Crocker system or paralleling it, and extending and enlarging it to carry water to the whole 
district, would be about $14,500,000, and that from the sale of the power which could be 
developed the district should realize approximately $500,000 a year, enough to capitalize 
something over $8,000,000 of the total cost. 

        The board submitted Galloway's report to the State Bonding Commission as required 
under the law. The State engineer worked over his estimates. Henry Hawgood was employed 
by the district at the request of the Bonding Commission and the State engineer, one of the 
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commission's members, to make a special investigation and report on the matter of the 
relocation of the railroad. He made some reduction in Galloway's estimate of $3,000,000 for 
this item. The result of the Bonding Commission's investigation of the matter was that they 
recommended that a bond issue of $12,000,000 be what should be submitted to the people 
to vote on. The district put on a vigorous campaign for the bonds, and the $12,000,000 were 
voted on November 22, 1921, just three days short of two years after the district had been 
carried at the first election. A majority was required; the vote was 2027 for and 1146 against. 

        Meanwhile, on May 20, 1921, after a good deal of negotiating back and forth, the district 
had entered into a contract with the Crocker-Huffman Company for the purchase of their 
system of $2,250,000. 

        The job for which Galloway had been hired was finished. He had been paid $25,000 a 
year. The board now advertised for an engineer to carry on the construction work, and on 
January 3, 1922, employed Rex C. Starr, who had recently completed the Kerckhoff power 
dam on the San Joaquin for the San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation, as chief engineer of 
the district at a salary of $15,000 a year. On January 18, 1922, pursuant to the contract made 
the 20th of the preceding May, the district purchased the Crocker-Huffman system for 
$2,250,000. This included the canals and laterals, the diverting dam on the river, the small 
Lake Yosemite Reservoir, and the company's water rights. 

        Starr set vigorously to work. There was the canal system to enlarge and to extend to a 
region which had suddenly grown from about 50,000 acres to about 173,000, including the 
entire Planada and Le Grand sections in the new part besides a lot of land elsewhere. There 
were the dam and power plant to be designed. There was the railroad relocation survey to be 
made in final and detailed form, for both Galloway's and Hawgood's surveys had purposely 
been limited, as a matter of economy, to sufficient work to give such an idea as was needed 
for the purpose of the estimates. There were permits to be obtained from the federal power 
commission for the construction of the dam, by reason of the fact that some government 
land was to be flooded; and there was the approval of their engineers of the plans for the 
dam. 

        One change that had been made in Galloway's plans involved the canal to supply the 
Planada and Le Grand region. Galloway's plans contemplated that the water for these 
sections would not be run through the power plant at the foot of the dam, but would be 
diverted near the top of the dam and carried through a high line canal through a cut across a 
pass in the foothills and around at a height sufficient to command the whole eastern part of 
the district by gravity. During 1921 a committee from the Livingston section, which with the 
adoption of the Exchequer site for the reservoir had become hostile to the prosecution of the 
plans, appeared before the board of directors and asked that an engineer be employed to 
seek further with a view to finding out if some other reservoir site could not be found. This 
committee and those it represented had an idea that one might be found on Canal Creek in 
the vicinity of Amsterdam. Pursuant to their request the board employed E. C. Eaton, who had 
been an assistant of Galloway during the work of 1920. Eaton, as was to have been expected 
after the careful survey of the whole situation which Galloway had made, found no adequate 
new reservoir site, but he made a recommendation that the plans be so changed that the 
high line canal to the eastern part of the district would be eliminated, all of the water be run 
through the power plant, thus increasing the power developed, and the water for the Le 
Grand section be carried in the main canal to Lake Yosemite and thence through a canal as 
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high as practicable, and that the portions of the land which could not be reached otherwise 
be supplied with water by boosting it by large pumping plants situated in the country back of 
Planada. This modification was adopted. 

        Starr did no construction work on the dam, power house, or railroad—what had come to 
be designated as the upper works. He did, however, carry the canal system practically to 
completion. This was a big job in itself; but this actual construction work, part of which was 
done under contract and part under the direction of the district's engineers, was perhaps the 
least trying part of Starr's job. There was a tremendous lot of work in the matter of plans for 
the dam and power house. There were numerous and difficult negotiations with the Yosemite 
Valley Railroad Company with reference to the relocation, both as to engineering features 
and as to the compensation which the company was to receive from the district. The matter 
of the compensation was finally settled by a board of three arbitrators. 

        In February, 1923, W. D. Wagner resigned as manager of the district and E. V. Givens was 
elected director from Division Two in place of C. M. Cross. The opposition forces had waged a 
strong fight against Wagner, and among other things they had raised the cry of economy as 
to the $500 a month salary he received. The board, after the election of Givens, consisted of 
L. L. Burchell from Division One, who had held from the beginning; Givens from Division Two; 
C. E. Kocher from Division Three, who had also served from the beginning; George S. Bloss, Jr., 
from Division Four, who had succeeded Mrs. Matie Root Langdon, resigned; and Dr. C. L. 
Garvin, the third director from Division Five at Livingston, L. D. Love having been succeeded 
by L. E. Danley there, and Danley having afterwards been recalled and Dr. Garvin elected in 
his place. The board determined, in response to the cry for economy, to dispense with a 
manager, and Starr assumed the duties of that office for the time being in addition to those 
of engineer. The office of secretary, which Wagner had held as well as that of manager, was 
filled by the appointment of H. P. Sargent. 

        Starr was young and vigorous, and was a worker of the "high pressure" type. On the 
Kerckhoff job he had suffered something in the nature of a nervous breakdown, and the fear 
of a repetition of this appears to have haunted him now. He carried on his heavy duties, 
however, took a part in the civic and social life of the community, and bucked the difficulties 
presented by the opposition. The strain proved too much, and on May 2, 1923, the 
community was inexpressibly shocked to learn that his body had been found in the shallow 
water of one of the large new canals back of Planada, dead of a shot self-inflicted while he 
had been temporarily deranged. 

        Meanwhile, on May 3, 1922, pursuant to a clause between the district and the San 
Joaquin Light & Power Corporation, at a hearing at the superior court room in Merced 
presided over by Commissioners Stanley Benedict and Chester Rowell, the Railroad 
Commission had fixed the rate which the company was to pay the district for the hydro-
electric power at four and one-half mills per kilowatt-hour. While the construction of a dam 
of only partial height was under contemplation, later there was an agreement reached that 
this rate should in that case be slightly less; but with the full-height dam now being built, the 
rate as fixed by the commission stands, for a period of twenty years, with the option on the 
part of the district to renew it for twenty more. It may be said here that forty years is the 
period at which the last of the district bonds will be retired, the greater part of them maturing 
during the second twenty years after the creation of the district, according to a schedule 
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arranged to equalize the yearly burden of combined interest and sinking fund as nearly as 
practicable. 

        On May 14, 1923, the board appointed R. C. Starrett, who had been Starr's assistant, to 
be chief engineer, and on June 8 employed Thebo, Starr & Anderton, Starr's firm of 
construction engineers, as consulting engineers on the upper works. On July 10, 1923, the 
surveys of the railroad relocation having been theretofore completed in detail, and the 
arbitrators having finished their work, the district executed an agreement with the railroad 
company permitting the relocation to be made and prescribing the terms of settlement. 

        The board advertised for bids for the construction of the upper works, to be opened on 
August 3. When the bids were received, they were all considered too high, and the board 
rejected them all and ordered the work to proceed under the direction of Thebo, Starr & 
Anderton. Mr. Thebo and Mr. Anderton, the surviving members of the firm, were both 
personally on the job here. But there were objections raised to this. General Goethals, the 
builder of the Panama Canal, was here to look at the project, and there were people who 
wanted him to build the upper works. The matter so worked out that the board ordered only 
enough work done in the bottom of the river to clean it out to solid bottom and to pour 
concrete to a height such that the high water of the coming winter should not interrupt 
operations. This work was done along through the fall and early winter; the winter proved 
abnormally dry, so that there was no interruption from high water. With the completion of 
this start on the dam, Thebo and Anderton tendered their resignations; and on January 2, 
1924, the board appointed R. V. Meikle chief engineer and A. J. Wiley consulting engineer for 
the district. They had worked in the corresponding capacities on the construction of the Don 
Pedro project, and their record there inspired confidence. 

        The difficulties peculiar to this job had by this time been disposed of one by one. The 
Crocker-Huffman Company's system had been bought; the contract had been made with the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation for the sale of the power, and the price the district 
was to receive for it had been fixed; the railroad relocation survey had been completed; and 
the agreement had been reached with the railroad company as to the settlement between 
them and the district. 

        One other difficulty which has not been mentioned had been disposed of by the final 
definite selection of the Exchequer reservoir site. The Crocker-Huffman Land & Water 
Company, as has been said, had some years before the move for the present district had 
been started purchased something like 20,000 acres of low foothill range land constituting 
what came to be known as the Dry Creek reservoir site. 

        The price had been high—altogether too high for the value of the land as cattle range—
something like $700,000 in all, it is said. This had not been included in the purchase which the 
district had made from the company, for the Exchequer site had been chosen when that 
purchase was made. The company was naturally anxious to sell the Dry Creek site to the 
district. They did not quit without a struggle when J. D. Galloway recommended Exchequer; 
they employed engineers to make a showing to the board, if possible, in favor of Dry Creek. 
The engineer in charge was City Engineer O'Shaughnessy, of San Francisco. His report, 
agreeing with Galloway's preference for Exchequer, ended any overt attempt after that to sell 
Dry Creek to the district; but the Dry Creek site still served as a talking point to that phase of 

 243 



the opposition which centered upon the heavy expense of the railroad relocation at 
Exchequer. 

        Still another difficulty which for a considerable time threatened the peace at least, if not 
the further progress of the district, was what came to be known as the Crocker-Huffman 
Contract-Holders matter. When the district bought the Crocker-Huffman system, the 
company had outstanding, as has been said, contracts on something like 50,000 acres of 
land, to supply water until 1938, for which the holders had paid usually $10 or $20 an acre 
down, and under which they paid $1 or $2 an acre a year for the delivery of water through 
the canals. The question of what compensation these contract-holders were to receive for 
their rights proved one of the most troublesome which the district had to struggle with. There 
was no doubt in the minds of practically everybody in the district that these people had 
something of some material value, but the difficulty was to determine how much. The 
opposition seized upon the matter eagerly as a means of obstructing the progress of the 
work. On the other hand, there were a lot of the contract-holders who expressed a 
willingness to leave the settlement of the matter to the board of directors, and some even 
went so far as to offer to surrender their contract rights without any compensation. A so-
called "Crocker-Huffman Contract-Holders' Association" was formed, and Attorney Edward F. 
Treadwell, of San Francisco, former chief counsel for Miller & Lux, was retained on a largely 
contingent basis. A suit was filed against the district. The matter was later worked out on the 
basis that the district agree to pay the contract-holders $70,000 a year for seventeen years in 
settlement of their rights, leaving them of course, as was necessary, on the same basis as 
every other landowner in the district as to the payment of district assessments and rates. 
With this agreement the contract-holders' matter became quiescent, and has remained so 
ever since. 

        During some time preceding the employment of Engineers Meikle and Wiley, the 
question of the type of dam to be built at Exchequer had presented a good deal of difficulty. 
The board at one time decided on a multiple-arch type, but the federal engineers vetoed this 
on the ground that no such dam of that type had ever been built of anywhere near any such 
height as 300 feet. The gravity-arch type, similar to that at Don Pedro, was finally adopted 
and approved. 

        When this was accomplished, there remained for the new engineers only one major 
difficulty besides the actual engineering and construction. It had been realized, since the 
summer of 1923 at least, that the estimate of $12,000,000, and the bond issue voted on that 
estimate, were not going to be sufficient to complete the project. This was the first matter 
which the new engineers attacked. On February 1, 1924, they filed a report with the board 
recommending an additional bond issue of $3,250,000, thus carrying the total now estimated 
slightly over Galloway's original estimate. A petition for the election was circulated and filed 
with the board on March 4, 1924, and the election was called for the 31st of the same month. 
It was partly a sign of a new harmony which had been attained after a great deal of discord, 
that the bonds carried by between nine and ten for to one against. 

        An additional incentive was the fact that the district was by this time too far committed 
for even those who had formerly opposed it to see any way to go except forward. About 
$5,000,000 of the bonds had already been sold, $3,120,000 in the first block and $1,800,000 
in the second, on which in all there had been received a premium of a little over $100,000. 
The Crocker-Huffman system had been purchased for $2,250,000. Approximately $2,750,000 
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has now been expended on the lower works and about $328,000 on drainage, most of which 
was spent before the election. The point had nearly been reached where the income from the 
power would carry the remaining amount estimated to be necessary, and the people at this 
election showed no doubt that most of them wished to complete the system. 

        The problem of the sale of the remaining $9,010,000 of bonds was now the chief one 
before the board. After a good deal of negotiating with a number of bond houses, the bonds 
were sold on July 23, 1924, to a syndicate composed of about a dozen San Francisco and Los 
Angeles banks and bond houses, at a discount of four per cent below par; and the board let 
the contract for the railroad job to F. Rolandi of San Francisco, and the dam and power house 
to Bent Brothers of Los Angeles. The total cost of the railroad relocation, including 
engineering, rights of way, bridges, construction and everything else, estimated on the unit 
prices of the bid and with estimates for the bridges, is put at $3,836,271.69; of the dam and 
reservoir, on the unit bids for the estimated quantities, $3,878,120.59; and of the power plant, 
$1,097,613.44. The total cost, as now estimated or actually known, is put at slightly over 
$15,000,000. 

        The Merced Irrigation District Bond Syndicate, on September 20 and 21, 1924, sent a 
body of about 225 salesmen here. They inspected the completed Don Pedro Dam, as a basis 
for judging what the Exchequer Dam will look like when completed, and examined the 
Exchequer site and the work started there, and also traveled over the district and made an 
examination of the territory which constitutes the security for the bonds. The bonds were 
then put on the market at $102.50, and a considerable portion of them has been sold. F. 
Rolandi now has several hundred men at work on the railroad job, and the schedule calls for 
the completion of the railroad and bridges before the end of 1925. Bent Brothers have 
several hundred more at work on the dam and power plant. By the spring of 1926, the work is 
expected to be completed, and the railroad is to be out of the way in time to permit the 
reservoir to be filled during the winter of 1925 and 1926. The summer of 1926 will see storage 
water in use in the district. 

        The board of directors of the district at present consist of T. H. Scandrett, formerly 
chairman of the board of supervisors, who has succeeded L. L. Burchell from Division One by 
appointment; E. V. Givens, from Division Two; C. E. Kocher, the only remaining member of the 
original board, and chairman since the election of Givens in C. M. Cross's place in February, 
1923, from Division Three; George S. Bloss, Jr., from Division Four; and Dr. C. L. Garvin, from 
Division Five. 

        We have dealt at considerable length with the subject of irrigation from the Merced 
River. It would give an entirely wrong impression of the county if one were to conclude that 
other irrigation in the county had not been as extensive or more so than that from the 
Merced. Irrigation from the San Joaquin has been more extensive, in the county, than that 
from the Merced. However, the story of irrigation from the San Joaquin may fairly be said to 
lack the abundance of detail which there is in the story of irrigation from the Merced. It did 
not begin as early, although we have seen in the chapter on early days on the West Side that 
Henry Miller had completed his lower canal early in the seventies. Secondly, part of its story 
lies outside of the county. And thirdly, in no other irrigation undertaking touching the county 
has there been any struggle, involving a large number of Merced County people, to parallel 
the Merced Irrigation District story. 
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        Along about the time that the Crocker-Huffman canal and its Lake Yosemite reservoir 
were completed, towards the end of the eighties, all the other large tracts which are irrigated 
even to this day may fairly be said to have been also begun, at least, to be brought under 
irrigation. The Wright Irrigation Law had been passed; and on May 28, 1887, the Turlock 
Irrigation District was organized, one of the pioneer irrigation districts. It had years of costly 
litigation ahead of it, with consequent grievous delays in getting water to the land, but it was 
organized. A glance at the map will show that a very large part of that portion of Merced 
County between the Merced River and the Stanislaus line and between the San Joaquin River 
and the Santa Fe is covered by the canals of this district. The greater part of the district of 
course lies in Stanislaus County. Its headquarters are at Turlock in that county. But the whole 
of the intensive settlements of the Hilmar and Irwin, Riverside, and Delhi regions in Merced 
County are made possible by the waters which the Turlock Irrigation District brings from the 
Tuolumne. The story of the Turlock Irrigation District in detail belongs rather to Stanislaus 
than to Merced County, however, for while a very large acreage in Merced County partakes of 
its waters, the struggle for its establishment was broadly speaking a Stanislaus matter. 

        While the Turlock District was getting organized, and the Crocker-Huffman canal system 
was drawing towards completion, another large irrigation movement was under way on the 
East Side of Merced County. On November 30, 1886, James J. Stevinson filed on 300 cubic 
feet per second of the water of the San Joaquin River. His notices stated that he intended to 
construct a canal to convey this water to his "present residence on the Merced River. Said 
canal to begin at a point where the slough leaves the San Joaquin River, and thence in a 
northerly and northwesterly direction along the most feasible route to the terminus. Said 
canal to be not less than forty (40) feet wide on the bottom and not less than four (4) feet 
deep. Said water to be used for irrigation purposes." There is an affidavit of John W. Bost 
attached, that he posted a copy of the notice at the proposed head of the canal on the San 
Joaquin on November 27, 1886. On November 30 the notice was recorded at General Bost's 
request. 

        A year later two notices of much larger appropriations were posted, one on November 3, 
1887, by J. J. Stevinson and John W. Bost, claiming 3,456,000 cubic inches under  pressure of 
four inches for irrigation, navigation and domestic and manufacturing purposes. It 
contemplated a canal sixty feet on the bottom, seventy-five feet on top, and seven feet deep. 
The proposed point of diversion was on the right or east bank of the San Joaquin about six 
miles below the bridge at Firebaugh. The third notice, dad November 17, 1887, and recorded 
on November 25, was by James J. Stevinson, John W. Bost, and John W. Mitchell. It was for 
the appropriation of 3,450,000 inches, under a pressure of four inches, for the same place of 
use and the same-sized canal as in the preceding notice. The point of diversion was on the 
north or right bank of the San Joaquin near the head of a large slough and near and above 
the line dividing Ranges 16 and 17, Township 12 South, M. D. M., and in the County of Fresno. 

        It is interesting to consider these quantities of water as here specified. One cannot 
escape the conclusion that someone was confused by the various units. The first notice, with 
its 300 cubic feet per second, is obviously correct, but the addition in the notice that it is to be 
under a six-inch pressure shows that the person who drew the notice was more familiar with 
the miner's inch than with the unit he was here using. The second calls for a flow of 3,456,000 
cubic inches under a pressure of four inches. If this was meant for miner's inches, it would, 
since one cubic foot per second is equal to forty miner's inches, be equal to 83,200 cubic feet 
per second, rather more water than the average flow of all the rivers of the Sacramento and 

 246 



San Joaquin Valleys together. The third notice calls for 3,450,000 inches (it does not say cubic) 
under a four-inch pressure. Because of the extremely large number of inches called for, and 
the extremely large quantity of water it would mean if we take it to be miner's inches, and 
from the further fact that 3,456,000 cubic inches is exactly 2000 cubic feet, and considering 
further the size of canal designated, there is no practical doubt that the second and third 
notices meant cubic inches per second—as one of the notices says—in short, that the second 
and third notices called for exactly or approximately 2000 cubic feet per second. 

        In the Merced Express of November 12, 1887, we find the following very comprehensive 
summing up of the irrigation projects of the county, for which clearly we are indebted to the 
civic pride which led Editor J. A. Norvell to draw comparisons between Merced and Fresno 
Counties which were more or less odious to the latter: 

        "Merced County.—Whenever a rise comes in the Merced and San Joaquin rivers, Merced 
County will have with the present facilities an area of irrigated land equal to the actual area 
of the land under permanent irrigation in Fresno County. When the contemplated canal on 
the East Side of the San Joaquin, from Firebaugh's in Fresno County to the land of Judge C. H. 
Marks west of Livingston in Merced County, is completed, then the area of land will exceed 
any possible acreage of agricultural land that ever can be placed under permanent 
cultivation in either Fresno or Stanislaus counties. Under the direction of General Bost, the 
Mitchell and Stevenson (so it was spelled) canal is now about completed. This canal is 
intended to water about 45,000 acres of the deep rich soil near the course of the San Joaquin 
south of its junction with the Merced. This land is mostly owned by John Mitchell and Colonel 
Stevenson, and the canal has been completed quietly and expeditiously at their expense. The 
Merced River canal and reservoir east of Merced will water a very large area of Merced plains 
in the vicinity of this town. The main canal of this enterprise is completed. The reservoir will be 
finished in a few weeks, and the fortunate owners of water rights from this source will be able 
to turn an unlimited supply of water out on their lands whenever the first storm in the Sierras 
sends a winter freshet down the Merced. 

        "The West Side Canal has been in successful operation for a number of years. This 
carries a large volume of water from the San Joaquin below Firebaugh's clear through 
Merced County down to points in Stanislaus below Hill's Ferry. Except at Badger Flat and 
Cottonwood, most of the land irrigated is owned by Miller & Lux. By the agency of this canal 
this firm has transformed a region originally affording only a scanty and uncertain pasture 
into the best grazing farm and most productive region in the State. The whole of the Merced 
River bottom is already watered by numerous canals that carry abundance of water at all 
stages of the river. 

        "General Bost is authority for the statement that the new East Side Canal will be 
commenced forthwith and completed within a year. He surprised the community by 
completing his last task before half the folks in town knew there was a canal building near 
Dover. We believe the Merced Express is warranted in stating that within one year from the 
date of this issue, Merced will have one-third more land under permanent irrigation than 
Fresno has now or ever can possibly supply with water for agricultural purposes." 

        In the "Mitchell and Stevenson canal" which "is now about completed" we recognize the 
present East Side Canal & Irrigation Company's canal, more commonly known as the East 
Side Canal or the Stevinson Canal. The "new East Side Canal," the "contemplated canal on the 
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East Side of the San Joaquin, from Firebaugh's . . . to the land of Judge C. H. Marks," on the 
contrary, was a project which was fated never to become a reality. What the reasons were 
which prevented the carrying out of this undertaking, which when Mr. Norvell wrote the 
editorial just quoted, in November, 1887, seems to have been regarded as something which 
would be carried out in the immediate future, we cannot inquire fully here. We know that 
there has been a long series of water lawsuits between the Miller & Lux interests on the one 
hand and the Stevinson interests on the other, regarding the waters of the San Joaquin River. 
Whether in these alone we find the reason why this "new East Side Canal," larger and more 
ambitious than the one that was built, was to remain only a canal on paper, or whether other 
reasons (difficulties of financing, less favorable results than had been expected on some of 
the land from irrigation, or what not) were either wholly or in part responsible—these are 
interesting questions, but properly to write the history of them would require a book in itself; 
they can only be asked here. 

        The greatest irrigation project of all those which touch Merced County is one which is 
now in progress of being worked out, and which is accurately described by its name of San 
Joaquin River Water Storage District. The history leading up to this district includes the stories 
of the Stevinson canal, of the Miller & Lux canals (including several others besides the San 
Joaquin & Kings River Canal & Irrigation Company), and several which came in quite recent 
years and will be noticed later. In the chapter on Early Days on the West Side the 
construction of the first Miller & Lux canal has been noticed. The second, or so-called upper 
canal, was constructed shortly after the Crocker-Huffman canal, and shortly after the 
organization of the Turlock District and the work which we have just read of on the Stevinson 
canal by General Bost. It was about 1889 that the upper canal was completed, and with its 
completion there was somewhere about 200,000 acres under canal on the West Side of 
Merced County. 

        The San Joaquin, unlike the Merced, has a long course through the level valley lands, and 
thence arose many complications of water rights. The lawsuits between the Miller & Lux and 
Stevinson interests have already been mentioned, and they were by no means the only ones 
having the waters of the San Joaquin as their subject. 

        Contemporary with the organization of the Merced Irrigation District in 1919, the 
organization of the Madera Irrigation District was effected. They held their election a short 
time before Merced held hers. The proposed district was to embrace about 300,000 acres, 
and the plan involved the building of an immense storage reservoir at Friant, where the San 
Joaquin comes out of the hills into the plains. Their project called for a bond issue of 
$28,000,000, in a country materially less developed than the Merced District territory. They 
carried the bond issue by the remarkable vote of 3100 for to 25 votes against. Miller & Lux 
had a lot of land in the district, and also of course had large water rights on the river. They 
brought suits against the district on the grounds that its assessments would amount to 
confiscation of the corporation's lands in the district, and that the taking of water which the 
district proposed would deprive them of their water rights. 

        Meanwhile a movement was on foot on the West Side of Merced County, carried on 
largely by the farm centers, to organize an irrigation district under the Wright Act to embrace 
about 208,000 acres, for the most part in this county, and to be called the West Joaquin 
Irrigation District. 
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        Negotiations between Miller & Lux on the one side and the Madera and West Joaquin 
Districts on the other have resulted in the two districts being dropped, or rather merged with 
other land in the great San Joaquin River Water Storage District, to embrace about 540,000 
acres in Madera, Fresno, Merced, and Stanislaus Counties, with a board of directors chosen in 
part by Miller & Lux and in part by the people. Included in the district also is the Stevinson 
land on the East Side of the river. 

        The act under which this great district is proceeding provides for appraisals of the 
properties of the various concerns and districts which are to be included, and for the 
submission of these estimates and appraisals to the State engineer and his acceptance or 
rejection of them within sixty days. The appraisals were completed during April of the present 
year. A summary of them is as follows: 

  

Miller & Lux, Inc.:  

Physical Properties: 
        Canals $ 820,900 
        Drains 701,900 
Water Rights: 
        Grass Lands  4,628,000 
        Seepage Water  334,000 
San Luis Canal Company : 
    Physical Properties: Canals 1,362,000 
Firebaugh System: 
    Canals and Pumping Plants 509,100 
    Water Rights 263,000 
San Joaquin & Kings River Canal & Irrigation Company: 
    Canals 2,810,400 
    Water Rights 2,421,000 
Chowchilla Farms, Inc.: 
    Blythe Canal: Physical Property, Water Right 172,750  
Chowchilla Canal: 
    Physical Property 153,500 
    Water Rights 289,600 
East Side Canal & Irrigation Company: 
    Physical Property and Water Rights 404,300 
Gravelly Ford Canal : 
    Inchoate Water Right 157,000 
Sullivan's Ditch  10,700 
Damage to Riparian Lands 1,027,000
                Total  $16,065,150 
Power Plant  2,000,000 
Dam and Reservoir  6,450,000 
Distribution System and Other Expenses 8,484,850 

        (This last figure secured by deducting other items from $33,000,000. Detail to appear in 
final report.) 
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        The report shows a total of 548,550 acres, of which 415,300 is intended to be included in 
the project for immediate work and 130,200 acres deferred. The total of 548,500 acres is 
made up of: Madera, 183,700; River, 46,800; Stevinson, 20,000; Slough, 11,900; Canal, 
including Central and West Side, 179,000; Firebaugh, 53,200; Ortigalita, 25,900; Santa Nella, 
8400; Quinto, 5300; Outside Extension, 14,300. There is $4,600,000 included for irrigation 
works in Madera, and nearly $1,500,000 for other irrigation works, about half of which is for 
outside enlargements, and for drainage, the need of which was one of the main reasons 
which led the farm centers of the West Side to move to organize the West Side District; there 
is $840,800 for the Central and West Side divisions, and $104,800 for the Stevinson. 

        The directors of the big San Joaquin River Water Storage District are J. Leroy Nickel Sr., J. 
Leroy Nickel Jr., D. B. Harris, A. O. Robertson, W. E. Bunker, J. F. Clyne, Charles G. Murray, 
George Boles, and W. A. Sutherland. 

        The attorneys have worked out the priorities of the various water rights, a matter of no 
small difficulty. The engineers have worked out an estimate of the cost per acre to the 
various sections included in the district, as follows: For the present West Side irrigated 
territory, both old and new canal territory, about $56.25 an acre; for the additional territory 
outside the canal, northern section, $93.50; for the Quinto section, $93.70; for the Stevinson 
district, $63.75; for the Firebaugh district, $86.00; for the Madera district, $74.25. 

        Modifications in the above cost figures made before submission to the surveyor general 
call for a total cost of $31,497,561.48, divided into two parts. In the first part are included 
property and water rights to be bought: Water rights, $9,738,350; physical properties, 
$5,911,100; miscellaneous properties, $322,610.46. In the second part, for works to be built, 
are included: Irrigation works, $6,215,310.31; drainage work, $1,220,354.71; storage works, 
$6,073,836; power works, $2,016,000. Total for first part, $15,972,060.46; second part, 
$15,525,501.02. Total, $31,497,561.48. 

        Within a day or two of the time when this is being written, comes a report that the 
surveyor general has disapproved the project as reported to him. How serious a set-back this 
may prove, it is impossible to say. It is the purpose of that portion of the storage district act 
which provides for this submission to the surveyor general, to have him pass upon the 
feasibility of the project from an engineering and a financial point of view. The fact that there 
is here a vast area of land which can benefit from irrigation, and the second fact that there is 
in the San Joaquin River a large supply of water to irrigate it with, make it certain that a way 
will be worked out to apply the water to the land. After the long years of litigation which have 
marked the earlier history of the various conflicting claims to the water of the river, there is a 
great deal of hope for an amicable solution of the matter in the fact that the San Joaquin 
River Water Storage District has been formed; it is the first attempt of any magnitude to work 
out the problem as a whole. It may be said here that it is not proposed to attempt to do away 
with rights which have long existed. The priorities, as stated above, have been worked out, 
and the plan contemplates simply providing new storage water in addition to the old flow of 
the river water for which the various rights have attached, keeping the priorities alive and 
effective when the water has fallen each season to the flow of the river, or in case of seasons 
of unusually light rainfall, if such occur, when no water has been stored. 

        This is the up-to-the-minute news of irrigation in the county. By way of contrast, and 
bearing somewhat upon the question of claims to be the earliest irrigator, this quotation from 
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the Merced Express of February 19, 1887, carries us back more than three-quarters of a 
century to what must have been one of the earliest, if not the very earliest, of irrigation 
projects for the county. The article does not show the source of Mr. Norvell's information 
upon a matter which was already something like ancient history when he wrote. We give it as 
it stands: 

        "Fremont's Farm.—Colonel Fremont formerly owned several leagues of land in the vicinity 
of Plainsburg. Believing the mining regions of Mariposa to be more valuable, he floated his 
grant up there. While the Pathfinder held forth on the plains, he had a canal surveyed from 
the Merced River to his agricultural domain. If Fremont had carried out his original ideas, all 
this part of the San Joaquin Valley would have been populous twenty years ago. The original 
Fremont tract is all under cultivation now, producing unfailing crops of the best grain shipped 
from Merced County." 

        It is interesting to see how from even the beginning of the grain-farming days men were 
thinking and planning irrigation—Henry Miller on the West Side, and on the East Side such 
grain-farmers as C. H. Huffman and John W. Mitchell, and such engineers as William G. Collier 
and John W. Bost. The end of the grain-farming may be said to have been in sight from its 
very beginning; and now, while there is still some grain raised in the county, and a 
considerable number of grain-raisers can be named on both the East Side and the West, the 
industry is yielding more rapidly to intensive farming than the stock-raising which the grain, 
we are accustomed to say off-hand, so thoroughly displaced. It did not do away with it, 
though it did largely displace it from the level lands, except for the Miller & Lux ranches, and 
sent it back to the beginning of the foothills and to the grass lands along the San Joaquin. 
The county today is a great cattle county, though it is no longer a great grain county. As of 
January 1, 1924, it was credited with 42,000 dairy cattle, 86,000 stock cattle, 72,000 sheep, 
and thirty odd thousand hogs. In number of dairy cattle it was exceeded among the counties 
of the State only by Stanislaus; in number of stock cattle, only by Kern. This very large cattle 
industry needs to be emphasized before we pass on to the newer intensive farming which 
flourishes, for the most part, in two broad belts lying adjacent to the railroads on the West 
and East Sides, and extending up and down the Merced. 

        Notable agricultural products of the county today include figs, grapes, peaches, apricots 
and a variety of other fruits, sweet potatoes, tomatoes, cantaloupes, alfalfa, dairy products, 
cattle, sheep, and hogs, and their products, and barley still to a considerable extent. During 
the present spring some activity is being set afoot to encourage the raising of cotton in this 
county as well as others of the San Joaquin Valley. Along with the growth of intensive 
farming, the towns are growing. The county has a farm bureau with sixteen centers, and the 
Merced Chamber of Commerce has this spring been succeeded by the Merced County 
Chamber of Commerce. It is not inappropriate to mention these agencies here, for they have 
grown out of intensive settlement, and intensive settlement has followed and is following the 
development of irrigation. 

 251 



CHAPTER XXII 

TOWNS AND SUBDIVISIONS 

  

        The building of towns from a very early, and the establishment of subdivisions from a 
somewhat later period, have served to mark the course of the county's growth; and what is 
given here is intended as a use of towns and subdivisions as such landmarks rather than for 
the sake of the individual histories of the smaller units themselves. 

        The first group of towns may be said to have consisted of Snelling, Merced Falls, and 
Hopeton, the latter called Forlorn Hope in its earlier days, three little villages along the 
Merced River bottom. 

        By reason of the fact that Snelling was the county seat and had the newspaper, a good 
deal more has been preserved about it than about the other two. We know that John M. 
Montgomery, Col. Samuel Scott, and Dr. David Wallace Lewis established it in the spring or 
early summer of 1851, and that the start was a house of entertainment, at first a brush tent, 
but soon replaced by a more permanent structure. The Snelling family came in the fall of 
1851 and bought the place and ran the hotel. The place continued to be called Snelling's 
Ranch for some years; it was "Snelling's Ranch" which won out in the election to choose a 
county seat in the fall of 1855, and the name Snelling's, with the apostrophe and "s," is still 
used by oldtimers. It was Charles V. Snelling who deeded to the county the site for the first 
court house and jail. As we should expect, Snelling led all other towns of the county in the 
matter of having a map filed. A blueprint copy in the recorder's office shows that the original 
map was filed in the office of the county clerk on November 24, 1856, and that there was a 
recording in the recorder's office at the request of Peter Sharer on September 23, 1869, in 
Book C of Deeds at page 590. 

        There is a map of the "Town of Hopeton," recorded at the request of E. Eagleson on April 
2, 1870. This of course was long after the founding of the town under the name of Forlorn 
Hope. The early name suggests that it was bestowed by a miner who probably realized that 
he was too far from the hills; the streets shown on the map suggest somewhat one of the 
New England Congregation-founded villages. Broad Street paralleled the river, and crossing it 
were Campbell, Wesley, Salem, Center, and East. The early presence of Elder D. McSwain, of 
the Christian denomination, and the fact that in the early papers we read of the reproach of 
Snelling in that Forlorn Hope had two churches while she had none, indicate that this was the 
nearest to a Congregation-founded town of any that Merced County had, unless it be Hilmar, 
sixty years later. 

        Merced Falls, like Forlorn Hope, could not cope with the county seat in the way of 
publicity. The county seat, with its newspapers and their civic pride, early laid claim to be the 
earliest settlement in the county and has pretty consistently stuck to its claim ever since—
referring to the arrival of Montgomery and Scott in the fall of 1849 and not to the building of 
the brush tent in the spring of 1851. There is a strong probability, however, that there was 
something in way of settlement near Merced Falls earlier. We read of Judge Robertson 
arriving in January, 1850, at "the old California ferry," about where Young's Ferry afterwards 
was, and remaining there several months. The mines were well on their way by the fall of 
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1849, and it is very likely that there was some sort of settlement where the travel to them 
crossed the Merced; perhaps not yet a ferry, but even a ford would probably mean stopping-
place enough so that some one would have settled there. There seems never to have been a 
map of Merced Falls recorded. 

        Following these three, and preceding the Central Pacific Railroad, came Dover and 
Plainsburg. There is a map of Dover recorded at the request of A. C. Hill, March 9, 1869. It is 
shown located on the northeast quarter of Section 26, Township 7 South, Range 10 East. It 
was on the east bank of the San Joaquin, a half mile or a little more below where John 
Dugain's house is today. There were Front, First, Second, and Third Streets, paralleling the 
river, and Olive, Vine, Hill, Pine, and Pike crossing them. The names of a few owners are given: 
Simpson & Scott, Simpson, Soper, and Wilkerson. There were sixteen blocks and an odd piece 
next to the river, probably where the boat-landing was; it was Simpson & Scott's. H. B. Jolley 
made the survey. The whole map was started off from a stone 150 feet from the river; and 
the title men will tell you that the location of this stone, and therefore the exact location of 
the whole town, is now uncertain. Joseph Heacox remembers that the hotel and stable there 
were moved up the river to Dickenson's Ferry, or Chester, as the post office was named, after 
Dovers short-lived glory had departed. It is doubtful if a careful search at the site of Dover 
now would reveal any trace beyond a few remaining marks of excavation. 

        Chester, we may remark here, owed its existence not to traffic which sought to follow the 
river, but to such as wanted to cross it. It was a point on the old road between the East and 
West Sides. Its name was obtained from a part of George Winchester Dickenson's middle 
name, and in its prime it boasted a hotel and stable, a post office, and the ferry. 

        We have read of the beginnings of Plainsburg in the late sixties, when the influx of grain-
growers had begun. The place was formerly designated as Welch's Store; it was so 
designated on the new mail route established in 1868 from Stockton by way of the towns on 
the lower Tuolumne, where the grain-growing began a year or so earlier than in Merced 
County, and so on through "Hopetown" and Snelling, and by P. Y. Welch's store on Mariposa 
Creek and Appling's store on the Chowchilla, to Millerton. In the next year, 1869, Farley's hotel 
was established and the name Plainsburg was applied to the place, and there were soon two 
stores, two blacksmith shops, and other business establishments. 

        To employ an Irish bull the only map of Plainsburg there is of record is a map of Athlone. 
It was surveyed by James T. Stratton on April 16, 1873, and recorded on December 2, 1874, 
and apparently marks one of the steps in the unsuccessful attempt to move Plainsburg over 
to the Central Pacific shortly after the railroad was built. Jefferson Price recalls that his father 
bought a warehouse from one of the merchants in Plainsburg along about this time, and how 
the merchant wished he had it back when the expected move did not take place. And we find 
an item in the Argus also which prophesies that in six months Plainsburg will be all moved 
over to the railroad. Like some of the other prophecies of the Argus about other towns, this 
one proved inaccurate—signifying, not necessarily that Steele was such a bad prophet, but 
that he was prophesying in a pretty uncertain field. 

        The "Town of Plainsburg" shown on this map contains twelve blocks 300 by 400 feet, 
each containing 16 lots 50 by 150 feet like those in Merced, but with no alleys; and with 80-
foot streets, also like Merced. There are four blocks west of the railroads and eight east of it; 
and on each side of the railroad there is a 220-foot reservation besides the 80-foot street. 
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        The town of Merced was first formally opened with the sale of lots on February 8, 1872. 
The name "Merced" was first applied to the town in its present location on the railroad. There 
was, however, a small predecessor a mile or two down Bear Creek before the railroad came. 
Goldman's store was located there before it was moved to Merced. There was a blacksmith 
shop, and also a saloon. Steele records first learning about the embryo town in 1871, on a trip 
when he got several new subscribers there. It seems at that time to have had no more 
definite name than "Bear Creek," which designation was applied to the whole region up and 
down for several miles. It was absorbed by the new town on the railroad when that was 
established. 

        Merced was a railroad town, but the land on which it was built was not originally railroad 
land. The original patentees of the four sections of land which the town occupies the greater 
part of were John M. Montgomery, Warner Oliver, Joseph F. Goodale, William P. Fowler, and 
Job Wheat. Montgomery was six years earlier than the next comer; he patented 240 acres 
lying along Bear Creek in 1862. 

        To outline the situation briefly, Merced occupies the greater part of four sections lying in 
a square two miles on a side. These are sections 24 and 25 in Township 7 South, Range 13 
East; and directly east of them, Sections 19 and 30 in Township 7 South, Range 14 East. The 
town is laid out with its streets respectively parallel and at right angles to the Central Pacific 
tracks, and at such an angle to the section lines that the railroad and the streets parallel to it 
run 24° 40' south of east as one goes towards Fresno, or slightly more than a quarter of a 
right angle. The section corner common to the four sections is located not far from the 
southwesterly corner of Lot 11 in Block 165; that is, about 100 feet east of O Street on the 
north side of Seventeenth. The north and south section line through the middle of our two-
mile square passes from the road corner at the Catholic cemetery northward through this 
point, and about three-quarters of a mile further north crosses Bear Creek at approximately 
the Y. V. crossing on R Street. The east and west line from the central point going east cuts G 
Street about 100 feet south of Twenty-first Street, and going west strikes into the British 
Colony Road at the western edge of town. 

        Warner Oliver wasp the patentee of the two southerly sections, 25 and 30, of the south 
one-half of the northeast section, 19, and of the south one-fourth of the northwest section, 
24. His patents were all dated 1868. 

        William P. Fowler patented the northeast quarter of Section 19 in 1868. The southwest 
corner of this quarter-section is roughly near James Ryan's residence at Twenty-sixth and L 
Streets and the quarter includes the part of the town east and north of that point, but lies for 
the greater part on the north side of Bear Creek. 

The south half of the southwest quarter of this same Section 19, reaching a half-mile in 
length and a quarter in width, practically all on the south side of Bear Creek, approximately 
from the Huffman mansion to the Y. V. crossing, was patented by Job Wheat in 1872. 

        On west in Section 24, Joseph F. Goodale, Wheat's brother-in-law, had the eighty directly 
west of Wheat's, also the next eighty south, and also the west forty of the next eighty north. 
This last forty is for the most part north of Bear Creek. All of this, except his southeasterly 
forty acres, Goodale patented in 1872; the southeasterly forty he patented in 1868. 
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        Montgomery had the forty upstream and the one downstream from Goodale's northerly 
forty, and also had the hundred and sixty square directly west of Goodale's hundred and sixty 
square. Montgomery certainly, and Goodale presumably, had taken the land chiefly for the 
water-holes. Montgomery's land lay on both sides of Bear Creek from the Central Pacific, 
approximately up the Santa Fe; and from the Santa Fe crossing. up to the Y. V., Goodale had 
the first quarter of a mile and Montgomery the second. 

        In 1868 Goodale deeded his southeast forty to Wheat; in May, 1871, Wheat deeded it 
back and also deeded Goodale his original eighty. In the same month, on the 26th, Warner 
Oliver and Deborah, his wife, deeded all their land to the Contract and Finance Company at a 
consideration of .$22,960. On June 6, 1871, W. P. Fowler and Fannie A., his wife, deeded the 
portion of the northeast quarter of 19 south of Bear Creek, about twenty acres, to Charles 
Henry Huffman; and on the same day Huffman took a deed from Goodale and Martha, his 
wife, to all their lands mentioned that lie south of Bear Creek, and also a forty north of the 
creek. Huffman bought this Goodale land for $8350. On August 1, 1871, he conveyed all of it 
except the forty north of the creek to the Contract and Finance Company for $7150. On 
January 17, 1872, J. M. Montgomery conveyed to the Contract and Finance Company his 
land in Section 24 lying south of Bear Creek. One dollar is the consideration mentioned. On 
August 4, 1873, Huffman conveyed to the Contract and Finance Company the twenty acres 
he had bought from Fowler. On October 26, 1875, the Contract and Finance Company 
conveyed to Charles Crocker all of the four sections "south of Bear Creek, 1525 acres, 
including the town site of the town of Merced, except the lots therein heretofore sold and 
conveyed by the party of the first part." The Contract and Finance Company was 
disincorporated the following day, and on April 27, 1876, E. W. Hopkins, E. T. Miller, and Jas. O. 
B. Gunn, as trustees, and in accordance with the order of dissolution, executed a deed to 
Charles Crocker to convey the same lands as the last one, to correct errors in the latter. 

        The first map of Merced was the "official map of Town of Merced, Merced County, Cal., on 
line of San Joaquin Division, Central Pacific Railroad" recorded at the request of H. B. Underhill 
on February 10, 1872, in Book F of Deeds at page 400. It embraced only the part of the town 
from Twelfth to Twenty-third Streets and from H to R. 

        The next map was that one recorded in Volume X of Deeds at page 540 "at the request 
of Charles Crocker per C. H. Huffman," May 7, 1885. It was filed in the clerk's office the 
preceding December as shown by the endorsement: "Filed Dec. 22, 1884. J. H. Simonson, 
Clerk per A. Zirker, Dep. Clerk." It embraced the territory from Eleventh to Twenty-eighth 
Streets, and from G to R inclusive. 

        The next, embracing the same territory and entitled "Supplemental Map to Town of 
Merced," was recorded March 4, 1889, at the request of Wells Fargo & Company. This was 
just about the time of the calling of the election on the incorporation of Merced as a city of 
the sixth class. 

        A "Map of the City of Merced and Subdivisions of Adjoining Acreage Property, . . ." 
resurveyed in June, 1897, by L. D. Norton, and certified by the Pacific Improvement Company, 
H. E. Huntington, president, F. S. Douty, secretary, on December 10, 1897, was recorded on 
May 15, 1901. It includes all of the four sections south of Bear Creek except the triangle east 
of G Street and north of the Central Pacific. 
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        The last map of Merced was the one recorded on August 23, 1912, in connection with a 
proceeding to perpetuate the testimony of M. D. Wood and others. It is accompanied by an 
affidavit by Mr. Wood to the effect that when he was county assessor, during the years 1886 
to 1890, there was in the assessor's office a map known as the "Official Map of the City of 
Merced," and that this map is a true copy. 

        It was on March 6, 1889, that the board of supervisors, in response to a petition filed for 
the purpose, called the election to incorporate Merced as a city of the sixth class. The election 
was held on March 30, and the votes were canvassed on April 1. There were 300 votes for 
and 59 against. The first board of trustees, elected at the same election, consisted of M. D. 
Wood, E. T. Dixon, W. L. Silman, J. R. Jones, and W. H. Turner. H. L. Rapelje was elected city 
marshal; M. S. Huffman, city treasurer; and J. O. Blackburn, city clerk. 

        Livingston was evidently named for the African explorer. We find it spelled with the final 
"e" in the early mention, when it was a candidate for the county seat in the latter part of 
1872. Its first name, however, was Cressey, bestowed for the large landowner and grain 
farmer of that well-known name, whose ranch was extensive enough so that his name was 
afterwards applied to the present Cressey on the Santa Fe. E. J. Olds built a hotel in the first 
Cressey in its earliest days. A man named W. J. Little was postmaster and owned some land 
there; and as he was not in favor of the name of another landowner for the town, he 
succeeded in having it changed to a name of his choosing, "Livingstone," from which the final 
"e" was soon dropped. 

        The map of the town of Livingston was recorded in Book Y of Deeds at page 121, on 
December 4, 1872; the date indicates that the surveying was in all probability a part of the 
campaign to make the town the county seat. 

        With this we come to the last of the towns which may be fairly classed as early towns. 
One exception, however, should be noted, a place that has been mentioned in another 
chapter, and that never attained to the dignity of much more than a postoffice. This was the 
Union Postoffice, out on Mariposa Creek near the Mariposa county line, kept by P. B. Bennett 
in the early days of the travel on the Stockton and Fort Miller Road. 

        The oldest of what should perhaps be called the new towns is Atwater. The earliest map 
of Atwater was recorded on March 15, 1888, with the approval of Ella Stone Bloss, George S. 
Bloss, and the Merced Land & Fruit Company, by H. N. Rucker, president, endorsed upon it. It 
was filed at the request of J. F. McSwain & Company. The date of this map is significant; it 
was the year of the completion of the Lake Yosemite reservoir, the last step in the building of 
the Crocker-Huffman Land & Water Company's irrigation system, the fruition of the dreams 
of William G. Collier and his associates of the Robla Canal Company, and their successors of 
the Farmers' Canal Company, whose earlier work had been brought to completion by the 
ability and energy of C. H. Huffman, backed by the capital of Charles Crocker. 

        To return to Atwater, the town was laid out about 1888 by the Merced Land & Fruit 
Company. They held an auction in Merced and sold lots in the new town. The original town 
lay all south of the Central Pacific tracks, in the portion of the present town where the 
packing plants and canneries now are. Mr. George S. Bloss, Sr., arrived in 1884. At that time 
there were only three buildings where the town now stands. The chief of these was a grain 
warehouse; the others were a little station and a dwelling-house. There was a family living in 
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the warehouse; Mr. Bloss moved into the dwelling-house. With the station or depot was 
combined a general store and a post office. This is said to have been the first building built in 
the town. It was owned and operated by John Giddings. 

        The site of Atwater was originally a part of the huge 117,000-acre ranch of J. W. Mitchell, 
which included all of the later Dallas, Bloss, and Crane Ranches. Grain-farming was of course 
the main business of the whole region. Wheat was raised on the heavier lands, rye on the 
lighter and sandier soil. Barley was also raised. M. D. Atwater, for whom the town is named, 
farmed here for a good many years, on part of J. W. Mitchell's land, and later on 6000 acres 
belonging to Stewart, Newell, and a third man. While farming the Mitchell land, he lived about 
a mile west of where the town is. The 6000 acres which he farmed later was located north of 
town, extending down from about the present site of Winton to the highway and Central 
Pacific about where the Fruitland road turns off. Mr. Atwater afterwards retired to the ranch 
east of town now owned by his widow, Mrs. Laura Atwater, and his son-in-law, F. W. 
Henderson. Two young men named Mix and Bruen, the former a nephew of Mr. Atwater, 
farmed the 6000 acres for several years during the eighties. 

        Even as early as 1884 there had been small beginnings made in fruit-raising. There was 
a considerable orchard on the Buhach Ranch, besides large plantings of the plant from which 
the insect powder buhach was made. Supervisor Frank Pebley's father had an orchard north 
of the Central Pacific about opposite Buhach Station. Two retired school teachers had about 
80 acres each between there and Atwater, north of the State Highway about where the 
Shaffer Road leaves the highway. One of these was G. D. Smith; the other was the father of C. 
C. Boynton. In 1888, the year when the Merced Land & Fruit Company laid out the town site, 
they also planted the first vineyard, the one now known as the Giannini vineyard. C. C. 
Mitchell, brother of J. W. Mitchell, came in 1884. He bought 280 acres and built the house 
where Charles Osborn later lived. About 1890 he planted a peach orchard. About 1891 J. W. 
Mitchell planted what was later known as the Sierra Vista Vineyard—about 300 acres. 

        The Fin de Siecle Investment Company's Addition to the Town of Atwater, five blocks long 
by half a block deep, on the north side of the railroad, was made about 1899. Mr. Bloss 
bought 36 acres of acreage and twenty lots 25 by 115 feet each, from the Fin de Siecle 
Company, and from this he has made three additions to the town as its growth warranted it. 
The first was made in 1904 or 1905, the last in 1921. The Sierra Vista Company have also 
made three additions. J. B. Osborn bought out John Giddings, the keeper of the first store. 
Later he purchased a lot on the main corner of the town from the Fin de Siecle Investment 
Company, and about 1897 he built a store building on it. At that time there were about 100 
people in the town. 

        Subdivision and colonization began in the nineties. Buhach Colony, put on the market by 
the Merced Land & Fruit Company, was among the first subdivisions. Fruit-growing increased 
and the growing of sweet potatoes began. It was at this time that the first Portuguese settlers 
came. Such representative men as Tony and Frank Dutra and John Avila were among the 
early settlers of Buhach Colony. The Elliott Ranch, just south of Buhach Colony, was 
subdivided. Landram Colony was another of the early subdivisions. The Atwater Colony, of 
three-quarters of a section, was laid out in 1899, and the Fin de Siecle Company's Addition to 
Atwater Colony a year or so later. These were laid out in twenty-acre tracts. Then came the 
Jordan-Atwater Tract, five sections, in twenty-acre lots, sold by the Co-operative Land & Trust 
Company; the Arizona Tract and the Martin Tract, 1120 acres, sold by J. M. Martin of Turlock: 
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Gertrude Colony, 640 acres, by Walter Casad of Merced; Fruitland Colony, 1280 acres, by the 
Crocker-Huffman Land & Water Company; and Casad Colony, 1280 acres, by Walter Casad. 

        Subdivision in the country lying below Lake Yosemite followed close upon the boom of 
1888 which the completion of the canal system brought. Several of the subdividers along 
Bear Creek between the lake and Merced have been mentioned in the chapter on Irrigation 
from the Merced. In the papers of 1889 and 1890 we find large advertisements of V. C. W. 
Hooper & Son, of lands in Yo Semite Colony (so they spelled it, the latest instance we have 
noted of the word divided into two). They offered ten- and twenty-acre farms with perpetual 
water rights, at from $80 to $150 an acre, one-fourth at the end of five years, one-fourth 
yearly thereafter. The lands of Mrs. A. A. Dunn and John Archer were offered by the Hoopers 
along with their own. This was in the latter part of 1889. We also see in October of that year 
an "ad." of Hooper & Son offering orange trees for sale. We see the Merced Land & Fruit 
Company mentioned again, and W. H. Turner as its secretary. In the April 5, 1890, issue of the 
Express we find an "ad." of Rialto Colony, only one and one-fourth miles from the court house, 
where H. H. McCloskey offers lands at $150 per acre with water rights, one-fourth cash. 

        On June 14, 1890, we read in the Express: "Now that the Southern Pacific Company have 
actually let the contract we may expect to see the Oakdale road in process of construction 
during the coming week." The article goes on to say that the work was to begin at this end, 
that it will be an "entering wedge for the S. P. machine shops," and that the road will be done 
in time to move the then current season's crops. 

        Meanwhile, or rather a little earlier, the San Pablo and Tulare Extension Railroad had 
been built across the country from north to south on the West Side. The first town map 
recorded as a result was a map of Volta. It was adopted and approved by the board of 
directors of the Volta Improvement Company on March 21, 1890, and signed by Antony 
Pfitzer, vice-president, and C. W. Smith, secretary, and was recorded on March 28, 1890. Volta 
was intended to be the town on the West Side, by its founders. The old Dogtown was more or 
less completely moved down to the railroad at this point—it was only a short move. The Volta 
Boosters appear, however, to have reckoned without Miller & Lux, which was quite frequently 
a mistake on the West Side. There was a map of the Miller & Lux Subdivision of the Town of 
Los Banos filed on November 28, 1890; the map of the Town of Los Banos, surveyed by L. D. 
Norton, was not filed until October 29, 1892. Old Los Banos, it will be remembered, had been 
established in 1872 by the process of Henry Miller's leasing for five years for one dollar a 
section of land to Gus Kreyenhagen on the condition that the latter would start a store. 
Kreyenhagen started it, but within a few years, as we have seen, Miller & Lux came to be the 
owners. When the railroad had proceeded south past Central Point and the partnership got 
good and ready, they moved their store down to the tracks several miles south of the 
aspiring Volta and established the largest West Side town there. 

        Returning to the East Side, we find that same issue of the Express of June 14, 1890, with 
an item about well-to-do Hollanders choosing Merced County to settle in, and how this brings 
Merced County to the attention of Santa Clara and Santa Mateo Counties. These were of 
course the Rotterdam settlers. The "Map of the Town of Rotterdam, Merced County, Cal., 
situated in the S. W. portion of the N. W. 1/4 of Sec. 28, Twp. 6 S., R. 14 E., M. D. B. & M., 
surveyed by Chas. D. Martin, scale 100 ft. equals 1 inch" was filed December 2, 1890. The 
location is on the elevated ground out near Lake Yosemite. In one of Hooper's "ads," of his 

 258 



lands out there he speaks of its picturesque rolling character as an advantage. Irrigation was 
still pretty young then. 

        Maps of Dos Palos Colony and of Ingomar appear in 1895. A map of the Town of Dos 
Palos does not appear to have been filed until the one in 1907. These dates do not represent 
the beginning of Dos Palos—either settlement. A mid-winter historical edition of the Dos Palos 
Star published on January 4, 1924, says the colony was opened in 1892; that in 1893 
Bernhard Marks established a colony on the "dobie" land which lies just southeast of what is 
now known as South Dos Palos; and that this land proved unsuitable for the small farmer, 
and with the consent of Miller & Lux, Inc., the colonists were moved to the present site of Dos 
Palos Colony. "This move proved to be the salvation of the early settlers, and in the latter part 
of that year the country began to have the appearance of being occupied by men rather 
than horses and cattle. 

        This should not be understood as contradicting the statement that Dos Palos was a 
colony founded by Miller & Lux. The use at this time of the name Miller & Lux, Inc., appears not 
to be strictly correct, however, if we are to judge from the "Map of that part of Dos Palos 
Colony that lies in Merced County." It was surveyed by H. Wanzer and dedicated January 11, 
1895, by Henry Miller, surviving partner of Miller & Lux—clearly a partnership and not a 
corporation. This map was not filed for record until July 15, 1896. 

        "In the month of February, 1893," says the article in the Star, "the first fruit tree was 
planted by an early settler and the inhabitants began an active campaign of cultivation and 
otherwise improving their land. . . . J. O. Hoyle opened up a store on the corner of Elgin and 
Cornelia Avenues. It was a success, and he had the first post office in the colony. F. A. Bennett 
opened an exchange in the summer of 1896, with a cash capital of $10, it is said; it 
afterwards grew to be the Dos Palos Colony Rochdale Association. O. D. McPherson early 
established a broom factory. L. B. Woodruff, now a job printer at Newman, established the 
first paper in the colony, the Colonist. The News was the second paper. The first number of 
the Dos Palos Star, the present paper, was issued on July 9, 1897, by Mr. Bowen; he became 
postmaster in 1898. By January 1, 1899, there were six hundred people in the colony. The 
town which grew up as the center of the colony was first known by the obvious name of 
Colony Center, but this name gave way to the longer established one of Dos Palos, from two 
tall poplar trees, long dead, which stood on the site of the village. 

        The "Town of Dos Palos" is what is commonly called South Town, to distinguish it from 
Colony Center. It is the town on the San Pablo and Tulare Extension Railroad. The map of it 
was filed on July 22, 1907. It was a Pacific Improvement Company town, and the certificate 
attached to it is dated May 23, 1907, signed by the company by A. D. Shepard, secretary. 

        The certificate on the map of the Town of Ingomar of its subdivision into lots for the 
purpose of sale was made on October 7, 1895, by the Pacific Improvement Company, by F. S. 
Douty, secretary, and the map was recorded on October 10, 1895. 

        Maps of only two more towns appear before the end of the century, both in 1896, in 
which year the San Joaquin Valley Railroad, or Spreckels Road, was built through the county. 
It was soon taken over by the Santa Fe. One of the two towns was Le Grand. The "Map of the 
Town of Le Grand, Merced Co., Cal., on line of San Francisco and San Joaquin Valley R. R., S. 
W. of Sec. 17, T. 8 S., R. 16 E., M. D. M., Surveyed by W. P. Stoneroad, August, 1896," was filed 
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September 5, 1896. It had endorsed upon it a certificate of approval by Luella J. Dickenson, 
which states that she changed the names of seven of the streets before approving it. The 
streets after the change were: Parallel with the railroad, on the south side, Broadway, 
Washington, and McDowell, and on the north, Canal and Cottonwood. At right angles to 
these and the railroad: Adams, Jefferson, and Madison. Running due north and south on the 
west side of the town, Dickenson Avenue; and running east and west along the south side, 
the county road. 

        The map of the town of South Le Grand, surveyed by W. P. Stoneroad in October, 1896, 
was filed November 12 of the same year, at the request of Nels Ipson. The name is spelled 
"Ipson" where he signed it; elsewhere, "Ipsen." There are three blocks in a strip one block wide 
south of the county road, and between Block 1 on the east and Block 2, just west of it, it 
"Ipsen" Avenue. 

        "The Map of the Town of Geneva" (now Whitton), recorded November 25, 1896, will 
probably puzzle comparatively late comers to the county as much as the town of Dover. Both 
of these were early names of Planada. The owner who dedicated the streets to the public 
was James Bean, and the certificate is dated at San Jose on November 20, 1896. There is a 
later map of the Town of Planada, surveyed by E. D. Severance, and recorded on January 30, 
1911. 

        The town of Gustine is the first appearing in the new century. The map of it, surveyed by 
F. P. McCray, was recorded on November 14, 1906. The certificate attached shows that it was 
subdivided by Miller & Lux, Inc., by Henry Miller, president, and David Brown, secretary, 
September 29, 1906. There is an acceptance of the streets by the board of supervisors. 
Gustine was built by Henry Miller as a rival town to Newman, across the Stanislaus border, 
founded by the rival Simon Newman Company. It is said to have been named for Miller's 
daughter. 

        There is no map of record of the Town of Stevinson. The acreage subdivision there 
begins, as indicated by the maps on file, in 1903. The acreage property was land belonging to 
James J. Stevinson. The town of Stevinson was begun a few years later than 1903 and was 
built on land of Miss Sara B. Collier. 

        Irwin City was founded in 1907. The "Map of Irwin City, being a replat of a portion of 
Hilmar Colony, Merced County, Cal.," surveyed by George S. Manuel, March 30, 1907, and 
dedicated by W. A. Irwin the same day, was recorded on May 8, 1907. The board of 
supervisors rejected the streets. The map shows the "I. C. & S. W. R.R." 

        It will be most convenient to leave the strictly chronological order and deal with Hilmar 
Colony and the town of Hilmar here with Irwin City. The town of Hilmar was not established 
until 1917, when the Tidewater Southern Railroad reached its site; Hilmar Colony, however, 
was established before Irwin City, in 1900 or 1901. Gust Johnson, who is a pioneer settler of 
the colony, came there in the spring of 1903, and that was the year in which most of the 
settlers came. It was largely a Swedish colony. The land was originally owned by J. W. 
Mitchell. He used to back men who wanted to farm portions of it to grain, but the grain-
farming was a good deal of a gamble, producing perhaps two crops in five years in the blow 
sand there. Eventually Mitchell had to take a good deal of the land back. As W. J. Stockton 
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tells us of Henry Miller, Mitchell backed his men as long as they wanted to keep at it, 
furnished them seed and was always willing to give them another chance. 

        The Fin de Siecle Investment Company handled a good deal of the land. Mr. Johnson 
states that the deed to his own land came from the Richard estate. N. O. Hultberg and A. 
Hallner were the men who promoted the colony. Hulberg, who had been a minister, became 
a real estate man. Andrew Hallner was an old newspaper man and also a preacher. There 
was a man named Soderberg associated with Hultberg, and Hallner became their manager 
and publicity man. Hultberg had been a missionary in Alaska, and Soderberg had been in 
Alaska also. They had made a little money there. They returned to Alaska in 1904 and placed 
Hallner in full charge, at Turlock, which was headquarters. It was the only town in the entire 
settlement then. Hallner was largely instrumental in obtaining settlers. The greater number of 
them came from Minnesota and Nebraska; and as has been said, the heaviest settlements 
were made during 1903 and the following winter. 

        Mr. Johnson recalls the early days in the colony vividly with an account of a fight which 
he and his family had to save from the grasshoppers twenty acres of orchard which they had 
planted. The grasshoppers bred in the uncultivated ground north of the canal of the Turlock 
Irrigation District, and when they had attained an age to move they advanced on Mr. 
Johnson's little oasis in the desert in mass formation. Mr. Johnson tells how he hauled dry 
manure from an old grain ranch for smudges, and he, his wife, five children, and a hired man 
worked for three weeks to get the grasshoppers through the orchard, and finally saw them 
fly away.     Pioneer days were not so many years ago in Hilmar Colony, but the industry of 
the thrifty people of that section has conquered grasshoppers and other pioneer difficulties 
and made Hilmar one of the most flourishing sections of the county. 

        Irwin came up from Santa Monica and laid out Irwin City in 1907; the town of Hilmar was 
established in 1917, when the Tidewater Southern arrived. Mr. Beers of the railroad wanted 
the people of Irwin to move their town up to the railroad ; but they refused to do it, and the 
two towns stand close together on the paved county highway which extends from the 
Milleken Bridge across the Merced to the Stanislaus line and connects with a Stanislaus 
County paved highway which continues it into Turlock. 

        The "Map of the Townsite of Hilmar, being Lots 82 and 83 of the Hilmar Colony . . ." was 
surveyed by J. C. Lindsay of Stockton, and dedicated on May 7, 1917, by B. T. Cowgill; the 
streets were rejected the following day by the board of supervisors, and it was recorded. The 
"Map of the Townsite of Hilmar, No. 2, Blocks 1 & 4 of the Townsite of Hilmar, Merced County, 
California," was surveyed by A. E. Cowell and W. E. Bedesen, certified by them and dedicated 
by B. T. Cowgill on June 3, 1918, accepted by the supervisors on June 6, and recorded on 
June 7, 1918. 

        Hilmar has a $40,000 Swedish Lutheran Mission Church, which was dedicated in the fall 
of 1921, and subscriptions for which were taken in the summer of 1920. A man prominent in 
the colony and in the building of the church was John Brynteson, who had known Huhberg in 
Alaska, who had bought 800 acres of land in the colony, and who comes there from time to 
time from his home in Sweden. He contributed $4000 towards the church. Irwin also has a 
church, in addition to the one at Hilmar. The community's size now may be judged from the 
fact that there are 130 pupils in the Hilmar Union High School and 265 in the Elim Union 
Grammar School, the latter having its schoolhouse between Hilmar and Irwin. The Hilmar 

 261 



Union High School was started in 1911. It has issued bond issues of $28,000 and $6000, and 
the high school building, completed in 1919, represents an investment of $35,000. 

        The town of Cressey was founded by the Crocker-Huffman Land & Water Company. The 
certificate accompanying the map is dated September 16, 1912. The survey was made by 
Cowell and Bedesen. The map was recorded September 26, 1912. 

        Maps of Arena and Delhi were recorded in 1911. The survey of Arena was certified March 
9, 1910, by A. E. Cowell and G. E. Winton. The certificate of subdivision was executed by the 
Hunter Colony Company, by George T. Hedges, president, and A. F. Paddie, secretary, in Linn 
County, Iowa, March 31, 1910. But the map was not recorded until December 30, 1911. The 
"Map of the Town of Delhi, comprising those portions of Sections 5, 8, and 9 in T. 6 S., R. 11 E., 
M. D. B. & M., lying south and west of the right of way of the Central Pacific Railroad Company 
and marked on the map of Shank's Delhi Tract `Townsite'," was surveyed by Cowell and 
Bedesen and certified by them September 20, 1911, dedicated by Edgar M. Wilson the same 
day, and recorded October 7, 1911. 

        The "Map of the Town of Winton, comprising all of Lots 111A, 112, 113, 121A, 100B, and 
parts of Lots 98B, 99B, 97B and 128 of Merced Colony No. 2," was surveyed by Cowell and 
Winton and recorded April 24, 1912, at the request of the Co-operative Land & Trust 
Company. The name Winton was more or less an accident. It was first called "Winfield"; but 
the Santa Fe had one "Winfield" on their lines and refused to stand for another, and in the 
observance of an economy which sought a substitute that would involve the minimum of 
painting out on existing signs, they changed the last syllable and made it Winton. 

        Amsterdam, on the Oakdale Branch, was subdivided by the Pacific Improvement 
Company. The certificate attached to the map is by Wm. H. Crocker, vice-president, and A. D. 
Shepard, secretary. It is dated April 2, 1912, and the map was recorded July 30 of the same 
year. 

        Aladdin, on the Santa Fe north of the Merced River, was subdivided by Edgar M. Wilson 
and J. K. Mills in 1913. The map was drawn by Cowell and Bedesen and recorded November 
18, of that year. 

        El Nido, about twelve miles south of Merced, has no map of record. A store and post 
office adjoining the district schoolhouse serve a thickly settled farming community largely 
devoted to dairying. 

        North of the Merced River, on the Oakdale Branch, is Ryer, a grain-shipping point. 

        Arundel is a switch on the same line just south of the river. 

        On the Santa Fe, north of Aladdin, is Cortez Station. 

        On the West Side Railroad, between Gustine and Ingomar, is Linora Station. 

        On the Santa Fe, north of Merced at Hoff, is a tomato-packing plant. 
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        South of Merced on the same line six miles east is Tuttle, where there are two large 
warehouses formerly used for grain, one still devoted to that use and the other to the 
purposes of the California Packing Corporation, which has its big Del Monte orchard 
extending from Tuttle to Planada. 

        There are also grain warehouses and switches further south on the Santa Fe in this 
county, Burchell between Planada and Le Grand, and Marguerite south of Le Grand. On the 
Yosemite Valley Railroad, between Merced and Hopeton, there is a switch at Eden. 

        Merced County now has five incorporated towns. We have already told of the 
incorporation of Merced itself in 1889. Los Banos was the next to incorporate. The petition 
was filed April 2, 1907, and the election called for April 30. On Monday, May 6, the board of 
supervisors canvassed the votes and found 83 for and 15 against. J. D. McCarthy, J. E. Place, 
J. V. Toscano, W. T. White, and A. Genelly were elected the first board of city trustees, with 99, 
96, 91, 70, and 65 votes respectively; J. J. Sweeney, clerk, with 96; S. B. Dismukes, treasurer, 
with 61; and Joel Webb, marshal, with 62 votes. 

        The election to incorporate Gustine was called on October 1, 1915, and held on 
November 1. There were 114 votes for and 27 against. There were 22 candidates for city 
trustee, 7 for clerk, 4 for treasurer. The office of marshal had become appointive. D. T. Haley, 
with 100 votes; Peter Bladt, with 133; W. W. Wehner, with 79; George M. Currier, with 108; and 
J. R. Jensen, with 128, were elected trustees. W. L. Chappel was elected clerk, with 118 votes, 
and C. W. Hawks, treasurer, with 122 votes. 

        The petition for the incorporation of Atwater was presented July 3, 1922, and the election 
held August 11. There were 140 votes for and 20 against. Charles Osborn, with 103 votes, 
Clarke Ralston, with 100; George Bloss, Jr., with 103; A. R. Neves, with 99; and T. A. Wayne, 
with 97 votes, were elected trustees; and there were 21 scattering votes. A. T. Rector was 
elected clerk, with 95 votes; and B. D. Garlock, treasurer, with 95. 

        Livingston followed close on the heels of Atwater. The petition was filed August 7, 1922, 
and the election held September 6. There were 135 votes for and 51 against. Charles Ottman 
received 154 votes; G. H. Winton, 135; S. R. Swan, 94; A. Court, 82; and Bert Davis, 74; they 
were elected the first board of trustees. L. E. White was elected clerk, with 131 votes; and 
Claude Brooks, treasurer, with 77 votes. 
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