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Having lived in Willits for several years I ~ave come to have 
come to have a great love for the city as well as its past history

0 

Thus, when the opportunity arose I had an impulse to learn more 
about this city as well as to relate this information· to others, 
thus the pape+. 

Willits, the third largest city in Mendocino County, is lo­
cated in the center of the county and is the halfway mark between 
San Francisco and Eureka on U.S. Highway 101. Willits lies twenty~ 
four miles north of Ukiah, the county seat of Mendocino County. 
You are only forty miles from Clear Lake and about thirty-five 
miles from the Pacific Ocean, at Willits. The elevation at Wil­
lits is 1,365 feet. 

But now allow me to go on with this paper--a historical study 
of Willits. 

INDIANS 

Let us begin our study by first looking at the Indians of the 
area. The Indians of this territory did not differ greatly from 
the Indians of other parts of the state. Indians were very numer­
ous in this part and generally lived near running water where they 
could fish. The Indians subsisted mainly upon fish, game of vari­
ous sorts, wild fruits, seeds and acorns. 

It is interesting to note the names of the various pornos or 
peoples in Indian language. To mention a few of the pornos around 
Willits there were the Sanels t6 the southeast, the Yokiahs to the 
far south, the Culpalaus to the immediate south, the Shebaines to 
the northeast. The valley in which Willits lies. was called Ma­
tornkai by the Indians, which meant big · valley. (1) 

Indian men generally wore their hair long., taken up all 
around and tied up in a bunch. The ends, being loose, floated 
out, much resembling a feather duster. (2) 

The Indians made holes~n their ears and in these holes were 
placed bones, either leg bones of vultures or small ornamental 
bones of their elders. The bones were from six inches to a foot 
in length. Sometimes ·a quill or small bone was inserted through 
the nose. ( 3) 

Both male and female wore a double apron in front and behind 
and attached to a belt which was in the form of a strap, made of 
milkweed. ( 4) 

Another interesting aspect of the Indians of the area was 
that both men and women were tattooed, men especially so. (5) 

The Indians of this area were really very peaceful, that is, 
·there are few recollections of Indian uprisings. The Indians also 
were helpful to ·the majority of the early settlers, aiding them in 
settling. 

EARLY SETTLERS 

The first permanent white settler in this area was A. E. Sher­
wood. Sherwood came up the coast from San Francisco in 1853, by 
way 'of Bodega and the mouth of the Russian River. At Noye he 
heard the Indians telling of beautiful valleys that were back in 
the interior, and was at last · induced to go visit them upon the 
representation of the· Indians. After making quite an extended 
tour through several of· the valleys, he decided to settle here. 
He did not locate in Little Lake Valley, however, but went a short 
distance northwest .to another beautiful glade which was given his 
name and is ' known today as Sherwood Valley. ., 

In September of 1855 the three Baechtel brothers, Samuel, Hen-



_ry and Martin brought a band of cattle up from Marin County and 
became the first permanent settler's in Little . Lake Val .ley. 

- , In addition to the Baechtels there were .many other settlers 
who came during the following year o Some. of them b'eing: Thomas 
Carson, better known as 'Tom Punch,' Thomas Duncan, John Green­
berry, Alvin Potter, Frank Shondreau, Benjamin Daughterty, James 
G. Rawlison, Robt. s. Rawlison, Thomas Parton, B. Arnett, Levi 
Felton, J. Darby and William Fulwidero Al~ these men were single . 
The valley had yet to welcome a white woman. (6) 

. From this time on settlers were .coming rapidly into this beau-
tiful valley. The first families to come to the valley ·were the 
J. L. Broaddus, w. Co James and the Hiram Willf.t's families. The 
wives of these m~n were the pioneer women of the valleyo 

The first baby born in Little Lake Valley 'was born to Mro 
and Mrs. W. C. James in 1856 and was a boyo (7) 

SETTLE / DEVELOP · 
. 

The name first given to a village in the valley was Little 
Lake. This village was located very near the .Baechtel brothers ' 
ranch, and was on their property. There was a. sal6on here as 
early as 1859. A public hall was built in 1860·, and in 1865 the 
first store was opened by w. c. James. There were several other 
small dwellings erected from time to time making quite a little 
village surrounded by wide spreading oak frees. (8) . 

In 1865 something happened to rupture business relations in 
the Little Lak~ which led to an opposition town located about one 
mile north. As the new town began to spring up a store was open­
ed by Kirk . Brier. J.M. Jones opened a blacksmith ship. Asal­
oon followed and from that time on it. was a thriving town. Little 
Lake practically dissolved as the new town becam~ foremost. The 
new town was called Willitsville in honor of· the land on which the 
town was .. located--Hirarn Willi ts. . ·- ~ .. -

.. -
WILLITSVILLE BECOMES WILLITS IN ·1a's8, ·~ . 

Mr. Willits purchased the store owned by Mr. Brier in. the 
fall of 1865 and. ran the store himself. From that time on the 
success of the town was insured. The town soon had a good variety 
of business interests such as: three stores, on~ hotel, one rest­
aurant, two livery stables, one blacksmith shop, two saloons, a 
meat market, one sho.e shop, one drugstore, . and orie harness shop. 
The population of the town at this time was about 100 persons. (9) 

Hiral]l ., Willi ts was the first postmaste·r : in Willi ts with the 
post office being in his store. · 

Just north of town, Mr. Willits built a two story dwelling, 
the orily one in the valley for a good many years·~ He and his 
good wife were first and foremost in the sopial life of the com-
munity from this time on. . . . .. 

Some of the industrial endeavors around Willitsville at this 
time 'were: ·: a tannery, a distillery, a grist mill, and a water 
power: mill. ~ . There were also several sawmills, but we will deal 
with,: t~~1-1-l'~ a ._ little later in t!'le paper. · : ... : :: ;,.. . . . .. ~ . · 

·:,·::;-.. '.l'Jl!= .. :f ~8Jll~;.;:; Willi tsville .. was changed: to Willi t .s, its present. 
day ;,f o:r:m ~::i. "711~~ ~he :''. town. was· ip.corpora te,.d.~ i'n: I.s 8 8. . There is not 

,mucl} . in;o;'l!la:t:!-Qn ~ ~yailable .: giying .! th_~ _;-~,~so.r.i - ~~r: ~he change of 
names. ;;·±However, :. one, would · imagine_., this was .due .· m.ainly. to the po-

. si ti on :'o~ . Hir~ Willi ts ; an<J:. th~ .. au.tp.o~i tY ·w!i~ich Jie,~,,,co~anded o · 

· . ·, · .:,:?.;~,'.~:~:·.";~1[;;·;1~<.:u~·~··::'::~~J . ,le.,: .i _.<~,;:; 2---~ ·· . :· ,::·\:·~ ~r:~/'\'x ·, i "~(·: .. ,'. -·r· ·: :., .. :-:. · · 
. ,, '· . . . . :'·.1··"· 
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The population at this time of incorporation was around 720 inhab­
itants. 

By 1900 Willits was a thrivinq town· containing seven hotels, 
three lodginq houses, seven real ·estate offices, two drugstores, 
four barbershops, two livery stables, two boot and shoe stores, 
two photograph galleries, four milk depots, three tailor shops, 
six billiard halls, three butcher shops, two express offices, two 
delivery agents, two halls, five restaurants, one undertaking 
establishment, one feed stable, seven tobacco shops, two black­
smiths, a lumber office and yard, eleven saloons, two bakeries, 
four plumbers, two coffee houses, two launderies, a garage, six­
teen merchandising· establishments, two jewelry stores, two whole­
sale liquor stores, one film theater, one fish market, a bottling 
plant and one newspaper. (10) 

By 1910 the population was 1,153. A fire department had been 
organized consisting of about 100 members and four hose carts 
drawn by manpower and was considered quite efficient. However, by 
the time ,the men would arrive at .the scene of a fire, either neigh­
bors would have put it out or the firemen would have insufficient 
equipment to battle the blaze. Generally, a fire meant total de­
struction to a building or buildings. 

On April 11, 1904, the Bank of Willits was incorporated under 
the laws of the State of ·California. From its beginning the bank 
made steady growth. In October of 1911 the bank moved from its 
rented quarters to its new and present home on the southeast cor­
ner of Main and Commercial Streets. The new building was provid-
ed with the latest and most modern equipment. · 

The financial condition of the bank at the close of the fis­
cal year 1913 was as follows: Resources: cash ·$29,868.29; bills 
receivable $316,193.52; bonds and stocks and warrants $67,790; 
furniture and fixtures $2,171.80; due from banks $47,488.25; bank 
premises $11,281.25; total $474,793.11. 

Liabilities: capital (all paid in) $50,000; surplus $30,000; 
undivided profits $21,845.54; dividends unpaid $750; depositors 
$372,197.57; total $474,793.11. 

· In 1902,· March 23 to be exact, 'the Hotel Willits was opened. 
This hotel was considered a monument· to the enterprise of the cit­
izens of Willits. The hotel contained over 100 rooms, handsomely 
furnished and equipped with the best modern conveniences. Ladies' 
and gentlemen's parlors, .reception rooms, b~nquet rooms, large 
dining room, rooms en suite, with private baths, hot and cold wat­
er, electric lights, first class plumbing and a perfect sewerage 
system were some of the many facilities available. Realizing that 
amusements, as · well as .. ·comforts' are essential, the hotel grounds 
were provided with tennis ·courts, croquet grounds, fine bowling 
alleys, saddle horses, 

The hotel had its first class facilities open for guests the 
year round and at the reasonable -rates of $2.50 to $3,50 per day 
and $12 and upwards weekly. (12) · 

It is interesting to note some of the prices as they are list­
ed in a souvenir menu of the hotel's coffee shop. This menu was a 
souvenir menu in that there was a Teachers' Institute--the year, 
1936. Club breakfast, 25 cents, including apple sauce or prunes, 
toast or hot cakes, coffee; No. 2 30 · cents, apple sauce, baked 
apple or' prunes, french toast or" waffle, or two 'eggs, · (any style) 
with toast, coffee; · No. 3~ · 40 cents, · fruit in season: or 'cereal, 
ham or bacon and eggs and toast or hot cakes, · cof£ee~ :',_: · 

Rib steak, 40¢; Sirloin Steak,- 60¢; Lamb Chops, ~ 50¢;- Fried · 
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ham sandwich. 20¢; hamburger 15¢; Denver sandwich 30¢; _ cold ham 
15¢; ham and egg 25¢. Coffee 5¢; coffee per pot 10¢; glass of 
half cream 20¢. (13) 

· · : Among the. many stories, tales and legends that come down 
through the years I wish to relate a few of the more interesting 
ones to ·you. . 

On ~ne occasion the citizens o~ Willitsville banded together 
to stop a group who had beeri robbing smokehouses, robbing horses, 
and other petty larceriies_~:·· · on.- ~e-pt,ember 4~ 1879, a local "601" 
was organizeq .and three arrests were ~ made.. On this day the trio 
were. arrested .and placed in .charge of . an .officer for safe keeping 
until the next dayo Duririg ~ the -· night ·the _ "Regulators" arrived 
armed and masked, and relieved the guard of .his duty. The three 
victims were taken to a bridge just north of town and hung from 
the S.:ide ~ails. When found -in the morning they had been dead for 
several hours. .. · 

. .. Following one of the Methodist Churches' . camp. meetings in 
1867 .so.me of the young .folk got up a dancing party. Two young 
men who had been active in the camp meeting were the leading spir­
its there. Not satisfied with their dancing, apparently, they con­
cluded to turn their dancing into religious mockery. Some crackers 
and water were procured and a mock sacrament was had after which, 
placing a violin case in the center ·· of the room in imitation of a 
coffin, they proceeded to hold a mock funeralo One of the young 
men preached and the other led .. in prayer. The moral sensibility ·· 
of the whole community was shocked by the conduct of the youth. 

on~·'CU\_9ther occasion a . strang~r who had just arrived in Wil­
lits asked a ·young man if .the community was a healthy .place in 
which to live. The healthiest ·place in the· world, replied the 
young man. People live . longer iri Willits than any other place. 

"When· I first came . to Willi ts," said the· young man, "I took 
a walk way out in the mountains and .after walking several miles I 
came to an old run-down farm. . Ari old man with flowing white hair 
and beard was standing outside the qate leaning on the fence cry­
ing like a baby. · I walked .up. to ·the old man ~ arid asked him .what 
his trouble .was. The old man said. he had just received a whipping. 
Why I .I asked? .. How old are you?" ' . . . . 

"I an\ only 97," replied the old man. 
"Well, ·who gave you the licking?" asked the young man. 
"My father, II . replied the mano . ' . ' 
"And what did he .whip you for?" inquired the young man. 
"For throwing. rocks at my ·graridfather," -said the old man. 
"That,~ .said the ~oung maii to the stranger, "is all the 

proof I need to know tha~ ~~llita · ~s a healthy .-place to live." 
: • .1· . . . ~ 

RELIGIOUS LIFE 

Every community needs .religion and what it has to offer the 
people. Willits was no exception at this· pointo 
. . ~~n . May, . 1878j the Willitsville C6ngreg•tional Church was or-
ganized -by the Rev. A. o.· Rosso This church. was the only one of 
·that denomination in Mendocino co. Services were held in the 
schoolhouse . for many years o .• . . , 

· .In Sept~mber .. of 1885,_. :the Baptist Church was dedicated. . The 
cland~: upori'which _,;,the church ~ was ... built .was donated by Hiram Willits • 

. . _; .: ,. Th~ M,et~odlst C~u;r:~fl:itiisi;ory;_; s7~m~;~ t(;>-:: h·ave st.~rted c:"round 
1859 .when i Rev• '' W •.. B. r,, Davis i ,: a ' circuit . preacher, · was appointed .. to 

' Little ' Lake.· ·; ~ Me~tinqs.~;_ w~r~ £: h~l? . once .- ~Y~~y':: £(:,ur ' weeks, but in 
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1860, J. L. Broaddus, one of· the early settlers, was licensed to 
preach and did so on the alternate meeting times~ 

With the coming of the Blosser family the infant church was. 
greatly strengthened. Beginning in 1861 preaching services were 
held once every two weeks instead of every four weeks • . 

In 1867 the first camp meeting was held in the valley and 
apparently it was a success. As the record has it, those who left 
the camp meeting were "full of .faith and zeal." · · 

From this time and for several years there seemed to be quite 
a turnover of pastors and supply preachers. In 1890 a bell was 
placed in the church belfry at an expense of nearly $140. In 
1891 work was begun on a new parsonage and at the close of the 
year there was a debt of $300 and th·e parsonage remained unf inish-
ed. . .. 

In 1909 the Methodists dedicated their new church, the same· ·. 
building which was in use until recently when a new church replac­
ed it. 

·. EDUCATION 

The schools in the valley developed along with the town. In 
Little Lake Valley there were several schools~ · The school census 
in the county gives the following enrollment for three schools in 
the year 1880: Little Lake, 45 girls, 40 boys; Sawyers School, 
29 girls, 37 boys; Willitsville, 41 girls, 43 boys; total, 115 
girls, 120 boys. 

The first school in Little Lake Valley was Sawyers .School, a 
one-room schoolhouse. Its only instructor was William Munroe. 
The teachers in those days were nearly always men and were usually 
very severe disciplinarians. · · 

An interesting personal account was " given· by. the. late Mrs~ ·. 
Sarah Tuck of Willits. Mrs. Tuck was the granddaughter of W. c. 
·James and· the daughter of William Fulwider. Prior to her recent 
death, Mrs. Tuck was the oldest living student of the ·old Sawyers 
School. · She stated she was in· mortal fear of. the teacher. The 
worst punishment she· ·could recall was , barefoot boys ·dancing . on . 
the stove lid as .. the · stove was being heated. Mrs. Tuck." said when 
she first started school there were about 85 pupils. 

·· FRATERNAL GROUPS .. 

There seem to have been numerous secret societies . as well as .. 
the customary social groups established at one. time or : another in 
the town~ ··· A brief sketch of them follows: -
. Little Lake Lodge No. 277 of the IOOF was organized August_ 8, 
1878 with thirteen charter members. The lodge , built its own hall, 
a two-story building, via a ·. j .oint stock company · for · around : $2 ·,soo. 

Willitsville· Lodge No~ 259 of the Independent: Order· of Good 
Templars was established September' 4, 1878, with seventee? chart-
er members. . . · · . . .. ,, .. ; 

Hope Lodge No~ lOr of the Ancient Order of United. Workmen 
was organized May 19, 1879. with eighteen . charter _members·. The · . 
lodge later disbanded· and surrendered · its cha.rter. pn June 24, 1880. 

. Laguni ta Rebekah· Lodge N~-• .'.: 248 was; instituted April ' 13 I 1900 e 

Willi ts_· Lodge No·.: 365 i F&AM'.was· instituted: on Ja~~ary ·3 ·~:.' l.~.05. 
· Woodnie·n ~of.· the W:orld ·,; No:. ~444,:. was. instituted _ May·j.29 , ·--1903.-. ~ . .:J ,; 

., . :: ~.Willits:: droye" No·.~:··15s ;) Di::uids, "~as·~, org·an~~~ed;: J:uly r l9 , .. i.1~03 ~ . ,, 
Knights .. of Pythias, No . .. 19 ,,, was_ 'established January~ ... 12 ' .:.·1904 • . . 
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Willits Aerie No. 826, was instituted on _November 15, 1904. 
Fraternal Brotherhood No. 494 was organized July 26, 1906 0 

Women of Woodcraft, Golden West Circle, No. 686 was estab-
lished January 14, 1908. \ 

Willits Lodge 862, Loyal Order of Moose was instituted in 
January of 1911. (13) 

EARLY DAY CELEBRATIONS 

Willits being a town of the West naturally had many celebra­
tions. I would like to give here a brief account of some of these 
eventso 

The first celebration of the National holiday took place in 
1859. The site of this affair was near the .Baechtel brothers 
ranch. · The entire celebration was in the hands of a committee con­
sisting of Margaret Upp, Susan Upp, Margaret Willits, and William 
Munrbe. The event started by Henry Baechtel reading the Declara­
tion of Independence. Other exercises were had too, but mainly 
this was a time for friendly· talking and fellowship together as 
well as eating together. (14) 

In september of 1879 the first agricultural fair was held in 
Willits, sponsored by the County Agricultural Association. This 
fair was a success and fairs were held again in 1881, 1882, 1883 
and 1885. These fairs would include horse racing, cattle shows 
and displays of farm produce. For several years the fairs were 
eliminated and then again in 1905 and 1912 they were resumed. 

In skipping by the calendar for a few years to 1926, I would 
like to tell the story of a memorable event I think worthy of men­
tioning. The story follows: 

Thirty-one years ago the Willits City Development Association, 
preceded the Chamber of Commerce, decided the community was in need 
of a hospital and they started to do something about it. 

· Three local men were _,asked to dream up a comrnuni ty activity 
from which money could be ~made to devote toward a hospital project. 
Willits is still enjoying ~ the Frontier Days dream which has come 
to be known as a tradition rather than a project and has develop­
ed into one of the biggest celebrations in the western show cir­
cuit. 

It all took place in 1926 when Dr. Raymond Babcock, Fred 
Foard, and Frank Whitney were handed the chore of staging a show 
for city betterment. The trio set about organizing a home show, 
for home folk and a home project. 

They engineered the initial show a year later through the 
local American Legion Post and from records available the event 
was really an affair, if not overly successful financially. 

Workmen and supporters of the show constructed the first 
grandstand, arena and ~rack on the site where the present grounds 
are. Businessmen, not many here at the time, gave the group 
$2,200 with which to get startedo 

After the show was e.Jitablished the late Charles s. Howard, 
owner of Ridgewood Ranch, the home of the famed horse Seabiscuitf 
decided to build a hospital in memory of a son, .Frank, who \..;as 
fatally hurt in a car accident and died because there was no hos­
pital within. a short distanceo Relieved of the job of construct­
ing~ the hospital, the Frontier Days group devoted the money they 
made· from the·· first shows to buying equipment for the hospital o 

Later} the money derived from . the show was directed into other civ­
ic improvements. 
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The American Legion operated the rapidly growing event untiJ 
1932 when it was turned over to the Willits Fire Department. un­
der the new sponsors the celebration continued to thrive until in 
1949 the show had become a mammoth productiono The show had also 
gained prestige through the years with with its affiliation with 
the International Rodeo Association and ~he Rodeo Association of 
America •. The .show .is still affiliated with the organizations. 

As the show enlarged and became of greater prominence in the 
rodeo world, it began to lure spectators from all over the county 
and state. In recent years thousands of out-of-town western show 
fans join the local throng to view the spectacle of western color, 
thrills, and excitement. · 

The fire department operated the show, as has been mentioned, 
until 1949 when they abandoned it due to the increasing amount of 
work demanded of them to put on a show of this nature, along with 
their regular duties o 

The loss of a producer called for immediate action if the 
celebrated. Redwood Empire presentation was to . be continued, and 
action t~ere was almost overnight. 

Several public spirited citizens, including the same Dr. Bab­
cock, who aided in the founding of the show, snapped up the reins 
and went to work. 

A board of directors was formed and incorporation of the 
event was startedo With the show less than a month away, plans 
were under way for a celebration as brilliant .as any ever staged 
in the Redwood Empire. Many of the same group of directors guide 
the destiny of the show today. 

TRANSPORTATION 

The history of the various means of transportation into the 
valley is most interesting. 

Until the coming of the railroad, in 1900, the valley was so 
isolated by distance and bad roads that little progress could be 
madeo 

The way by_which the early settlers came into the valley was 
nothing but a trail from Sonoma County following the Russian Ri ver, 
then into Walker Valley and from there into Little Lake ·valleyo 
This route was difficult because it was rather mountainous and a 
divide had to be crossed to get into Little Lake Valley. After 
awhile somewhat better trails or roads were made and these accomo­
dated the travel much better. 

Soon the stage was running its route north to Eureka and west 
to Fort Bragg· on the coast. There were numerous hardships encoun­
t.ered and the stages were held up frequentlyo The first record of 
a holdup is June 14, 1882. (15) 

The Wells Fargo stages were toyed with by Black Bart, more of 
whom will be told later. . 

On November 15, 1901 the Northwestern _ Railroad reached Willts 
and a · huge celebration was held in honor of the occasion. A flag­
pole 100 feet high was erected to aid in the celebrating. 

The railroad had come to Willits via Cloverdale and Ukiaho 
This · was a ·· boom to the community as now .. Will·i ts had a means of 
rapid -transportation to the south. With -the corning 9f the rail-

. · road came additional people and businesses which made quite an 
upsurge in the conununity. 
· ·• · '. Soon -there was ·talk of the i ·aying . of tracks northward : toward 
Eureka. · .. · However,· complications set in and this did not material-
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ize. The Northwestern Railroad was already mortgaged to the amount 
of $35,000,000.00, and the .Southern Pacific and the Atchison, Top­
eka and Santa Fe were talking of taking over joint pwnership of the 

.railroad. Time passed and they did take over and a short line was 
built to Sherwood, some ten. miles to the northwesto 

The Southern Pacific soon decided to orphan the Sherwood ex­
tension and build down outlet Creek from Willits to the main Eel 
Rivero Santa Fe engineers preferred the original line from Sher­
wood. The final decision was made by a panel of the high powered 
railway men, and the Southern Pacific's wishes were grantede From 
this time on the railroad was called the Northwestern Pacifico 

Work was started at Willits in October of 1907 to extend the 
railroad to Eureka, but things soon ground to a halt three months 
later along with most of the nation's activities in the panic of 
1907e Soon, however, the construction was resumed and completed 
a few years later. (16) 

As I mentioned before, the corning of the railroad to Willits 
· caused a boom in businesso · The railroad made the tourist trade 
very popular as now people from the City could come northward for 
a short holiday or vacation and where would they find a better 
place to go than to the beautiful Redwood Empire and Willits. 

I would like to quote a few lines from the yearly vacation 
book .put out by the Northwestern Pacific Railroad. This book is 
entitled ''Vacation 1908.'' 

Oak Farm is located one mile from Willits and will meet guests o 
Oak Farm is a quiet country home just outside the town limits, ex­
tending back to the mountains. Mountain spring water is piped to 
the house. There is also a well of good cold water. Farm is a 
short distance from the Redwoods, there is plenty of shade, good 
fishing and hunting. Oak Farm is open for guests from May till 
November • . Can acconunodate eight" Prices: Adults, $1.25 per day, 
$8.00 per week; children under 12 years, half rates; special rates 
for families. Address David L. Sawyers, Willits, California for 
further information ·or reservations. (17) 

Four miles east of Willits lies Rancho Lagunita. The ranch 
will meet guests at the train depot if notified. Hunting and 
fishing both a specialty. in the area. Mineral springs and swim­
ming tanks available. There is an orchard with all kinds of fruit 
trees for the guests taking. Guides can be obtained at the ranch o 
Saddle horses, carriages, camping outfits, tents all available. 
There is a long distance telephone on the rancho The ranch is 
open for guests all the year round" About twenty guests can be 
acconunodated. Rates, adults, $8000 per week, special rates to 
families. Address J. B. Campbell & Son, Rancho Laguirita, Willits, 
California. (18) 

Another railroad, possibly more interesting than the North­
western Pacific is the California .Western" This railroad must be 
considered one of the shortest, if not the shortest railroad in 
existence. 

The California Western opened in 1912 and operates between 
Willits and Fort Bragg. It is one of the most scenic railroads 
of the . West, traversing a country . of unusual beauty and enchan~mento 

Throughout its 40 mile ·length; the route twists and turns 
with ! ser~intine likeness. ~ The longest . tangent is ·less than one 
mile· in len.gth:1. acquiring. the · distinction of _'.. being one of the most 
crook.ad railroads of its class in the ·world.;· ··;.-

~..... • -.;, • • ... - -« • • • 

· · :.:';,/":·.1,C Between'-'': Shak·e ~· city .anq Summit, 'an ; air~line distance of only 
one:"'and·~;~ .. half· miles:;Y the line ,_ loops eight _and a half miles in 
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bowknot turns and heavy. grades and in places it curves directly 
above the track belowo 

Originally built with one hundred and fifteen bridges and 
trestles and two tunnels, the railroad through relocation and re­
alignment of its tracks and right-of-way has reduced this number 
to 44 bridges and trestles, retaining the two tunnels. 

The .trip takes two hours and is a continuous panorama of 
mountain, forest and river. The tracks cross and recross the 
Noye River, winding in and out among the redwoods, revealing to 
the passenger a scene of beauty long to be remembered. 

Passengers ride in diesel-powered motor cars referred to as 
"The Skunk" by patrons of the line. Personalized service is a 
specialty with "The Skunk," the conductor being much more than 
the ordinaLy conductor, since he acts as brakeman, ticket seller, 
baggageman, expressman and general handyman as well as conductor. 

One really has to ride this unusual train in order to fully 
appre~iate its significance and uniqueness. 

LUMBERING 

The first .approach to lumbering was made in 1861 when Hiram 
T. Hatch built a sawmill. The mill was run by water power and 
its capacity was around 10,000 board feet of lumber per day. 

The Blosser brothers built one of the early sawmills in the 
valley and their mill was run by steam. They sold out to H. L. 
Norton in 1878. This mill had a capacity of near 20,000 fee.t per 
day. (19) 

There were several other small mills, but the turn of the 
century found th.e large mill coming into existence~·-. The first 
mill of this · type was the Northwestern Redwood Company beginning 
in 1901, anticipating the coming of the railroad. This mill burn­
ed ·in 1902, but was apparently well insured as it was soon rebuilt 
and on improved lines. In 1909 the mill invoiced 10,000,000 feet 
of lumber. (20) The mill was considered one of the leading lumber 
producing mills of the entire west. . 

In 1903, ~nether large mill was incorporated, that being the 
Irvine and Muir Lumber Coo This mill averaged between four and 
six million feet of lumber yearly .. · 

. There is no question that lumbering . helped Willits grow fin­
ancially as well as physically .. 

AGRICULTURE 

. The soil of the valley is v~ry fertile and productive .. The 
main type of soil is sandy loam of varying degrees of lightnesso 
In some places there is a clay sub-soil •. 

The land value before the corning of the railroad was low, 
but following the railroad good land was increasingly valuable o 

Prior . to lumbering, farming was the principal occupation in 
the valley. Many farms as well as ranches were scattered about 
the valley. · 

Mainly cattle and sheep .were raised in the line of stock, but 
as for produce, nearly all of the known fruits and vegetables 

· thrived. . . -·. 
:.,i~f- :_ .. Some interesting accounts'. of.' the yields of the farmers . are: 
{'i~~;.,/.;·.t:t':'enty-one_ tons . of potatoe ·~ : from '. ·three· acres, was. on.e ~ yiel~ ·by 91e · 
:.~·1;'»'-~<A.Si.monson. · · The 1911 quotation was three cents· a pqunda . Simonson 
~~-~~ als·o had 11 pear trees, five · of which· had " fruito ·· These trees pro-
~.,I. , -~1 ·-. 
''l?.1~,.:,~~!i-i:;""· 
~~~·~:'I,'..~.· · .. 
. ".Z,Y~ ~r,.lo'! 
~ ,.- 4r;,,..~ ...... ~..,. . ·.:..: • · 9 ' . 
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duced two tons of fruit. Individual trees gave nearly 500 pounds. 
Five acres of Bartlett pears owned by George Mast produced 

22 tons of fruit. Ten acres of apples in 1910 pai'd .. A. Jo Muir 
$50 an acre~ George Youde, in 1910, netted $600 from two acres 
of logan and blackberries. Strawberries, 2~ acres, gave Jo Will­
iams $1,200 in a single season· (21) 

The raising of chickens was a comparatively new field of en­
deavor that was found to be rewarding to man~ farms. Hens by the 
thousands could be raised on an acre, the climate being very fav­
orable. Costs were considered to be $lo50 a year to feed a hen 
and $2 a hen a year was common profito Eggs were quoted at 30¢ a 
dozen. (22) 

One of the more successful dairies in the valley was run by 
E. F·. Decamp. In one year he produced 10, 862 pounds of butter, 
and in 1909 he installed a 150 pound churn in his creamery. (23) 

· There were a few other creameries in the valley, but none that 
compared to this. 

The markets in Willits .as well as other towns in Mendocino Co. 
were cash markets in the early days. That i:s, the farmer was in 
close touch with the markets of the state . and county, but had 
within the county a field that was not yet supplied by home pro­
duction. The following examples will explain this·. 

Consuming more than it raised, Willits, for instance, was 
compelled to import most of its supplies. The grower sold to the 
Willi ts merchant at San Francisco prices, plu·s freight. Suppose 
he sold potatoes. If they were $1.50 in San Francisco, he got 
$1.50, plus 35cents, freight to the city. If he sold in the city, 
he would pay that freight, besides the conunission and other ex­
penses. Therefore, the home market paid approximately two times 
as much as the city market. Furthermore, the home market gave a 
good selling medium at all seasons of the yearo .(24) 

The Mendocino County Agriculture Ass'n. was established at 
Willitsville in 1878. The grounds contained about 20 acres enclos­
ed by a board fence with an excellent race track, an amphitheater, 
stock shed and stables. 

The society set forth four main objectives and they were: 
1. To hold an annual fair and cattle show. 
2. To encourage the cultivation of the soil and the gen­

eral development of all resources of the countyo 
3. To foster every branch of mechanical and household 

arts, calculated to increase the happiness of home 
life. 

4. Tp extend and facilitate the various branches of 
. mining and milling. (25) 

_Previous mention has already been made of the fairs which 
the association put on, so further mention will not be made. 

CLIMATE 

The climate of this secti'on of the county is unexcelledo 
Willits lies close enough to the coast to benefit from the ocean 
breezes that bring, cool air during th~ hot summers. Summers are 
usually 'very .dry·, . while winter · brings : much rainfall and some cold 

' l . ' . . . • -

weather, .. and occasionally snow o · ··. 

:,·.· . 1:,An idea: of . th~ . rain . tl).at .. ,; ~alls iJ'.l .Willits is given in the 
following .. table: · . January, ·f- 1~ : 0J·; _ · February, 8.47; March, 7 027; 
. . ' "' . ' . , .~ 
Api;-_;l, .,~. 4 .• 36; May, 2~15;. . .June, · ; 70j July, : . • 06; August, .01; Septem-

_ .. be_~;;:.~2~.i 9c:t;c;>ber, : 2; 7~; ·' ~tove.~_er, ·:· ~-~· 77 _; . ri~~enu,>er, 10 .18; seasonal, 
" ... -" --. "·' ... --- ~ ~- .,.,.~....... ... ,_ _ . ·; .. 
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55.71. (26) 

DISASTERS 
~ · . . 

In the course of history some disastrous events are inevit­
able, and Willits, therefore, had its share. 

On May 5, 1881, an earthquake shook the town, but no harmful 
effects were left. In February of 1887; two earthquakes were felt 
in successive days, but again no real damage resulted. 

In 1898 Willits was devastated by fire. Nearly all of the 
east side of Main Street, including the Odd .Fellows two-story hall 
was burnedo The estimated loss in the ·fire was held at $30,000. (27) 

On June 12, 1901, fire again destroyed most of the business 
section of the town. Fourteen buildings were lost in the blaze 
leaving. the town almost to start over again. This fire was believ~ 
ed to have started .in one of the livery stables. 

The great earthquake of 1906 had disastrous effects upon Wil­
li ts als9, as it lies on the San Andreas fault. Many of the build­
ings in Willits were completely demolished, especially any brick 
buildings of which there were severalo The Buckner Hotel, a two­
story brick building, was one of the largest buildings to be des­
troyed. Fortunately, there were no lives los.t ·in this terrible 
affair, however, property damag~ was extremely high. 

BLACK BART EPISODES 

More intriguing than Sherlock Holmes is the story of Black 
Bart, who, between the years of 1875 and 1883, became a synonym 
for elusiveness and mystery.· During that time he robbed · 27 stages, 
traveling· on foot for thousands of miles through very rough moun­
tainous country from the Sierra to Coast Ranges, Calaveras, Sierra, 
Plumas, Yuba; Butte, Shasta, Sonoma, Mendocino, and Trinity count­
ies. All knew the terror of this lone highwayman .in the linen 
duster and mask, who had eluded_ years of diligent search on the 
part of detectives. His endurance seemed uncanny, for, although 
he always traveled on foot, he was .known to have robbed two 
coaches 60 miles apart in a rough mountain region within 24 hours. (28) 

Black Bart was never vicious and seemed adverse to taking a 
human: life. He was immaculate -in dress and extremely polite, a 
man of refinement ·and education. • Because he was such a respect­
ible, quiet, delicate-looking individual~ he lived in San Fran­
cisco for years under . the very eyes of detectives without once 
being suspected. He even -frequented the_ favorite restaurants of 
the police headquarter staff. Occasionally he ate at the same 
table with the officerso Black Bart seemed to thoroughly enjoy 
his own cleverness and notoriety, and a _ decided sense of humor 
often- expressed -itself in facetious rhymes 'left on empty mail or 
express boxes for the baffled : officers. to read. Some of his 
verses follow: . ' · . . , 

". 

. ,. .. . 
' .. -; .. , . .. . . 

+ • • . ~ • 
· ·~·. : .. .. . .... ·"'· '" ..... 

·-'I-. ... , ··:· .. ,. ~- ~---

I rob the rich to feed the poor, 
which hardly is a sino . 
A ·widow ne'er knocked ·at .my door, · 
but what I -- let -her" in: .. · ,:_ · · . · 
so-- blame--me· not : for .:wha~_-- I -'ve done,-

-. I don't deserve '_ you'r _. curses, ;, -~: · :. · . 

. - -, ,. 

- . : .... - ~-

And . if , fo~ any cause ; I~ m: hung,- '.'.· .. ";: .' _ , · -- - _.; ... -_:,· 
Let" it, bee f or. my_:_ verse~; :'·-~_(29},_: ;·:-- '.· "-~ · .: _ : ·~ ,: . . . · .. 

. . 
I. •• : '·: :. • .-·.-, . ~· • .:.: ; ·:. ~ : • ~ ~i : ... :.i ·' ·: ~.:· " .~'"_:_ .. :.-: .:-:· .·- ": •' ,. ~-· . 
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Here I lay me down to sleep, 
to wait the coming morrow, 
Perhaps success, perhaps defeat 
and everlasting sorrowo 
Yet come what will I'll try it, 
my condition can't be worse, 
And if there's money in that stage, 
'tis money in my purseo (30) 

\ 

Usually it was Bart's custom to come to the scene of his rob­
beries on foot, carrying a blanket rollo In the roll would be a 
varied assortment of items, including a pair of field glasses, 
two pairs of detachable cuffs, and .a small round derby hat o ' Also 
somewhere would be a shotgun, a flour sack, provided with eye . 
holes, another sack for the booty and two extra pairs of clean 
cuffs, a pair of overalls, a five pound wedge, a knife to slit 
the mail sacks, a sledge hannner, a large crow bar, a miner's gad, 
drill and chisel, .a pick . and an axeo (31) 

· Black Bart is believed to have been around Willits on several 
occasions during his reign as a stage robber. 

On one occasion when the Ukiah-Willits stage was held up, 
supposedly by Black Bart, the sheriff could not get anyone brave 
enough to accompany him. Finally he got a yoµng manv the same 
man that was talked of earlier, Starkey to go with himo This 
young man had boasted to his friends that he would not be afraid 
to face Black Bart, so he and the sheriff rode away to capture the 
robber. On their way to the scene of the robbery someone began 
shooting at them. They both jumped from their horses and ran for 
shelter. After dodging from tree to tree, on their way toward 
where the shots came from, the sheriff found that he was by him­
self. Fearing that young Starkey had been shot he found his way 

. back to the horses where they were still standingo After search­
ing for his companion for sometime, the sheriff gave up and rode 
back to Willits. Arriving in town he saw a large 9rowd gathered 
in the middle of the street and in the middle of the crowd was 
Starkey, telling about the big fight he and the sheriff had had 
with the bandit. The sheriff allowed Starkey to talk for awhile 
before letting him know he was aroundo Finally the sheriff said 
to Starkey, "What made you run, I thought you were a brave man?" 
Starkey, surprised to see the sheriff had a ready answer for him 
though--replying, "Sheriff, I ran because I couldn't fly o" {32) 

On the old highway (U oSo 101 South) there is a huge boulder 
known as the Black Bart Rock o This spot was once the hiding 
place· of the bandit and is marked by a placard telling people the 
historical story. 

The mystery of Black Bart's identity was finally unraveled 
throuqh the combined efforts of Sheriff Thorne of San Andreas and 
H. B. Hume, special agent of the . Wells Fargo Company, whose iron 
bound boxes were so frequently rifled in transit o The bandit's 
propensity for cleanliness finally proved ~is undoing, for on 
November 3, 1883, at Bear Mountain between .Milton and Murphyis in 
Calaveras County, not far from t~e . scene of the first robbery of 
his career, he dropped a 'handkerchief while . he was busily engaged 
in opening an express box containing $400 in coin. The mark 
uFoX.0.1• on this piece of linen led Sheriff Thorne after a most 
careful search to a laundry on Bush Street in S~n Francisco to 
which the fastidious Black Bart had . . for years carried his little 
bundle • He had lived all that time.'. under the name of Charles Co 
Bolton·, ostensibly a mininq man, who . made periodic trips to the 
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mines. He was lodged in jail at San Andreas 
tenced to San Quentin, where he entered upon 
21, 1883, and was released January 23, 1888. 
ter that date are unknowno (33) 

MODERN DAY WILLITS 

and .was shortly sen­
his term November 

His whereabouts af-

Today Willits is a city of about 3,500 population, noted for 
its friendly and neighborly atmosphere. 

At the time Frontier Days started the city was almost entire­
ly an agricultural town with practically no industry. Hay and 
grain were the principal crops raised in Little Lake Valley, 
while on the ranges surrounding the city thousands of cattle and 
sheep were raised. Mendocino County wools were noted in the east­
ern markets for their high quality • 

. While the tillable area has not increased the number of acres 
now under cultivation has increased due to the modern agricultural 
practices • . With . the advent of the Willits Soil Conservation Dis­
trict, farmers have been induced to plant permanent pastures to 
prevent soil erosion and help· in the raising of their stocko 
While there has been some marked advance in Willitsas an agricul­
tural community the outstanding. expansion of the city has been 
along the · industrial lineo 

The industrial growth of Willits started shortly after Pearl 
Harbor. With the huge expansion of all lines of industry to meet 
war time demands, lumber became one of the most sought after com­
modities. By this time new dirt moving machinery had come into . 
the market and logging roads were built into the hills to · places 
which was once been thought inaccessible. The automotive industry 
had developed the heavy logging trucks so f~iliar . today and stands 
of timber in almost forgotten areas were soon hearing the whine of 
the chain s·aw and the cry of 'timber' was being heard in parts of 
the country where the only sounds previously known had been the 
lowing of cattle, the bleat of. lambs and the jargon of wildlife. 

Today Willits has inside the city limits, six sawmills, some 
of which are equipped with. the very. finest . in lumber .machinery and 
equipment.- In addition .there . are · two lumber manufacturing plants 
and one plywood manufacturing firm. Added to these are numerous 
logging and aliied lumber industrieso 

The shortage of houses which has tended to delay the develop­
ment of Willits has been overcome to some extent with new housing 
projects which has provided hundreds of new homes for residentso 
Private construction is. also long under way and is continuing on 
a large scaleo · · 

_ Fishing- and hunting are plentiful around Willitso The area 
is in the center of Mendocino County which annually has been reg­
istered at the top for giving up more deer to hunters than any 
other county in the stateo Salmon and steelhead run in the creeks 
and rivers and the proximity ·of the city to the coast provides. 
easy access to fine ocean fishing. · ~- · 

Willits has plenty of modern stores and is well equipped with 
hospital facilities in the Howard Memorial Hospital wi~h the most 
modern equipment, a staff of extremely competent surgeons, doctors 
and nurses with : fine.' laboratory facilities.·. · · ". . . 

.:·: .. "· The , spiritual needs -." <:>£ .Willi ts .. are' well cared for . in churches 
; 'of the -different denominations· and· there are ... ample,::. opportuni ti.es 

for. membel;:ship in :the 1. various. service, ;., secret, ·. and·: fraternal , or-
ganizations. · · ·' · -.. : · · ·· ·. , · · ··· . . · . · · 

. ' ' 
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In conclusion, I too must agree with the Chamber of Commerce, 
when they say, "You'll find it pleasant, modern living to ., . ostay, 
grow with us in Willits." 

\. 

From The Willits News 
August- October 1958 
By John Weeks, Willits, CA. 

BIOGRAPHIES 

GORDON BAECHTEL. An influential representative of an honored old 
pioneer family of Mendocino county, Gordon Baechtel was born at 
the Baechtel ranch in Little Lake township April 2, 1864 and pass­
ed the years of youth at the homestead . Fair educational advan­
tages were given him and he is a graduate, class of 1882, of the 
Heald's Business College in San Francisco o On the completion of 
his . commercial course he became a bookkeeper under William Heeser 
in the B·ank of Mendocino. A year later he went to San Rafael, 
Marin county and for seven years continued as a clerk in the groc-

· ery house of c. Grosjean. Returning to Willits during 1890, he 
formed a partnership with his father, uncle and brother under the 
title of the Standard Commercial Company, the · members of the firm 
being L. s. Mart, Gordon and William Ho Baechtel, who developed a 
large general mercantile enterprise on. Main Streeto The entire 
time of the two brothers was given to the store until 1896, when 
it was sold to Irvine & Muir, and by them it has been continued 
ever since on the same site. Although the commercial company dis ­
solved, the three brothers continued in partnership and have since 
engaged· in real estate, ranching and stock-raising enterpriseso 
During the long period of their connection they have met with thei r 
share of hardships and losses, but in the main have found the rais­
ing of stock a profitable business, and their judgment of animals 
from the beef standpoint is said to be seldom at faulto From 1898 
to 1900, when his two brothers, William H. and Luther s., were in 
Alaska, Gordon Baechtel engaged with · ~ " E. Nicholson in buying, 
selling and trading cattle, sheep and hogs, but with the return 
of . the brothers a ranch in Eden valley was leased for five years 
and stocked with cattle of good grades. At the end of three years 
the lease and stock were sold to William G. Henshaw, of Oakland , 
and the brothers have since rented to others their several ranch 
properties. From 1906 to 190B the three brothers with A. J. Fai r­
banks conducted a meat market in Willits under the title of the 
Willits Meat Company, while associated in partnership in other 
enterprises. For two years their specialty was the shipping of 
piling to San Francisco, but since 1908 they have given their en­
tire time to road building. For this purpose they keep about six­
ty head of mules and horses and a full equipment, including steam 
shovel · and traction engineo Important contracts have been fill e d 
by them and in every instance with efficiency and general satis­
faction When the Utah Construction Company had entered into large 
contracts with the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company for 
track work in Mendocino county they retained Messers. Baechtel 
and Fairbanks· to . complete two contracts for two· and one-half miles 
of heavy work. Another .contract was for the building of eight 
miles of road, including several bridges, between Longvale and 
Long .Valley. During 1913 seven miles were completed on the state 
highway. from ,Willits · to Walker. valley·, and at this writing (1914) 
th~y; are '· f illinq. a contract· for ·six miles of· state highway in 
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Humboldt county. Besides his other enterprises Mr. Baechtel has 
been a notary public since 1888 and is a stockholder in the Bank 
of Willits, on whose first board of directors he served for a num­
ber of years. Educational interests have been rightly valued by 
him. In addition to giving efficient service as a member of the 
board of trustees of the Willits school district for a number of 
years, since 1910 he has served as a high school trustee. Active 
in local Republican politics, he was a member of the county central 
conunittee for some years and city trustee of Willits for five 
years, being chairman of the board during part of this time. While 
acting as trustee one sewer was completed in 1908 and papers of 

· incorporation for the old town, embracing an area of about twelve 
miles .square, were relinquished, the town being then incorporated 
in its present size and status. The residence which Mr. Baechtel 
erected on Wood street, Willits, is presided over by his wife, 
whom he .. married in Oakland and who was Miss Eleanor H. Roache, a 
native of Ireland. Three children comprised their family. Two 
daughters are living, namely, Lenore M., wife of Jesse L. Fair­
banks of Wi.llits, and Elsie K., a graduate of the class of 1914, 
San Jose State Normal School. · 

LUTHER SHELBY BAECHTEL. No name is more closely interwoven with 
the early development of Little Lake valley than that of Baechtel, 
for the two brothers, Samuel and Harry Baechtel, were the first 
settlers in this portion of Mendocino county, having brought in a 
bunch of cattle for pasturage on the wide and excellent range and 
finding conditions so promising that permanent settlement follow­
ed as a matter of course. Further mention of the family appears 
on another page in the sketch of Samuel Baechtel, father of Luther 
Shelby ·Baechtel, the latter the youngest child and born at the old 
Baechtel homestead January 29, 1872. During his boyhood education­
al advantages were far· inferior to those of the present day, but 
through attendance upon the school in the Sawyer district he laid 
th·e foundation of an education that hab·i ts of reading and close 
observation have made broad and liberal. He had the further ad­
vantag.e of a complete course of study in the Lytton Springs Col­
lege, Sonoma county, from ~hich he was graduated with the degree 
of B.s •. in 1890, at the age· of eighteen years. He then entered 
the Willits store of the Standard Connnercial Company, whose own­
ers were members of the Baechtel family and whose intere.sts he 
promoted _through six years ·of work as office man and bookkeeper, 
and when the business was sold to Irvine & Muir in 1896 he devot­
ed his time to settling theaffairs of the retiring company. 
Meanwhile gold had been discovered in the Klondike, and a love of 
adventure, as well as the hope of finding some. profitable mining 
claim for himself, led Mr. Baechtel to Alaska in the spring of 
1898. Accompanied by a brother, William, he sailed from San Fran­
ciso ·to Dyea and thence traveled with pack-horses over the Chilkoot 
Pass to .the Klondike .regionm . During the course of the tedious 
journey a disastrous slide occurred while he was in camp, and he 
took part in recovering the bodies of the men from the snow-slideo 
When the Yukon river was reached a boat was .constructed of lumber 

· .which they whipsawed themselves, and in this the party proceeded 
as far as .. the -rnouth of the Stewart river,. where he and seven other 
gold-seeke~S\ spent the ·summer , in_ prospecting without results, . go­

·.·._ inq -as far -as ,three_· hundred :mi1e·s up. the · Stewart river. toward "t:he 
:, Roc~y · mountains~ · .: · The approach: of winter weather forc·e.d him to go 

• " • . , • • ,;, • ,., • " •• . + I • ' 

. . , into . ~inter · camp at , Dawsori o . Iii . the ·spring. he: changed the scene. 
: · . "·°' of · operations to ·a· branch· of · the Hunker · creek;, but with little ·· 
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better luck than before. In the fall of 1899 he sailed down the 
Yukon and at st. Michaels secured passage on a steamer bound for 
Seattle. In 1900, with his brothers, Gordon and William, he form­
ed the firm of Baechtel Broso, and embarked in. the ~tock business 
in Eden Valley, Mendocino county, where for nearly three years 

_cattle and horses were kept on the ranqeo In 1903 the business 
·was sold tow. G. Henshaw.. Since then Mr .. Baechtel has enqaged 
in the subdividing of lands and the sale of real estate, but also 
continues in ranching and raising stock with his brothers, owning 
one ranch in Round valley with them as partners and two ranches in 
Little Lake valley. In addition, since January, 1904, he has had 
charge ,of the bookeeping department of the Irvine & Muir Lumber 
Company. · From the organization of the Bank of Willits he has been 
interested as a stockholder. On a hill overlooking Willits and 
Little Lake valley stands the comfortable residence erected by Mr. 
Baechtel and p~esided over by his hospitable wife. May 24, 1903, 
he married Miss Turberg Simonson, daughter of Ole Simonson, repre­
sented on another page of this volume and widely honored as a pio­
neer of Mendocino county. Mrso Baechtel was born and reared in 
Willits and taught school prior to her marriageo Their family 
numbers five children, namely: Marjorie Turberg, Richard Samuel, 
Harriet Luthera, Maxine and William Edwin. In politics Mr. Baech­
tel is a Republican of the progressive type. Devotion to civic 
affairs appears in his efficient service as a member of the board 
of trustees of the town, over which he presided as chairman during 
two years, and has since been equally active in other capacities. 
Tactful as trustee, he _· has endeavored to create and promote a com­
munity spirit of mutua·l helpfulness and ·to advance progressive 
measures which his business experience convinces him would be of 
advantage to the general· welfareD 

MARTIN BAECHTEL 

MARTIN BAECHTEL. Was born in Washington county:, · Maryl.and, · ~ay , i 8 , 
1832, being of Swiss and French stocks He -received his early edu­
cation at the common schools and academy, and at seventeen years 
of age was sent to Marshall College, at Mercersburg; Pennsylvania, 
which was, shortly after his going there,· moved to Lancaster City, 
Lancester county of that State, and at that place he received his 
diploma in ··Au9ust , 1853. After sojourninq for a few months at 
his h'ome, he, in January, 185 4, sailed from New York City to Cal­
ifornia, arriving in San Francisco February 2d of that year. He 
immediately joined his brothers in Marin county, where he remained 
for six months, when he went to San Francisco and embarked in the 
ho'tel business, which he continued for one year. He then return­
ed to Marin county, and in August, 1855, in connection with his 
brothers, drove cattle to Mendocino county and located where he 
now resides. · · In 1860 Mr. Baechtel was elected to the Assembly, 
which position he filled one year, he beinq.the second representa­
tive of Mendocino county. Again, in 1865, he filled the office . 
of County Supervisor for one term. He was also the first magis­
trate in Little · Lake val~ey before it was known ·as Mendocino coun­
ty, : but he did .not. serve . .. In the sprinq of 1872 was appointed 
Conunissi.oner by the ~oard of·· supervisors; to represent Mendocino 
county in ·es.tablishirig the boundary lines be~ween H~oldt, Mendo­
cino, Trinity_and::Klamath:·counti.es. His associates were Messers. 
Lewis·· of Humboldt; . Martin. ' of· Klamath, · and Finnin ·of ·Trinity. ·· The 
bus·iness was completed' in August of . the same ·year. "He is now ser-

. · ..... . 

.. 

:·, 

. ' 

·, 
' 

.... 

.. . . ~ 

·. 
. ' . ' .... ·~ 
. :? 



ing his fifth term as Notary. Publico He married, October 9, 1861, 
Esther Newman Hopkins, a native of Quincy, Illinois, born January 
31, 1838, and by this union they have two children, Minnie w. born 
January 19, 1863 and Harry L., born August 17, 1869. 

SAMUEL s. BAECHTEL. The oldest· settler of Little Lake valley has 
witnessed many changes since first he came to Mendocino county. 
Then all was wild and unimproved, cattle could range for miles in 
any direction unmolested, settlers were few in any portion of the 
county, and schools and churches always in the vanguard of a pro­
gressive cililization, had not yet entered upon their special . lab­
or of mental and spiritual developmento Since his birth occurred 
near Hagerstown, Washington county, Mdo, September 26, 1826, the 
United States has entered upon a history of expansion and progress 
undreamed of in his childhoodo The Oregon territory has been an­
nexed in his lifetime, Texas has been added to the stars in the 
flag, slavery has been abolished, the telegraph; cable, wireless 

· and telephone have conquered distance, the first steamship sailed 
across the .Atlantic and the first railroad train brought into the 
new west its possibilities of commerce and trade. He has lived 
to a serene old age, in the full possession of his faculties, and 
at his comfortable cottage in Willits is enjoying the peace and 
contentment rightfully belonging to the closing years o·f a well­
spent existence. His parents, Samuel and Fannie (Snively) Baech­
tel, natives respectively of Washington county, Md., and Franklin 
county, Pa., were farmers and he passed his early life upon a Mary­
land farm. Following the tide of emigration toward the west in 
1844 he became a pioneer of ·Clark county, Mo. · The. winter of 1845-
6 he spent in Stark county, Ohio, returning to Maryland during the 
spring of 1846 and continuing there as a farmer until news came 
concerning the discovery of gold in California. That event chang­
ed the entire current of his life and caused him to identify his 
future with the frontier coast country. The Baltimore and Freder­
ick Mining and Trading Company, in which Samuel s. and his brother 
Harry Baechtel became partners', was organized in · the spring of 
1840 for the purpose of speculation in California. The capital 
stock of $30,000 was raised by a contribution of $1,000 from each 
of the thirty members, who with their equipment and funds came 
west via Panama. Immediately .after their arrival they bought a 
sawmill arid erected it in Marin county at a place still known as 
Baltimore Gulch, near what is now Larkspur. However, so much lum­
ber was shipped in that the business proved unprofitable and · the 
majority of the members became dissatisfied, . soon giving up the 
work to try their fortunes in the mineso Two remained besides the 
Baechtel brothers and in the end the four succeeded in selling the 
mill for $14,000. During 1851 the -brothers removed to Lagunitas, 
Marin county, and spent a year in the stock business, afterward . 
going to ·Bolinas in the same county and resuming the same businessc 
On the _organization of Marin county in 1851 Samuel So Baechte~ w_as 
honored by being elected the first sheriff and he served in the ·· 
office for eight months. During 1853 he returned to the old home 
near Baltimore, ·where he remained for ten months. -In a search for 

. ~t.ock range he and his brother accidentally came into Little Lake'· 
~~}£~-.:,· .v.~l:ley .. in 1855. The . country · pleased him. ·· The range was · in excell­
.;~;.t~:,:.: erit· condition. ·. The dro.ve of twc) hUndred. and fifty head · of; cattle:. 
~%~~q~~f~~o,.urished·. It was : not· until 1870 that;'. the .cp~ntry . ?eca~~ ~:. settle·d . 
1~~1t{;f:<."up ,;,~t.o such an. _extent as ·. to fo~ce · hiin.~ tot dis.pose o~ his ' cattle'.~and:> 
;'~~~{~}1~ .. Ltl)en' took· up· the . sheep · i 'ndustry·: " ... Little by:;;·l 'i ttle ;, his':-: holdings 

;fl~"~···. 0;,"'<; .. '._~, . . . . . .. .. . 
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increased and when in 1893 he and his brother divided their poss­
essions and dissolved their partnership, each was left with an ex­
cellent sum to represent returns from their years of labor. For 
some years after coming to Mendocino county Mra Baechtel remained 
a bachelor. His marriage took place October 7, 1861, and united 
him with Miss Harriet E. Henry, who was born in Illinois and is 
a daughter of the late William Henry, a pioneer of this countyo 
Of their union four children were born, ·namely: Gordon, a gener­
al contractor, also a member of the firm of Baechtel Bros., at 
Willits; William H., cashier of th~ Bank of Willits; Lizzie M., 
who cares for her parents in their advancing years; and Luther s. 
head bookkeeper for the Irvine & Muir Lumber Companyo For some 
years the family held mercantile interests in Willits and operat­
ed a concern known as Standard Conunercial Company, but this was 
eventually sold, and since then the father has been retired from 
business and agricultural enterprises. He still keeps posted in 
politics and votes the Republican ticket with the same fidelity 
displayed during the earlie~ history of that political.organiza­
tion. No one is more interested in the progress of the county 
than this honored pioneer who always has given of his best to 
movements for the permanent benefit of the peo~le. 

BELIO & ALLUE. The proprietors of the Willits Steam Laundry, Flor­
ence Belie and Firmin Allue, are enterprising men and are building 
up a laundry business that reflects credit on the city. Since 
they purchased the laundry they have remodeled it and put in new 
and modern mach~nery, so they are equipped to do the work by the 
latest and most approved processo Both are thorough going and 
enterprising, and their business is increasing in a deserving mea­
sure. Florence Belie, the senior member of the firm, was born at 
Pau, Basses Pyrenees, France in 1882, and learned the carpenter's 
trade in that country. In 1905 he came to San Francisco, where 
he was employed in a laundry until 1913, when he came to Willits 
to become a partner of Mro Allue in the Willits Laundryo In 
Basses Pyrenees he was married to Marie Allue, who was born in 
that country and by this union there were born two children, Amel­
ie and Antone. Firmin Allue was born in Pau, Basses Pyrenees, 
Frances, in 1890. In 1909 he came to California and at Suisun en­
tered the employ of the steam laundry, where he learned the laun­
dry business. Thence he went to San Francisco, where he worked 
at his trade until October, 1912. when he came to Willits as an 
employe of the steam laundry until January, 1913. It was then 
that he and Mr. Belio bought the business which they have contin­
ued ever since with good successo 

STEPHEN K. BITTENBENDER. A member of an old Pennsylvania family 
and himself a native of that state, born near Berwick, October 22, 
1859, Stephen K. Bittenbender is the youngest child of John Bitten­
bender, who born in Schuykill county, Pa., and in his youth learn­
ed the trades of blacksmith and machinisto A genius in the dif­
ficult task of tempering steel, he was engaged for years in that 
capacity with the firm· of Bowman & Jackson, car-builders, at Ber­
wick. Eventually resigning and removing to Knoxville, Iowa, he 
successfully identified himself with both the banking and the real 
estate businesso To his youngest son he gave the educational ad­
vantages of Carthage (Ill.) College, from which he received the 
degree .of A. B. in 1880 and that of Ao Mo in 18050 After his 
graduation with honors as valedictorian of his class he went to 
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Nebraska as principal of the schools at Ponca. It was during the 
period of h~s residence at . ~onca, _that Mr. Bittenbender l;>ecame in­
terested in -_ the milling industry,. the original experience being 
in flour mills, . while . later ~ h~ bec.ame equally. familiar with the . 
lumber. m.ills~- ... For twelv:e years he: .. had a practical· and :encourag-. 
ing experienc~ as . mamager of' the · Ponca flour mills, · in which he 
bought an interest. ·. The ·· destruction .of· the · mill by fi.re caused 
him a very heavy: ' lo~s and: wiped . out the' labor of more' than a de­
cade' of tireless ·· application. Forced · to· consider a new · location, 
it .was then that -he first came· to California. From 1895 to 1898 . ' . 
he made his home in 'th·e · Santa Clara -valley near Campbell, . where 
he bought an. orchard. The" work. of horticulture. in that particu­
lar locality pz.:oved neither interesting nor profitable, so. that . 
he .removed to Missouri . arid engaged as ... manager . for Stough Bros. , 
at Chicopee, having·· c]:iarge of · the manufacture and sale· of lumber 

. for 'the· firm. . When· all· o'f ' 'their: holdings had b.een sawed, and . hav­
ing··'. riegotiated· for a'.~· s 'a1e· of 'the remaining proper.ty, he engaged. 
as manager for the Missouri' Lumber and Mining Company at the .same 
place, whe·re he· continued for three and one-half years. Meanwhile 
he still owned: the orchard . in . the _ Santa Clara valley and on leav­
ing Missouri he brought his family back to .California, but short- · 
ly left the vicinity of San ' Jose for Mendocino county . in 1901 and 
became . an employe o~. the Northwestern ' Redwood Company at Willits" 
In 1907 he became mill superintendent for the company at North­
western, a posi_tiori he .has · 'filled ever since. For many years he 
had been interested.· in · the study of law .: during his leisure . hours ,. 
and in June~ 190.3, successfully passed a ·bar examination arid was 
adini tted to practice i'J\ .. all th_e stat~ ·: courts. While lie . ha:s not 
pr~ctice.d ; the., profession, . he has fo~d .. a knowledge of .· the law most 

. . helpful to him in general business: . affairs" .· During the period of 
·. the attend·ance of Mr. Bitt.e'nbender··at .. the · college in Illinois .he · 

formed the · ~cquai~tanc~ ~f~ .a " popula·r young college stu9ent, ~iss 
Eliz ape th Stough, · o~ ·Ponca'/ -' Neb. :. : Their' marriage was solemnized 
'in Ponca a few.· years . afteJ:<··they . had. completed , their collegiate ed­
ucation •.. The.i.'r two ·sons, Duane'. and Lloyd,·· are both employed ".with 

• • ' . • '· , • • + ; • • 

. the · Northwestern·, Redwood· Company ~ · .. The ·· family adheres to. the Luth-
" erari' faith·,~: both Mr~ ... ~and Mrs: Bittenben.der being members ·of ·famil­

ies th'at had clung:· .. t:'o tha't:~ religion . 'from the period of the memor­
ab].e .reformatiqn , by . Mart~n· tu~her. ~. · In . fraternal connections Mr. · 
Bittenbe'nder: belongs to ··t:11e· Modern .. woodmen· of America and the In-

··· dep~pde·n~:· ord.~r~ , of od.9 " Fello~s, ~~ besides . having membership with . 
··~,llis wife· in. the·'· Order· of :Rebekah's ~ at- Willi ts. . · . .. . . 

'. ··~··;-, ;~: __ .,_.'~ -·~ : · •• • ··~ -~ .: ;., : '~: · _:·' ·~;. < ·;: ·" ·:_1 .. ~:.:;~'~-~'.t"f· ·-": : .. ;.:. ·" : · . . :· ~· " .. '· .. · .· . 
. · ·· . JOHN; A •. BLOSSER •. . Throughout ,·all . that part . of · Mendocino · county ... 

· l 'ying,'on: every s'ide . of .. Wi.lli'ts . the name of Blosser stands for high 
cha~acte'r, . tireless: ene'rgy . and,. equal ; skill in the diversified arts 

:.,'< · o·f ~arming~ st6ck·..;,;rai-sing .. ~ ?J.!!d , t,he . leading bands and orchest_ras ,, ... _. 
·· · . . The_, ..... t ale'iits; of ,. Joh·~ ~ A': ,, Bl.osser~" are':· varied ;'· . . Into whatever channe 1 

~·.- .. ~~ , .. , . .. ..... ·'·· . ·.• . . , ' . . . . ' - . . . . 
~., · · r;.of,. activity ' he:~_turns ' his .. attention- he : seems to be prospered· • . To-

. ..... . . -. ~ . . · -1 . . . ' ·~· :-, " . • . • 

~· gether. with hi's · twin .. brotµeJ;," 1. Tobias ·, . wno· has been his partner 
... ;, . ~.rorn: from . younq,: .manhood .:arid : who ~- resembles · him· so closely that the 
.~:;:j'.~~·~ p~asual pbse:i:ver had ·:di'fficulty .: in_: distinguishing , them, he has work-
~':••_ .... ·,.'l" '?'-·'41'··.,- · .,, .-"-··\ -1 . '. .... , - ..... ·-·}>' • .. .t • . . ........ .:. ~-'.>I . ,. ,._ , ·' • . ~ ....• ~ . . ~· • .. . · ·, . . . . 
;;~i.;J;E '. ~d ,en,ei::ge.tically:.: .. in .\ ranch.ing and"with equal . enthusiasm in the . 
:r~~i~?~:E. s,~.a-~#.'-~-)1g:,·6.f;'·: the ' :0¥'9.~niz'~t-~:q·risI".~#.ow~~: as.:,:, B~osser ~ s~ , band -and Bloss-:-, ... 
il'l-t1P1'.¢r <t' s::'.~<orch.est'ra':·:f•F The.;eitrl'ie'r t <)f ; th.e s e ':· musical . Companies .was . ... found~ 
li$J;¥:f'ed1 ,''ini. De;cembe·r.~~ .of:~··1"8:i6=::~~n:2iflbE!came·~: a:-:: 1ar·~·e,,:·£acfor _, iri'::the.··success· .of 1\":'l>f~'.*iJ~-.r~·~ .... ~ ... 4 . • , o; t>- •,- •• • •• • t. ... • .$ .~ .~t·t ~ -.._~'.·./.-· ...... ,,., • .. , .. ,.¥ .. .... ~ .. . • ' 9 .. -;-~ ....... . ...... ·: . .. ··" .... ~ . . } ,~&:r.:_tbe'f q?,-¢at~.gat:h~riil<is'J.:~'6d:~ .. soci~l-!.fun·ct~on:~of1 ·those·" ~days· ~ : whi:le· the_ 
'"' ~·~&'fchestra··"· r oved:1'e'' uai'i"'~:·· rom!nent .~ irl'~~ the :"musica l " history:~~·o'f 'an.'.;,:''.·· . ~ ·: ,\,91c'.tl'.&• '~' '-,'X."" , ) , :1, ~ • P. ~ ,.., 4• -.i. ' Aq .,.. ·' · .. 'O Y.4 • p · · ~~ ) ;<:iJJi...i ,)' • • ., • .('> ' t - ""l...- \ ,_ ' "~ ~ -•-,.I - • • • -, ' If,_ •. , ·, {, • 1 .''. .. 't ~ ./ ~ ' !>, -•. ·o • • 
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other decade. It was the custom of John A. Blosser to play the 
first violin in the orchestra, and as he found cons~derable dif­
ficulty in securinq instruments suited to his critical taste he 
made two violins for his own use, one of these being a close copy 
of a Stradivarius and a typical pattern of the Cremona violin. 
Other members of the family bore a part in the band and orchestra, 
and his wife as accompanist proved to be as gifted with the piano 
as he with the violin. Musical ability characterizes the entire 
family and brings them friends among the devotees of that art. 
Scarcely less noticable is their efficiency on the practical af­
fairs of,, life· and as farmers and stock-raisers operating upon an 
extensive scale in their home county. Very naturally therefore 
they possess influence that is not narrowed to their own immediate 
neighborhood or to their own circle of agricultural enterprises. 
When Jacob Blosser decided to leave Iowa for California during the 
spring of 1850 his twin sons, John A. and Tobias, who were born in 
Jefferson county, Iowa, September 6, 1849, were only seven months 
old, and the _ intimate friends at the old home viewed the departure 
with regret, fearing that it would be impossible to reach the west 
with the babies. Yet the journey was made in health and compara­
tive confort. The family settled near French Camp, and in 1860 
came to Little Lake, where the boys were sent to school in a shanty 
with puncheon floors and board benches. Upon attaining man's es­
tate they took up claims five miles southwest of Willits and began 
to raise Spanish merino sheep. The original claims were enlarged 
by purchase of adjacent property, until finally they had eleven 
hundred acres. From five hundred to one thousand sheep were kept 
on the ranch, besides a drove of cattle, and the grain and hay 
raised in the fields were fed to the stock. Besides their . 

. ~. other work they ran a threshing machine for · more than .thirty years, 
.. -_beginning with horse power, but later utilizinq a steamer as more 
. practicable and efficient. The marriage of John A. Blosser was 

solemnized at Willi ts, May 17, 188 8, and _united him with Miss Ora 
Morgan, who was born at: Fort Bragg, Cal., student in the Kingston 
Conservatory ·of Music · at San Jose. For years she was organist in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church at Willits, and here she has· taught 
p~actically ever since her marriage. There are two children in 
the family, Roy_ and Hazel. The daughter is a graduate of the San 
Jose State Normal and a teacher in the Ukiah schools. The son, 
educated at the University of California, is now engaged as in­
structor in manual training in the Santa Rosa high school. Mrs. 
Blosser was an only daughter and had one· brother, Lauriston Morgan, 
former president of the Mendocino Discount Bank and now deceased. 
The parents, Capt. John and Eunice (Latham) Morgan, were natives 
of New London, Conn., and died in Mendocino county, the latter in 
1900, the former in. 1895 at· the age of seventy-five. During · the 
eve~tful year of 1849 Captain Morgan came around Cape Horn as 
master of his own vessel. Later he owned three vessels in the 
coasting trade. Upon retiring from a sea-faring career he settled 
at Fort ·Bragg ·as · superintendent of the Noyo mills. In 1876 he be­
came a pioneer _of Willits and bought the Little Lake flour mills, 
which he operated -Until 1893 · and then retired from business affairs. 

•• • • •. • ., • •• : • • : ; : • • • • .... • • • t, • • • 

For years he was . .,, identified with the Masonic Order.· ·· Mendocino · 
county owed its( .agricultural ·association ; largely . to his progress­
ive and determined . effort$'. . The fine . r·ace track was made· under 
his ; le ade,rs~f p ~' ~~·:·: ~lje ·:i ground,s .· "fere ;~ c:i~~e l~P.~d~ ,~~ tr_?lCti ye ly . _th~ough 
~is · labor,s 1. ·ac-;ing: .in ~o-operat~on· w.i .tJ.:i':. o,t,~·e;-~.~E!n. of p_~ogr~_ss_ive 
spirit and ··an · e·arnest ·desire to expand·' the · interests of the county. 
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DANIEL J. BLOSSERo It is conceded that the majority of people 
have a hobby, but Mr. Blosser confesses to having two pronounced 
weaknesses, one for music and the . other for huntingo Like all the 
members of the Blosser family he has~ a natural talent for. music . 
and without special instruction gained a thorough knowledge. of the 
art while yet a mere lado When the Blosser band was o'rganize·d · 
during the '70s he played the first B flat cornet, and later he 
played the same·· instrument· in Blosser' s orchestra, with other mem­
bers of the family. developing. a musical organization that stood· 
at the very head of its class for the locality and day ~ · There 
are many pioneers who still aver· that the bands of the present ·day 
cannot compare in · melody with the famous old organization est-ab·'."" . 
lished and maintained by this family. While hunting calls for .. 
qualities entirely different from those associated with the · art of 
music, he has been no . less successful as a sportsman than as a .. ~us­
ician. In the earlier days when game was more plentiful:... than" now, 
he has shot as many as three panthers in one dayo He has killed 
many bears, while the number· of wild cats that fell beneath ·his un­
erring aim is so large that no record of the same was ever kepto · 
Music and hunting have been the diversions of a life of great act­
ivity as a farmer, stock-raiser, thresherman and land-ownerc -. From 
the age of seven years Mro Blosser has been identified with Little 
Lake valley and the village of Willits, but ·he is a· native of San 
Joaquin county and was born near French Camp February 13, 1853 ~ 
He recalls the removal of the family from that section of the state 
to Mendocino county and the rough, unpromising aspect of.: the new 
settlement, which had been made desolate by depredations · of the . 
Indians during the latter part of the '50so While yet a small 
boy he began to assist his father, Jacob Blosser, in the improv­
ing of a ranch _ and the raisin·g of grain and stock o · It was . not 
possible for him. to . attend school with any regularity," although 
for abot;_t three months of each year he was a pupil in a . rude'· shack 
with a puncheon floor and board benches and with text-books as -_ 
crude as the furniture itself o Natural aptitude for reading en­
abled. him to acquire a fair education without the aid · of the ·, -- .. 
schools, and he is now well' posted in matters of general impo:r::t:... 
ance o · Four of the Blosser ·brothers, viz o ·,. John Tol::i'ias, William 
and Daniel took up_ homesteads· and pre-emption- claims a ·few· miles 
from Willits and during young manhood worked together in building 
up ·. a cattle and sheep business. By pre-emption and purchase they 
acquired twenty-two hundred acres in one body o Whe·n the property 
was finally divided in · 1902 , · D-a·niel J. ~ sold his interest~ to Will-
·iam, and since then he nas devoted· his attention to his" real estate 
and loans and to the .. work of director. in the Willi ts Realty Com-. 
pany. :Although his · life· is far -'from being an existence ·of leis.:. · 
ure(for his interests are varied and demand considerable attention), 
his activities are far less strenuous and exacting now than in; the 
days when he and his brothers owried ,as high as sixteen hundred 
head of sheep~ a herd of cattle' and a large tract of hay ·and grain 
land. The threshing ·of the grain was done for years with horse._ 
power ·machine, but this was replaced eventually· by . a steam engine· 
and separator, which the· brothers -·continued to operate ~ntil. the. 
advent ·of the railroad. In Willits, where .. he' owns property and. -~ 
makes his" home,- Mr o " Blosser: served_-, for eight: years: as -·a member,:·of 
the . board . of 'trustee's and rneanw~~le" gave the most efficierit as~is-· 

• i ¥ ' ' I )o • • • • • • • '·-._, tance .t -o movements for· the ·welfarE:r ;·of . the- town o For thi-rty yea.~s . · 
';~"Or . more . he hc:i's" been :a, merriber :eof-_the{ Me{thodist, Episcopal·, Church' ~:r::~ .... 
. 'and · during "much of:.- that·' tinie~·:-he- has> been horiored with' .the:y offi'ce ~ .. 
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of trustee • . In conunon with others of his name he was reared to 
an implicit faith in the principles of the Republican party, and 
to these he still adheres, although being in sympathy with the 
policy of the Progressives during recent state and riational cam­
paigns. 

J. TOBIAS BLOSSER. No name has been more intimately identified 
with the agricultural enterprises in the vicinity of Willits than 
that. of Blosser. Particularly prominent in local affairs have 
been Tobias Blosser and his twin brother John, who were born in 
Jefferson county, Iowa, September 6, 1849, and were brought to 
California when less than one year old o After a decade in other 
parts of the state the family became pioneers of Willits, during 
the latter part of 1860. Here the brothers attended school and 
aided their father on the home ranch. An opportunity to locate 

· home~teads and pre-emption claims was improved when they attained 
the age of twenty-one, and for perhaps ten years all of the bro­
thers had interests in conunon, but ulitmately the connection was 
dissolved with the exception that the twins still continued their 
interests together. Throughout all ·of their mature years they 
have worked harmoniously and efficiently, each. considering the 
interest of the other as though it was his own, each showing to­
ward the other the kindly consideration and quiet but deep regard 
that forms the foundation of all permanent fri endships. In physi ­
cal appearance as in mental traits they show a marked resemblance . 
So much alike are they in form, features, manners and tastes that 
strangers find ·it difficult to distinguish them, and when t hey are 
able to puzzle friends their enjoyment of the situation is espec­
ially keen. Much of their time is given to their ranch of eleven 
hundred acres, five mi.les$0uthwest of Willits, where they are en­
gaged in raising cattle and Spanish merino sheep as well as grain 
and hay. · For thirty years or more they operated a )threshing mach­
ine caring for their own grain and that of the neighbors, but ul­
timately they sold the outfit when the burden of its operation 
began to tax their strength. The residence of Tobias Blosser is 
in Willits, off the Fort Bragg road, and is presided over hospit­
ably by Mrs. Blosser, who prior to their marriage at Long Beach, 
March 21, 1887 was Miss Vienna Thompson. Their family comprised 
of two children, but one, Jesse, was taken from the home at the 
age of nineteen, leaving as the only survivor Miss Pearl Blosser, 
a graduate of the Willits high school. Born at Two Rock, Sonoma 
county, Cal., Mrs. Blosser was fifth in order of birth among nine 
children now i ·iving, whose parents, Jesse and Margaret (Cameron) 
T~ompson, were natives respectively, of Missouri and Illinois o 
Both Mr. Thompson and his wife were brought to California when 
mere children, and ~he latter still recalls the terrors of the 
trip caused by Indian attacks. After he had engaged in mining as 
a temporary expedient, Mr. Thompson took up ranching and made his 
home at Two Rock·, Sonoma county, but in 1869 brought the family 
to Mendocino county and purchased the old Monroe ranch, about a 
mile west of Willits. For a considerable period he operated the 
farm, but eventually sold and established a home in Southern Cal­
ifornia. His death occurred at Hot Springs, Tulare county about 

· 1909, and since then Mrs. Thompson has made her home at Garden 
Grove in the southern part of the state. Both Mr. and Mrs. Bloss­
er are active members . of , the Methodist Church of Willits, in which 
for many~. years he has played the cello ·and otherwise aided in the 
musical department. From boyhood he has neen a lover of music . 
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Without any opportunity for study under musicians of genius, he 
and other members of the family trained themselves in the art 
and developed Blosser's band, of which he was leader, and Bloss­
er's orchestra, for years the leading musical organizations of 
this part of Mendocino county and the frequent guests of nearby 
cities on occasions of conventions, political gatherings and pat­
riotic celebrations. 

JACOB BLOSSER. To see much of life in the nineteenth century and 
in different parts of the dountry was the ·destiny· ~of Jacob Bloss-

. er, whose experiences from 1860 until his death in 1890 were assoc­
iated with Little Lake valley and Mendocino countya Both he and 
his wife, who bore the name of Martha Martin, were born and •rear­
ed in Fayette county, PAo, and belonged to pioneer families of· the 
Keystone stat·e, but seeking larger ooopotuni ties than that region 
promised to them, they moved, in 1837, to West Virginia and .settled 
in the Little Kanawha valley. Ten years . later they followed the 
westward drift ·of ·migration and became pioneers of Iowao When 
they took up land In Jefferson county in 1841 the environment was 
that of th~ frontiero Neighbors were few and improvements conspic­
uous by their absenceo Under such circumstances the ~iscovery of 
gold in California found them restless, scarcely satisfied to . re­
main, yet dreading to start on the long journey across the plains 
with their large family of little ones. However, they equipped 
with care and outfitted with ox-teams and wagons, so that the sum­
mer of 1850 brought them neither sickness nor disastero This was 
all the more gratifying by reason of the fact that their youngest 
children were twins, seven months old. ·The first stop was made 
at Diamond Springs and the second on the Calaveras river about 
fifty miles above Stockton •.. After . a brief sojourn in . the San Ra'"".' 
mon valley, Contra Costa county, 1852, Mr. Blosser bought a tract 
of raw land about two and one-half miles from French Camp, San 
Joaquin countye For eight years he tilled the soil of that farm, 
and then, disposing of the place, he drove north to Mendocino coun­
ty and landed in Little Lake valley November .2, 1860. About one 
mile southwest of Willits he bought a claim -and embarked in the · 
raising of cattle and hogs. In addition he owned interests in 
lwnb~ring. After a long identification with agriculture in the . 
valleyhe passed away at the old home, as did his wife, three years 
after his own demiseo They had been earnest Methodists, ·giving 
of ·their time and means with simple generosity to the cause of 
the church and singing the Gospel hymns with unabated fervor from 
youth even down to old age. ·1t was their aim to rear their chil­
dren to lives of usefulness · and Christian service. With constant 
but uncomplaining self-sacrifice they gave themselves to the dut­
ies of parenthood·and Christian citizenship, and their passing · 
left the conununity richer for their lives of integrity, better 
for their many acts of kindness ·and benefited by their pioneer 
steadfastness of character. From the ·organization of. the Repub~ 
lican party ·until : his death Mro Blosser .supported its ·principles 
and as early as 1856 he attended a Republican convention in San 
Joaquin county, were only .nine delegates were presento At that 

:'· . .', . time the principles of the party were · little . understood or apprec­
./i:?< . · iated in apy part of .the country, but with keen foresight he dis­
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who died at French camp; Nicholas J., .of Willits; Thomas, resid­
ing at Healdsburg; Samuel, now at Santa Maria; William, who is 
engaged in farming near Willits; Lorenzo, employed at .,Santa Maria; 
Mary, who married Abraham Cropley and d i ed at Willits; John A. 
and J. Tobias, twins and business partners; and Daniel J. who also 
makes his home in Willits. 

JAMES LAFAYETTE BROADDUS. One of the early families of Mendocino 
County who helped shape the future of this area was the Broaddus 
family. Although the first members of this name settled in the 
Willits area, they soon became known throughout the county as men 
interested in education and law enforcement. In the 1850's James 
Lafayett Broaddus and his wife, Jane, found their way into the 
northern p~rt of Mendocino County and decided to homestead in the 
Little Lake Valley. The exact site of their home is not known, 
but a creek wandering through Willits still bears the name of 
Broaddus Creek. James Lafayette Broaddus was born in Madison Coun­
ty, Kentucky on November 18, 1824; Jane, in Kentucky on July 30, 
1830. Their first child, a daughter, Sarah, was born i n Sonoma 
County on April 8, 1858. A son, Oscar J., followed on November 3, 
1859 in Willits. A second son, William Edward, was born in Willits 
on January 30, 1862; and another daughter, Josephine, born at a 
later date. James L. served as the Methodist Minister at Willits 
in the early days of that community. At this same time, he served 
as the Indian Agent in Round Valley. During the year 1865, he 
served as County Superintendent of Schools. Later, he was Justice 
of the Peace for the Little Lake Township. Mr. Broaddus passed 
away on August 21, 1886 in Covelo. 

BENJAMIN BURNS. Was born seven miles south of Lexington, Kentucky, 
November 10, 1809. When he was but four years of age his parents 
moved to Washington county, Tennessee, where he resided t i ll 1817 . 
He then, with his parents, moved to Howard county, Missouri, where 
he lived till 1824. The family next moved to Jackson county, that 
State, where the subject of this sketch followed farming till 1830 . 
He then moved to Clay county, Missouri, where he was united in 
marriage with Miss Ann Baxter, January 8, 1832. She was a native 
of Kentucky, born November 11, 1812, and died March 3, 1851 . Soon 
after their marriage he moved to Gentry county, Missouri, where 
he engaged in agricultural pursuits, which he followed until 185 4. 
May 11, 1851, he was united in marriage with Mrs. Eliza Steel Uhl, 
relict of Jesse Uhl. She was born in Fayette county, Pennsylvan­
ia, December 3, 1814. In 1854 they crossed the plains to Californ­
ia ~nd settled in Shasta county, where he mined till t he spring 
of 1857, when he located at Sebastopol, Sonoma county, and remain­
ed there tull 1859. He then moved to Mendocino county and settl­
ed on his present place of five hundred and fifty-five acres. He 
has eight children as the fruits of his first marriage as follows: 
James G., born Nov. 1, 1832; Elizabeth H., born March 22, 1835; 
Horatio, born June 25, 1837; Mary F., born July 3, 1839; Sarah E., 
born November 22, 1842; William B., born November 23, 1844; Amanda 
Jane, born February 20, 1848; and Martha s., born March 10, 1850 0 

FREDERICK HUGH CAMP, o.o.s. An ambition to secure an excellent 
education laid for Dr. Camp the foundation of a professi onal suc­
cess that is developing by steady progress and that is bringing 
him to a position among the leading dentists of Mendocino county, 
where since 1905 he has engaged in practice at Willits. The town 
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of his chosen residence has profited by his professional associa­
tion with its interests as well as by his professional association 
with its interests as well as by his fine social qualities and the 
loyal spirit of citizenship that causes him to encourage every 
movement for the local upbuilding. All of his life has been pass­
ed in the west and he is typically western in his attitude of mind, 
generosity of nature and energy of character. His father, A. Bo 
Camp, now a citizen of Lents, Multnomah county, Ore., for many 
years engaged in ranch pursuits near Marshfield, Coos county, that 
state, and there the doctor was born March 4, 1874, in the same 
neighborhood he received his primary educationo When about four­
teen years of age he accompanied the family to Roseburg; Douglas 
county, where he completed grammar school studies. Later he be­
came a student in the Oregon State Normal at Drain, Douglas county, 
and continued the regular cours~there, receiving the degree of A. 
B. in 1896 upon his graduationo in taking up the profession of 
teaching, which he followed with success for three years, it was 
no~ the intention of Dro Camp to make it his life work, but rather 
as the stepping stone to other pursuits. When he had saved enough 
money to make possible a dental course he came to California in 
1899 and matriculated in the San Francisco. Dental College, where 
he kept up the regular course of study until his graduation in 
1902. Immediately after completing his training in college he 
opened at Eureka, but in 1905 came from that city to Willits and 
entered upon the practice that has since grown steadily and in a 
manner indicative of the satisfaction given by his efficient ser­
vices in a dental capacity. Politics has not interested him great-. 
ly, but he keeps posted concerning national questions and favors 
the progressive characteristics, supplementing old Republican 
principles. His family comprises two sons, Frederick Hugh, Jro, 
and Paul, and his wife, whom he married in Drain, Ore., and who 
was Miss Maude De Vore, a native of Illinois and a lady of educa­
tion and culture. 

ABNER COATES. After crossing the plains by covered wagon in 1859, 
with his wife, Cecelia, and children, Sarah Ann, Margaret, Mary, 
John, William Wilson, Charles and Abraham, settled on a land grant 
in Little Lake Township, where he farmed and raised sheepo He 
formerly lived in Posey County, Indiana, and Lancaster, Wisconsino 
He was born November 27, 1800 in Philadelphiao At Little Lake, 
on election day, October 16, 1867, Abraham was killed in the feud 
between the Frost and Coates familieso Abner died sometime after 
18690 Cecelia died March 29, 1884, in Kingsburg, Fresno County. 
William Wilson moved to Yuba City in 1860, and became Deputy Sher­
iff of Sutter Countyo In 1878 he married Lucy Brown. A son, Will­
iam Harkey Coates, was born in 1879. William Wilson Coates moved 
to Mto San Hedrin and died in 18980 William Harkey Coates died 
in 1916, in Alameda County, and is survived by two children, Ethel 
Coates Parham and Abram Wilson Coateso 

DABNEY LINER COXo Very early in the colonization of Virginia, the 
Cox family became identified with the agricultural upbuilding, 
later following the trend of settlement across the mountains into 
Kentucky and thence into Missourio Richard and Permelia (Gooch) 
Cox were born in Lincoln county, Kyo, the latter of Scotch descent 
and a representative of one of America's pioneer families. The 
former was the son of a soldier in the war of 1812, who went from 
Kentucky to the south for the purpose of defending the gulf coast 
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and there took part under General Jackson in the memorable engage­
ment at New Orleans. In seeking new land whereon to engage in 
general farming Richard Cox removed from Kentucky to Missouri and · 
took up a claim in Montgomery county, where his seventh child, 
Dabner Liner, was born September 12, 1846, and where the family 
endured the hardships incident to the development of a f arrn in a 
new country. There were eleven children in the family circle, 
but only three of these are now living. Such were the hardships 
of life on a Missouri f arrn during the middle of the nineteenth 
century that Dabney L. Cox had only the most meager advantages. 
From earliest recollections he was trained to hard work. At the 
age of twenty-one he was free to leave home and work for himself 
and for some years he found employment with farmers of the home 
neighborhood. Coming to California in 1873, he spent a year in 
Sutter county and then operated a rented farm in Yolo county for 
seven years. During 1882 he arrived in Mendocino county and set­
tled near Yorkville, but the following year he removed to Little 
Lake valley, where he bought a stock ranch five miles west of Wil­
lits. The tract embraced nine hundred and sixty acres suitable 
for the range of cattle and sheep and he at once began to special­
ize in stockraising, which he continued for twenty-six years. At 
times he owned as many as six hundred head of merino sheep . When 
finally he began to feel himself physical ly unable to cope with 
the heavy demand upon his energies made by the care and manage­
ment of large stock and land interests, Mr. Cox in 1909 rented the 
ranch and moved into Willits. Three years later he sold the large 
tract. Meanwhile he had bought one acre on South Main street and 
on this he has equipped with a pumping plant so that it is possible 
to irrigate his garden of berries, vegetables, and fruit. Much 
of his time is given to the care of the little place and the re­
turns are larger than would be expected, but this is due to his 
vigilant supervision and his care in planting only the best variet­
ies. Those competent to judge assert that he raises some of the 
finest strawberries in the state. Nor has he been less careful 
in the kinds of vegetables planted, for he believes that noth i ng 
pays but the best. In politics he has been a life-long Democrat, 
but not active in public affairs. Through his marriage to Miss 
Julia E. Johnson, who was born, educated and married in Montgomery 
county, Mo., he is the father of one son, Roy Cecil, now engaged 
in the motorcycle business in San Francisco . Mrs. Cox is the 
daughter of James B. and Dorinda {Stone) Johnson, born in Norfolk, 
Va., and St. Charles county, Mo., respectively. The father set­
tle~ in Missouri, becoming a merchant tailor in Danville, and both 
parents died in Montgomery county. Of their family of six sons and 
six daughters (of whom Mrs. Cox was the fourth youngest) there are 
two sons and five daughters living. On the maternal side Mrso 
Cox is descended from an old English family, while on the patern­
al side she comes from an Old Dominion family. 

WILLIAM F. DAVIS. Only. child of Thomas and Susan Hartgraves Davis, 
was born in Hopkins county, Texas, February 8, 1852. He resided 
in Texas till 1865, when he immigrated to California and settled 
in Los Angeles county, where he resided for over one year. He 
then came to Mendocino county and settled in Mendocino City, where 
he resided till 1876. He then came to Little Lake or Willitsvillep 
where he formed a partnership with w. L. Brown in the hotel and 
livery business, which he has since continued. He married, April 
14, 1880, Miss Sadie Upp, who was born in Little Lake, Mendocino 
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county, California, July 25, 1858. 

ALLEN DAVIDSON. The genealogical records of the Davidson family 
show that several successive generations inhabited that part of 
Scotland lying close to the English border. The first to estab­
lish the name in the new world was George, who brought his wife 
and three children to New York during the first half of the nine­
teenth century, settling near Delhi, Delaware county, where he re­
mained on a farm until his death. His wife, who bore the maiden 
name of Margaret Dunn, was likewise a native of the English bord­
er of Scotland and died in New York. Of their eleven children 
who attained maturity five are still living. Three of the· sons 
were soldiers in the Civil war, namely: George, now of Delhi, who 
served in the Seventy-second New York Infantry under General Sick­
les; John, who enlisted in the Eighty-fourth New York Infantry, 
and died from wounds received in an engagement near Suffolk, Vao; 
and Thomas, who enlisted in the One Hundred Forty-fourth New York 
Infantry and was killed in the battle of Honey Hill. The seventh 
in order of birth among the eleven children was Allen, born at the 
home farm near Delhi, NoY., April 9, 1844, and reared on the same 
farm to a knowledge of the details of agriculture. When his older 
brothers went to the front as volunteers in the Union service he 
remained on the farm and assisted in the maintenance of the familyg 
It . was not until 1867 that he was free to follow his own inclin­
ations as to choice of a permanent location and he then came via 
Panama to California, where he found employment in dairying at 
Petaluma, Sonoma county. A first experience as to Mendocino coun­
ty and Little Lake valley came to Mr. Davidson in 1870, when he 
embarked in the stock business in this locality. Returning to 
his old home at Delhi he there married, September 28, 1871, Miss 
Jennie Williamson, a native of Meredith, Delaware county, and a 
daughter of David Williamson, a farmer, born in Scotland. The 
young couple came at once to California and settled on a dairy 
ranch near Petalumao During the fall of 1872 they came to Mendo­
cino county, where Mro Davidson continued in the stock business 
for a year. With 1873 he again took up dairying, this time at 
Two Rock. The drove of stock was continued on the range near Wil­
lits and in 1876 he returned to take charge of the business. The 
following year he located a claim five miles west of Willits, 
where he established a home and gradually replaced the herd of 
cattle with a flock of sheep, finding the latter a more profitable 
line of industryo In time he was able to buy out his partner and 
purchase adjacent land, but ultimately he sold the rancho At this 
writing he owns a stock ranch of seventeen hundred and sixty acres 
fdur miles west of Willitso The entire tract is fenced and is well 
watered by springs and two creeks. The raising of hay is a lead­
ing line of labor, but the special feature of the work is the rais­
ing of merino sheep, of which he now has nine hundred heado There 
is also now forty head of cattle on the ranch. When the Californ­
ia Western Railroad & Navigation Company built a line through to 
Fort Bragg it crossed his place and a station was established on 
the ranch, thus making it convenient for the shipment of stock. 
Retiring from the management of the ranch in 1906 and establish­
ing a home in Willits, Mr. · Davidson since has engaged as a direct­
or in the Willits Realty Company and is also a stockholder in the 
Bank of Willits. During 1910 he and his wife enjoyed a visit back 
to New York and a renewal of the friendships of early life near 
the old home in Delaware county, while the pleasure of the trip 
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was increased by a tour of the east both interesting and compre­
hensive, but that sent them back to California glad that destiny 
had planted their permanent home in the land beside the sunset 
seae Of their three children, the eldest, George M~, and the 
youngest, Mrs. Mabel Brown, live in Willitso The second, Marsh­
all, who married Bessie Shaffer and is the father of three sons, 
Howard, Wilbur and Donald, has occupied and superintended the 
ranch west of Willits ever since the retirement of his father 
from arduous agricultural careso In politics Mr. Davidson is a 
Republican. Years ago he was made a Mason in Willits Lodge No o 
365, F. & Ao M., of which he is a past master, and he is also 
worthy patron of Willits Chapter No e 314, Order of the Eastern 
Star, with which both he and his wife are prominently connected o 

EDWIN Fe DeCAMP, SR. There is perhaps no more beautiful or 
healthful location to be found in northern California than in 
Mendocino countyo One of the coast counties, it has all the bene­
fits of the ocean breeze, while in the eastern part the country 
is mountainous and heavily timbered, giving one an infinity of 
choice o Here many have come in search of that greatest boon of 
mankind--health, and few who have stayed a reasonable length of 
time have been compelled to go away unbenefitede . It was the fail­
ing health of a loved son that brought Edwin Fe Decamp, Sro, to 
California, and gave to Mendocino county one of her strongest 
men. Of long business experience in commercial lines, Mr o Decamp 
has, since living here, devoted himself wholly to agriculture, 
until the past year or two, when he has in a measure returned to 
the commercial world, but it is in the light of an agriculturist 
that he is to be regarded in the work he has done for this county o 
He is possessed of an unusually keen business judgment and execu­
tive ability· which have enabled him to build up a lucrative busi­
ness in the live stock business, and his farm is today one of the 
most beautiful and valuable to be found in this sectiono He has 
also taken no small part in advancing the general welfare of the 
community of which he has been so long a part, and is widely 
known and respected. Edwin F. Decamp, Sr o, was born and reared 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, his birth occurring September 16r 1839 0 
The family was an old one in that stste, the father having been 
born there, and when Mr. Decamp married he chose a Cincinnati 
girl for his bride, Miss Carrie Walliso After completing his 
scholastic education Mr. Decamp opened up a hardware establish­
ment in Cincinnati, and from a small beginning built up a large 
and prosperous tradec Just at a time when his prospects seemed 
most promising and success assured, the parents noticed with anx­
iety the drooping spirits of their oldest child, Edwin Fe , Jr o 
Doctors seemed unable to benefit the little fellow, and finally 
the father was advised to take him to an entirely new location , 
his only chance of recovery apparently lying in a change of clim­
ate. Northern California being advised, Mr& Decamp brought the 
boy to Willits, in the northern part of Mendocino county p and 
soon had the satisfaction of seeing the rosy flush of health re­
turn to the boy's cheek o Satisfied that he had. found the desired 
pl~ce in which to rear his family to a strong manhood and woman­
hood, Mr. Decamp returned home and disposed of his business, after 
which he brought the entire family to Willits, purchasing the old 
Potter ranch of eight hundred acres from Mro Rolstono He has 
since then brought that land up to a high state of cultivation o 
One of his first undertakings was the building of a beautiful 
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and comfortable home for his family, and after that he continued 
to erect good barns, fences and out-buildings on the place, and 
otherwi$e beautify and improve it as his means and time permit­
ted. For some years past Mr. Decamp has conducted a dairy on his 
place and recently he has added a modern creamery, thoroughly 
equipped and up-to-date in every respect. His cattle are Jerseys 
crossed with Red Poll cattle and the herd is one of the finest to 
be found in this section--all clean, healthy animals. He milks 
on an average of seventy-five cows the year round. In addition 
to his farm, Mr. Decamp is also interested in the mercantile 
house of Irvine & Muir Company, incorporated in 1901, and owns 
stock in the Neil Rock Milling Company. The following children 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. Decamp; Edwin F., Jr., now an engin­
eer; Ellen, Myron, Flora and Carrie. Mr. Decamp has found time 
to take an active interest in municipal matters, and in addition 
to serving on the town board eight years, has in other ways given 
evidence of his willingness to promote the public welfare. He 
took an active part in the organization of the first agricultur­
al society in the county. 

GEORGE A. DECKER. The oldest son of Edward and Dolly Ann Puffer 
Decker, was born in Minasha, Wisconsin, July 21, 1854. When he 
was two years old, his parents moved to Kewaunee county, that 
State, where the subject of this sketch resided till 1872, when, 
in July of that year, he came to California, and settled in Oak­
land, Alameda county, where he resided till the spring of 1876, 
when he came to Sonoma county, and settled at Geyserville, where 
he opened a mercantile business, which he continued till 1878, 
when he came to Sherwood and began business there. He was appoint­
ed postmaster at Sherwood in February, 1879, and still holds that 
position. Mr. Decker has also prepared a remedy for asthma, 
which is now becoming quite popular through this State. Married 
in Oakland, July 15, 1873, Miss Mary Parson, who was born In Oak­
land, November 6, 1856, and by· this union there is Ethel Alice, 
born October 9, 1874; Albert Eugene, born September 22, 1875; and 
George Edward, born August 9, 1878. 

BENJAMIN DOUGHERTY. Was born in Hardin county, Kentucky, Febru­
ary 12, 1815, where he received a common school education and 
was engaged in farming and flat boatin9 till September, 1845. 
He then emigrated to Adams county, Illinois, where he filled var­
ious positions till 1850. On March 19th of that year, he left 
for California, coming via Hedspeth route, and arriving in Sacra­
mento July 22d of that year. He immediately began mining on Wea~ 
ver creek, four miles south of Coloma, where he continued until 
September. He then went to Slate creek, El Dorado county, where 
he spent the winter of 1850-51. In the spring of 1851, he went 
on a prospecting tour to Consumnes; thence to Sacramento, and 
from there up the Feather to Bidwell's Bar; then to Wyandotte · 
City, where he mined for a short time; and then back to Bidwell's 
Bar, where he worked for a time. In the fall of 1851, he went to 
Shast~ county, and spent the winter on Churn creek. I~ the spring 
of 1852, he, with six others, went to Cow creek, that county, on a 
prospecting tour. We next find him at Weaverville, Trinity coun­
ty, where . he engaged to work at whip-sawing at $8 per day. In the 
winter of 1852, he went down Trinity river to Canadian Bar, where 
he engaged in mining till April, 1853; he then returned to Weaver­
ville, and in that vicinity remained till the fall of 1855. He 

29 



then went to Arbuckle, Shasta county, where he engaged in whip­
sawing till May 1856. In the above-named month, he came to· Men­
docino county, and settled on his present ranch, where he has 
since continuously resided, being among the first to take up land 
in this vicinity. He is unmarriedo 

ROBERT JAMES DRYDENo The proprietor of the Little Lake stables 
has been interested in the livery business at Willits since 1900f 
when he opened a small barn on the present site on Main street 
and embarked in the business that he still follows. Having very 
little capital, he was forced to begin upon a small scale, but 
it was not long before he had gained the confidence of business 
men and was establishing a trade that gave gratifying promise 
for the future. At first he kept very few horses; now he has 
twenty-one head of good driverso Needing more room he erected 
his present large stable, 72 x 120 feet, two floors, all devoted 
to the livery business. The equipment of vehicles is complete, 
well-assorted, modern. Everything pertaining to the carriages 
and harness is maintained in . first-class condition, indicative 
of the careful, close oversight of the proprietor. In 1914 see­
ing the need of garage and automobile livery in Willits, he assoc­
iated himself with Barney Schow and built a garage 62 x 130 feet, 
adjoining his stables, but facing Humboldt streeto This is a 
two-story steel building, the first floor for automobile storage 
and repair shop and second floor for painting and storage o Auto­
mobiles are kept on hand for hire as well as for sale o While 
giving his attention closely to the building up of a good trade 
and the enlargement of his business, he has not neglected the 
duties of good citizenship, but has found time to serve as a mem­
ber of the city school board and the board of trustees of Willits, 
in which capacities he has labored to promote · the best interests 
of the people. The son of Nathaniel Dryden, a California pioneer 
who crossed the plains from Missouri during the sununer of 1849 f 
Robert J. Dryden was born at Georgetown, Eldorado county, this 
state, November 6, 1887, and passed the first fifteen years of 
life in his native countyo During 1882 he came to Little Lake, 
Mendocino county, and found employment on a ranch, after which, 
either in the employ of others or in working for his own inter­
ests, he engaged in raising sheep and cattle in the valleyo Al­
ways he was skilled in the treatment of stock and was regarded 
as an expert judge of horses, which he could break and manage 
with skill, and it was this fondness for horses that led him in­
to establishing a livery barn at Willits. Since coming here he 
has been made a Mason in Willits Lodge, Noe 365, F o & Ao Mo, and 
with his wife is a member of the Eastern Staro He is also a mem­
ber of the Eagles, Odd Fellows and the Woodmen of the Worldo By 
his marriage to Lillie Longland, a native of the county· and a 
daughter of George Longland, one of Mendocino county's most hon­
ored pioneers, he has two children, Roberta and Ernest. 

JESSE c. DUFFIELD. The manager of the hardware department of the 
Irvine and Muir Lumber Company at Willits has lived in California 
since 1885 and in Mendocino county since 1901. A native of Kan­
sas, he was born at Walton, Harvey county, July 8, 1874, and is 
a son of w. H. and Sarah J. (Ogden) Duffield, natives of I llin­
ois, the latter now a resident of Willits. The father, who serv­
ed in an Illinois regiment during the Civil war and received ser­
ious wounds in the service of his country, afterward took up land 
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on the frontier of Kansas and soon became engaged in general mer­
chandisi~g at Walton. After many years in the same town, during 
1885, he brought his family to the west and settled at Arbuckle, 
Colusa county, where he carried on a general store. Coming to 
Willits in 1901, he started a mercantile store on Main street. 
Later he conducted a similar establishment at Ukiah, where he died 
in 1906. His fraternities were the Independent Order of Odd Fel­
lows, Ancient Order of United Workmen and Grand Army of the .Repub­
lic. Surviving him are the widow and four children, namely: Mrse 
Hattie Wattenburg, of Laurel Dell, Lake county; Mrso Myrtle Saxqn 
o~Willits; Jesse c. of Willits; and his twin sister, Mrs. Bessie 
Tibbitts, of Los Angeles . The only son in the family began to 
assist his father in the mercantile business at a very early age 
and it was not until 1903 that he engaged in any occupation other 
than merchandising. From that year until 1907 he was employed as 
an airbrake inspector for the Northwestern Railroad. During the 
fall of 1907 he became manager of the hardware department for the 
Irvine and Muir Lumber Company and to this responsible position he 
has since given his attention. The residence erected by Mr. Duf­
field on North street is presided over hgspitably by his wife, 
formerly Miss Nettie Bahn, who was born in Rock Tree valley, Men­
docino county, and is a daughter of Fred Bahn, a well-known pion­
eer. In childhood she attended the schools of Willits and laid 
the foundation there of an exc·ellent education o In religion she 
is associated with the Baptist denomination. The four children 
in the family are William, Ernest, Veva and Lawrence o Politically 
a Republican, in 1911 Mr. Duffield was appointed city clerk to 
fill a vacancy in the office and in April of the following year 
he was duly elected to the position, which since he has filled 
with characteristic efficiency and tact o His fraternities are 
the Moose, Knights of the Maccabees and Knights of Pythias at Wil­
lits, in which he has been not only an active worker, but at times 
an officer. A man of much worth he is recognized as one of the 
leading citizens of Willits and his popularity and prominence are 
the result of long association with interests tending to promote 
the local progress. 

RALPH THOMPSON DUNCAN. A comparatively recent but very important 
accession to the business enterprises of Willits is the Rex Drug 
Company, dispens i ng chemi sts and manufacturers of the Rex remedies . 
When the founder of the business came to the town in t he fa l l o f 
1910 he purchased Reed's pharmacy but soon found the building too 
small for the growing business . Accordingly in 1911 he secured 
and remodeled the present insti tution, putting in new f i xtures , a 
soda fountain and the first plate glass front in Willits . Espec­
ially unique is the ice-cream parlor, which is attractively fin­
ished in redwood bark, with an artistic effect unsurprassed by any 
similar institution in the county. The manuf acture of ice cream 
and confectionery is carried on under the most sanitary and whole­
some conditions, while in an entirely separate department are man­
ufactured the Rex remedies, including Ralph's health tablets, Rex 
Lighning Liniment, Rex Mende-Tone (a tonic), Rex sk i n cream (a cure 
for poison oak) • Rex Benzoated lotion (for the complexion) and 
Rex . croup syrup, a cough mixture for children . The prescription 
department is located on the mezzanine flooro In 1913 E. Y. Him­
melwright was taken into partnership as a member of the Rex Drug 
Company, making possible a still further enlargement of the busi­
ness and an even closer attention to every detail of the several 
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departments. A native of Mendocino county, Ralph Thompson Duncan 
was born at Ukiah, May 8, 1887, and is a son of Charles Henry and 
Elizabeth (Shattuck) Duncan, also natives of California. The pat­
ernal grandfather Jacob Duncan, came from Virginia to the Pacific 
coast in a very early day and became a pioneer builder in Ukiah, 
where later Charles H. engaged successively in the hotel and bank­
ing business and as steward for the Mendocino state hospital. 
After twelve years in the last-named position he returned to the 
banking business nad became assistant cashier for the Bank of Ukiah o 
'Phere were three children in the family. The second, Ralph T., a 
graduate of the Ukiah high school, class of 1905, had begun the 
study of pharmacy while only in the seventh grade of the grammar 
school. For some time he was employed in the Hoffman (afterward 
the Gibson) pharmacy. In order to acquire a thorough knowledge 
of the work he took the full course in pharmacy in the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons at San Francisco and in 1907 he passed an 
examination before the state board of examiners. Meantime he . had 
gained practical experience as an employe in a San Franci sco pharm­
acy. From that city he returned to Mendocino county and has since 
engaged as a pharmacist in Willits, where he has improved and de­
veloped one of the finest drug and ice-cream establishments in 
this section of the state. Along the line of his chosen occupa­
tion he maintains membership in the California Pharmaceutical Ass­
ociation. Fraternally he is connected with the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and the Rebekahs and is 
proud of the fact that when only eight years of age he was chosen 
a drummer boy for the Knights of Pythias in Ukiah. In San Fran­
cisco he married Miss Iris Clare, a native of College City, Col-
usa county, the mother of one child, Marjorie Iris Duncan, and a 
leading member of the Rebekahs and Eastern Star at Willits. 

JAMES EDWARDS. Much honor is due to the railroad man who has brav­
ed the dangers incident to railroading to bring thousands of pass­
engers dependent upon him safely to their destinations, but still 
more deference must be paid to the engineer or conductor, whose 
duty takes him to the front in the starting of new roads, whether 
it be on the plains or mountains. Then the completion of the road 
is not the open sesame to the running of the trains, for many years 
often elapse before they move regularly, the rough country often 
causing dangerous slides, which retard and hold up traffic. It 
takes an engineer of years of experience and careful training for 
the responsible and difficult undertaking, and such a man we find 
in James Edwards, who holds a responsible position with the North­
wes·tern Pacific Railroad Company. He is engaged in running a 
train out of Willits on the newly constructed road to Dos Rios o 
Coming from a fine old southern family, Mr. Edwards' birth occurr­
ed in Orleans, Fla . His father, J o W. Edwards, served as a cap­
tain in the southern army during the Civil war, and had three sons 
who were killed while in active service in the Confederate army. 
The captain survived the war and became a farmer. James Edwards 
attended the public schools and began railroading in youth. Work­
ing ~n different departments on various lines, he soon mastered 
railroading in all its details and twelve years ago came to Cali­
fornia to enter the employ of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad 
Company as a conductor. His retention in that company indicates 
how faithful he is to his trust and how well he fulfills his every 
duty. Mrs. Edwards was before her marriage, Mary Marsh of New 
Orleans and to her and her husband has been born one child, Rose-
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marie, the delight and joy of their life. The charming personal­
ity of Mr. Edwards and his sunny, optimistic disposition have won 
him hosts of friends, his ready smile easily winning the confid­
ence of the public. Gifted by nature with those qualities that 
make him at once well received, he is a leader in his line of work 0 

MRS. ROSA D. EXLEY. Of old and honored southern lineage, Mrso 
Exley was born near Elizabethtown, Hardin,. Ky., and is a daught­
er of the late c. s. and Nancy (Daugherty) Daugherty, who although 
bearing the same name, came from families entirely unrelatedo For 
sixty years, from early manhood until his death at a venerable age, 
Mr. Daugherty gave the most efficient and self-sacrificing service 
to the Methodist Episcopal Church South, whose Ministry he adorned 
and whose doctrines he upheld with intelligent zeal o Meanwhile he 
owned and managed his fine plantation of one thousand acres near 
Elizabethtown, where were wont to gather fellow ministers to re­
ceive practical counsel and cheerful encouragement from this learn­
ed man of the church. His devotion to his family was equalled 
only by his love of the church, and he gave to wife and children 
the affectionate attentions that gave him the first place in the 
heart of each. There were five children and three of these are 
still living. Mrs.Exley being the youngest child and only daught­
er. So rapid was her advancement under the capable training of 
her father that at· the age of sixteen she was qualified to teach 
school, and for seven years she followed that profession with com­
mendable zeal and noteworthy success. There had been two brothers 
of Rev. c. s. Daugherty who were attracted to California by the 
lure of the gold fieldso The second of these left Kentucky early 
in 1857 and undoubtedly perished on the plains, but no word of his 
fate ever came back to the waiting relativeso The other brother, 
Benjamin, had crossed the plains in 1855 on horseback and had ar­
rived in Sacramento with fifty cents as his total capital. Fortun­
ately he secured work at once with a lumber company and was paid 
$8 per day. Soon he drifted to the mines at Marysville, but did 
not find the hoped-for fortune in the camp or river bed. Direct­
ing his attention to the aquisition of land, he became a pioneer 
of Little Lake valley, Mendocino county, and took up one hundred 
acres of government land near the present site of Willits. There 
he remained until his death in 1883 . All through this part of the 
country he was known as General Daugherty, the title coming from 
his skillful resistance of Indian attacks on the plains ; where he 
so shrewdly and successfully outgeneraled the savages that he was 
given a military title among his acquaintanceso Having no family 
to inherit his property, it fell to the brother in Kentucky, Rev. 
c. So· Daugherty, who in 1901 with his son, Robert, came to Mendo­
cino county and laid out the Daugherty addition to Willits. When 
the business had been settled and the addition sold Mr o Daugherty 
returned to his Kentucky plantation in April , 1904, and there he 
passed away February s, 1914, having survived his aged wife, who 
died at the old home June 28, 1908. Their daughter, Mrso Exley, 
joined her father and brother at Willits March 28, 1902, and in 
San Francisco November 23 1 1904 she became the wife of M~ Do Exley 
who was . born and reared in that citye A .painter and· decorator by 

' trade, he continued to follow the trade since his marriage, al-
though a portion of his time is given to the ranch owned by Mrs c 
Exley and located one mile west of Willitso Two hundred and five 
acres are devoted largely to pasturage, hay and grain, and stock­
raising has. been; made a vital part of the farm work ; The family 
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of Mr. and Mrs. Exley consists of four children, namely: Fred Corn­
elius, Rosa Daugherty, Alice Roberta and Richard Martin. In addi­
tion Mrs. Exley took into her home a lonely girl of twelve years, 
Rose Kramer, who now at nineteen years is repaying tQe kindness 
of the ~ast by her own affectionate devotion to the entire family 
and particularly to the small childreno This act on the part of 
Mrs. Exley is indicative of her helpful, kindly and capable dis­
position. Brimming over with the milk of human kindnesses, she 
is· ever ready and anxious to assist those less fortunate than her-
self and never allows an opportunity to pass for the doing of some ·· 
unselfish act in the interests of otherso For years she has been 
a communicant of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Descended from 
stanch old Democratic forefathers, she is ardent in her advocacy 
of the same principles and takes much interest in public affairs. 
To an exceptional degree she possesses business ability and all 
of her interests are controlled with sagacious judgment, while 
combined with this important attribute are cheerfulness under all 
circumstances, gentleness and a loyal devotion to family and friends. 

SILAS BARRON FARNSWORTH. The owner of the Sherwood Creamery ranch 
in Mendocino county is an influential member of a pioneer Californ­
ia family that has been connected with the history of San Francis­
co since the '50s, the first of the name on the coast having been 
his father, the late David Lo Farnsworth, a native of New Hampshire 
and a man of remarkably forceful characteristics. Innate individ­
ual attributes, quickened by the circumstance of association with 
the west during an epoch-making era, enabled him to attain an un­
usual degree of success. From a most humble beginning that includ­
ed the work of a hired hand on a milk ranch, he rose to be the 
executive head of a large enterprise. The purchase of a team prov­
ed the foundation of a teaming business which, with the later ad­
mission of John Ruggles into partnership and with the incorporation 
of the firm of Farnsworth & Ruggles, utilized thirty-six large draft 
horses in one team for the hauling in one load of the heaviest 
freight and machinery brought to San Francisco. At the time of his 
death in 1899 the business had developed into the largest teaming 
concern in the entire city, and he was then succeeded by a man who 
had learned the business under him, George A. Hart, as president 
and general manager. Politics interested him little nor was he 
solicitous to identify himself with local affairs, although he 
yielded to the persuasions of friends and consented to serve for 
one term as representative from the eight,ffward upon the county 
board of supervisors. For years he was associated with Masonry 
and exemplified in his life the doctrines of philanthropy and bro­
th~rhood enunciated by the order. Eight years after his demise 
occurred the death of his wife, Fannie (Locke) Farnsworth, who 
like himself claimed New Hampshire as her native commonwealth. 
The family of this influential pioneer of San Francisco numbered 
three children, two of whom survive. The eldest, Silas Barron, 
was born in San Francisco February 28, 1868, and received an ex­
cellent education in the Lincoln grammar school and the commercial 
department of Litton Springs College. After the completion of his 
business course in 1889 he entered the office of .Farnsworth & Rug­
gles ' as bookkeeper and collector, continuing as such for six years, 
and he is still ~ large stockholder and a director in the concern a 
The necessity of superintending the Sherwood creamery ranch brought 
him to the Sherwood valley, Mendocino. county, where he has since 
remained, although since 1904 he has leased the ranch and stock 
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and has made his headquarters in Willitse The ranch lies ten 
miles north of town on the Humboldt county road and comprises f if­
teen hundred and twenty acres well adapted for the raising of hay 
and grain and for the pasturage of stock. Usually about one hun­
dred and twenty-five tons of hay are cut from the meadows and this 
is used for the winter feed of the dairy herd of one .hundred and 
fifty head of milch cows. Some of the finest full-blooded and 
high-grade Holsteins to be found in the entire country, are on his 
ranch, included among them being winners of first prizes at the 
1913 State Fair in Sacramento. At this writing about eighty-five 
head are being milked. The butter sold from the ranch is purchas­
ed in the markets of Willits, Fort Bragg and Ukiah, .and the per­
fection of quality results in the sale of all product at the high­
est prices. Since leasing the ranch and the fine herd of Holsteins, 
Mr. Farnsworth has maintained only a general supervision of the 
property and has thus had leisure for the due consideration of 
other large and valuable interests elsewhere in the state. Aside 
from membership in the Eagles he has no fraternal connecti ons, nor 
has he been active in politics except in the respect of casting a 
straight 'Republican ticket at general elections. Enterprises for 
the upbuildi ng of the town and county have depended upon his wise 
counsel and energetic participation, and in Willits there is a 
general recognition of his executive ability, progressive spirit 
and devotion to public interests. 

WILLIAM FULWIDER. The subject of this sketch was born in Rock­
bridge county, Virginia, April 5, 1832. At his birthplace he re­
ceived a common school education, and resided till the spring of 
1852 when he came via Cape Horn to Californi a, arriving in the 
Golden State in August of that year. He immediately preceded to 
Trinity county and began mining near Weavervi·lle, which business 
he followed in that vicinity till the spring of 1856, when i n May 
of that year he came to Mendocino county, and settled on his pres­
ent place of three hundred and twenty acres. In June, 1856 he 
went to the Fraser River excitement, and was absent one year, when 
he a·gain returned to his home in this valley, and has since resid­
ed here. Married in October, 1860, and has nine children, Robert 
Ho, born December 27, 1861; Sarah F., November 18, 1863; Mary J o, 
September 10, 1865; John w., February 12, 1867; Theodore E., Nov­
ember 9, 1868; Lucine E., September 29, 1870; Ella F e , October 14, 
1872; Augustus c., February 8, 1875; Laura E., December 25, 1876 0 

PROFESSOR ROY GOOD. Educational work is of leading importance to 
all the citizens in every community. Those who enter the profess­
ion must necessarily possess qualities of an high order, for to 
their hands and to their intelligence is committed the task of 
preparing the young for the responsibilities of life. The princi­
pal of the grammar school of Willits is a young man standing at 
the threshold of his career as instructor, yet already shown to 
be the possessor of the difficult qualifications called for in his 
chosen work. Clear insight into character, phenomenal energy and 
a capacity for this important work admirably adapt him for the 
profession, while a dispassionate attitude renders him successful 
as .a disciplinarian. Outside of the schoolroom he is known to be 
a young man of pleasing personality and broad information, a cul­
tured conversationalist and a keen student of life and of human 
natureo Representing the third generation of the family in Calif­
ornia, Professor Good may truly be termed of pioneer extractiono 
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His father, Bennett, was born near Sutter's Fort, Sacramento county 
in 1854, and his earliest recollections were those of the gold 
fields, with their throngs of miners from every part of the world o 
While yet very young he tried his luck at mining as ris father had 
done before him, but in neither instance was there any encourage­
ment in results. Later he turned his attention to stock-raising 
and became a cattleman in Hwnboldt county, whence he came to Men­
docino county to take up general farming . Upon retiring from agri­
cultural cares he established a home in Willits and there he still 
resides, together with his wife, who was Lillian Emery, a native 
of Holly, Mieh e Their family comprised four sons and three daught­
ers, and the third in order of birth, Roy, was born at Willits, 
December 16, 1888, received a h i gh school education and is one of 
the native-born sons of whom the community is j ustly proud. After 
having taught for a number of years in the valley, in 1912 he was 
elected principal of the Willits grammar school, and has since 
filled the office with efficiency, making good in his chosen work 
of educator. With a sound mind, a sound body and a calm tempera ­
ment, he discharges the duties of each day impartially and with 
judicial tact. While giving ·himself closely to educational work 
he has found leisure for the fraternities and is acti vely assoc­
iated with Willits Lodge No. 256, I oOoO.Fo also with the Rebekahs 
at Willits. 

PARKER L. HALL. Diversified interests, civic, political and com­
mercial, have had the intelligent participation of Mr o Hall, who 
as a resident of Mendocino county since 1868 and as a leading cit­
izen of Willits has figured in enterprises for the permanent pro­
gress of the community. Since 1905 he has served in the capacit y 
of city engineer and at the same time has filled the office of 
superintendent of streets, besides which he holds a commission as 
notary public and carries on also a general insurance business a s 
a representative of old-line companies. In the capaci ty of engi n­
eer he has made surveys to establish grades, has surveyed for the 
sewage system and has laid out all the subdivisons and additions 
to Willits as well as the acre tracts. For ten years or more he 
served as justice of the peace, and his impartial, intelligent 
service proved satisfactory to the people of the township o Appoint­
ed postmaster at Willits under the McKinley administration, he 
filled the office for five years and proved thoroughly capable and 
efficient. From the age of eleven years Mr o Hall has l i ved in 
California. His father, Larned M. , a native of Massachusetts and 
a farmer by occupation, came via Nicaragua to the west in 1853 and 
engaged in farming near Ione, Amador county. Meanwhile h i s wi fe, 
Rosette (Hollister) Hall, had left Massachusetts with her only 
child, Parker L., and had gone to visit relatives in Rockford, Ill o 
pending a trip to the western coast as soon as her husband had pr e­
pared for her. While yet at Rockford in 1855 she died and the boy 
was given a home by an uncle in Whiteside county, Ill o , but in 1861 
his · father returned for him and brought him to California via Pan­
ama, settling at Ione, in Amador county o In 1868 both came to 
Little Lake valley, Mendocino county, and settled on a farm, but 
afterward the father sold the property and bought a ranch near 
Uki~h, where in 1889 his death occurred. Parker L o who was born 
at Sandersfield, Masso, November 22, 1850, is a graduate of Com­
mings academy and taught school for a year, afterward studying 
surveying, which he has since followed more or less closelyo For 
some years -he engaged in carpentering and building. With the excep-
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tion of a few years he has lived in Little Lake valley continuous­
ly since 1868 and is one of the leading Republicans of Willits as 
well as a contributor to movements for the educational and commer­
cial welfare of the community. Fraternally he is past grand of 
Little Lake Lodge No. 277, I.o.o.F., and for years officiated as 
secretary of the same. He is also past district deputy grand mas­
ter of District No. 60. In Little Lake valley he married Miss 
Nancy Case, who was born in Missouri and at an early age came to 
California with her father, James Case, a pioneer of this valley. 
From girlhood she has been an earnest Christian and a sincere mem­
ber of the Baptist Church. Five children were born of their union, 
one of whom, James, died at twenty-three years of age. Those now 
living are as follows: George o., a farmer; Thomas H., a black­
smith; and Jesse L., a carpenter (all three sons living in Little 
Lake valley and being well known at Willits); and the only daugh­
ter, Tillie R., wife of H. c. Mohn, also of Willits. 

CHRIS HANSEN. The opportunities afforded by Mendocino county to 
young men of determination of character and energy of temperament 
find an illustration in the life of Chris Hansen, a native of Aro, 
Denmark, born November 4, 1854, and since the spring of 1875 a 
resident of California. His father was a farmer in the fertile 
little island where Chris was reared and educated in the public 
school, and he remained at home assisting on the farm until nearly 
twenty-one years of age, when he came to California. After two 
years at Stewart's Point he came in 1877 to Westport, Mendocino 
county, where he engaged in teaming until 1902. At that time he 
rented land and began farming, afterwards purchasing the ranch 
known as the Gordon ranch and at about the same time engaged in 
butchering in Westport. In about 1907 he located in Covelo, Round 
Valley, where he purchased and improved a ranch; later, in 1910, 
removing to Ukiah and from there to Willits. At this writing Mr. 
Hansen is the owner of a quarter section of grain land in Round 
valley and also owns a one hundred and sixty acre ranch of valley 
land adjoining Willits, the tract forming a rich, productive farm, 
well adapted to grain, hay and potatoes, which he superintends and 
operates. In addition he owns a butcher shop at Willits and a 
slaughter house near the town, besides having a one-half interest 
in the Ukiah Meat Market. The management of the land and the 
meat business keeps him busily engaged the year round and just 
now his activities are rendered more important through the fill­
ing of a large contract to supply meat to the employes of the Utah 
Construction Company, engaged in construction work in the exten­
sion of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad to Eureka. Fraternally 
Mr, Hansen was made a Mason in Covelo Lodge No. 231, F. & A.M., 
and with his wife is a member of Willits Chapter No. 314, OoE.S. 
By his marriage at Westport in August, 1887, he was united with 
Miss Martha Branscomb, born in Green valley, Sonoma county, the 
daughter of B. F. Branscomb, a pioneer of California now residing 
in Branscomb, Mendocino county. Mr. and Mrs. Hansen have a family 
of nine children, namely: Ethel (now Mrs. E. s. Bray of Willits, 
Cal.), Carrie, Lawrence {who is married to Kate Hurt and who ass­
ists his father), Genevieve, James (deceased}, Lillabel, Mildred, 
Chris. J. and Lucile, all natives of Mendocino county. 

' 

JESSE HEYWARD. A lifetime resident of California and from young 
manhood permanently identified with the lumber business in all of 
its departments. Mr. Heyward has witnessed the growth of the com-
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monwealth and the development of his chosen occupation. Every 
phase of lumbering from logging to sawing and planing he thorough­
ly understands, for he has had a practical experience dating back 
to his youth, when he began to learn the rudiments of ' the industry, 
and extending up to the present time with his duties of a most 
responsible nature. Efficiency shown in previous positions of 
trust led to his selection in 1903 to come to Willits as manager 
of the planing mill and yards of the Northwestern Redwood Company, 
a large concern that makes shipments of all grades of lumber to 
every part of the United States. In this post he has made good, 
proving a valuable man to the company as well as a distinct addi­
tion to the citizenship of the town. The Heyward family is of old 
English extraction. Thomas, who was born and raised in Devonshire, 
left England at the age of twenty-one to establish himself in the 
new world, making the voyage via Quebec. For a few years he work­
ed at farming in Illinois near Springfield and while there he mar­
ried Eliza Church, a native of that state. During 1850 he and his 
wife crossed the plains with ox-teams and wagon. It was his inten­
tion to engage in mining, but his first experiences in that line 
proved so unprofitable that he was obliged to seek another source 
of livelihood. Thus it happened that he settled on a ranch near 
Bodega, Sonoma county, whence later he removed to Fort Ross in the 
same county, and in 1886 he established himself on a ranch near 
Point Arena, where he specialized in the dairy business. His wife 
died at Fort Ross and his demise occurred in 1907 at Santa Rosa. 
Their four sons, all living, are as follows: William, of San Fran­
cisco; Frank, of Petaluma; Jesse, of Mendocino county; and Henry, 
of Oakland. During the residence of the family on a ranch near 
Bodega, Sonoma county, Jesse Heyward was born January 21, 1867. 
The public schools of Bodega and Fort Ross gave him advantages in 
the ordinary lines of study. In 1886 he came with his father to 
Mendocino county and settled at Point Arena, where he began to 
learn the lumber business. At first he worked as a day laborer 
in the logging camps. Little by little he advanced as his exper­
ience made his services more valuable to the company. For a time 
he was employed as head sawyer in the sawmill of the Westover Com­
pany at Guerneville, Sonoma county. On returning to Mendocino 
county, he became foreman of the yard of the Gualala Mill Company 
at Gualala, later holding a similar position with the Usal Redwood 
Company. After a period of employment at Caspar, Mendocino county, 
as assistant foreman with the Caspar Lumber Company, in 1903 he 
came to Willits, where since he has been connected with the North­
western Redwood Company as manager of the planing mill and yards. 
It has not been his inclination to participate in politics, but 
he keeps posted concerning public affairs and votes the Republican 
ticket at national elections. Since coming to Willits, he has been 
connected with the local lodge, Knights of P"4'ythias. Mrs. Heyward, 
formerly Clara N. Blair, was born at Cahto, ~endocino county, and 
received her education in local schools. She is the daughter of 
William J. and Mary (Wood) Blair, who were born in Vermont and 
Alameda county, Cal., respectively. By the former marriage of Mr. 
Heyward to Mary c. Beebe, of Point Arena, he is the father of two 
children. The son, George, assists in the mill and yard. The 
daughter, Hazel, is a graduate nurse of McNutt hospital and is now 
the wife of P. A. Hugo, of Los Angeles. 

EDWIN Y. HIMMELWRIGHT. German descent is indicated by the name 
~immelwright. Very early in the colonization of the new world 
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some of the family established themselves in Pennsylvania and there 
successive generations lived and died. A nineteenth century repre­
sentative married a Miss Jennings, of an old English family, and 
their son, Samuel born near Trenton, became proprietor of the Red­
line hotel at Ardmore, Montgomery county, Pa., the only inn along 
the Lancaster pike and noted as a meeting place of officers during 
the Revolutionary period. Not far away in Malvern, Chester county, 
the site of one of the engagements that helped to make history in 
the United States. From the hotel Samuel Himmelwright moved to a 
farm near Bristol and there spent his last years in agricultural 
pursuits. By his marriage to Maria Crewe, who was born near Val­
ley Forge of English descent and now resides at Doylestown, Pa., 
he had a family of six children, five of whom are now living. The 
youngest of the number, Edwin Yocum, was born at Ardmore, Montgom­
ery county, Pa., April 15, 1883, and is a graduate of the E. Spen­
cer Miller high school in Philadelphia. A love of adventure and 
desire to see the country have led him to many· parts of the United 
States, but of all the states California is his favorite and no­
where has he found conditions more to his liking than on the Pac­
ific coast. Mr. Himmelwright came to California in 1902 and since 
then has alternated between the coast and the east, in various 
places, but the last eight years have been spent mostly in Mendo­
cino county with the Van Arsdale estate. He became a partner in 
the Rex Drug Company at Willits, in November, 1913, since which 
time he has engaged with Mr. Duncan in the manufacture of the Rex 
remedies and in the management of an establishment ranking among 
the thoroughly modern drug stores of the county. 

LAURANCE CLAY HOPPER. Various states of the middle west were made 
the home of the Hopper family at different times, but they were 
identified especially with Kentucky, and James B., son of John L., 
a Kentuckian who served in the Civil war was born at Bowling Green, 
that state, where during young manhood he engaged in general farm­
ing and stock-raising. A desire to see something of other sections 
of the country and a hope of bettering his condition led him to 
Missouri and to Adams county, Ill., later to Colorado, where he 
located with his family near Empire on Clear creek. Eventually he 
returned to Missouri, and settied in Linn county, where he at first 
engaged in the insurance business and afterward became a traveling 
salesman. Through his marriage to Louisa Foster, who was born in 
Iowa and died ~n Missouri, there were three children, the eldest 
of whom Laurance Clay, was born near Clayton, Adams county, Ill., 
November 21, 1876. At the age of fourteen years he became a cow­
boy on the plains of Kansas and Colorado, engaging to ride the 
range for a cattleman of Victoria, near Fort Hayes. During the 
year as cowboy he had many exciting and even dangerous experiences 
and enjoyed to the utmost the outdoor existence with its element 
of peril. A return to the routine of farming in Missouri proved 
tame and uninteresting, so that he was ready to embrace an oppor­
tunity to learn the business of an aeronaut with Uncle Tom Baldwin, 
at Quincy, Ill., where he made his first flight in June, 1893. 
Afterward he made descensions with parachute from gas and hot-air 
balloons. His travels took him to every part of the United States 
and gave him a thorough knowledge of conditions, so that he is 
exceptionally well informed in regard to the country. Being a 
skilled and efficient aeronaut, he went through some dangerous ad­
ventures unscathed and in his three or four falls received no ser­
ious injuries. At the time of the breaking out of the Spanish-
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American war he was in Virginia and volunteered his services to 
the cause, becoming a member of Company c, Third Virginia UoS.V o 
Regiment. He served with the regiment unti l mustered out at the 
close of the war, when he returned to the balloon business. For 
some years after ceasing to make air flights, Mr. Hopper engaged 

--.. --. 

in the street carnival business, and in that capacity visited many 
sections of the middle states and the south. During 1901 he came 
to California and found employment at Oakland in the off ice of the 
surveyor of Alameda county, where he remained until the earthquake, 
April 18, 1906. The falling of the Sherman and Clay building on 
Broadway and Thirteenth streets crushed in the St . Charles hotel, 
where he was sleeping. Seriously injured and with difficulty drag­
ged from the ruins, it was three months before he had recovered 
sufficiently to resume work at any occupation. He then entered 
the store of Smith Bros., stationers, with whom he continued for 
a year and afterward returned to surveying. From Oakland he came 
to Willits to superintend the construction of the sewer system in 
the employ of the Vincent Construction Company, and later he fil­
led the same position with the same conce rn at Newman. On the com­
pletion of the contract he returned to Willits and engages in cem­
ent and sewer contracting. December 12, 1910, he entered the em­
ploy of the Willits Water & Power Company as resident manager and 
superintendent of the water department which position he is fill­
ing with characteristic efficiency . In politics he votes with the 
Republican party. Fraternally he is identified with the Woodmen 
of the World. The unique and attractive bungalow which he erected 
on South Main street is presided over by his wife who was Miss 
Amelia F. Vega, a native of Tuolumne county, this state, and at 
the time of their marriage a resident of Fruitvale, Alameda county o 

CHARLES A. IRVINE. No slight precedence as a business man of Wil­
lits is held by Charles A. Irvine, member of the Irvine & Muir 
Lumber Company, Incorporated, and an honored pioneer of 1859 in 
Mendocino county. Many states of this nation and many countries 
across the ocean have contributed to the upbuilding of California, 
and not the least of these is New York, which Mr . Irvine claims as 
his native commonwealth, his birth having occurred in Cochecton, 
Sullivan county, November 5, 1834. While his parents, William and 
Emily (Mitchell) Irvine, were both natives of Sullivan county the 
fa.rnily is of English and Scotch-Irish descent, The grandfather, 
Charles Irvine, corning from the North of Ireland to Sullivan county, 
N. Y. The paternal great-grandfather, Oliver Calkin, and the mat­
ernal great-grandfather, Bezeleel Tyler, served in the Revolution­
ar~ war and fought in the Indian battle at Lockawaxen, in Sullivan 
county, the latter being killed while in command. William Irvi ne, 
the father of Charles A., was engaged in farming and lumbering, 
rafting down the Delaware, a hazardous undertaking particularly 
over the difficult rapids, and while he was manufacturing lumber 
at his saw-mill in Cochecton he always steered the raft himself. 
He spent his last days in Minnesota. Charles A. Irvine had the 
advantages of the public schools, afterward attended the Union 
Academy in Damascus, Pa., where he completed the course o He learn­
ed the lumber business with his father from a boy, and in 1852, 
when the family moved to Madison county, N.Y o, he aided his fath-
er in the merchandise business, continuing there until 18570 The 
era of his young manhood was witnessing the numerical upbuilding 
of the west and the transformation of prairie land into cultivat-
ed farms. Attracted by hope of material advance, he joined the 
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Main Street, Willits . The Willits Hotel in rear background 
and Bob Dryden's livery stable on right fo r eground. Circa 1907 . 
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The Willits Hotel opened March 23, 1902 . It was torn down 
in February 1955. This hotel was described as having all 
the modern improvements except an elevator. It had 100 
rooms, a six foot fireplace, a beautiful Redwood bar, and 
the fine st dining room north of San Francisco. 



' 

The Buckner Hotel opened March, 1902. It was built on the 
same location as the original Little Lake Hotel. The 50 room 
hotel cost $20, 000. It was destroyed in the 1906 earthquake. 



• 

The Willits Commerical Bank was incorporated April 11, 
1904 . Capital $50 , 000 . W. A. Foster, President; J. W. 
Lilienthal, Vice President; W. H. B aechtel, Cashier; C. M. 
Walker Assistant Cashier . 

The original Willits Store was purchased by Irvine and 
Muir in 1901, enlarged to three departments, and call­
ed the Willits Mercantile Company . In March, 1929 the 
company was sold to J. J . Keller, R . C. J. Ritschel, and 
E. E. Johnson. 



Joseph Schloegel' s modern butcher shop in Willits. 

Fourth of July, 1915. The Ice and Soda Works building is 
shown in the background. This building is still used today. 

.. 



Student body of the old Willits Pine Street Grammar School. 

The r ailroad was complet ed to Willits in 1902 . The engine 
shown here was built in 1902, by American . It was scrap­
ped in 1934 . The picture was taken at the Ridgewood Sta­
tion at the top of Ridgewood grade. Circa 1903 . 



Willits High School Basketball teams, 1921. Wil l its Union 
High School was organized in 1904 . In 1908, thirty thousand 
dollars was voted to build the first high school building. Prior 
to 1908, the school classes \Vere held in the second floor of 
the Willits Mercantile Building. The high school building 
burned in 1928. 



westward march of colonization and went to Iowa in 1857, but a 
brief sojourn in that state did not prove satisfactory on account 
of ague. In 1859 he started for Pike's Peak, but met so many re­
turning that he decided to come on to California with his comrades. 
In this state he has s~nce lived, with the exception of three years, 
1863-66, when on account of his health h~ spent a protracted period 
in Minnesota where his father resided. Noye, one of the first 
ports established in Mendocino county, and, indeed, one of the 
earliest north of San Francisco, had just been opened when Mr. Ir­
vine landed there in 1859. A lumber company had inaugurated a 
large business and he easily found employment as bookkeeper in 
their office at the mouth of the Noyo rivero There he remained 
until he went to Minnesota. On coming back to Mendocino county 
in 1867 he entered the employ of Simpson & White, merchants at 
Cahto, as a bookkeeper, which position he filled for ten yearso 
Meanwhile, he served from 1874 to 1876 as county clerk and during 
that time maintained a home in Ukiah. Perceiving a favorable open­
ing in the new town of Willits, in 1880, he came hither and here 
he still resides. The three decades and more of '.lilis:· identification 
with the town have been frui t ·ful of large business enterprises and 
civic energy. From 1880 until 1882 he conducted a general store 
alone, but in the latter year he admitted to partnership Henry Ba 
Muiro In 1887 he purchased the interest of his partner, to whom 
in conjunction with Samuel Baechtel, he sold out in the fall of 
the same yearo From 1889 to 1891 he engaged in the real-estate 
business at Ukiah, from which place he went to San Francisco to en­
gage in the conunission business. Returning to Willits in 1896, he 
and Henry B. Muir again became partners in mercantile houses. 
During 1901 the business was incorporated as the Irvine & Muir 
Company and two years later, a lumber business having been added 
in 1902, the title was changed to the Irvine & Muir Lumber Company, 
under which name one of the largest mercantile houses of the county 
is now conducted. Included in the company's possessions are two 
mills and lumber tracts in the redwoods, one at Irmulco, eleven 
miles from Willits and one six miles southwest of town, as well as 
the department store, well stocked with goods of every description, 
which are displayed to customers by attentive and efficient clerkso 
Mro Irvine has been secretary Of the company since its organization, 
Besides his large holdings as a member of the lumber corpor.ation v 

in 1884 he acquired the Simpson ranch of nine hundred acres near 
Blue Rock, and found pleasure in developing the same as a stock 
farm. In the furthering of his enterprises he has gained prestige 
as one of the substantial and representative men of this section 
of the state. As early as 1872 Mr. Irvine became connected with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and he is still a ·member of 
Cahto Lodge, of which he is past grand. He was a charter member 
of San Hedrin Encampment at Ukiah, organized in 1875, of which he 
was past chief patriarch and is a member of the subsidiary order 
of Rebekahs. His fraternal associations are enlarged through mem­
bership in the Ancient Order of United Workmene Politically he is 
a Republican, his first presidential vote being cast for John Co 
Fremont, and he has been an active member of the county conunittee 
for .many yearso By his marriage to Sophronia Roosa, a native of 
Bethel, Sullivan county, NoY., he is the father of three children, 
Mary Estelle, Mrse R. I. Shimmin of Willits~ Charles Alonzo., with 
the Irvine& Muir Lumber Company; and Emily, who married R. Eo Shim­
min. 
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THOMAS B. JOHNSON. Although the thrifty connnunity of Willits has 
not long profited by the citizenship of Thomas B. Johnson, he is 
nevertheless securely launched upon its sea of political activity, 
and is acceptably filling the office of city marshal, to which he 
was duly appointed April 21, 1901. This office carries with it 
large responsibility, and in its duties requires a keen knowledge 
of human nature, as well as tact, patience and goad judqment. 
These Mr. Johnson possesses i~ generous measure, his personal pop­
ularity aiding_ him in accomplishing many desired results. He is 
not an adept in the gentle art of making enemies, but on the con­
trary has the faculty of harmonizing unruly elements, his theories 
being reformative rather than harshly corrective. In his youth Mr. 
Johnson has the certain advantage of a farm training, for his par­
ents, William and Nancy (Crane) Johnson, owned a fair-sized farm 
in Van Buren county, Iowa, where his birth occurred August 12, 
1842. He arose early in the morning for many ears of his life, 
and his home tasks were not always completed with the setting of 
the sun. A rugged constitution resulted from muscular labor in 
the field, and for this he is infinitely grateful, as are all who 
appreciate the precious boon of health. At the age of twenty-one 
he branched out on his own responsibility and went to Montana, 
where he mined for two years, and then returned to his native state 
and county. Nevertheless, the memory of the freedom experienced 
in the west remained with him indefinitely, as is the case with 
majority who once wander towards the western sea. In 1890 he re­
tired from farming and moved into Bonaparte, Iowa, and while there 
made arrangements to join his sister, Mrs. Hiram Willits, wife of 
the founder of this town, who was then living in lonely widowhood. 
He followed farming near here for about five years, or until his 
election to the difficult post of marshal of the town. Always in 
favor of the Democratic party, Mr. Johnson cast his first presid­
ential vote for a · Democratic candidate, and has since _stanchly 
maintained the interests of the party. His first wife was Rebecca, 
daughter of Joseph F. Perkins, who was born in Iowa, her death oc­
curring at the age of twenty-seven years. Mrs. Johnson left two 
children, of whom Hallie married Iowa Hunter and lives in Bonaparte, 
Iowa; and William Burton m~rried Grace Davidson, and is associated 
with the Millbrae Dairy of San Francisco. For a second wife Mr. 
Johnson married Josephine, daughter of B. J. Whitmore, a native of 
Iowa, who died in 1894, at the age of firty-five years. Panzie, 
one of the daughters of this union, is a teacher in the schools 
of Mendocino county, and Maggie Meta died at the age of six months. 

GEORGE CALVIN LEWIS. The youngest in the family of twelve children 
whose parents were Benjamin F. and Mary (Anderson) Lewis and the 
only one of the entire number to migrate to the Pacific coast, 
George Calvin Lewis was born at the old homestead near Bunker Hill, 
Berkeley county, w. Va., June 10, 1864, and became familiar with 
agricultural pursuits at an age when the majority of boys are free 
from responsibilities. As the elder children pne by one started 
out to earn their livelihood in the world, he was left to assume 
more and more the management of the farm, whose cultivation he 
endeavored to promote in such a manner as to secure a livelihood 
for the remaining members of the family. From early youth he cher­
ished an ambition to settle ip the west, but it was not until 1891, 
at the age of twenty-seven years, that such a m0ve was possible for 
him. Leaving the old home neighborhood he came alone to California 
and found employment at Fres~o, whence after spendin9 a year he re-
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moved to Mendocino county. Since 1892 he has made his home and 
headquarters in or near Willits, where in that year on the 16th 
of November he married Miss Carrie McKinley, a native daughter of 
the county, born at Ukiah, educated in local schools and with a 
large circle of friends throughout the locality. During the early 
'50s her father, James McKinley, a Missourian by birth and parent­
age, came across the plains and settled in California. For a long 
period he and his wife, Sarah (Frost) McKinley, lived on a farm 
near Ukiah, but in 1884 they established a home in Willits, where 
he died in 1909, and where Mrs. McKinley is still living. After 
an efficient service of twelve years as foreman for Harley Bros e 
& Co o, nurserymen, at Willits, Mre Lewis then purchased his pres­
ent home farm of fifty-five acres, situated one and one-half miles 
northeast of town, and here he has since made a specialty of rais­
ing potatoes. The soil is well adapted to the potato vine and he 
usually averages from seventy-five to one hundred sacks of spuds 
to the acre. Since corning on the farm he has been in the employ 
of the Northwestern Lumber Company at different times, but during 
the busy se.ason on the farm he devotes his attention exclusively 
to the rnanaqement of the crops. In his family there are four 
children now living, George Calvin, Jr., Walter, Vivian, and Geor­
gia. One daughter, Virginia, died at the age of three years and 
four months. For a number of years Mr., Lewis served as school 
trustee in Little Lake district. The cause of free education has 
in him a firm advocate. He believes thoroughly in training the 
young for the responsibilities of life and favors any movement 
for raising the standard of education. Politically he votes with 
the Democratic party. In fraternal relations he is a Moose and a 
Mason, having been made a Mason in Willits Lodge, No. 365, F ., & Ac 
Me, in which he is now Junior Warden. Both he and his wife are 
leading workers in the Willits Chapter, No. 314, Order of the East­
ern Star, in which Mrs. Lewis is conductresso Not only in that 
organization, but also in general social circles, they are admir­
ed for their optimistic outlook on life, their broad humanitarian­
ism and their sincere fidelity to every duty of citizenshipo 

WILLIAM LEWIS. One of the most successful and well known m.en of 
Willits is Mr. Lewis, who is one of California's native-born sons, 
having been born in Portwine, Sierra county, March 17, 1865 ~ He 
is the son of Evan Lewis who was a sailor on the high seas and a 
native of Wales and who came around Cape Horn , located at San Fran­
cisco, and there married Lizzie Walters, a native of Wisconsin o 
Mrs o Lewis having passed away while living in Sierra county, Evan 
Lewis decided to locate in Lake county, and with his four children 
earn~ to Lower Lake, where he engaged in teaming, up to the t i me of 
his death, which occurred at Adams Springsc In Lake county, Will­
iam Lewis received his earlier education and when twe l ve years old 
he began to engage in teaming, being employed by his father ~ The 
first team he ever handled was one of six horses over the rough­
est mountain roads, but he became an expert teamster and driver, 
later driving logging teams at different mills in the county and 
many times had as high as seven and eight yoke or fourteen to six­
teen oxen for a logging team. These ox teams would be strung out 
one hundred and twelve feet along the road and were hitched to a 
string of logs a quarter of a mile l ,ong e It necessitated great 
quickness of eye and decision coupled with tact and ability to 
handle these immense teams, but l'le was always successfu.l even 
when driving the largest teams. To achieve his greatest. success 
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it was always necessary to purchase only the finest animals and 
he was always particular in his choice., placing the fastest oxen 
as the leaders. Finally he purchased a team of leaders whose com­
bined weight was 4400 pounds. In 1902 he took his outfit to Men­
docino county where he did logging and heavy teaming for the North­
western Redwood Company at Willits, then also for the mills in the 
Sherwood valley and later the Dickinson Mill on the Tomkiah river, 
and the Irvine Muir Lumber Company. In 1909 Mr. Lewis gave up the 
business of logging to engage in the transfer and general contract­
ing business, buying the business of o. Cureton and Morgan Whitcomb, 
which he successfully and ably conducts until now he has the larg­
est business of the kind in Willits. For his teaming he has two 
six-ton drays, his spans of horses weighing over three thousand 
pounds. He is also engaged in grading and leveling. Besides his 
residence property on Main street, he also owns a very valuable 
site of two hundred and forty feet on the same street where he has 
his large barns, models of their kind in the county. Mr. Lewis is 
a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Woodmen of the 
World and Knights of the Maccabees, and is an ardent Democrat, en­
tering into all political matters for the good of the community. 
He entered into marriage in Lake county with Betty Thompson, also 
a native of California and of their union there are two children, 
Vernoi and Blanche. For four years Mr. Lewis was a member of the 
board of trustees of the town of Willits and served his term fai th­
fully and well. He is a very successful man, and it is due entire­
ly to his own untiring and unceasing labors that his financial suc­
cess may be attributed. Every person with whom he comes in con­
tact forms for an everlasting respect. 

JOHN LIND. The opportunities afforded by the United States and 
particularly by the west to young men of enterprise from other 
countries of the world find excellent illustration in the h istory 
of John Lind, who although he has been in the new world for very 
little more than a decade has risen to a position of trust and 
ranks among the experienced men in the lumber industry of Mendo­
cino county. The son of Peter Lind, a farmer at Dalene, Sweden, 
he was born at the old home farm May 25, 1878, and passed all of 
his early life at the same place, being sent to the neighboring 
schools until he had completed the studies of the high school. 
Thereafter he continued at home as an assistant to his father in 
the tilling of the soil and care of the stock. Desiring better 
advantages than seemed possible in the old home neighborhood, he 
crossed the ocean to America during 1903 and at first sought Iowa, 
where he worked as a farm hand in Guthrie county. During May of 
1905 .Mr. Lind arrived in Willits, Mendocino county. At once he 
secured work in bucking lumber as an employe of the Northwestern 
Redwood Company. Desiring to learn the business in all of its de­
tails, he served under the head millwright at the company's mill 
and was so efficient that he soon rose to hold the position him­
self. Meanwhile there had come a longing to see again the famil­
iar sights of Sweden, and in December 1910, he went back to the 
old home, where he spent several months among relatives and friends. 
The lure of the west drew him back to California, and at Willits, 
September 3, 1911, he was united in marriage with Miss Emma c. 
Svedberg, a native of Dalene, Sweden, _ and like himself a devoted 
member of the Lutheran Church. During 1912 he moved to Willits 
as an assistant of Mr. McClelland in the Northwestern Redwood Com­
pany' a planing mill, and on the retirement of the superintendent 
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he was promoted to be planer-mill boss, a responsible .position 
which he now fills with recognized efficiency. 

FRED N. LORING. It has been the favorable fortune of the Willits 
News to come under the ownership of a practical printer, for Mr 0 

Loring, who is a nativeof Minnesota, born in 1871 has been identi­
fied with the printing business ever since a youth of only fifteen, 
when he entered a local office to learn the trade. Through long 
experience and habits of painstaking care he has acquired a thor­
ough knowledge of the occupation in all of its details and is well 
qualified to stand at the head of a popular and growing country 
newspaper. At the age of twenty, after five years of practical 
experience in composing rooms in his native commonwealth, he came 
to California, where for several years he worked as a journeyman 
in different parts of the state. The first interest acquired by 
Mr. Loring in a newspaper plant occurred in 1895, when he went to 
Lakeport and purchased one-half interest in the Lake county Bee, 
a popular paper that wielded considerable influence in its own 
locality. The experience gained on that sheet was of great bene­
fit to him, · but he found no financial profit in the undertaking. 
The opportunities of Mendocino county attracted him to this fertile 
stretch of country lying between the mountains and the ocean, and 
at first he settled at the inland hamlet of Covelo, where he start­
ed the Review, a small weekly paper, devoted to the news of the 
village and county. After three years in Covelo he removed to 
Willits in 1907 and purchased the News, which he consolidated with 
the Review, so that he is now the sole owner of the consolidation, 
known under the name of the Willits News. The circulation of the 
paper is now about one thousand and the editor maintains a job 
printing department, the receipts of which add to his income in a 
desirable degree. The printing establishment is modern in every 
respect and furnished with the latest equipments, so that the prop­
ietor is in a position to turn out work promptly and satisfactor­
ily. The paper dates its existence from September, 1903, and in 
1911 absorbed the Little Lake Herald, which was started in March 
of 1901, the merger retaining the name of the Willits News. Frat­
ernally Mr. Loring is a member of the Odd Fellows' Lodge and sec­
retary of the blue lodge of Masons of Willits. 

EUGENE McPEAK. The history of the McPeak family in America is in­
dicative of that strong pioneer temperament which led the march of 
colonization from the Atlantic seaboard by successive steps across 
the continent to the Pacific coast. It was Henry McPeak who trans­
planted the name from North Carolina to Tennessee, where he settled 
on a plantation in Rutherford county and married Nancy Fain, a 
native of Virginia. In their young married life they became pion­
eers of Arkansas, where he developed a tract of wild land into a 
productive plantation. On that ranch, situated near Osceola, a 
son, Eugene was born March 4, 1837. From Arkansas the family 
crossed the line into Missouri during 1840 and settled on an unim­
proved tract of land thirty miles from the nearest school. There 
were two sons in the family, Eugene and Peter, the latter now a 
resident of Guerneville, Sonoma county, Cal. It was impossible 
for the boys to attend school owing to the great distance. Nor 
had they the advantage of education through contact with neighbors, 
for settlers were few and they were isolated to a degree uncommon 
even in that pioneer period. Fortunately, the mother was a woman 
of culture and had received an excellent education in an ·academy 
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near Murfreesboro, Tenn o, so that she was able to instruct her sons 
in the public-school branches as well as impress deeply upon their 
consciousness the necessity of honor, integrity, and industry. 
The father died on the home farm near New Madrid, Mo., in 1848, 
and in 1852 the mother came to California, where she died at Wil­
lits at the age of seventy-five years. At the time of crossing 
the plains with an ox-team train, Eugene McPeak, then a rugged 
stalwart youth of fifteen years, was given the charge of the cat­
tle, and he drove the herd all the way across the plains until 
they were sold to a trader at the sink of the Humboldt. Arriving 
at Placerville he found work. In 1854 he went to Plumas county 
and there and in Sierra county he engaged in mining with fair suc­
cess until 1857, when he took up government land four miles west 
of Santa Rosa. With the aid of his mother he proved up on a tract, 
which he devoted to general farming and stock-raising. When that 
place was sold he bought three hundred and twenty acres in the 
same vicinity. The latter farm he operated until 1877, when he 
sold out and came to Little Lake valley, Mendocino county. Here 
he bought and improved a farm of two hundred and eighty acres five 
miles southeast of Willits . About sixty acres were put under cul­
tivation to grain and hay, but the principal acreage was devoted 
to range for cattle, sheep and hogs. In 1910 he sold the farm and 
retired to Willits, where he owns an acre homestead on Humboldt 
street, with an irrigation plant fo~ fruit and vegetables made 
possible by an electric motor of standard make. At Santa Rosa, 
Cal., June 19, 1870, Mr. McPeak married Miss Mary J. Norris, who 
was born in Bloomfield, Davis county, Iowa and came across the 
plains in 1859 with her parents, Charles and Martha (Harris) Nor­
ris, natives of Ohio. After successive temporary sojourns in 
Missauri;and Iowa, Mr. Norris had decided to migrate to California 
and brought his family west with ·wagons and ox-teams as well as a 
drove of cattle. At the expiration of six months he landed in 
California and took up government land six miles from Santa Rosa, 
where he developed a farm and remained until his death. His widow 
isstill a resident of Sonoma county. Of their seven children six 
are still living, Mrs. McPeak being the eldest of the number. For 
years she has been an earnest worker in the Christian Church, in 
the Rebekahs and in Willits Lodge No. 314, Order of Eastern Star. 
Together with Mr. McPeak she has been a capable worker in the in­
terests of education and for twenty years served on the board of 
education in Whitcomb district. When the high school board was 
organized and the building erected, Mr. McPeak was a member of the 
board and his efficient services in that capacity covered eight 
years. For four years he was a member of the board of trustees 
of Willits and during two years of the time he was honored with 
the chairmanship. In politics he votes with the Democratic party. 
He was made a Mason in Lafayette Lodge No. 126, F. & A. M., at 
Sebastopol, and later became a charter member of willits Lodge No. 
365, F. & A. M., besides which he has been interested in the East­
ern Star. The soul of honor in all the relationships of life, he 
has formed heart to heart links stretching out out into a circle 
of friendships which encompass every locality in which he has l iv­
ed. Everyone speaks well of his fine qualities of character. 
While his life has been quiet and unmarked by stirring events, it 
has been none the less very useful to his community. Through h igh 
principles of honor and generosity of soul he has stood foremost 
among the citizens pledged to the welfare of town and county and 
instrumental in promoting enterprises of permanent value to both. 
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STEPHEN BYRON MARTIN. The first call for volunteers in the Union 
army at the opening of the Civil war found Mr. Martin eager to re­
spond. It is significant of the patriotic spirit of the family 
that not only he, but also five of his brothers, gave courageous 
service to their country in time of need. Previous to the Civil 
war he had lived principally in Illinois, where he was born near 
Sto Mary's Mission, Edgar county, January 6, 1837, the third in 
order of birth in a family numbering nine children, seven sons 
and two daughters. The parents, Charles K. and Sarah (Basham)­
Martin, were natives respectively, of Breckinridge county, Ky . , 
and Botetourt county, Va., and became early settlers of r1iinoisp 
where both remained until deatho The spirit of patriotism poss­
essed by the sons came as an inheritance from their father, who 
was a brave soldier in the Black Hawk war. Few advantages bright­
ened for Stephen Byron Martin the drudgery of toil on the home 
farm in the years of his boyhood. At .times he attended school .in 
a cabin with a puncheon floor and slab benches, wholly destitute 
of equipment considered a necessity in schools of the present gen­
eration. At the outbreak of the Rebellion he was employed in Bur­
lington, Iowa, and when the first call came for troops he enlisted 
under Captain Streator in Company E, First Iowa Infantry, for three 
months of service. During this time he took part in the battle of 
Wilson creek, where General Lyons was killed. After nearly four 
months of active service he was mustered out at Sta Louis e Return­
ing to Edgar county, two month later he volunteered in Company K, 
Thirty-fourth Illinois Infantry, and went to the front with the 
commission of first lieutenant. Among his principal engagements 
were those of Shiloh, Stone river and Chicarnauga. After the last 
named battle he was detailed and placed in command of a guard of 
the First Ohio Infantry, whose officers had been captured by the 
enemy . Under his leadership the guard conveyed amunition from 
headquarters to Chattanooga and Chicamauga. In the battle of Stone 
river he had been wounded in the right side by a shell and after a 
time he became so troubled by the injury that in 1863 he resigned 
on account of physical disability o For some time after leaving 
the army he remained in poor healthp but gradually overcame the 
effects of the wound and regained his former rugged physical con­
dition. The following years were spent in Missouri and Kansas, 
where he had various unfortunate experiences in farming and met 
with not a little hardship and privation. Coming to California 
in 1885, Mr. Martin engaged in lumbering in Humboldt county c Dur­
ing 1887 he came to Mendocino county and took up timber land at 
Half-way House, where he remained until 1890. For ten years he 
operated a ranch eight miles northwest of Willits, and when he 
f ihally sold that property he retired from ranching and establish­
ed his home in Willits. His marriage was solemnized in Holt coun­
ty, Mo., and united him with Miss Jennie F o Minton, who was born 
and reared in that county, and is a woman of earnest Christian 
character and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.. Her 
parents, John and Mary Ann (Noble) Minton, were natives, respect­
ively, of Alabama and Pike county, Mo. The father, being taken 
from Alabana to Tennessee at an early age, removed from the lat­
ter . state to Missouri in young manhood and settled in Franklin 
county on a farm, but afterward followed the same occupation in 
Holt county, where he died o His widow spent her last days wi th 
Mrs. Martin in California and died at the age of ninety-one. Mr o 
and Mrso M~rtin were the parents of four children, three of whom 
attained maturity: Mrs. Daisy Viola Moore, of Willits; John Wes-
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ley, also a resident of this town; and Clarence Byron, who remains 
with his parents. In fraternal relations Mr. Martin is a demitted 
Mason and a member of the Loyal Order of Moose, while _in politics 
he is a Republican of progressive tendencies. 

HARRY LINCOLN McELROY. It is not enough to say of Mr. McElroy 
that he is a leading contractor in Willits, for he has othe~ ~n­
terests so broad and so varied that he could not easily be limited 
to one line of enterprise. In addition to being interested in the 
local water company and being also founder of the Willits News, he 
has been a property owner and a promoter of movements for the perm­
anent welfare of the village chosen as his home and business head­
quarters. Thorough information in regard to property valuations 
has enabled him to invest very profitably in town property as well 
as in country holdings, and in addition to these he was the build­
er and one-half owner of the Mohn & McElroy block, said to be one 
of the most attractive and substantial buildings in the entire 

_county. Not for him has the path to success been strewn with roses. 
Privations and hampering conditions interfered with his progress 
and restricted his achievements, but he pushed forward with resol­
ute courage in itself deserving of gratifying returnso Born in 
Canton, Stark county, Ohio, June 13, 1866, Mr McElroy is the son 
of Capt. William and Emma (Harding) McElroyo During the Civil war 
the father served in an Ohio regiment, rising from private to be 
camptain of his regiment. In January, 1876, he brought his family 
to California and from that time until his death he followed farm­
ing near Lakeport, Lake county. His death occurred in Lakeport, 
1913, while his wife had passed away five years previouslyo Of the 
eight children born to them seven are living and of these Harry L. 
is the eldest. As a boy he attended the schools of Canton and it 
was his privilege to attend the Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school 
there at the time when ex-President William McKinley was the super­
intendent. He was in his tenth year when he came to California 
and settled in Lakeport, in January, 1876. For some years he made 
it his custom to attend school in the winter season and work in 
the summer at any occupation that offered. During one season he 
drove the street sprinkler wagon in Lakeport, another season he 
worked in the grain fields and still another summer was devoted to 
work in a butcher shop. Meanwhile he had entered the Lakeport 
Academy and in 1886 he was graduated from that institution with a 
high standing. Immediately afterward he became an apprentice to 
the trade of carpenter, at which he served for three years under 
a brother-in-law, .w. Ho Lyons c Moving to Ukiah in 1889, he took 
up carpentering and mason worko Meanwhile, May 11, 1888, he had 
married Miss Addie May Lincoln, who was born in Boston, Mass., 
and by whom he had one son, Floyd Lestero After eighteen months 
in Ukiah he moved to Pendleton, Oree, living there thirteen months, 
during which time he had building contracts, but as he had taken 
them at prices far too low there was practically no margin of pro­
fit in them. Before moving his family to Pendleton he purchased 
at auction a claim to one hundred and sixty acres for $590 and 
this he proved up on, but did not developo Returning to Ukiah 
with only $11 to show for his arduous labors in Oregon, Mr. McEl­
roy followed the trade of carpenter for a time. During September 
of 1892 he moved to Riverside in Southern California and for nine­
teen months engaged in driving a delivery wagon for a butcher shop. 
Not satisfied with conditions and opportunities there he returned 
to Ukiah and took up work with Fo M. Mason, a contractor and build-
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er, for whom he continued at day wages through five years. In add­
ition he contracted for himself during one year. Although he had 
bought property at Ukiah and had anticipated remaining in that 
town, the opportunities afforded at Willits caused him to remove 
to this village in 1901. Here he bought two lots and put up two 
store buildings, both of which, however, were destroyed by fire 
in the same year. For six months he engaged in the undertaking 
business with H. c. Mohn, to whom he later sold his share in the 
enterprise. On property purchased on Main street between Mendo­
cino and Wood streets he built three stores opposite his other two 
stores. In one of the last stores erected he opened the first 
news depot in the town in 1903. Three years later he sold the 
business in order to devote himself to contracting and real-estate 
business. In the fall of 1913, in partnership with Harry Mohn he 
built the Mohn & McElroy block, on Main street between Conunercial 
and Mendocino streets. This is a concrete fire-proof building 50 
x 92 feet, the first floor being occupied by two stores and above 
is a modern lodging house. Mr. McElroy also owns several residenc­
es on Main street, in fact all of his holdings are on this thor­
oughfare except his residence, · which is located at No o 44 Mendo­
cino street. In religion Mr. McElroy is a Methodist. Politically 
he is a stanch Republican, but inclines to the progressive branch 
of that party in its recent developrnents o The people of Willits 
have the highest confidence in his energy as a citizen, i n hi s up­
rightness as a man, and in his efficiency as a building contractoro 

HENRY B. MUIR. The genealogical records of the Muir family indi­
cate an identification with Scottish history through a long period 
of wars, revolutions and religious persecutions, and in eras of 
peace or of war they ever proved loyal to country and stanch in 
adherence to the cause of justice. With the early colonization of 
America the family found root in the new world, where several suc­
cessive generations have been efficient contributors to national 
progress. Following the tide of migration toward the setting sun ; 
one branch of the family was transplanted from Kentucky to Mi ssouri 
and thence to California$ The founder of the name in the far westp 
Presley T. Muir, was born in Kentucky in 1816 and during 1823 went 
to Missouri in company with other members of the family. To him 
belonged the distinction of helping to make the first brick ever 
manufactured in Kansas Cityo However, it was not to the bri ck in­
dustry, but to agriculture that he devoted his attention through­
out life o Early in the '50s, attracted by reports concerning the 
mining and other opportunities of the west, Mr o Muir j oined an ex­
pedition that crossed the plains to California e After a brief 
tour of inspection he returned to Missouri, only to return to the 
Pacific coast in 1856 with the intention of becoming a permanent 
resident·c Settling in Eldorado county, he married there in 1857 , 
engaged in mining and f arrning and became a man of some influence 
in the conununitye From that part of the state he removed to Sol­
ano county and remained for two years, thence came nearer to the 
ocean in Sonoma county, where he resumed general ranching. The 
fall of 1867 found him a newcomer in Mendocino county, where he 
leased land in the Coyote valley near Ukiaho The following year 
he changed his place of residence to Willits, where he secured a 
tract of raw land near the village and entered upon an honorable 
and influential association with the locality that terminated only 
with his death in 1887. For many years he served as a justice of 
the peace at Willitso Movements for the benefit of t he county re-
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ceived his stanch support and he was regarded as one of the most 
public-spirited citizens of the locality. The Grange and the Good 
Templars were organizations to which he was deeply devoted, yet he 
did not limit his activities to their growth; on the other hand, he 
was ever willing to aid any order or movement tending to the bene­
fit of the people. His wife survived him for years, passing away 
in 1904. Born in Missouri, she bore the maiden name of· Eliza Jane 
Baker and was the mother of ten children, namely: Henry B,, who 
was born in Solano county, Cal . , in 1859, and whose name introduces 
this article; Pressley, deceased; James L.; Mrs. Margaret E. Mc- · 
Macken; Austin J.; Mrs. Emma Rupe; William M.; Mrso Iva D~ Camp; 
Mrso Della Upp - (deceased);.-and Lewis E. Although his birthplace 
was near Placerville, Eldorado county, the earliest recollections 
of Henry B. Muir are associated with Sonoma county, where his. fa­
ther was a leading farmer of Blucher valley. From the age of eight 
years he has lived in Mendocino county, where his connections with 
business enterprises have made him a citizen of great prominence 
and influence. During 1879 he entered the store of Lambert & Sim­
onson at Willits. After seven months as a clerk he was admitted 
to the firm. During October~ 1880, the business was sold to Co A. 
Irvine, with whom Mr. Muir continued for a few months in order to 
familiarize him with the business. Early in 1881 he removed to 
San Luis Obispo county, but not being pleased with prospects there 
he returned to Willits on New Year's of 1882 and on the first of 
February formed a partnership with c. A. Irvine, the two having 
continued together ever since. The business of Irvine & Muir was 
incorporated in 1891 and in 1903 it was merged into the Irvine & 
Muir Lumber Company, of which Mr. Muir has been president and gen­
eral manager ever since its organization. This is one of the lar­
gest institutions in the county and ·carries on a general mercan­
tile and lumber business, owning a department store at Willits, 
one at Potter Valley and a third at Irmulco, besides owning a con­
trolling interest in the Round Valley Commercial Company at Cov­
elo. In addition the firm owns a large sawmill at Two Rock near 
Willits and another at Irmulco and their plants turn out large 
quantities of lumber, tan bark and split timber. Muir has organ­
ized a number of successful companies, in addition to that of the 
Irvine & Muir Lumber Company, admittedly one of the most flourish­
ing institutions in this part of the state. Associated with Messrs. 
Sam and Martin Baechtel in 1887 he organized the H. Bo Muir Com­
pany. During 1894 he formed a partnership with F. M. Mason of 
Ukiah, lumber business, and in general contracting for two years, 
at the expiration of which period the partnership was dissolved. 
During 1899 Mr. Muir promoted the organization of the Needle Rock 
Company, of which he was chosen the first president and has since 
been the only incumbent of that office. Since 1905, when he organ­
ized the Sunset Trading and Land Company, he has been president of 
the concern, which deals in tan bark and also engages in the buying 
and selling of land. In addition he was one of the incorporators 
of the Eel River Power and Irrigation Company, the: name of which 
was later changed to the Snow Mountain Water and Power Companyo 
When a movement was started looking toward the establishment of a 
new .bank in Ukiah he interested himself in the project and when 
the Commercial Bank came into existence he was promptly chosen 
vice-president of the institution, which office he now fills, be­
sides being a member of the board of directors. He is interested 
in the promotion of the Little Lake Land Company for the purpose 
of buying and sub-dividing Mendocino lands, in which success has 
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been achieved to a remarkable extent; also in the Willits Tele­
phone & Telegraph Company, which built and now owns the telephone 
system in Mendocino county north of Willits. This company was or­
ganized for the purpose of furnishing facilities to the citizens 
in northern Mendocino county at cost, as all pro£~ts; above six per 
cent are used in extending and improving the system. Interest in 
the development and progress of Willits led him to accept the of­
fice of town trustee and in that capacity he proved as pains-tak­
ing, resourceful and efficient as in the management of his ptivate 
business affairs. In fraternal relations he has been identified 
with Willits Lodge No o 365, F. & A. M., .Willits Lodge df Itidepen­
dent Order of Odd Fellows and Rebekahs. By his marriage.· in 1883 
to Miss Emma Hargrave, a native of Mendocino county, three children 
were born, but the only survivor is Ora E., wife of M~~ · ~hel~n of 
Berkeley, a member of the California state railroad cotnmission o 

IRA ORDWAY. With the year 1876 the Ordway family be¢ame represent­
ed in California, for at that time P. D. Ordway, · a nat'ive of Ver­
mont came to· the west in search of a suitable location and after 
a temporary sojourn in Santa Ciara valley settled permanently i.n 
Santa Cruz county. There his son, Ira, was born in 1879, and there 
he received a public-school education. When fourteen years of age 
he began to ride the range as a cowboy in the employ of his older 
brothers. In a short time he became so familiar with the cattle 
business that he was able to buy and sell with judgment and profi t e 
His first interests in that line of business were with his brothersi 
Adolph and Edward. In order to select his stock with care and to 
make the best bargains possible, he frequently was called into 
Southern California and the San Joaquin, Sacramento, Salinas and 
Santa Clara valleys, as well as into different portions of the 
northern coast counties. Such widely extended travels gave him a 
thorough knowledge of the state and its resources, as well as 
qualifying him to judge stock with accuracy and skill o Indeed, it 
is said that his judgment of stock of all kinds is seldom at fault o 
As early as 1898 Mr. Ordway brought cattle from the dry country 
into Mendocino county, where he and his brothers found pasture and 
water in abundance. During 1902 they shipped from Ferndale into 
the Sacramento valley. His brother, Adolph, is now engaged in the 
cattle business for himself, with headquarters at Newman, Stanis­
laus county, while Edward, now located at Fort Bragg, is a partner 
of Ira, who makes his home in Willits. The latter in 1906 enter ed 
the employ of the Noyo Land and Cattle Company at Fort Bragg, and 
has continued with the same concern up to the present t i me, al­
though in addition he buys and sells hogs in partnership with his 
brother, Edward. The two brothers incorporated the Little Lake 
Meat Company with Edward as president and Ira as manager, and the 
younger brother actively superintended the market at Willits until 
his other affairs began to require all of his attention, since 
which time he has given the market only a general supervision ~ 
The marriage of Ira Ordway was solemnized at Salinas, this sta~e, 
January 22, 1906, and united him with Miss Ethel Seelye, a native 
of Santa Cruz county and a daughter of John Seelye, who in the 
early days came from Maine to the Pacific coast, settling in Santa 
Cruz county. Excellent educational advantages were enjoyed by Mrs ~ 
Ordway in her girlhood c From early childhood she has been a com­
municant of the Episcopal Churcho Since receiving the franchise 
she has joined with her husband in giving allegiance to Republican 
principles of ·the progressive type. Their family numbers fou r 
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children, Anna, Kent, Lila and Oliver. Of a pleasing personality, 
Mr. Ordway is popular in the Woodmen of the World and has been ac­
tive in the local camp of the order. From boyhood he has given 
himself wholly to one line of work, and being quick, energetic and 
efficient, he has gained a knowledge of the cattle and hog business 
probably surpassed by few men in the county. 

FRANCISCO PERSICO. The necessitous circumstances that surrounded 
the early years of Francisco Persico formed a stimulus to hard 
work and laid the foundation for successful effort. A native of 
the province of Genoa, Italy, he was born at Varezeligore, Decem­
ber 22, 1875, and from the age of six years was forced to make his 
own way in the world. To obtain a good education was an impossib­
ility, but in the great school of experience he learned lessons of 
self-reliance and perseverance of inestimable value to his later 
enterprises. Shortly after his marriage to Julia Petronave, a 
native of the same village as himself, he entered the Italian army 
as a private in the First Mountain Artillery Regiment and served 
for three years, receiving an ·honorable discharge at the expiration 
of his time. Immediately afterward he and h i s family started for 
California and early in 1899 arrived at Old Sonoma, where he sec­
ured work as a gardener. Fourteen months later he removed to San 
Rafael, Marin county, where he continued for nine months as a gar­
dener. It was on the 26th of March, 1899, that he left Italy, and 
on the 15th of March 1902, he arrived in Willits, where since he 
has made his home and business headquarters. After a period of 
employment on construction work with the Northwestern Pacific Rail­
road Company, during which time he was promoted to be foreman, Mr . 
Persico resigned and embarked in freighting and teaming with a four­
horse team. While thus occupied he bought an interest in a liquor 
store with A. Figone, to whom he later sold out and about the same 
time he sold his teaming outfit. For two y.ears afterward he en­
gaged in business with Jimmie Frardy. By fire during September of 
1905 he lost the house which he and his wife had struggled bravely 
to buy and furnish, but since then he has been prospered in other 
directions and now ranks among the well-to-do men of his town. In 
1908 he purchased the Italian hotel at Willits, which he conducted 
for three years. Having bought a lot on Main near Mendocino street, 
39~ x 150 feet in dimensions, in the fall of 1911 he built the New 
Italia hotel with forty-seven guest rooms and this has since devel­
oped into a very large hotel enterprise, the success of the venture 
representing his wise management and comprehensive supervision. 
Since becoming a citizen of our country he has voted with the Re­
publican party. At this writing he holds the office of deputy 
constable and deputy city marshal. Fraternally he is connected 
with the Druids. In his family there are four children, the eld­
est of whom, Louisa, is the wife of Primo Vintorelle, of San Fran­
cisco. The three sons, Charles, Leandro and Peter, are pupils in 
the Willits schools. 

GIOVANNI QUATERONI. The Commercial hotel of ·willits is known from 
one side of the county to the other not only for its excellent ser­
vice 'and its fine meals, but principally for its genial, big-heart­
ed host, Mr. Quarteroni, who is a native of Italy, having been 
born in Lombardi April 8, 1873. Receiving his earlier educational 
training in the schools of Lombardi, he later located in Ste Gal­
len, Switzerland, where at the age of sixteen he became apprentic­
ed to the machinist's trade in the iron works located there. Corn-
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pleting the apprenticeship he followed his trade for a number of 
yearso He decided to come to America and in 1901 came directly 
to California and located in Gualala where he engaged in lumberi ng 
until 1903. Then he came to Willits and was in the employ of the 
Northwestern Redwood Company for seven years. Relinquishing this 
position he became the proprietor of the Italia Europa hotel on 
Main street where he was very successful and acquired a good bus i ­
ness. This hotel becoming too small for the amount of trade, in 
1914 he erected a large new hotel of fifty-foot frontage on Com­
mercial street, near the depot and opened the present popular Com­
mercial hotel, one of the finest, if not the largest hotel in t he 
city o Modern in every way, it is the pride of Willits o Mr o Quat ­
eroni still continues to own and manage the Italia Europa hotel on 
Main street and is a very successful business mano He is a member 
of the Eagles and the Druids and is a past master in both lodges o 
Politically a stanch Republican, he is always ready to favor any 
ideas of the local party that pertain to the good of the city. 
He marri ed i n St. Gallen, Switzerland, Asunta Stephani , a n ative 
of Austria, ·and of their marriage, there are three children, Louisp 
Hugo and Ferdinand, all sturdy boys and the pride of their parents ­
Mr. Quateroni is a very enterprising and liberal man, always seek­
ing new improvements for his hotels in Willits. He is well l i ked 
in the community and is always up-to-date in his business methods o 

JAMES BUCHANAN ROGERS . The old-time sturdiness of a race of p i on­
eers stands out pre-eminently among the attributes of this e arly 
settler in Mendocino county. A resident of Willits and vicini t y 
since 1876, he claims Missouri as his native commonwealth and was 
born near St. Joseph, November 22, 1856, being a son of N. P o and 
Sarah J. (Baker) Rogers, natives respectively of Holt and Atchi son 
counties, Mo . When scarcely more than a mere lad the father star t­
ed out to make his own way in the world and a search for cheap lar. ds 
took him to Buchanan county, of which he was among the earliest 
settlers. Securing a desirable tract, he began the task of clear ­
i ng and cultivating the land . For many years he labored i ncessant ­
ly in the work of improving the farm. As his sons bacame old en­
ough to assist each in turn took up the burden of trying to advance 
the f~ily prosperitye Finally, however, two of the s ons deci ded 
to try their fortunes in the west . The course of their journey 
brought them to Mendocino county and they sent back favorable re­
ports concerni ng Willits and vicinity. Determining to join them 
here, the father disposed of his property in Missouri and brought 
his family to California, where he continued to make his home i n 
Mendocino county until his death in 1905e Meanwhile he served 
both ' as constable and deputy sheriff and for five years held a 
responsible position as steward at the county hospital near Ukiah o 
During his last years he engaged in farming near Willits and s i nce 
his death his widow, now seventy-six (1914) years of age; has con­
tinued at the old homestead having still with her the two younges t 
children, Mollie and Robert F. The eldest son, Henry, is employed 
as engineer at the state hospital in Mendocino county. Mary died 
at seven years of age . The other sons are as follows: Hiram J . f 
deceased; Newton Jasper; Benjamin Lee, deceased; and James Buchan­
an o The last named was with twenty years of age at the time of 
coming to California. Immediately on his arrival he secured wo rk 
in the redwoods. For fifteen years he spent much of the time at 
such employm~nt, meantime investing his earnings in. land . · The pur ­
chase of a ranch of three hundred and forty-three acres one and 
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one-half miles west of Willits, in partnership with his father, 
gave Mr. Rogers his first personal participation in the develop­
ment of his own property and, while contti.nuing his work in the 
woods, he found time for the management of a flock of sheep. When 
these were sold he engaged in raising hogs and cattle, having the 
land well fenced so that stock could be pastured in different fields. 
Some of the tract has been in hay, which is cut and fed to the · 
stock. For years he has made a specialty.of buying, feeding and 
selling cattle. Naturally such an enterprise has its share of 
risks. At times profits have been large, while there have been 
seasons of low markets when the stock was handled at a loss; but 
taken altogether he has found the cattle-fattening business fairly 
remunerative. On the organization of the Irvine & Muir Lumber 
Company he bought stock in the concern and has since been connect-
ed with the same. Since 1904 he has made his home in Willits, 
superintending the ranch from here, and continuing to devote his 
attention largely to its supervision. Politically he votes with 
the Democratic party, but has never desired office nor been a part­
isan in any sense of that word·. At Willits during 1901 he married 
Mrs. Emma J. (English) Muir, a native of Bates county, Mo., but 
reared and educated in Sonoma county, Cal. When she was a mere 
inf ant she lost her mother by death and shortly afterward she was 
brought by an uncle and family across the plains to .Sonoma county, 
to be placed in the care of her father, who had preceded other 
members of the family to Blucher valley. During girlhood she be­
came the wife of Jeremiah F •. Muir, a half-brother of Henry Muir 
and a stockman of San Luis Obispo county at the time of their mar­
riage, but later a rancher of Mendocino county, where he died. 
Personally Mr. and Mrs. Rogers possess strong traits of character. 
Honor and integrity they prize above worldly possessions. Consid­
erate and thoughtful of others, just in every business transaction, 
they have won the friendship of the people of their community and 
are held in high esteem wherever known. 

HORACE D. ROWE. A man of unlimited enterprise, practical and pro­
gressive, Horace D. Rowe of Willits, has led an active life, with 
numerous and varied interests. For many years associated with the 
railway service of our country, he became familiar with all parts 
of the Union, from Canada on the north to Mexico on the south, and 
from its eastern confines to the broad Pacific. Since coming to 
Mendocino county he has made a specialty of buying and improving 
tracts of land in this part of the country hitherto conside.red of 
little value excepting for their natural growths of wood, or for 
gra~ing purposes, showing conclusively to the interested beholder 
that not an acre of land in this part of the country but can be 
made to yield an abundance of valuable products. A native of 
Keeseville, Essex county, N. Y., he was born September 23, 1848, 
on the shores of Lake Champlain, being a son ·of Norman N. and Ar­
lina (Briggs) Rowe. Brought up a farmer's son, he attended the 
summer and winter terms of the district school, and while yet a 
young man began life as a railway employe, while ~n that service 
visiting thirty-two states of the Union, traveling in Mexico, and 
assisting in building the canal from Lachine, Canada to Montreal. 
In 1883, wishing to test the sunny climate of the Golden state, 
he came to Santa Clara county, and a few days after his arrival 
bought a ranch, to which .he added such excellent improvements that 
at the end of four months he sold it at an advance of $500. After 
a second and third like experience, he concluded that he had found 
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a business that might be followed with profito Going, therefore, 
to Shasta county, he bought a farm, which he soon sold at an advan­
tage, having by a little · extra labor and judgment added to its 
original value. Corning to Mendocino county in 1884, Mr. Rowe 
bought of George w. Disher four hundred and seventy acres of land 
lying about six miles north of Willits. Three hundred and fifty 
acres of the tract were covered with fine redwood timber, fir and 
tan oak, the remainder being a sheep range. Although forced to 
run in debt for the property, Mr. Rowe perceived an excellent op­
portunity for making money from his purchase. Erecting a large 
house, some cottages and two barns, he threw open to the public 
Rowe's wayside inn, with the aid of Mrs. Rowe establishing a sum­
mer resort that was well filled during the tourist season, and was 
at all times finely patronized. He established an orchard and 
vineyard, setting out four hundred fruit trees and five hundred 
grape vines, in addition to which he raised all of his garden pro­
ducts for table use. Although he cut but little timber, he was 
soon out of debt, and had money to loan . Cutting one of the giant 
redwoods that stood near his hotel Mr. Rowe found that its r i ngs 
showed a growth of seven hundred and twenty years. It was one 
hundred and eighty feet long from the stump, and after selling 
$101 worth of lumber from it made a half mile of picket fence from 
the remainder, besides which he cut kindling wood enough to last 
four years, and in the top of the tree had left at least twenty 
cords of wood. Disposing of hotel and farm for a satisfactory 
figure, in 1902, Mr . Rowe purchased two hundred and forty acres 
of land, known as the G. Middleton ranch, which lies about three 
miles east of Willits, in Little .Lake valley. In this estate there 
are thirty acres of timber, the remainder being farming and graz­
ing land. He has since bought four hundred and eighty acres of 
adjoining pasture land, merging the whole tract into one large 
ranch, which, with the excellent improvements that h~ is new add­
ing, will soon be one of the most valuable and desirable farms i n 
thi s valley o He has already established a fine dairy p is rai s i ng 
garden produce and grain, has set out an orchard and vi neyard p 
and is putting in a variety of nut trees, hoping that they will 
thrive here. Mr. Rowe married Mrs. Mary E. (Laird) Sanburn, a 
widow, whose only child by her first marriage is Mrs . Mabel (San­
burn) Beard, wife of R. F. Beard, by whom she has one child c Mr . 
and Mrs. Rowe are the parents of four children, namely: Cassius 
M. , Horatio o., Hattie E., and Luther B. Mr . Rowe is a member of 
Masonic fraternity. 

JOHN MATTHEWS RUPE. The discovery of gold in California was the 
attraction that brought the Rupe family from their Missouri home 
to the then unknown west. During the summer of 1849 James Rupe 
ac~ed as captain of an expedition of emigrants and in t he same 
party was his son, John, a youth of almost eighteen, whose birth 
had occurred in Jefferson City, Mo . , November 8, 1831 0 The journey 
was one of deep interest to the lad who had not before been out of 
his native commonweal th an.d who was keen to learn and quick t o ob­
serve conditions in the remote region to which he came o Trying 
his luck in the mines and meeting with reasonable success, he fin­
ally acquired sufficient funds to begin farming, his chosen voca­
tion , so in 18S3 he purchased land at San Juan , then i n Monte r ey , 
but now in San Benito county, and there his son John M., was born 
March S, 186 S. . Eventually he left San Benito county for the un­
derdeveloped regions further north along the coast . On the 7th 
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of July 1882, he and his family arrived in Mendocino county, he 
and his family arrived in Mendocino county, where he bought the 
old Sawyer place, an improved ranch of two hundred and. fifteen 
acres in the south end of Little Lake valley. However, five years 
later he sold all of his interests in California and returned to 
Missouri, where he bought farm land and was prospered in agricul­
tural enterprises. His death occurred in Admire, Lyon county, 
Kans., in 1899, at the age of sixty-eight years. His wife, Eliza­
beth (Matthews) Rupe, was born in Louisiana and came to California 
via Panama with her parents in 1851, dying in Los Angeles in 1903 c 
From the arrival of the family in Mendocino county until the re­
turn of his father to his native commonwealth, John M. Rupe aided 
on the home ranch. Under an elder brother, R. w., he learned the 
art of cheese-makingand also became an expert in the manufacture 
of butter, so that when in 1889 he leased the De Camp ranch of a 
thousand acres he was prepared to specialize in cheese and butter. 
For twelve years he remained on the ranch and during ten years of 
the time he engaged in cheese-making. During 1900 he bought sev­
enty acres one and a half miles east of Willits and by subsequent 
purchase he increased the size o f the farm to one hundred and sev­
enty-five acres, forming his present homestead. The entire tract 
is valley land under cultivation and embraces a fertile acreage 
capable of producing large and remunerative crops. For convenience 
in the care of his hay the owner bought a baling machine and this 
he operates throughout the valley, baling hay for the farmers as 
their needs render necessary. Aside from hay and grain he makes 
a specialty of raising potatoes, some of the land being sediment 
soil which has been proven well adapted for potatoes, beets and 
carrots. The potatoes yield from eighty to one hundred and twenty­
five sacks of marketable product to the acre. All these years he 
has owned a dairy of high grade Jerseys, and is raising Percheron 
horses, for which purpose he, wi t h others, purchased an imported 
Percheron stallion, "Raumaur." December 29, 1889, Mr. Rupe was 
united in marriage in this valley with Miss Emma Alice Muir, who 
was born in Little Lake valley, Mendocino county, the daughter o f 
Pressley T. and Eliza J. (Baker) Muir , natives of Missouri who 
were pioneers of this county. Mr. and Mrs . Rupe became the par­
ents of ten children, of whom there are seven living: Alva Esther , 
a graduate of Willits high school and the Willits private normal 
school, now engaged in teaching; Ernest Richard, attending Willits 
high school; Floyd P., Madge Elizabeth and Luther Muir, all attend­
ing the grammar school; and George Allen and Helen Eliza. The 
children are bright, capable and promising, and to give them every 
oppo~tunity in preparation for life's duties is the chief ambiti on 
of their parents. Mr. Rupe has always been greatly interested i n 
the cause of education and aside from being a member of the local 
school board he served as a member of the board of trustees of the 
high school district for two terms, being a member during its or­
ganization and the erection of the new high school building. The 
political views of Mr. Rupe bring · ~him into affiliation with the 
Republican party, but he is not in the strict sense of the word, 
a politician nor a partisan. He is a member of the Woodmen of the 
World and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of which he is 
past officer, and with his wife is a member of the Rebekahs. Mr o 
Rupe has for many years been an active member of the Baptist church 
and its societies, being a member of the board of trustees. 

DAVID LEANDER SAWYERS. Southern lineage is indicated by the Saw-
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yers genealog.y. Born, reared, ·and married to Elizabeth King in 
Kentucky, Thomas Sawyers moved from that state to Missouri , where 
his wife died. In Clark county, Mo., June 5, 1850, he married 
Peggy Hay, a Virginian by birth, but from childhood a resident 
of Missouri. The discovery of gold had aroused a deep interest 
in the Pacific coast country and Mr. Sawyers was one of the thou­
sands attracted to the west by its alluring promises to settlers . 
May 3, 1854, accompanied by his wife and two children, he started 
from the old Missouri home with ox-teams, wagons, provisions and 
other necessities of the long overland trip. The tedious journey 
came to an end September 30, of the same year, with the arrival 
of the family in Grass valley, Nevada county, Cal ., and at Rough 
and Ready, a prominent mining camp of the period, a son, David 
Leander, was born November 6, 1855. When this child was a year 
old the family removed to the vicinity of Petaluma, where Mr. Saw­
yers bought a claim and proved up on the same. Three times he was 
forced to pay for the four hundred acres included in the claim and 
even then he lost the property through later proof of the tract be­
longing to · a large land grant. Forced to seek a new locati on, he 
brought his family to Little Lake valley, Mendocino county, J anu­
ary 31, 1857, and at once purchased one hundred and sixty acres 
one and one-half miles southeast of the present site of Willits o 
So sparsely settled was the country at the time that Mrs. Sawyers 
was the third white woman to establish a home in the valley. Farm­
ing and stock-raising were conducted upon an extensive scale and 
the original tract was enlarged through purchase until the home 
ranch finally embraced about one thousand acres. With all of the 
labor involved in the management of so large a stock ranch, Mr c 
s ·awyers found time for educational, religious, ci vie and fraternal 
associations and for years was regarded as one of the leading cit­
izens of the community, an influential Democrat, a deacon and 
trustee in the Baptist Church and a generous promoter of the pub­
lic school system in the valley. Through the various degrees in 
Masonry he rose to the thirty-third, which was conferred upon him 
during a trip made for that purpose to Glasgow, Scotland. His 
death occurred at the ranch on Christmas of 1879. For many years 
he was survived by his wife, who passed away at Willits January 
18, 1914 . Of their seven children the two eldest were born in 
Missouri, namely: Marshall N., now of Ukiah ; and Mrs. Annie o. 
Simonson of Willits. The others are natives of California, name­
ly: David Leander, whose home is at the head of Redwood avenue 
in Willits; Mrs. Fannie Hicks, of Santa Barbara; and Wade Hampton r 
of Fresno; George Edwin, of Santa Barbara; and Robert Lo of Willits : 
The earliest memories of David Leander Sawye~s are associated with 
Little Lake valley. On reaching man's estatefle became manager of 
the homestead and continued there until 1879,- when at the age of 
twenty-four he embarked in general contracting for the building 
of roads in Mendocino county. Since then he has built many roads 
both in mountains and in valleys. Among his contracts were those 
for roads over Redwood mountain, from Hardy to Juan creek, from 
Sherwood to Fort Bragg, twenty-three miles down the Eel river for 
the Northwestern Pacific Railroad, a portion of the state highway 
and n.umerous other important projects. Meanwhile until quite re­
centlyhe engaged in farming and stock-raising on the old Baechtel 
ranch,: but this enterprise has been sold in order that he might 
devote his attention wholly to road building. The marriage of Mr. 
Sawyers and Miss Sarah E. Whited was solemnized at- Willits Novem­
ber 5, 1876, and resulted in two children, the daughter being Mrs , 
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Fannie Belle Rogers, of Willita; the son, Louis D. is an assist­
ant of his father in the contracting business. Mrs. Sawyers was 
next to the youngest among the seven survivors in a family th~t 
originally numbered twelve children, whose parents, Doc Anderson 
and Sarah (Bishop) White, on coming to California purchased the 
first through tickets sold from Burlington to Sacramento over the 
Central Pacific Railroad. The family settled on a ranch in Little 
Lake valley, Mendocino county, where both Mr. and Mrs. Whited re­
mained until death. The latter was a Virginian by birth and a mem­
ber of an old southern family. In politics Mr. Sawyers votes with 
the Democratic party. Besides two terms as city trustee he has . 
served ·several terms as a member of the board of education. Well 
known in fraternal activities he has been connected with the An­
cient Order of United Workmen and the Woodmen of the World. In 
1876 he was initiated into Willits Lodge No. 277, r.o.o.F., in 
which he has officiated as noble grand and representative to the 
grand lodge. In Masonry he is identified with Willits Lodge No. 
365, F.&A.M. For some years he has been interested in the work of 
the Rebekahs, in which Mrs. Sawyers is past noble grand and ex­
district deputy, being a leading worker in the order and well post­
ed in its ritual observances. Besides being one of the most prom­
inent Rebekahs in the county she is keenly interested in religious 
work and has been identified for years with the Baptist Church at 
Willits, a generous assistant in its charities and a promoter of 
its missionary movements. 

MOUNTJOY KING SAWYERS. Next to the youngest of six children Mount­
joy King was born in Missouri to Thomas and Mary Elizabeth (King) 
Sawyers July 30, 1835. His early youth and school years were 
spent with his grandfather in Kentucky. He was grieved by his 
mother's death in · l842, and by the death of two older brothers in 
1843. On June 5, 1850, his father married Margaret Hay. Also, in 
1850, his grandfather died and Mountjoy returned home to help on 
the farm. In the fall of 1853, his father sold the farm and by 
May 3, 1854, the family had joined a wagon train enroute to Cali­
fornia. While crossing the plains, Pawnee Indians attacked the 
train near the Platte River, wounding a sister slightly, with an 
arrow, and killing eleven head of oxen. On September 30, 1854, 
they arrived in Grass Valley, Nevada county, and worked several 
months at Rough and Ready, a prominent mining camp. While there, 
a half-brother . to Mountjoy, David Leander, was born November 6, 
1855. Both brothers were destined to become leading citizens of 
Little Lake Valley. In the early fall of 1856, Thomas Sawyers 
moved the family to the vicinity of Petaluma, California, purchas­
ing 100 acres; but subsequently lost it, as it was a part of a 
large land grant. This disappointment led them northward to 
sparsely settled Little Lake Valley, which Mountjoy had previously 
visited in 1857. Here the family located one and one-half miles 
southeast of the present site of Willits on January 31, 1858. 
Successful in farming and stock raising, Thomas Sawyers soon owned 
several hundred acres in the south end of the valley. He was ac­
tive in religious, civic and fraternal organizations, an influen­
tial Democrat, a promoter of the public school sys.tern, and a dea­
con an·d trustee of the Baptist Church. He achieved the thirty­
third degree in Masonry and traveled to Glasgow, Scotland to re­
ceive it. He gave adjoining parcels of his land for a school and 
a cemetery. The family's two story home was situated across the 
road from the present entrance to Little· Lake Cemetery. Thomas 
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died on Christmas Day, 1879. His wife, Margaret, died at the home 
of her daughter, Mrs. Ole Simonson (Martha Ann Sawyers), January 
18, 1914. At age twenty-four, David Leander, third child of seven 
born to Thomas and Margaret (Hay) Sawyers, was an established road 
building contractor, also quite active in civic and . . fraternal af­
fairs. On November 5, 1876, he married Sarah Whited, sister of 
Mountjoy's wife. A younger brother, Marshall Ney, married a third 
sister, Thursa Whited. Mountjoy King, always interested in the 
study of history, especially church history -and the origin of its 
various denominations, united with the Baptist Church in February, 
1866, and became an ordained minister in 1873. In the 1870's, 
ministers were known as Elders and Elder Sawyers was a splendid 
type of consecrated pioneer preacher. One of the fine leaders in 
the Clear Lake Baptist Association (now Redwood Empire Associat-ion) , 
his name appeared in almost every session's activities for forty 
years. On March 1, 1871, he married Hester Ann Whited, who ass i st­
ed him admirably in his church duties. To this union were born: 
Murvin Lee, . who married Millie Bahn; Thomas Harvey, who married 
Ida Allingham; Dora Luzena (Winans), who married Francis Henry; 
Daisy May, who married Robert Cook; and Sarah Ann (Standlee) who 
married Chesley Sidwell. Mountjoy died November 1, 1915. His 
wife lived until December 28, 1925. Their progeny are numerous o 
Many are residents of the area today, contributing to its progress 
in the selfless fashion which is their heritage. 

MURVIN LEE SAWYERS. Eldest of five children born to Hester Ann 
(Whited) and Rev. Mountjoy King Sawyers, lived in Little Lake val-
l~y nearly all his life. He was born January 14, 1872 on the farm 
purchased by his grandfather, Thomas Sawyers, upon arrival in the 
valley in 1858, after having crossed the plains from Missouri o 
His brothers and sisters are: Thomas Harvey, who married Ida All­
ingham, Dora Luzena (Winans), who married Francis Henry, Daisy May ; 
who married Robert Cook' and Sarah Ann (Standlee), who married 
Chesley Sidwell. All are deceased, except Sarah Ann, who resides 
in Willits and was 90 years old on July 11, 1967. Murvin was edu­
cated in the Sawyers and Whitcomb schools, and at an early age 
united with the First Baptist Church, which his father served as 
Pastor. By vocation a farmer, he helped organize the Willits Farm _ 
Bureau, which still serves the conununity. For years he was a dir- · 
ector of the Farm Bureau Credit Association, as well as trustee of 
the Willits School Board and trustee and deacon of his church o 
On January 2, 1898, his father, Rev. M. K. Sawyers, read the wed­
ding vows for his marriage· to Amelia "Millie" Josephine Bahn. 
Millie was born six miles east of Willits in Rock Tree Valley, on 
April 2, 1873 to Nancy Elizabeth (Hardwick) and Frederick Albert 
Bahn. To this union were born £ive children: Thelma Ethel, Othel 
Lee, Lloyd Mountjoy, James Harvey and Goldie Geraldine. All were 
born, raised, and received their elementary and high school educa­
tion in Little Lake Valley. By 1940, Murvin and Millie welcomed 
retirement from the demands of farm life and moved into the City 
of Willits. Death came to Millie on March 16, 1946 and to Murvin 
on June 3, 1951. The eldest child, Thelma Ethel, born March 17, 
1899, ' resides in Willits. She attended Sweets Business College 
in Santa Rosa, Calif., but wished to teach, so, later, attended 
Humboldt State College. In 1966, she retired from a career to 
which she had given most of her adult life, having taught in· Wil­
lits schools- 42 years. The second child, Othel Lee, was born June 
24, 1902. After completing his schooling in Willits, moved to 

59 



Los Angeles, where he received his mechanical, electrical educa­
tion at the National Automotive School. He then entered Sweets 
Business College in Santa Rosa, Calif. to secure a business admin­
istration course, which resulted in 37~ years with the Tidewater 
Oil Company at Avon, Calif. He married Holly Darrow and became 
the father of Josephine Ann (Roach) and Dana Lee (Price). Later, 
he wed Hortense Courade, and became the father _of twin sons, Fred 
Othel and Lee Murvin. He had one step-son, Gerard Courade, e le­
ven grandchildren and one great grandchild. The third child, Lloyd 
Mountjoy, born December 16, 1903 lives in Laytonville, Calif., 
with his wife Celia (Brasket) . Celia, f or years, has served t he 
American Legion Auxilliary wi th distinction . Bot h have been active 
in civic and fraternal organizations in their community. Upon 
comple tion of his schooling, Lloyd has been employed in various 
phases of the lumber industry, throughout the county. He has sev­
en children: LucilleGoldie (Davis), Lorin Ellis, Leland Murvin, 
(accidently killed August 8, 1948), Darla Jean (Lee ) , Lloyd Allen 
and Stanley David •. He, also, has eleven grandchildren. The f ourth 
child, James Harvey, was born August 18, 1906. He attended t he 
University of Cali f ornia School of Agriculture at Davis, and upon 
graduation, worked for t he Uni versity of California a t Davis , a l so , 
for the State Dept. of Agriculture and, later, operated a feed and 
fuel store in Woodland, Calif. Upon returning to Litt.le Lake Val­
ley in 1940, with his wife, Muriel (Irwin), he farmed the Sawyers 
ranch. Both have been active in civic, fraternal and farm organ­
izations, including 4-H, as well as the First Baptist Church t o 
which they belong. At present, Harvey is serving a 4th term as 
Mendocino County Supervisor in District Three. They have three 
children: Douglas, Warren Harvey, and Vernlyn Virginia (Farnswor th) , 
and two grandchildren. The fifth child, Goldie Geraldine (Canepa ) 
Walters, was born January 6, 1911, and is currently employed by 
the State of California in the City of San Francisco. Upon gradu­
ation from Willits schools, she attended a San Francisco business 
school, married and raised a son, John Victor Canepa, who has four 
children. The Sawyers family continues active in t he affairs of 
Little Lake Valley, of the county, and of the State. 

JAMES KNOX POLK SHELTON. With the coming of emigra.nts across t he 
plains during the early '50s, attracted by the discovery of gold 
that formed a star in the destiny of California, there traveled a 
family from Missouri with an equipment of wagon and oxen, the nec­
essary provisions for a journey of great length, and such other 
articles as were demanded by the presence of a goodly number of 
children. Among the latter was a boy of eight and one-half yea r s , 
Ja!JleS K. Polk Shelton, whose birth had occurred at t he home fa rm 
in Andrew county, Mo., October 15, 1844, and who entered into the 
adventures of the trip with the eagerness of childhood, unmindful 
of danger and ignorant of the possibility of attacks by Indians . 
The memory of that tedious journey lingers vi vi dly in his mi nd, 
nor has he forgotten the general feeling of relief when September 
of 1853 found them at last in Petaluma, their journey's end. The 
father, William, a Missourian by birth, spent several years near 
Petaluma, but in June of 1857 drove through to Ukiah in search o f 
government land available for farming purposes. Securing a c laim 
of one and one-half miles south of Ukiah, he devoted years of a r d­
uous effort to the improving of the property and the erection of 
needed buildinqs. His last years were spent in retirement at 
Westport, where he died at the age of eighty-four. By his ~arri-
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age to Isabelle Casteel, who was born in Ohio and died in San Luis 
Obispo county, he had nine children, of whom seven are living. 
The second in order of birth, James K. Polk Shelton had no educa­
tional advantages other than those made possible by an attendance 
of three months each year at subscription schools where the method 
of instruction was crude and the text-books inferior. Experience 
.has been his principle teacher, and he has been so keen of compre-
hension that his fund of information surpasses that of many college 
graduates. At the age of twenty-two he left home and began to 
work as a farm hand. After his marriage to Miss Amanda Babcock, a 
native of Sonoma county, and a daughter of Richard Babcock, a Cal­
ifornia pioneer of 1856, he rented a farm and took up general ranch 
pursuits in his own interests. During 1890 he removed to a rented 
farm in Potter valley, where for fifteen years he engaged in rais­
ing stock and grain. On coming to Little Lake township in 1905 he 
bought nine hundred and twenty acres known as the Rock Tree ranch, 
and here he engaged in raising grain, hay and potatoes, besides 
keeping quite a bunch of stock on the property. In November 1913, 
having sold .the ranch and stock he removed to Willits and bought a 
home on Flower street, where he has since resided. Local enter­
prises interest him, for he is public-spirited and progressive. 
In politics he always has been stanchly Democratic of sentiment. 
While not a member of .any religious organization he is in sympathy 
with thier work and has contributed to the maintenance of the Bap­
tist Church,. with which his wife is identified. Of his eleven 
children, seven lived to mature years, namely: William Eddy, a 
farmer in Rock Tree valley; Mrs. Elizabeth Dickie, of Potter val­
ley; Eugene, a stock raiser in Rock Tree valley; Jerry, who is 
married and makes his horn in Willi ts; .and Leon, Agnes and Sammie, 
who still remain with their parents. 

. . 
ALFRED E. SHERWOOD. This early pioneer of Mendocino county was 
born February 1, 1823, and was the son of Jonathan and Sarah Meiggs 
Sherwood. The place of his nativity was South Richland, Oswego 
county, New York. He remained at his birthplace till 1846, being 
trained as a farmer, and was educated in the common schools of the 
county and at the Mexico Academy. At the early age of nineteen 
he had attained proficiency enough to entitle him to the position 
of teacher in the district schools of his native county, which 
business he followed during the winter season. In 1845 he went 
to Racine county, Wisconsin, and settled at Kenosha, and began 
purchasing provisions, which he disp·osed of in the lumber regions. 
After following this for a year, he entered into a partnership 
with his brother at Manitowoc, and engaged in lumbering and mer­
chandising, which theyfollowed for four years. He then took up a 
place· fourteen miles from the last-named town and began clearing 
up a farm where he resided till 1852. June 16th of that year he 
started overland to California, arriving in the State in Septem­
ber. He immediately began mining in Shasta county, which he fol­
lowed for three months. He then went to the Consurnnes river, 
where he remained till May, 1853. He then came to Noye river, 
Mendocino county, and worked in building a mill for three months, 
and also bought a wrecked vessel known as the "Invincible." In 
the fall of that year he came into what is now known as Sherwood 
valley and built a house, and began farming and stock-rai sing. 
He has since remained at this place, and has now one thousand sev­
en hundred and forty acres of fine land adapted for the purposes 
to which he p\l,ts it. He has the largest herd of Angora goats in 
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the county, there being seven hundred of them in his flock. He 
has held the office of Justice of the Peace in the county. Mr. 
Sherwood has passed through all the stages of frontier life, rang­
ing from savage occupation of the forest to the civilized occupa­
tion, by white people, of smiling fields, yielding abundant har­
vests--all within a quarter of a century. June 26, 1870, he mar­
ried Miss Nellie Coates, a native of Wisconsin, born August 23, 
1847. They have no childreno 

OLE SIMONSON. As one of the successful ranchers in Mendocino coun­
ty as well as an influential factor in many business and social 
enterpri•es, Mr o Simonson is well known throughout the l ength and 
breadth of the county, where he has made his home since 1865 0 
Early recollections take him back in memory to the southern part 
of Norway, where he was born at Logndal July 12, 1838, the son of 
another Ole Simonson. Until he was seventeen years old he remain­
ed at home with his parents, attending school and working on the 
home farm as his school duties would permit, after which he began 
life for himself by taking a position as a school teacher. Final­
ly, however, a desire for a broader outlook induced him to leave 
the homeland for the New World c In 4pril, 1858, he sailed from 
Stavanger on the sailing vessel Elisa, which landed in Quebec with 
its burden of human freight about eight weeks from the time of 
starting. From Quebec Mr. Simonson made his way to Illinois, loc­
ating in Petersburg, Menard county, where he was fortunate in se­
curing work as·a farm hando He continued farming in that local­
ity until 1863, when he started to cross the plains and reached 
his destination about five months later. Temporary settlement 
was made at Santa Rosa, Sonoma county, but the following spring 
(1864) he went to Nevada to try his luck in the mines. An exper­
ience of four months sufficed to satisfy this ambition, and at 
the end of this time he again went to Sonoma county and worked on 
farms until 1865. It was in that year that he and his brother 
Zacharius joined their forces and rented farming land in Little 
Lake valley, Mendocino county. The venture proved so successful 
that four years later they purchased one hundred and sixty acres 
from William Buck. For several years the brothers continued in 
business together, carrying on general farming and stock-raising, 
but finally the partnership was dissolved, Zacharius Simonson dis­
posing of his interest in the property to Upp and Whitehorn and 
later purchasing land in the southeastern part of the valley. 
Ole Simonson retained his half of the land purchased in partner­
ship and devoted it to general farming and stock-raising. For 
over twenty years he has raised large quantities of potatoes. 
This · commodity seems especially well adapted to this soil, four 
and five tons to the .acre being an average crop, while seven tons 
to the acre have been grown. One season, when potatoes were scarce p 
he received two cents per pound for his product. In the mean-ti me 
Mr . Simonson was steadily clearing his land for crops, and when 
this was done and he was free from debt he purchased four quarter 
sections of redwood timber land. In addition to this he purchased 
fifteen acres of fine pasture land adjoining his farm, and this 
ranch .is now one of the best paying in the valley for its size. 
Since 1901 Mr. Simonson has been financially interested in the 
Muir & Irvine Lumber Company, manufacturers of lumber and dealers 
in general merchandise at Willitso Another enterprise which pro­
fited by his ~plended business judgment was the Willits Hotel Com­
pany·, a corporation which in 1903 erected a hotel df magnificent 
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proportions in Willits at a cost of $45,000. With other enterpris­
ing citizens he assisted in organizing a county agricultural soc­
iety in 1879, and for three years he served as president of the 
association. The grounds were disposed of in 1903 and are now 
used by the Willits Jockey Club as a race track. Besides the num­
erous interests already mentioned, Mr. Simonson holds stock and is 
a director in the Round Valley Commercial Company. With five oth­
ers he organized and incorporated the Little Lake Valley Land Com­
pany, of which he is a director. This company bought three hun­
dred and sixty acres of land adjoining Willits on the south, which 
has been subdivided into ten-acre tracts and nearly all are sold. 
He is also an incorporator of the Conunercial Bank of Willit$, of 
which his son, T. E., is a directoro On March 2, 1871, Mr~·. Sim­
onson's marriage united him with Miss Martha A. Sawyers, a native 
of Missouri and the daughter of Thomas Sawyers, who brought his 
family from that state to California in 1854 and later, in 1.858, 
moved into Little Lake valley, Mendocino county~ Of the six chil­
dren born to Mr. and Mrs. Simonson five grew to years of maturity, 
as follows: Ida M., Mrs. Beard of Dos Rios; Margaret s., a teach­
er in the Willits school; Bergie F., Mrs. Luther Baechtel, of Wil­
lits; Thomas Edwin, who manages the home farm; and Mary M., who is 
also at home. In 1879 Mr. Simonson was elected supervisor and 
again in 1897, and for four years he was president of the Willi ts 
town board. While he is interested in public affairs he is not an 
adherent of any political party, giving his vote and influence t o 
the candidate best fitted for the office in question. Personal ly 
Mr. Simonson is a man who thinks for himself and acts upon his 
convictions. While he possesses a worthy ambition to make and en­
joy his share of the world's goods he has never trespassed upon 
the domain of others in the acquisition of his possessions. 

ZACHARIAS SIMONSON •. The honored title of pioneer belongs to Mr. 
Simonson, who dates his identification with Mendocino county from 
the year 1865 and who made the unusual record of owning and oper­
ating the same farm for a period of thirty-five years. It was not 
indeed until August of 1910 that he sold the old homestead three 
miles southeast of Willits and retired into the village to enjoy 
during his declining days the comforts made possible through his 
long devotion to farm pursuits. While working to improve his own 
ranch he has given of his best to aid in the upbuilding of Mendo­
cino county. It has been his privilege to see many changes in 
this community. The humble hut of the pioneer has given place to 
the modern dwelling of convenience and comfort. At t he time of 
his arrival Indians still lingered in the vicinity and although 

• 
their depredations had been stopped through force of arms, the 
most dangerous being removed elsewhere, the white settlers were 
not wholly without fear of renewed hostility on .their part. Out 
of such turbulent events order has been evolved and a high c l ass 
of citizenship has been developed among the land-owners and perm­
anent residents. Through all these years of growth he has been 
an interested observer of ~ocal progress and a constant contribu­
tor thereto. Although now laid aside from the heaviest of life's 
activities by reason of his age, he maintains the keen interest 
in local affairs that always characterized him and is as ready as 
ever to encourage projects for the public benefit or assist enter­
prises of value to his home town. A son of Ole Simonson a farmer 
at Hegebarstad, Logndal, Norway, Zacharias Simonson was born there 
March 24, 1833, and began to work on the home farm at such an early 
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age that he practically had no educational advantages whatever. 
Observation and experience have mad him a well-informed man. When 
his time became his own at the age of twenty-one he left Norway 
and crossed the ocean to the United States. From 1854 to 1864 he 
was employed in Illinois, first at Springfield and later near Pet­
ersburg on a farm. Having decided to come to California, in 1864 
he made the voyage via Panama and secured employment on a farm in 
Marin county. The year 1865 found him in Mendocino county, where 
he rented a farm in Little Lake Valley and in 1869 bought the ranch 
one-half mile north of Willits, where he remained until 1873, 
meanwhile engaging in the raising of grain and hay, cattle and 
hogs. When he sold the property in 1873 he bought the ranch of 
three hundred acres three miles southeast of Willits, where he 
carried on general farming for thirty-five years. When the Bap­
tist Church was organized at Willits, he became a charter member 
and both he and his wife are still active in its missionary and 
general benevolences. In political belief as well as in principal 
he is a Prohibitionist, strongly opposed to the manufacture and 
sale of intoxicating liquors. At the time of coming to Mendocino 
county he was unmarried. Domestic ties were established with his 
marriage at Willits, September 10, 1868, to Miss Mary Elizabeth 
Gibson, a native of Stockton, Cal., but after 1858 a resident of 
Mendocino county, where she attended the public schools in Little 
Lake valley. Her father, Miles Gibson, a Virginian by birth and 
ancestry, crossed the plains with an ox-team and wagon in 1853 
and settled at Stockton, but in 1858 removed to the northern part 
of the state and took up land in Little Lake valley. From that 
time until his death he engaged in farming. Seven children were 
born of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Simonson, namely: .. Mrs. Imma J. 
Henich, who died at Bremerton, Wash.: Mrs. Tilda M. Case, of ·Healds­
burg; Ole Martin, a farmer near Willits; Annie Helen, Mrs. Learch, 
of Vallejo; Mrs. Lola Elizabeth Carner, of Willits; Minnie Belle, 
who died at nine months; and William Graves, an employe of the 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad at Willits. 

MICHAEL A. SINGLETON. Conspicuous among the self-made men of Men­
docino county who, by their own energetic efforts, have arisen 
from a condition of comparative poverty to a position of influence 
and affluence, is Michael A. Singleton of Willits. As proprietor 
of the Diamond "S" livery, feed and sale stable, located on Main 
Street, opposite the Palace hotel, he is carrying on a substantial 
business, having an extensive and lucrative patronage. For four 
years he rendered efficient service as deputy sheriff, and during 
that time was instrumental in obtaining the arrest and conviction 
of many notable criminals, winning for himself a record that will 
not soon be forgotten. The son of a farmer, he was born March 12, 
1859, in Louisville, St. Lawrence county, N. Y., the home of his 
parents, Peter and Ellen (McCarthy) Singleton. Growing up in his 
native town, and obtaining his education in the common schools, he 
remained at home until twenty years o·f age. Then, animated by the 
ambitious enterprise natural to the boys of eastern blood and 
brain, and mindful of the advice given by Horace Greeley, he went 
west. Spending two years in the lumber camps of Wisconsin, he ac­
cumulated a s~ll capital with which he started in the livery busi­
ness at Fifield, Wis., and subsequently established a stag~ route 
to Lake Flambeau. After four years of success, Mr. Singleton sud­
denly met with reverses, all of his destructible property being 
consumed by fire, and all he had left consisted of a few town lots. 
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Selling these, he sought new fields of action. Settling in Waupa­
ca county, Wis., he was there engaged in the stock business two 
years, when he removed to Utah, where he was employed as foreman 
in the building of a portion of the Denver and Rio Grande Railway. 
From 1892 until 1899 he assisted in the building of railroads in 
Oregon as a contractor. Tiring of that work, Mr. Singleton locat­
ed in Mendocino county in 1899, where he purchased the Riverside 
hotel, located at Riverside way station, between Ukiah and Willits, 
and .managed that until October, 1901, in connection with it run­
ning a passenger wagon to Ukiah every day. Selling his hotel, Mr. 
Singleton purchased of Henry Smith his interest in the livery stable 
that the firm of Smith & Taylor had built at Willits in December, 
1901. Subsequently buying out the interest of the junior member 
of the firm, c. L. Taylor, he has since carried on the business 
alone. He keeps twenty fine driving horses and has the best of 
turnouts in his stable, besides which he keeps five teams of draft 
horses busily employed in hauling for the Diamond D Lumber Company. 
He is continually enlarging his operations, dealing extensively 
in horses •. From 1899 until 1903, Mr. Singleton was deputy sheriff, 
and as that was a period of memorable stage robberies and daring 
hold-ups, he had an opportunity of showing his untiring ability 
and unflinching nerve in a number of clever arrests that he made. 
He is foreman, and a charter member of Willits Fire Company, No. 1, 
ana though a stout, fleshy man, he has proved himself as active 
and supple as any of his comrades in the department. Fraternally 
he was a charter member of the Independent Order of Red Men, of 
Willits, and when that organization disbanded he joined the Ukiah 
Lodge, I.O.R.M.; he also belongs to the Order of Eagles of Ukiah, 
being a charter member. 

GEORGE ARTHUR SMART. Continuous identification with Little Lake 
Valley since 1887 entitles Mr. Smart to be termed a pioneer of 
this fertile portion of Mendocino county, where after a long con­
nection with agricultural interests he became a stockholder from 
the organization of the Irvine & Muir Lumber Company, and has been 
associated with the concern ever since in the capacity of super­
intendent of the lumber yards ·and planing mill. The lumber enter­
prise has assumed vast magnitude in this section of the state. 
Great forests have furnished some of the finest quality of lumber 
shipped along the Pacific coast. It has been the privilege of Mr. 
Smart to assist in the development of one of the well-known com­
panies having to do with this business, while at the same time he 
has never lost his interest in agriculture as an occupation of 
great promise in the county and besides still owning a part of his 
original ranch. He has been from its organization the president 
and a stockholder in the Little Lake Land Company, an important 
combination of capital formed by local men. Foreseeing the value 
of the region from an horticultural standpoint, the company has 
bought large tracts of land, divided the same into ten-acre tracts, 
and is now selling the acreage to settlers for intensified farm­
ing, principally orchards. He is one of the organizers and a dir­
ector in the Conunercial Bank of Willits. In the early days, be­
fore railroads had been built into Iowa, David and Sarah (Glenn) 
Smart, who were born, reared and married in Indiana, removed by 
wagon to the vicinity of Des Moines and took up a tract of raw 
land. Later during a visit back at the old Inaiana home in Glenn's 
valley, Marion county, near the city of Indianapolis, their son, 
George.Arthur, was born October 29, 1857. A few years later at 
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the opening of the Civil war the father enlisted as a private in 
an Iowa regiment. From the ranks he rose to be captain of his 
company, and as such received an honorable discharge at the close 
of the war. While he was at the front his wife and three children 
left Iowa for Indiana to make a prolonged sojourn with relatives. 
An epidemic of typhoid fever occurred in the neighborhood and caus­
ed the death of Mrs. Smart and two of the children, so that George 
Arthur was left the sole survivor of the family to welcome his 
father on the latter's return from the army. Father and son went 
back to Iowa and settled on a farm, whence in 1886 the former re­
moved to California; he is now living in Oakland. Educated prim­
arily in Iowa public schools, George Arthur Smart completed his 
studies in an academy at Dryden, N. Y., and then taught several 
terms of school in Iowa. Later he engaged in farming in Vernon 
county, Mo. From that state in 1887 he came to California and 
settled in Mendocino county, where he bought a ranch two miles 
from Willits in Little Lake valley. This tract he operated until 
1902, when he removed into town for the purpose of engaging in the 
lumber business with the Irvine & Muir Lumber Company. The resi­
dence which he erected on Wood street is presided over by Mrs. 
Smart, who was Miss Harriet Shively, a native of Des Moines, Iowa, 
and a daughter of Michael and Sarah Shively, at one time farmers 
near Nevada, Mo., but. later residents of Kenwood, Sonoma county, 
Cal. Two daughters were born to the union of Mr. and Mrs. Smart, 
namely: Una Glenn, who married J. J. Keller of Willits, and has 
one son, Richard David; and Leta Lucile, Mrs. Noonan of Willits, 
the mother of one son, Roney Arthur Noonan. Mr. and Mrs. Smart 
as well as their daughters are identified with the Rebekah Lodge 
in Willits, and he is also prominent in Little Lake Lodge No. 277, 
I. O. O. F., in which he is past noble, past representative and 
past district deputy. The local camp, Woodmen of the World, num­
bers him among its past officers. While yet in Iowa he was made 
a Mason in Delta Lodge No. 365, F. & A. M., at Dallas Center, of 
which his father was master at this time; since coming to Mendo­
cino county he has been connected with Willits Lodge No. 365, F.-
& A. M.The Republican party has had his ballot in local and gen­
eral elections ever since he attained his majority, but at no time 
has he sought office or cared to accept the positions of trust 
that might have been tendered him, for while wel·l~posted in pub­
lic affairs his interests center in business rather than in pol­
itics. 

EDGAR FRANKLIN SWORTFIGUER. One of the leading lights of the 
northern California bar, is at this time a resident of the little 
town·of Willits, in Mendocino county, where he has been in active 
practice for the past twelve or thirteen years. Mr. Swortfiguer 
was for many years aswell known lawyer of San Francisco, and after 
accumulating a considerable fortune retired to a country life, 
opening up a town office and dividing his time between that and 
his country home. As time passed he became more and more closely 
identified with the life of the place, until he is to-day recog­
nized as a leader in business and professional circles. Edgar F. 
Swort~iguer is the son of George and Mary (Babcock) Swortfiguer, 
residents of Schenectady, N. Y. where he was born August 3, 1852. 
He attended Union College, graduating with the class of 1872. 
Four years later he was admitted to practice in .the supreme court 
of the state of California, upon examination before the court, and 
opened an office in San Francisco, where he entered upon the active 
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practice of his profession, and from an unknown, struggling young 
attorney, fought his way to a position of pre-eminence among the 
legal fraternity. In 1892 he decided to retire from the more ac­
tive practice of the law and engage in fruit raising. His choice 
of locality fell upon a farm a short distance north of Willits, 
consisting of two hundred and forty acres, where he has ever since 
resided and has converted the same into an ideal home, one of the 
handsomest places to be found in this section. Here the family 
make their home, Mr. Swortfiguer driving into town to attend to 
his legal duties. Few men have done more towards opening the coun­
try to settlers than has Mr. Swortfiguer in the time he has been 
a resident of this place. He was one of the men who composed the 
California Land and Fruit Company, whose object was the testing of 
different fruits which could be raised in this section and induc­
ing people to come here to locate. He was a director and held the 
office of secretary of the company. They bought two thousand 
acres of land, the larger portion of it being located in the cen­
ter and eastern part of Little Lake valley. On this land they set 
out sixty-five acres of prunes, one hundred and twenty-five acres 
of apples and several acres of pears and other fruit, hiring ex­
pert orchardists to care for the trees. The experiment has proved 
that owing to the late frosts pears and other kindred fruits do 
not.thrive well, but apples are better adapted to the peculiar 
climatic conditions and yield a good harvest. Mre Swortfiguer is 
a firm friend of education, and some years ago was instrumental in 
establishing the Hawley school district, which adjoins his ranch. 
Since its organization he has been on the board of trustees. Other 
offices which he has held are member of the county board of trade, 
a trustee and member of the executive committee of the town board, 
quarantine officer, and for many years game warden. Personally he 
is genial and kindly disposed, broad-minded in his views and wide­
awake to the best interests of his own communityo He has come 
prominently before the public during his residence here, and occu­
pies an enviable place in the esteem of all who know him, either 
in a public or private capacity. 

. 
L. c. TUTTLE. Was born in Rockport, New York, April 29, 1837. 
When he was about four years of age his parents moved to Illinois, 
settling in Plainfield, Will county. He received his education in 
the common schools and academies of that county. He has also 
learned the carpenter's trade. In April, 1862, he with his wife 
started across the plains to California, and arrived in the Sacra­
mento valley, October 11th of that year. He worked at his trade a 
short time when he went to farming on the Consumnes river. He then 
came' to Mendocino county in March, 1865, he settled on his present 
place, consisting of five hundred and forty acres, where he is en­
gaged in sheep and stock-raising. In company with c. Bratt, he 
owns four thousand acres of pasture land and over six thousand head 
of sheep in Humboldt county. In 1867, he was appointed postmaster 
at the Sherwood Valley office, being the first person to serve at 
that place. He married Miss R. Leah, May 29, 1860, a native of 
New York, born August 17, 1837. They have one child, Frederick, 
born February 18, 1863. 

GEORGE w. UPP. The pioneer blacksmith shop at Willits now owned 
and operated by George w. Upp forms one of the interesting land­
marks of the village and was established in a very .early day by 
Hiram Willits, in whose honor the village was named. As an appren-
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tice in the old shop, then owned by Jake Dobkins, Mr. Upp learned 
the trade, having left the ranch at the age of eighteen in order 
to take up work at the trade. All of his previous life had been 
passed on the farm in the valley near Willits, where he was born, 
reared and educated, and where his people had been leading pion­
eers. From this place he went to Ukiah and for four years worked 
in the shop ·of Dobkins & Charlton. Upon his return to Willits he 
formed a partnership with Frank Vincent and embarked in blacksmith­
ing under the firm name of Upp & Vincent. Selling his interest to 
Mr. Vincent November 3, 1890, he returned and purchased the old 
blacksmith shop established by Mr. Willits, where he had learned 
the trade and where for years he has been engaged continuously at 
the trade as the proprietor of the shop. During early manhood he 
married Miss Sarah c. Davidson, daughter of Allen Davidson, a pion­
eer stock-raiser of Mendocino county. In fraternal matters he is 
identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, while Mrs. 
Upp is a member of the Rebekahs. 

PHILIP UPP. The identification of the Upp family with Mendocino 
county from June~ 1858, entitles them to be classed among the very 
earliest settlers of the county, while to the eldest daughter of 
the family, Sarah A., was given the distinction of being the first 
white child born in Little Lake township. The head of the family, 
Philip Upp, was born in York county, Pa., March 21, 1827, being a 
son of John J. and Barbara (lower) Upp. Upon starting out for him­
self he went to St. Louis, Mo., in October, 1849, and found employ­
ment at his trade of carpenter. March 23, 1856, at Lewiston, Miff­
lin county, Pa., he married Miss Susan Hawker, a native of Penn­
sylvania and their wedding journey consisted of a trip to Californ­
ia. Embarking on the steamer Orizaba, April 6, 1856, they had an 
uneventful voyage to .Nicaragua, but encountered numerous troubles 
there by reason of the progress of the Walker filibustering expedi­
tion. Only the protection of General Walker himself and of the 
American consul saved them from annoyances that might have devel­
oped into dangers. As passengers on the Steamer Sierra Nevada 
they anchored at San Francsico June 8, 1856. The following day 
they sailed up the river to Sacramento. Near the North fork of 
the American river Mr. Upp secured work as operator of a thresh­
ing machine. Next he proceeded to Sonoma county and took up land 
five miles from Petaluma, whence in June, 1858, he came to Mendo­
cino county, establishing a farm home near Willits. For some years 
he followed different lines of work in California and Washington, 
but in January, 1865, he returned to Willits permanently and in 
June of the same year . formed a partnership with Archie Whitehorn _ 
in.the ranching and stock-raising business. For a number of years 
they owned and operated a stock farm of nineteen hundred and twen­
ty acres and ranked among the most extensive stockmen of the val­
ley. In his family there were six children: Sarah A., Mrs. Davis, 
deceased; George w., a blacksmith in Willits~ Mary F., Mrs. Shim­
min, and Ida, Mrs. Smith, both of Paso Robles; Archie, who was 
accidentally killed by the fall of lumber in June, 1910; and Eddie, 
who with his wife and child, was accidentally kil.led by a train 
while crossing the N. w. P. R. R. tracks August 26, 1912 • 

• 

MRS. NANCY MARIA VINCENT. So much of her life has been passed in 
California that Mrs. Vincent does not retain definite and positive 
recollections of her native count¥ of Atc~is9n in Missouri •. How­
ever, she vividly recalls the excitement incident to the trip 
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across the plains during the summer of 1852, when she was six years 
of age o The long days on the trail, the lonely nights by the camp 
fire, the precautions taken to avoid attacks from the savages, the 
frequent proximity of the Indians and the occasional loss of stock 
through their depredations, these left an indelible impression up­
on the plastic mind of the child . The captain of the expedition 
was her father, William Southard, a Virginian possessing the fear­
lessness and tact that qualified him for leadership of such an 
undertaking. Accompanying him were his children and his wife, the 
latter, Jane (Moore) Southard, also a Virginian by birth and ances­
try. There were twelve children in the family, but only four of 
these are now living . Among the younger members of the family 
circle was the one who, as a child 0£ six, saw for the first time 
the wide expanse of the trackless desert, the broad ranges of lof­
ty mountains and the great stretch of uninhabited plains. Event­
ually arriving at the bay, she remembers the little settlement of 
Oak Grove occupying the present site of Oakland o On every hand 
were indications of the cosmopolitan nature of the population. 
The latest news from the gold fields was still the principal theme 
of converstions, although several years had elapsed since the first 
momentous discovery. Incoming vessels were bringing gold-seekers 
from every part of the world. Everything was of interest to the 
small child whose previous outlook had been bounded by an Iowa 
homestead. After a brief sojourn in the Taylor valley, Captain 
Southard took his family to the Moraga valley in Contra Costa coun­
ty, where he took up land and developed a farm. It was not until 
1870 that he left Contra Costa county and came to Mendocino county, 
where both he and his wife died in Little Lake valley . At the 
same~ time came their daughter, Nancy Maria Vincent, whose marriage 
to Frank Vincent had been solenmized at Lafayettt~Contra Costa coun­
ty, in 1866. A skilled mechanic familiar with five different 
trades, Mr. Vincent, who was a West Virginian by birth, engaged 
principally in blacksmithing and wagon-making, and after coming 
to Little Lake valley, built a blacksmith shop on the present site 
of the Willits postoffice. In addition to following the trade he 
carried on an undertaking business with the assistance of his wife. 
Up to the time of his death in 1895 he served as a deacon in the 
Baptist Church, and his wife is now officiating as a deaconness in 
the same congregation . Fraternally he held membership with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and in politics he voted with the 
Democratic party . After his .death Mrs. Vincent continued the 
undertaking business for eight years, when the building was destroy­
ed by fire. Later she erected on the same site a brick structure 
that for many years has been utilized for the postoffice o She also 
owns a one hundred and sixty acre ranch four miles north of Wil-
li ts, on the outlet, used for a wood rancho Since her retirement 
from business she has continued to make her home on Mendocino 
street and finds abundant outlet for her energies in the manage­
ment of her property interests and in the society of her children e 
One of her daughters, Mamie, died at the age of twenty-two years; 
the three still living, as well as the only son, continue to make 
their home in Willits as follows: Dollie E., wife of Charles 
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Whited, Mrso Heloise McWilliams, Mrs. Nora Osborne and Charles 
Franklin Vincent, a newspaper man by occupation. 

WILLIAM WEIGAND. The proprietor of Hotel Willits, who ranks among 
the leading landlords of Mendocino county and is an active member 
of the California Hotel Men's Association, has engaged in the hotel 
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business from early life, meanwhile acquiring an experience a.nd 
familiarity with details that gives efficiency to his present man­
agement and a high degree of success in return for l1is labors. 
Although a native of Pennsylvania, born in the city of Philadel­
phia, December 11, 1867, from the age of three years until about 
twenty he lived at Oppenheim on the Rhine in Germany. His father, 
Philip, who was born at Dahlheim, Hessen D~rmstadt, spent a con­
siderable time in Philadelphia where he was · ·among the first fire 
brick manufacturers in that city. In 1870 he took his family to 
Germany and there remained until death. Four of the brothers in 
the family enlisted in the Union Army during the Civil war and 
three of them perished on fields of battle during that great strug­
gle o Returning to the United States in 1887, William Weigand set­
tled in Boston, Mass., and embarked in the hotel and catering busi­
ness. Three years later he removed from Boston to Minneapolis and 
became interested in the same line of business. For a consider­
able period of years he conducted an enterprise with fair profit. 
The year 1898 found him in California. He located at Windsor, 
Sonoma county, and became proprietor of the New Western hotel un­
til the railroad was completed to Willits, when he assumed manage­
ment of the Hotel Willits. After a year he left to engage in busi­
ness for himself, but at the expiration of eighteen months he again 
leased the Hotel Willits, of which he since has been the popular 

- proprietor. Thi!is not only the largest hotel in the county, but 
claims distinction as being without a superior in the matter of 
equipment and accommodations and was also the first to establish 
a dining room a la carte. The lobby of the hotel has been made 
attractive with a substantial maple floor, a large fireplace and 
neat furnishings. The Eagle cafe and restaurant are owned by Mr. 
Weigand, who is also the owner of the building in which the cafe 
is conducted. Through his marriage in Minneapolis to Miss Mary 
Oversett, a native of Risfjorden, Norway, Mr. Weigand gained a 
thoroughly competent helpmate, who is now giving personal atten­
tion to the management of the Hacienda hotel of seventy-three rooms, 
located at No. 580 O'Farrell street. The Hotel Willits, which Mr . 
Weigand purchased in November, 1913, and annex include ninety-five 
large rooms, comfortably furnished equipped with modern convenienc­
es • In addition he is the owner of the old Quass ranch, which he 
uses for a sununer hom.e and which is situated six and one-half miles 
north of town. At no time has he been active in politics and his 
interest in public affairs is limited to the casting of a Repub­
lican ballot at national elections. Fraternally he holds member­
ship with the Sons of Hermann, the Aerie of Eagles at Willits, and 
the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks at Santa Rosa. 

CHARLES WHITED. The postmaster at Willits, who was appointed to 
the office May 20, 1913, by President Wilson, taking the office 
July 11, 1913, ranks among the leading citizens of the valley and 
for years has been a leading factor in local public affairs, serv­
ed as town trustee for four years and also filling the off ice of 
town clerk with recognized fidelity and intelligence for eight 
years. Practically all of his life has been passed in Mendocino 
county, for, although a native of Iowa, having been born near Bur­
lington, he was only two years of age when in 1869 his parents, 
Joseph and Mary (short) Whited, came to California and selected 
for a permanent location the valley where subsequent years of en­
ergetic and business-like application deservedly have given them 
a high standing among pioneer families. Under the careful train-
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ing of the father, who was the pioneer builder in Willits and rose 
from day work as a carpenter to the taking of important contracts; 
the sons, Charles and L. R. were instructed in every detail con­
nected with the trade, so that in their present partnership as 
builders they are enabled to fill contracts with the most scrupu­
lous exactness and devotion to detail. One of their recent import­
ant contracts has been that for the completion of eight miles of 
state highway north of Ukiah, a large enterprise in which they had 
D. L. Sawyer as an associate. In addition they have been awarded 
contracts for the building of many concrete bridges in the county, 
as well as the contracts for all of the houses erected at the plant 
of the Irvine-Muir Lumber Company. From the age of sixteen years , 
Charles Whited largely has devoted his time to the building busi­
ness, although also in early life he taught school for a short 
time, operated a threshing machine and a sawmill and engaged in 
ranching in the valley. After some time given to ranching, he 
erected the Palace hotel, now the Central, on Main street and serv­
ed as proprietor of the same for ten years, mea~while rebuilding 
it after it had been destroyed by fire. A goodly number of the 
houses and · business buildings in Willits stand as monuments to his 
efficiency as a carpenter and he is still active in this line of 
work. Those who once have engaged his services retain thereafter 
a high opinion of his skill in the building business. By his mar­
riage to Miss Elizabeth J. Vincent, daughter of Frank Vtncent, a 
pioneer blacksmith of the valley, he has one son, Carl, a graduate 
of the Willits high school and now an assistant in the Willits post­
office. 

LE ROY WHITED. By reason of being a native son of California and 
of Mendocino county Mr. Whited is thoroughly familiar with this 
section of the state and believes in the possibilities of Little 
Lake valley and Willits, for he has spent his life here and under­
stands the soil, climate, resources and other advantages offered 
to permanent settlers of energy and character. The family of which 
he is a member belongs to the pioneer class, although not identi­
fied with the earliest American occupancy of the state. His par­
ents, Joseph and Mary (Short) Whited, natives respectively of Ill­
inois and Indiana, were married in the former state and in 1869 
came to California, buying the first through tickets to the west 
that were sold in their town after the completion of the trans­
continental railroad. Upon their arrival in Mendocino county they 
bought land in Little Lake valley near Willits and there continued 
in farming activities thro~ghout their remaining years. The fath­
er was one of thirteen children of Doc Henderson Whited and it is 
worthy of mention that all but one of this large family eventually 
se~tled in California, the majority coming here in early life and 
during the pioneer period of colonization. Among eight children, 
five of whom are still living, LeRoy Whited was the fifth in ord­
er of birth. In boyhood he was a pupil in the Willits public 
schools. Taught at home to make himself useful in every depart­
ment of agriculture, he was especially helpful to his father in 
the operation of a steam threshing machine which the latter owned 
for thirteen years. In young manhood he learned the trade of car­
pen~er, from which he drifted into contracting. Since then he has 
built a large number of houses besides concrete bridges and roads, 
and has done subcontracting on the Northwestern Pacific Railroad. 
The contract for seven miles of the state highway in Mendocino 
county was given to him and he filled the same with skill, effic-
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iency and promptness. In the vicinity of Willits he has done a 
large business in contracting, furnishing plans and buildin~, and 
stands in the forefront of his special line of enterprise. In 
politics he votes with the Republican party and frat~rnally he is 
connected with the Woodmen of the World. His family comprises his 
only child, Geneva, and Mrs o Whited, formerly Miss Grace Taylor, a 
native of Minnesota and a daughter of P.H. Taylor. Mrs. Whited i s 
a woman of social charm and popularity and has been an active work­
er in the Rebekahs and the Women' Christian temperance Union o 

HIRAM WILLITS. The founder of Willits, who must ever remain one 
of the notably interestin·g personalities of a departed era in Men­
docino county, was the oldest child of Robert and Sarah (Beard) 
Willits, and was born on a farm in Wayne. county, Ind., February 5, 
1821. In September, 1842, when he was twenty-one years old, he 
accompanied his parents to Van Buren county, Iowa, and two years 
later, March 13, 1844, married Margaret J. Johnson, daughter of 
William and Nancy (Crane) Johnson, and a sister of the present mar­
shal of Willits. April 1, 1850, Hiram Willits and his wife start­
ed across the plains in the direction of California, arriving in 
Hangtown, now Placerville, August 17, 1850. Mr. Willis saw the 
need of additional mercantile resources for the settlers, and at 
Rough and Ready opened a store and hotel, which flourished only 
for about six months. Hoping for better results from the soil of 
the west, he went to Colusa county and took up a claim of fair 
dimensions, engaged in farming and stock-raising and at the same 
time opening a public house. Disposing of the varied interests 
in August, 1857, he came to Mendocino county and secured eight 
hundred and seven acres of land in the center of Little Lake val­
ley and began to improve his land, most of which was in a wild 
state. At the present time the first house that he built, as well 
as the second, and the accompanying barns, are still standing north 
of the Hotel Willits. In 1865, when Kirk Brier came ·and opened a 
store on the land, it was one of the finest properties in the coun­
try, the handiwork of the settler being apparent in every depart­
ment, and a corresponding amount of gold rewarding his toilo Soon 
afterward James M. Jones started up a little blacksmith shop on 
land leased him by Mr. Willits, and the store and the shop togeth­
er made quite a trading post. Mr. Willits himself, more far-sight­
ed than either the storekeeper or blacksmith, saw in embryo a 
thrifty little town, towards the upbuilding of which he intended 
to devote his best energies. Gradually he began to sell off town 
lots from his farm, and as settlers began to arrive the store and 
blacksmith had about all the patronage they could attend too Nat­
urally the hamlet took on the name of its founder, and Willitsville 
showed up large on the guide to Mendocino county o Mr. Willits fin­
ally bought out Mro Brier, ran the store himself for several years , 
and finally substituted a fine new brick store, for the ancient and 
altogether too small wooden structure. The brick for the same was 
made near by, and that it was of superior brand is acknowledged, 
for the seat of commercial enterprise is still a landmark, and a 
well preserved one at that, at present being owned by Irvine & Muir : 
In .the meantime Mr. Willits has, by no means confined his energies 
to commercialism and agriculture, but as became a broad-minded and 
enterprising citizen, interested himself in politics and all-around 
improvements. He had the instincts of the organizer, promoter and 
upbuilder, and his advice upon all of these phases of development 
was always sound and practical. He wa s appointed first postmaster 
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of the town in 1860, holding the office for many years. One of 
his most notable contributions to the stability of the county was 
his effort in connection with the organization of the Mendocino 
Agricultural Association, in which he was treasurer for many year·s, 
and which did much t _owards the establishment of agricultural and 
stock-raising prestige for this county. There were few enterpris­
es which did not profit in some manner by his financial acumen and 
shrewd common sense, for, having broken the wild sod of the farm 
he persevered until his feet t~od with confidence the halls of her 
solid and developing enterprises. The fine water supply, electric 
lights, sanitary sewerage and, most wonderful of all, the railroad 
all developed before his expectant and enthusiastic eyes and re­
ceived in their corning his earnest and helpful sanction. Mr. Wil­
lits was an extensive raiser of high-grade hors.es, and du:c:ihg his 
life sold some of the fastest race horses on the coast. -Such well 
known members of equine aristocracy as Cyclone, Ironwood, ·c-aptain 
Jack, Jennie Mack, 'Leatherwood and Gussie s. emanated from his 
pastures, and his name was known from one end of the state to the 
other as . a most successful breeder of high-grade trotters. Liberal 
in his religious views, he gave his support to a number of denomina­
tions, viewing them impartially as far as his own association with 
them was concerned. His death in 1892 removed one of the most 
noble as well as prominent men of this county, and one whose fine 
and enviable traits of character endeared him to a host of friends . 
The wife who survived him until 1902 was a fitting mate in his 
struggle for supremacy, and in all ways seconded his worthy and 
substantial efforts. When the railroad company desired to make a 
terminus here providing they could secure the land, she offered 
all of her property for the purpose at a very reasonable figure, 
realizing fully just what it meant towards the upbuilding of the 
town, This self-sacrificing step on the part of the wife of the 
founder of Willits forever endeared her to a conununity already 
lost in admiration of her charitable and beautiful nature. After 
her farm had been disposed of she built a beautiful home on a rise 
of ground on the corner of Wood and School streets, over-looking 
the town and commanding a beautiful view of the distant mountains. 
Thus are the founders of Willits enshrined in the memory of a 
grateful posterity and rank with the noble hewers of civilization 
in this far western country. Few have exceeded them in far-sight­
edness and helpfulness, and certainly none wore more gracefully and 
sincerely the mantle of truth and humanity. 

73 



.. 

• 



REFERENCES 

l. J. P. Monro-Fraser, History of Sonoma County, p. 167 

2. Anonymous, Memorial and Biographical History of Northern 
California, · p. 53. 

3. Ibid 

4. Ibid 

5. Ibid 

6. Munro-Fraser, op. cit. p. 450 

7. Ibid 

8. I bid, pp. 453-454 

9. Ibid 

10. A. o. Carpenter and P. A. Milberry, History of Mendocino and 
Lake Counties, page 111 

11. Ibid 

12. Anonymous, Vacation 1908; pp. 152-153 

13 Hotel Willits, Souvenir Menu of Teachers' Institute 

14. Munro-Fraser, op. cit. pp. 579-580 

15. Ibid 

16. Ibid; pp. 578-579 

17. Carpenter & Milberry7 op. cit.; pp. 989-990 

18. Ibid; p. 852 

19. Ibid; pp. 654-655 

20. Munro-Fraser; op. cit. 580 

21. Ibid; pp. 580-581 

22. Carpenter & Milberry; op. cit. p. 390 

23. Ibid; pp. 666-669 

24. Ibid; p. 581 

25. Ibid; pp. 659-661 

26. Ibid; pp. 309-313 

27 • . Ibid; pp. 374-377 

I 



28. Ibid; p. 293 

29. Munro-Fraser, op. cit., pp. 592-593 

30. op. cit.; pp. 592-593 

31. Carpenter & Milberry, op. cit.; p. 112 

32. Munro-Fraser, op. cit.; p. 452 

33. Carpenter & Milberry, op. cit.; p. 114 

34. Gilbert H. Kneiss, Redwood Railways, p. 134 

35. Anonymous, Vacation 1908; p. 153 

36. ibid; p. 153 

37. Mr. Allan Sacry, a personal account by letter 

38. Hoover, op. cit.; pp. 212-213. 

BIOGRAPHIES 

HISTORY OF MENDOCINO COUNTY (1880) 

Martin Baechtel 

James Lafayette Broaddus 

Benjamin Burns 

Abner Coates 

William F. Davis 

Benjamin Dougherty 

William Fulwider 

Mountjoy Sawyers 

Murvin Lee Sawyers 

Alfred E. Sherwood 

George A. Decker L. c. Tuttle 

COAST COUNTIES HISTORY, 1904 

Edwin F. Decamp, Sr. Horace D. Rowe 

Thomas B. Johnson Michael A. Singleton 

Edgar Franklin Swortf iguer 

II 



HISTORY OF MENDOCINO & LAKE COUNTIES, 1914 

Gordon Baechtel 

Luther s. Baechtel 

Samuel Baechtel 

Belia & Allue 

Stephen K. Bittenbender 

John A. Blosser 

Daniel J. Blosser 

J. Tobias Blosser 

Jacob Blosser 

Frederick Hugh Camp D.D.s. 

Dabney Liner Cox 

Allen Davidson 

Robert James Dryden 

Jesse c. Duffield 

Ralph Thompson Duncan 

James Edwards 

Mrs. Rosa D. Exley 

Silas Barron Farnsworth 

Prof. Roy Good 

Parker L. Hall 

Chris Hansen 

Edwin Y. Himmelwright 

Jesse Heyward 

Laurence Clay Hopper 

Charles A. Irvine 

III 

George Calvin Lewis 

William Lewis 

John Lind 

Fred N. Loring 

Harry Lincoln McElroy 

Eugene McPeak 

Stephen Byron Martin 

Henry B. Muir 

Ira Ordway 

Francisco Persico 

Giovanni Quarteroni 

James Buchanan Rogers 

John Matthews Rowe 

David Leander Sawyers 

James Knox Polk Shelton 

Ole Simonson 

Zacharias Simonson 

George Arthur Smart 

George W. Upp 

Philip Upp 

Mrs. Nancy Maria Vincent 

William Weigand 

Charles Whited 

LeRoy Whited 

Hiram Willits 


